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62. The Baal HaTurim's comment seems to be

based on the fact that the Book of Psalms, in

which the second appearance of 9733 occurs, =
vyas clomposed by King David. But this assump- three sons of Korah (Bava Basra 14b-15a). That members of the Levite choir (Rashi). Accord-
tion is difficult, for the Talmud states: David is, David included various psalms that had been  ingly, psalm 79, which begins, qoKY “inm, A
wrote the Book of Psalms in collaboration with composed by elders of earlier generations psalm of Asaph, was not written by King David.
ten elders — with Adam, the first man; with [Adam, Malchi-zedek, Abraham, Moses, the  Thus, the Baal HaTurim's ascription of the term
Malchi-zedek: with Abraham; with Moses; with three sons of Korah] and some by his contempo- Y73 to David is problematic (VeChur LaZahav).
Heman; with Jeduthun; with Asaph; and with the raries, namely, Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun, 63, See note 65.
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Rav Avi Baumol Shiur # 3: Psalm 82 — Introducing Asaf: A Tuesday Thought

And all the vessels which [evil] king Achaz threw out in his reign they
prepared, sanctified, and brought to the altar of God. King Chizkiyahu
arose early in the morning, gathered the princes of the city and
ascended to the house of God. [They Dbrought sacrifices] as sin
offerings, for the monarchy, for the Temple, and for Judah. He said to
the sons of Aharon, bring them up for a sacrifice to God. The animals
were offered, atoning for the sins of Israel. [... Chizkiyahu set the
Levites in the house of the Lord with musical cymbals, lutes and lyres
according to the commandment of David, and of the seer Gad and of Natan
the prophet. And the Levites stood with the instruments of David [klei
David] and the priests with the trumpets. Chizkiyahu commanded to
offer the burnt offering to God upon the altar, and when the burnt
offering began, the song of the Lord began also with the trumpets, and
with the instruments of David king of Israel. All those present
prostrated themselves before the Lord. Moreover, Yechizkiyahu the king
and the princes commanded that the Levites sing praise to the Lord with
the words of David and of Asaf the Seer.. (2 Chron. 29:19-30)

We see from the passage that Asaf, seemingly the author of our Psalm,
was considered the author of "words of praise to God" alongside King David.

David deserves the title of greatest king for successfully modeling the
Jewish concept of a king: One who was fearless and political, but entirely
human and walked amongst his people; who was extremely religious; who, though
vulnerable to his desires and susceptible to sin, at the same time possessed
the capacity to repent; one who never lost sight of his prophets, his seers
and his God as he composed, prayed, praised, sang, and danced before God all
through his life. For these reasons, the Psalter is his.

Nevertheless, this psalm belongs to Asaf! What of him? Who was he? We
return to Chronicles 1 chapter 6:16:

"And these men (from the sons of Levi) David set up for service of song
in the house of the Lord after the Ark rested. They would minister to
the Ark in song until Solomon built the Temple ... his brother Asaf who
stood on his right hand, Asaf the son of Berachyahu the son of
Gershon the son of Levi."[...] And David appointed them to sing with
the cymbals, the lutes, and the Lyres." "And David appointed them
before the Ark of God, the Levites who would serve Him, invoke, thank,
and praise the name of the Lord, God of Israel. Asaf the chief, next
to him Zecharya.. Then on that day David first delivered this Psalm
into the hand of Asaf and his brethren.

David composed the Psalms and the music to accompany them. He had a
group of poets and singers who developed the Psalms along with him, the most
prominent of which was Asaf. He was a member of
the Levite tribe and he participated in the XN 7109 2 719 KTV
organization of the Psalms with David. He

authored twelve Psalms altogether, eleven of them D MY OMWY RN AOR 32 DT (Xn)

in a row from 73-83. In Ezra (2:41) we find that
the children of Asaf were among those who returned to Israel seventy years
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https://www.sefaria.org/II_Chronicles.29.19-30?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Ezra.2.41?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker

after the destruction of the first Temple, when the exiles were finally
allowed to come home. There his family is referred to as the 'meshorerim' -
the singers.

This is Asaf: he sang, he composed, and he helped organize the 'shirei
David' (songs of David). Most importantly, he was a close contemporary and
perhaps a lifelong friend of king.

