
Tefillin Part 1/2
Becoming an informed & educated consumer & user



Sources



Shulchan Aruch

Orach
Chaim

32
-
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690
-

691

Yoreh
Deah

270
-

284

285
-

291

Even 
HaEzer

125

Choshen
Mishpat



Sources / Rebbeim In Various Capacities

• Rabbi Yaakov Hoffman
• Rabbi Shalom Kass / The Sofer 

Center
• The International STAM Forum
• Rabbi Shlomo Moallem / Yeriot

Shelomo / Yad Refael 
• Hillel Sofer among other YouTube 

channels
• Rav Yochai Ohayon / Omanut Stam 
• Tiferet Stam / R’ Ben Tzion Meir
• Rav Binyomin Rubelow

• Rav Yaakov Lichter
• Rav Shmuel Schneid
• Mechon Aliyah’s website
• Rav Meir Gavriel Elbaz
• Rav Dovid Nissan Bressman
• Inside STAM / R’ Reuvain

Mendelowitz



Overview

• Batim

• Scrolls

• Straps

• Repairs

• How to wear

• Who





Making Batim

•Ribua

•Titura

•Maavarta

•Ketzitza

•Batim



Shel Yad and Shel Rosh





Different Types of Batim

• Peshutos: many pieces of 
parchment glued together 

• Peshutos Mehudaros: one piece 
cut up and glued back, covered

• Dakos: thin skin used to cover 
skin from behema daka, glued

• Gasos: One solid piece of neck 
skin, no glue, major process



Peshutos
• many pieces of 

parchment glued 
together 

• Won’t make it long











Batim

• Tiny (Pitzponim) is 22-23.5 
mm

• Medium 27-29 mm –

• Regular 32-34 mm

• Chabad – 40 mm



Perudot vs. Mechuvanot





Charutzot



Shin



Ribua (Squareness)
Ribua Mechona / Regel / Yad



Prices

Hiddurim

• 120+ on these lists

• For example

• Whole sale

• Retail

https://www.stj.co.il/product/%d7%91%d7%aa%d7%99-%d7%aa%d7%a4%d7%99%d7%9c%d7%99%d7%9f-%d7%91%d7%94%d7%96%d7%9e%d7%a0%d7%94-%d7%9e%d7%a8%d7%90%d7%a9/


MAKE 
SURE 
THERE’S A 
HECHSHER



Parshiot



Four Parashiot in each Bayit

• Kadesh Li

• Vehayav Ki Yeviacha

• Shema

• Vehaya Im Shamoa

• Split in the Shel Rosh

• Together in the Shel Yad

• Written kesidran = no going back

• Written Lishmah

• No Chak Tochot

• No touching letters or words

• Different fonts and qualities of 
writing

• No missing letters or words



Rav Elbaz’s Tefillin



My Tefillin



Parasha Petucha + Setumah



No Hashgacha on Each Written Product



But there is 
certification 
for the 
sofer



Prices

• Production costs =
• Klaf

• Ink

• Time (Many Days for One Set)

• No mistakes

• Wholesale vs. Retail

• Teudah

• Chumrot

• Ask what hechsher the klaf and 
ink had

• Ask for the sofer’s certification

• Only buy direct from sofer. 
Judaica Stores (my aunt 
included) have no clue what’s 
flying

• Ask for the computer check 
report and a picture of the 
parashiot



Inserting / Hachnassat Parashiot



Wrapped 
in Se’arot, 
Klaf, and 
Se’arot



How Are They Inserted



Rashi vs. 
Rabbenu 

Tam









Hairs 
Sticking Out 

of 4th

Parasha 



Sewing with Giddim



Glue



Retzuot



Variations

• Split the hide
• Upper (Elyon)

• Lower (Shpalt)

• Avodat Yad or Machine

• Minimum width 9mm-15mm

• Black!
• On white or on black?







MAKE 
SURE 
THERE’S A 
HECHSHER



Peeling 
Retzuot



Prices
• Wholesale: 

13NIS/meter, ~140m/pack = 
1800+NIS/pack

• Retail: 7.5m/pack = ~250 NIS / $85-$95



Tefillin Checking & Repairs



What is Checked

• Internal:
• Batim are square and black

• Retzuot are wide enough and black

• External:
• Parashiot are not missing any letters, words, or ink. Checked by 

human and maybe computer

• Put it all back together, sew, maybe glue, and maybe paint

• To do it right: takes many hours if not days

• Make sure he’s a certified Magiah, not just a Sofer



Computer Check

• Makes sure no letters or words are 
missing or touching, parashiot are 
spaced properly

• Does not replace need for human 
check



Human Check



Mistakes 
happen





Or the 
quality is 
so bad… 
it’s pasul



Keep your eyes 
open for these
8 issues



1. Warping

Because of:

1. Showering

2. Excessive Sweating

3. Hair gel

4. Gel

Fix: heat & press



2. Splitting 
Compartments

• Loss of Ribua
(squareness)

• Due to 
temperature or 
Errors while 
checking

• Even a 1mm 
difference can 
invalidate



3. Rounded and 
Dented Corners

• Due to banging, 
rubbing, lack of 
cover when using

• Be gentle and keep it 
protected

• Fix: water and press



4. Torn Giddim 
Threads

• Depending on how many have 
torn, it could be pasul.

• As they get older



5. Peeling or 
Faded Paint

The top and sides of the batim, and the 
outward-facing side of the straps, must 
be painted black.

לשם קדושת תפילין



6. Retzuot Too Thin, Torn, or Peeling

• Minimum width of 9mm or 
11mm entire way

• Due to:
• Wrapping too tightly

• Tying into knots too often

• Years of regular usage



7. Knots Out of Shape



8. Switching / Mixups



Fake Charitzim





Nicked Titura



Parshiot Descending Into Titura / Don’t Fit



•Painting

•Sanding



Prices (=Time + Quality of Inspection + Repair)

• Just a basic open, check, and 
close:
• 200-350 NIS

• Regular Sewing: $110-$185

• Hermetic Seal (Glue): $130-210

• Computer Checking: $55-$65

• Tying on Retzuot: $35

More advanced stuff:

• Refurbishing: $50-$360

• Fixing Corners: $25-$85

• Paint Retzuot: $40



Care for Your Tefillin – Stay Away From:

• direct blows to the batim or 
retzuot

• wrapping the retzuot too tightly 
or rubbing them

• perspiration or other forms of 
moisture

• extreme heat or cold or direct 
sunlight

• normal wear and tear
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