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PRIVACY & PERPETUITY: THE IMPORTANCE OF  צניעות IN MARRIAGE 
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The :משנה תענית כו brings the פסוק in  ג.יא  שיר השירים  to compare מתן תורה to a marriage. 
The פסוק says בעטרה שעטרה לו אמו ביום חתנתו וביום שמחת לבו, and the משנה understands ביום חתנתו 
to refer to מתן תורה. We would think this refers to שבועות, but רש"י there says it means יום כפור. This 
should not completely strike us as crazy, because יום כפור was the day we got the לוחות שניות, which 
ultimately lasted. This leads to a few questions: Why celebrate שבועות in the first place if the   לוחות
 ,that’s compared to a marriage מתן תורה the יום כפור ultimately got destroyed? Also, why is ראשונות
and what is the connection between marriage and מתן תורה? 

מתן   privacy. The ,צניעות explains that a foundational piece of marriage is רי"ב סאלאוייצ'יק
יום   of מתן תורה was a whole public affair; that couldn’t last. On the other hand, the שבועות of תורה
 we keep with us to this תורה and that is the ,משה רבינו and הקב"ה was given privately between כפור
very day. This still begs the question of why celebrate שבועות, and why even have the מתן תורה of 
 we are one ,ישראל ואורייתא וקודש אבריך הוא חד הוא teaches that זוהר in the first place? The שבועות
with the תורה and 'ה. What happened at  מתן תורה was that these three elements that were meant to 
come together fused into one union. This relationship was the reason the world was created. Similarly, 
marriage is the joining of soulmates, of two parties whose נשמות were split apart and are now coming 
together, much like we see by אדם and חוה. A momentous event like this must be a public affair. In 
fact, the  .גמרא סנהדרין עד teaches us that the presence of a מנין makes something “public,” and there 
is a  חיוב to get married in front of a מנין of people. However, this can’t be the only part of the marriage. 
The wedding is not only celebrating the end of a process of bringing two people together but primarily 
the beginning of these soulmates starting their new life together. This doesn’t mean to say the wedding 
itself can’t be beautiful; מתן תורה was the biggest display of miracles we have ever seen! What it means 
is that the wedding can’t be the be-all and end-all. For the marriage to last, just like הקב"ה said   ושכנתי
 I will live amongst the Jews, a husband and wife must live only among each other, away from ,בתוכם
the public eye. 

 The חתן and כלה both exemplify this important מידה of צניעות, which goes well beyond the 
manner of dress. אי"ה, the new couple should be זוכה to build a בית נאמן בישראל together, built upon 
the wonderful מידות they possess, and built upon the directive of ההקב"  in מיכה ו.ח of   עשות משפט
 .Mazel tov .אהבת חסד והצנע לכת עם אלקיך