X 7109 LY 719 D'70N RITY |AX

0°277 N3 AW 92T AT °D QYW W1 150 NYMN2 DOWIDMT NP2 SNIT - 0O I DOPOXR HORY NN (X)
ANRMIY WAY 1 PRAW 0D AR 2NOW 31 N2V WIPA M2 IR I QY0 R 17 MNP N

2 Ty X7 9T 'YIT'Z Noon '721 T n

P 172R 27 ROK 717 997 ,PaR 72 AR 777 737 9940 212 WnAn .72 MK 0270 972 9M0AR 1130 (AR 027 NN
POV ORP T ,DINI Y ONIRIR XD PORPWR 7 MR TN RN .ONT ORDAT TV PR PR AR, N91 9ITRY U7 823N
ORY AT AR WATY 7N RYPNONR ,IWNRT TV

2 Ty X7 QT 'YITZ noon "un

RIPAW 1" WMT? 197 070 12 1920 7 RPW 290 9902 TR NI WATHA AW PID? PhA ITIVA - RN RYPNOK
WYTPA 2700 DY 77°W A0K IARW 0 AT 777 SY2% AOKRY 70PN TNPRI2 0213 IR 2RO AORY At WA 1720 T
X7 121 70 DR ORIWA IPNWI R? T2 RAYRW PRIV 70779 NI T2 7NN 0022w 221K 2OV NIRRT N2
.(7 712°K) 182 WR DX AN DR A0 0N

2 TINY X7 9T |'WUIT'Z ND0N NI9OIN

WA 192 OTIPR 12 122 77 KPW NP 03 12 DOPOR AORY T WATY 1AW 1D PhA ITIVA - RN RYNDNR
O 1NN R TIN2 WITPA A2°OW DY 370 AOR WARW WA %% PY2om HORY 71°P AORY NI wAT 727 AT Rpnw 2"
TN RIT 12T VIO T IRV ORNWA ONWI RY T2 ROAVRY ORI 70090 N7 2 TINAY NP22W 2°1ART DY 2IXYR
TIOWH SWn IYY YIND WALW DY 770w AR AORY W2 W IR DI01P2 W'D T2 110X WR NN 0NN IR 1A
9911 2777 KW V93 77721 NWY 127 NADW ANRAW TV 79121 NAYLEN AN N2 770 91 N2 10 20 WY 7970w
IPRW INIT T2 070 DW RIAW 27D QIR DI ROXPW 77120 SN RD PWIY TV TAAKY MWD ANWRIT 727000 2w 090 1R
1R W AR TP PIND WALW IRIWD 2P0 YW 77 212 70 MY 270 ROXP 277 D INIR ROTPW 0N PWIYY 2wm
TP DROWHA RITW AT OR AR 97 NN O3 RO DWW ROIPW 0N

2 Ty X7 9T 'wiT'Z noon [nimax 'wiTn] X"winn

TARY WATY RWIT A7 797 2R 7120 NIXN 70IR 02PT DWW KI°1'0INT 0OY N0 AORY AT AR WITY NP R1YNONR
"2 0w Oy LYW 2091227 PR N2 7120 DWW NI HOR

12



YW °19

27y 85 7

P9 MERS SMA MAAN wT RNOW Prnoe apntRT Ty NS
7997 971 R7WARNG MTAR CWITHAY NIDoINT YWID

T2 MI¥M TRD 0PPH AR TNW P37 MWD WID? IR
Ty THY ORPY PO TV NAN WRAW 0°nn 1% RUATW INRYT
7R 1M T2a%2 mIsnn 0vph KPR CJIXD XYW W YR
23T 1377 IR LAORY NN PAnY 1591 WY XY 77 9272
W 3927 NN AW 7Y NI KPR NIDOINT VW1 12NDW vy
TR 737 913 0599902 NRIP 5 U937 11 VYND YIRY IHRY NOK
2°NDTD MPAT NIDMIR DY TR IWLRH TN NN D) 0w
HOR 731 297 LYMPDI ANINRY FI°3R 7K WIPH DR RAX TV M)
DW 07077 WY "1 T2 PRI NPT NI5IX PV 9377 w D03
AR WITH RNPKRI "INPN T2 MR 30N JNYYI 93917 INIRI
9773 122 *INPN I3 AR "IN 7N NIYI 702 12 A
27 QW2 RN 27 ,IMPYY DY OnNRw PN DR WY 700w
WY 7200w 9373 T12°0 272w 171y 2py Hw 1120 IR RO
7RI RI2IW YD WHm 1P NIDMIRA T VIPYI WY PN DR
D”RY 1IN WPWAI 19°OKRN 1711 PAR YV Dpw WY nP1 1%
NOR °PI0D TINIMA AW MART KNP YTNOM RNPM ORI
T I%H ROR WYY 1% XHW 71737 JOKRY I 2°N0T 211 1O
W 115w nm MY ADR MY 1A 970 mbw 12 % 1120
INPN T2 KT DY WITHA 0707 W 277V 7 DT
»WIT 921 IV I713Y 11031 Y ART 1D ,MIPYY ThY AnRw
NIANSW 711 *DT XY V7Y NN DY PRPT MR 77AV2 120D 01
N INR WA PV 90 02 IRIIT ROR 07 0t Py 573 2w
P17 RPIY ORI ORT IWD? 7777 IWDKRI ORP ORI

7112 DOWR 1 R I QPR PRI mowm)

13



The Hirsch Psalms

V.1. qox7? 'mm... It had long been known, even in the days of David and Solomon, that there would come a time
when every word of the nnoim would come true. And it was a supreme act of Divine providence for those dark days
that God caused men inspired as David was to predict the misery and emotions of the Galuth generations that were
to come, actually to live through in mind and spirit the anguish that these generations would feel and to set down
knowledge and emotions in immortal songs which would aid their people in regaining their courage and finding relief
during the days when the evil decree would be fulfilled and all the harps of Divine inspiration would fall silent under

the impact of misery.

;s o

O God, heathens have entered Your domain,
defiled Your holy temple,
and turned Jerusalem into ruins.

S vy PR SRR wab s | o wa by
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The Lord is Righteous in All His Ways p. 232-235

How many Batei Mikdash have there been in Jewish history?

How many sanctuaries did we build? The Gemara (Zevahim

118b-119a) enumerates them: the Mishkan in the desert for

thirty-nine years, Gilgal for fourteen years, Shiloh for three
hundred and sixty-nine years, Nov and Giv'on for fifty-seven
years, and King Solomon’s Beit ha-Mikdash in Jerusalem. Add
to that the Bayit Sheni, and so, all together, there were seven
Batei Mikdash. How many were destroyed? I would say four:
Shiloh, Nov, Bayit Rishon, and Bayit Sheni. Shiloh was
destroyed in the days of Eli, when the Philistines captured the
ark (I Sam. 4). That marked hurban Shiloh, for if the ark is cap-
tured, taken prisoner, then the whole Beit ha-Mikdash is worth-
less. At that moment, the sanctity of Shiloh came to an end, for
it makes no sense, indeed it is ridiculous, to speak of “sanctity”
if the ark is under the control of a foreign power. Shiloh was the

14

first Beit ha-Mikdash to be destroyed by non-Jews. And hurban
Shiloh was very significant, because, as we have seen, had
Shiloh not been destroyed there would have been no need for a
Beit ha-Mikdash to be built in Jerusalem. Our entire history
would have been different.

Nov was destroyed at the command of Saul (I Sam. 21-22),
and then came hurban Bayit Rishon and hurban Bayit Sheni.
Note that Kalir mentions here only the four that were
destroyed: Shiloh, Nov, Bayit Rishon, and Bayit Sheni.

Of the four, Nov was different. It was the only hAurban per-
petrated by Jews. Indeed, by definition, hurban means a
destruction caused by non-Jews. I will give you an example.
There is a central issue in Halakhah with regard to Aurban,
one that is still acute today. We still write responsa and essays
about this problem because it lies at the very foundation of the
sanctity of Jerusalem and the Land of Israel. I refer to the
problem, mentioned earlier, of the status of this sanctity after
the hurban. Does hurban destroy the sanctity or not? We call
this problem the disagreement over whether the initial sancti-
fication of Jerusalem was sanctified for all future time as well
as for its own time or not (Megillah 10a). Now, it is clear that if
a Jew had set fire to the Beit ha-Mikdash, if a Jew had put
together an army hundreds of years ago and conquered Eretz
Yisrael, this would not be an issue. It would certainly be
“Kiddeshah le-sha‘atah ve-kidde-shah le-atid la-vo,” sanctified
for the future as well as for its own time. The issue of
“Kiddeshah le-sha‘atah ve-kiddeshah le-atid la-vo o lo kidde-
shah” is exclusively related to hurban perpetrated by gentiles.
Hurban is “O God! The nations have entered into Your inheri-
tance, they have defiled the sanctuary of Your holiness” (Ps.
79:1). And there are only three hurbanot perpetrated by gen-
tiles, Shiloh, Bayit Rishon, and Bayit Sheni.

The question is whether the sanctity will continue after Ha-
Kadosh Barukh Hu permitted the gentiles to destroy the Beit
ha-Mikdash or not. One opinion is that “Kiddeshah le-sha‘atah



ve-lo kiddeshah le-atid la-vo,” there is a mutual exclusivity
between destruction and sanctity. If there is destruction, there
can be no sanctity. This does not mean that they did not want it
to be sanctified for all time. Of course they wanted it to be so.
Why should they not? Of course Joshua, Solomon, and Ezra
wanted it to be so sanctified. But the question is whether or not
the state of sanctity can resist the impact of destruction.
According to one opinion, if there is a destruction wrought by
gentiles, the sanctity has to be terminated; it is simply unable
to continue. But the Rambam (Hilkhot Tefillah 11:11; Hilkhot
Beit ha-Behirah 6:16) disagrees. He holds that despite all these
destructions, we still say “Kiddeshah le-sha‘atah ve-kiddeshah
le-atid la-vo” in Jerusalem and in the Beit ha-Mikdash.
According to the Rambam, not one iota of the sanctity was
removed. He cites a Mishnah (Megillah 28a) on the verse “I will
make your sanctuaries desolate (ve-hashimmoti et
mikdesheikhem)” (Lev. 26:31) which states that they retain
their sanctity even though they have been destroyed. The prob-
lem the Rambam is addressing in this verse is: How can you
have “ve-hashimmoti” and “mikdesheikhem” combined in one
sentence? Is not “Ve-hashim-moti et mikdesheikhem” a contra-
dictory statement? If it is “desolate,” then there is no sanctity,
and if there is sanctity, then there is no desolation! So the
Rambam explains that “Ve-hashimmoti et mikdesheikhem” rep-
resents the great mystery that kedushat ha-Mikdash and
kedushat Yerushalayim survived and will survive in spite of the
hurban. Hurban and kedushah, destruction and sanctity, are, in
fact, not mutually exclusive.

(I studied the principle of “Kiddeshah le-sha‘atah ve-kidde-
shah le-atid la-vo” when I was a little boy, maybe eight or nine
years old, perhaps younger. Somehow these matters, these
problems, attracted my mind, the young mind of an eight- or
nine-year-old boy, as well as the mind of my father, the mind of
a great ga'on and rosh yeshivah. He too was attracted by these
halakhot. Do not forget that I studied these laws in Russia. The
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Russians were very unfriendly to all religious Jews. Indeed, to
speak about “Kiddeshah le-sha‘atah ve-kiddeshah le-atid la-vo”
in the historical terms of the first part of the twentieth century
was almost a fantasy. But it is not a fantasy any more. Now it
is a reality. Now that we have an army, this issue is a halakhic
problem and a practical problem.)

(See Hirsch Siddur below)
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They have left Your servants’ corpses

as food for the fowl of heaven,
and the flesh of Your faithful for the wild beasts.
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Their blood was shed like water around Jerusalem,

with none to bury them.
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We have become the butt of our neighbors,
the scorn and derision of those around us.

16



The Hirsch Psalms

V.4. “So it was quite natural that we, who have survived, have become the target of ridicule and cause for o%7j7.” Since
the term 0%y is employed in the language of our prayerbooks to denote praise and fame, it would seem that the
meaning of this root is obvious, and it could hardly be assumed that 0%7j7 might also mean derision. We much rather
believe that, even as o%j7 denotes the praise, extolling or glorification of another, it could also mean the glorification or
praise of self, and does have that meaning in this case. We became ay7 and 0%y to them; they scorned us and

exalted themselves. To them our degradation was a cause for self-praise. To deride the Jew was considered part of
the glory of the nations.

FINIR WRD P e qin
How long, O LORD, will You be angry forever,
will Your indignation blaze like fire?

PR Ty

The Hirsch Psalms

V.5. i1 Tv. Since nn indicates an objective concept rather than one of time, nn Tv would mean “to what end” rather
than “how long.” Asaph pleads with God, “How far must our destruction proceed before Thou wilt cease to be angry?
For Thou are "1 and wilt remain so forever. The purpose of all Thy decrees, even those that seem harshest, has
never been destruction, but only rejuvenation and the granting of a new future.”
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Pour out Your fury on the nations that do not know You,
upon the kingdoms that do not invoke Your name,
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The Koren Haggada p.133-132

POUR OUT YOUR RAGE UPON THE NATIONS
This passage, not part of the earliest Haggadot, was added during the Middle Ages,
during one of the darkest periods of anti-Jewish persecution. It began with the

First Crusade (1096), in which, on their way to the Holy Land, the Crusaders of our people who were murdered, sometimes in the name of the God of love.
We ask God to reveal to us, at the end of days, the meaning of all this suffering.

These verses are a cry of pain coming to us from one of the dark nights of the
Jewish soul, as if to say: “Let us understand, one day if not now, the justice of
Your world, O Judge of all the earth.”

the tragedy of the Jewish people in the past, the many thousands and millions

stopped to massacre Jewish communities in Worms, Speyer, and Mainz. It was
the beginning of centuries of persecution, often in the name of religion.

One of the recurring events that made Pesah in particular a time of fear
was the blood libel. This originated in Norwich in 1144 and eventually spread
throughout Europe. It is one of the few cases where persecution has left its
mark on Jewish law. Several authorities ruled that though, preferably, the wine
drunk on Pesah should be red, in communities where there is risk of a blood
libel, white wine may be used instead.

‘What is notable about this addition to the Haggada is its restraint. For cen-
turies, Jews suffered a series of devastating blows — massacres, pogroms, forced
conversions, inquisitions, confinement to ghettos, punitive taxation, and expul-

POUR OUT YOUR RAGE UPON THE NATIONS

In one manuscript from Worms, 1521, there is a unique addition to the Haggada
alongside “Pour out Your rage.” It is a prayer of thanks for the righteous gentiles
throughout history who, rather than persecuting Jews, befriended them and
protected them at times of danger:

Pour out Your love on the nations who have known You,

sions, culminating, in the very heart of “enlightened” Europe, in the Holocaust. Yet And on the kingdoms who call upon Your name.
these verses — two from Psalms, one from the Book of Lamentations — are almost For they show loving-kindness to the seed of Jacob,
the only trace left by this experience on the Haggada, the night we recall our past. And they defend Your people Israel from those
Albert Einstein once spoke of the “almost fanatical love of justice” as one of Who would devour them alive.
the “features of the Jewish tradition which make me thank my stars that I belong May they live to see the sukka of peace spread over Your chosen ones,
to it” (The World as I See It). Judaism is a religion of justice. It is also a religion And to participate in the joy of Your nations.

of love, compassion, forgiveness, generosity, and peace. But from the beginning
it has wrestled with the question of how to bring the Divine Presence down to
earth, in the structures and institutions of society. The precondition is justice.
Once that exists, there is room for the many other virtues that humanize our
world. But without justice, something fundamental is missing. “Pour out Your
rage” is not a call for vengeance. Itis not a call to human action at all. It is, rather,
a prayer for divine justice.

At this point in the seder, as we turn from the past to the future, we reflect on

Lehmann’s Passover Hagadah p.271-275
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Pour out thy wrath upon the nations who know Thee not, and upon the
kingdoms that do not proclaim thy name. For He has consumed Jacob and
they have desolated his dwelling. Pour out upon them thine indignation and
let the fierceness of thy anger overtake them. Pursue them in anger and
destroy them from under the heavens of the Lord.

These sentences, taken from the Psalms and from the Lamentations of Jeremiah,
introduce the second part of the Hallel, the first part of which has already been
recited. The first songs of the Hallel described the going forth of Israel from
Egypt. The first Berachah of the grace after the solemn festive meal that followed,
transported us to the wandering in the wilderness with its provision of Manna,
for with this Berachah, Moses greeted the heavenly gift of Manna. (We have
already discussed this fully in explaining this blessing). The second Berachah
brought alive for us the entry and acquisition of the Holy Land by God’s people.
The third Berachah, instituted by David and Solomon, concerns Jerusalem, Zion,
and the Temple that was built there. The fourth Berachah dealt with the period
after the destruction of the Temple and the experiences, so significant for the
Jewish exiles, associated with that time. Thus the first part of the Hallel,
together with the grace, forms a concise but complete recapitulation of the
history of Israel from the exodus from Egypt up to the present day. The final
unfolding of the history of Israel, the troubles and crises that will affect all
mankind before the Messianic rebirth, until the time when Israel, on account
of their previous historic experiences, will call all nations to unite in paying
homage to God, are described in the part of the Hallel that now follows.

Uplifted by the festive mood of these hours of commemoration those celebrat-
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ing the Pesach festival in each family, may sometimes be carried away from reality.
By reproducing these sentences for us, the Hagadah reminds us of the difference
between those reciting the Jewish national hymn and those to whom their fong
is directed. They are not afraid of recognising this contrast. They open the doors
and proclaim it loudly into the night. And this cry, that has rung out for thousands
of years, has not vanished without trace. How times, men and nations have
changed since Asaph’s harp and Jeremiah’s lament first ctied out these words
into the world! In our own environment, in our whole continent and far beyond,
there is no longer 2 nation or kingdom that does not kaow God and does not
proclaim His name! The cry will, however, continue to resound from Jewish houses
until it finds its true response in every human breast. Malicious or superficial cri-
tics have claimed to see it as a sign of vain self-glorification. But to see the meaning
that we Jews really give to these words when we proclaim them from open doors
on the Seder evenings, let us quote from one of the many hundreds of com-
mentaries with which the Hagadah has been adorned. We have in front of us
the commentary &>8» wyn by Rabbi Eliezer Ashkenazi. It is more than three
hundred years old, and written in Hebrew, and is one of the four parts of a
large and comprehensive work, "1 "wyn, The work was therefore not intended
for non-Jewish readers, and the following is a literal translation of the passage
in question :

“The interposition of these sentences: ‘Pour out thy wrath, etc.’ in
the middle of the Hallel Psalms (CXIV ff.) that celebrate the redemption
from Egypt has been found surprising. The connection, however, seems
to be as follows. The author of the Hagadah has told the story of the
going forth from Egypt, in order to show how the sojourn in Egypt and
the going forth from there had the unmistakable purpose of proclaiming
the sovereignty of God. After the miracles and signs that God performed
have been recounted, these sentences from Psalm LXXIX are intended
to say: °If, after all these proclamations, through such miraculous signs,
there still remain non-Jewish peoples and kingdoms that have not re-
cognised this Divine revelation, so that the whole purpose of an Abraham,
to bring the awareness of God to all humanity, has not been finally
attained even by the going forth from Egypt, in that there still remain

curse-ridden non-Jewish circles who do not know the name of God,
they must be taught this by the wrath of God which then pours over them.

If any of the non-Jews under whose protection we live in the Diaspora,
may think that we are reviling them with these words, they are faced by
our clearly expressed duty, which bids us to pray for their well-being.
How could we direct two such contradictory prayers to God, praised be
His name? God forbid, that even in the secret of our chambers we should
slander the king under whose protection we live! This is witnessed by
these very sentences, in which we say that God should pour forth His
wrath upon those nations that do not know him, those, for exa.mple, .that
deny the fact of the going forth from Egypt with all its associated signs
and miracles. It is clear, however, that all the non-Jews amongst whom
the exiles are scattered, are aware of the exodus from Egypt, are con-
vinced of its occurrence and do understand its meaning. Thus we are
saying specifically that God should not exercise His wrath upon those
who do know His name. But to make matters quite clear, that those
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who destroyed the Temple, did not at that time possess the religions
that are today represented by Christians and Moslems—for they did not
exist at that time — and were most likely idol-worshippers, the sentence
follows that those non-Jews that destroyed the Temple did not know
God, and therefore consumed Jacob and desolated His Temple. But our
Christians, and equally the adherents of Islam, do know God and re-
cognise the fact of the exodus from Egypt. It would, therefore, be quite
wrong to imagine that our laws require us to seek to revile them,

Even if we allow ourselves to be carried away and to execrate those
who do eivl to us and harm us illegally, this would not, God forbid,
be by permission of our religious laws. After all, it is only human to
execrate a person who treats one abominably. A person might even exe-
crate his own son or brother if he treats him with enmity or deals unjustly
with him. Thus, it might happen that in certain isolated instances we also
might utter an execration. But far be it from us to curse a whole
nation, even if there are individuals in its midst that do us harm! That
would not be according to the will of God. Did not the first of all the
faithful cry out that this could not accord with the will of God, when
he said: "Wouldst thou carry off the innocent with the guilty?’ Thus
spoke the master of all the prophets: ‘Shall one man sin, and wouldst
Thou be angry with all the congregation?’ From these passages it is clear
that we are not entitled, on the basis of our religious laws, to utter a
curse against those people who recognise God and the exodus from Egypt,
even if they have not otherwise accepted the Torah. Even the conquest of

Canaan was permitted only after the exodus from Egypt, where God's
will was so clearly apparent and yet not recognised by those peoples.
Therefore, these sentences are followed by the words of the psalmist :
‘Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory.” This
implies: ‘May God pour forth His wrath upon the idolaters, not be-
cause they have consumed Jacob and desolated his dwelling, but because
they do not recognise His name.”
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We have stressed this point because, to this day, this accusation is made against
us by our enemies. However, a glance at the wording of the sentences in question
shows that even for those against whom the words are actually directed, the
curse-ridden fate varies. Peoples 2" and kingdoms, states, M3%»» are mentioned
here.The peoples, who reject the awareness of God, should have God’'s wrath
directed fowards them; on the other hand, the kingdoms and states which do not
allow God's name to be recognised should have God’s wrath poured on to them. As
Hirsch points out, in his commentary to Psalms, it does not say BMXT #9, not ‘pour
forth thy displeasure #pon the heathen, but &™w1 7%, ‘let thy displeasure
reach up to them,’ let those learn to know it, TP &% WX, who have not re-
cognised Thee in the fate which, through them, Thou hast caused to befall us.
nO%ni 73, the states, the powers that have not proclaimed thy Name, let them
be destroyed through thy wrath! They adorned themselves with the laurels
of victory on our ruins and had no idea that they were only tools in thy hand.
2py> nk 93X 3. “For He has consumed Jacob, but #bey laid waste his dwelling-
places.” The subject of 3% is the ‘™MW that precedes it. For in fact it was thy
Name that consumed Jacob because they (the Jewish people) had ceased to be
worthy of bearing that Name. In reality therefore, thy Name was the victor,
while according to their thinking, they had destroyed for thy Name its dwelling-
place! It is against these destroyers of the Divine abode, that this aspect cf
God’s wrath is directed, 12y BP9y 992 : “Pour forth Thine indignation upon
them and let the fierceness of Thine anger overtake them.” (Psalm LXIX, 25).

With human pursuit, there is usually a great difference between the pursuit
and the achievement of its object. Pursuit is usually an attempt to place another
in one’s power, in order, if successful, to let him feel the effect of that power.
But when God pursues, his quarry is already caught. There, pursuit and destruct-
ion come together, because the pursuit is under God’s heaven, within the domain

of Divine might. We may not see the fulfilment of this curse-laden fate, which
faces the powers who seek to withold their recognition of God. But God's
heaven, that spreads also over those that deny God, is a guarantee that that
which withdraws from God — and is therefore pursued by him — is already
doomed to destruction. Thus this passage ends with the words (Lamentations
III, 66): “Pursue in anger; Thou wilt destroy them from under the heavens
of the Lord.” "1 'n2 nnnn ornom X2 MmN,

If those taking part in the Seder service cast their eyes back through history
on the peoples and kingdoms that have exerted their superior strength upon
them, they will appreciate the impressive truth that lies in this curse. Sunk with-
out trace! Egyptians, Amalekites, Philistines, Babylonians, Persians, Medes, Greeks
and Romans, all have departed from the stage of history, their empires destroyed,
their mighty influence broken, because they did not wish to know God and
proclaim His Name. Only the one weak herald of God's message lives on,
celebrating the feast of their freedom, and singing, as did their men of God
inspired by the Holy Spirit, of the disastrous fate of all those who resist God
and His law.

Imbued with these thoughts, the celebrants fill their beakers for the fourth
time and once again take up their national hymn, whose commentary is formed by
world history, and for whose truth the singers themselves are the evidence. They
bear witness to the greatness and the glory of God so loudly and so fervently
that the witnesses themselves, and their part in the attainment of this glory, dis-
appear entirely before the exalted object of their testimony :

21



A AT Shpme DN D
for they have devoured Jacob
and desolated his home.

The Hirsch Psalms

V.7. a1 '7ox 2. The subject of 7o« is the preceding Jnw in Verse 6. “For in reality it was Thy Name which devoured
Jacob because Jacob was no longer worthy of bearing it. Hence it was Thy Name, and not our foes, that won the
victory. And yet they thought that they had laid waste the habitation of Thy Name.”
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Do not hold our former iniquities against us;
let Your compassion come swiftly toward us,
for we have sunk very low.

The Hirsch Psalms

V.8. '1a1 1>t 7x. The Torah refers to the transgression of the earlier generations which brought on the ni7a in these
words: m7a my ond7ini, “they left to chance their walking with the Lord.” Their transgression lay in that their prime
goal was to strive for riches and pleasures, and thus they fulfilled only such laws of God as happened to be
compatible with their ambitions. Asaph prays, “May it be Thy will to regard the sufferings of the generations of exile,
who have sacrificed their all in order to remain loyal to God’s Law, as adequate atonement for this grievous
transgression of those that came before us. For on the path to this atonement we have been brought very low, so low
that we should utterly perish if Thou wilt not speedily come to our aid. Therefore let Thy compassion, to which all men
have the inalienable right to appeal because they are Thy creatures, anticipate our destruction.” Or, “Even though we
may not yet deserve it, let Thy compassion come to meet us before we, Thy historic creation, vanish from the ranks
of earth’s existing nations.”

e {op WNDIY 91 WYm AYmTIED NE TRy B PN |
Help us, O God, our deliverer,
for the sake of the glory of Your name.
Save us and forgive our sin,
for the sake of Your name.
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The Hirsch Psalms

V.9. 'z mty. There is one other consideration that leads Israel to deem itself justified in calling upon God for help in
the midst of exile. For God is nyw' '77x He is not nnyiw 1778, “the God of our help,” but has ever been nyw' '77x, “the
God of our salvation,” of our true and actual “being.” In view of the talents with which the Jewish people was
endowed, we could have attained honor and prosperity among the nations at any time, if only we had decided to
abandon God and His Laws. However, Israel in exile has staked all of its “existence” upon God; Israel could not
conceive of any existence that lacked communion with Him. Israel renounced everything else and remained with
God. Therefore it has remained “the people of God” even in banishment and dispersion, and its survival and
endurance through the ages became a sign of “the finger of God” to mankind. Israel’s survival served the nw 72>
2Iman; it served the cause of the glorification of God's Name, and it is Jnw 1125 1271 %y, in the interest of glorification of
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His Name, that Israel hopes for God’s assistance. It is for this reason that Israel dares beseech Him for deliverance
and for complete pardon for all past errors, 1w [ynY, for the sake of "1 nw, by which God has declared Himself as the
One Who is ready at all times to grant a new future.
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Let the nations not say, “Where is their God?”
Before our eyes let it be known among the nations
that You avenge the spilled blood of Your servants.
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The Hirsch Psalms

V.10. ... May in*178, Whom they deny because they do not see His workings, become known and acknowledged
among the nations, the arrogant ones (according to the arn>) 11'2'v%, still in our own experience, or, “through that
which Thou dost cause us to witness.” Let this be q19wn 7'1ay 0T NnjA, the satisfaction for the blood of thy servants
that was shed. The blood of Thy servants shall be atoned for, when the descendants of those who failed to recognize
the God of Jewish truth, and slaughtered His servants, will be made to witness the survival and eventual deliverance
of the succeeding generations of Israel whom the martyrs inspire by their example to remain of good courage and to
be ready to make any sacrifice required in order to endure, If, witnessing Israel’s survival and redemption, the nations
will acquire better understanding and eventually recognize the truth of Judaism, then those who were innocently
slaughtered shall not have died in vain.
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Let the groans of the prisoners reach You;

reprieve those condemned to death,

as befits Your great strength.
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The Hirsch Psalms

V.11. ... “Now, O Lord, show quint 712, the greatness of Thy arm; show how, beyond all the might and machinations
of men, nnmn 121 NN, Thou art able to grant ‘survival’ to the very ones whom men would expect to die out and
whom the nations would seek to render extinct.”
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Pay back our neighbors sevenfold
for the abuse they have flung at You, O Lord.
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Then we, Your people,

the flock You shepherd,

shall glorify You forever;

for all time we shall tell Your praises.

The Hirsch Psalms

V.13. ...” 01v7 77 nTa nwan (xxiny. We shall render God homage forever with all our acts and with the destiny of

our lives, 2im iTY, and let each generation deem it its task to bequeath to its descendants the memory of the

manifestations of the mighty acts of God.”

Days of Deliverance p. 143-147

& The Concealed Word
of Hanukkah

Hidden and Revealed

One can see that which is revealed, but not that which is
concealed. The Kabbalists spoke often about the antithesis
between the hidden world, the alma de-itkassya, and the
revealed world, the alma de-itgallya. These terms express the
idea that most things that humans can sense are only the last
phase in a long evolutionary process that unfolded quietly, far
from the perception of the human eye, which ean discern only
things that are ripe and complete.

This principle is based on certain scientific-philosophical
assumptions, the same assumptions that underlie all evolut.iuu.-
ary theories, which are broadly applicable to the natural sci-
ences. But it is also of supreme importance in the field of his-
torical research and historical understanding. Many errors and

misapprehensions result from the fact that the vast majority of
common people—and sometimes even educated people and his-
torians—see only the final, complete phase, the revealed events
in history, and not the concealed, the deep and mysterious,
which is the underlying reason for everything that happens. As
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a result, people develop false conceptions regarding historical
periods, events, and personalities.

If there is a historical holiday that has been misunderstood
by everyone, it is Hanukkah. The reason for this is the pecu-
liarity of the holiday, and the fact that the reasons for its estab-
lishment were not revealed in our Holy Scripture; we have no
official, prophetic account of the underpinnings and essence of
Hanukkah. It has therefore become a free-for-all at which all try
their hand and say what they wish. Even the anonymous author
of Sifrei ha-Makkabim, the Books of the Maceabees, who lived
through that period, provides only the rudiments of under-
standing the content and meaning of the holiday,

Everyone sees the revealed world of Hanukkah, and it fills
them with wonder, They understand the story of the heroism on
the battlefield, of military victories—“for the salvations and the
wars”—and the obvious miracle of the single cruse of oil. But
the concealed—the mysterious—is completely neglected. Yet, if
we were to limit the miracle of Hanukkah to the revealed, we
would not need to celebrate the holiday today.

We have no lack of military victories in our history, but we
nevertheless do not celebrate them. To borrow a phrase of
Maimonides, there is a type of holiness that is temporary and
one that is everlasting: “When the Land [of Israel] was lost, its
[previous] conquest was cancelled and its holiness was annulled”
(Hilkhot Terumot 1:6). A military victory, a political triumph,
does not last forever. A later defeat wipes everything away. As for
the miracle of the cruse of oil—we had no lack of miracles in the
Temple, and yet we made no commemorative holiday. What is
there to celebrate if the light burned miraculously but later was
extinguished? When the miracle ceased, so did the attendant
happiness. If Hanukkah has remained a holiday throughout the
generations, that is a sign that we celebrate not Jjust what was

revealed in those days, but what continues to our times. Indeed,
we must understand the miracle of the concealed world, because
that is the point of the entire holiday.
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The Letters and the Scroll

During the Second Temple era, our enemies invaded the
Temple twice—first the Greeks entered during the days of the
Hasmoneans, and subsequently Titus the Roman entered the
Holy of Holies. For Jews, it is a national tragedy when either
Greek or Roman soldiers enter the sanctuary or the Holy of
Holies. Not for nothing did the psalmist lament: “Foreigners
have entered Your land” (Ps. 79:1).

However, there is a fundamental difference between the
invasion of the Temple by Titus and that of Antiochus. When
Titus' legions sacked Jerusalem and entered the Temple, they
destroyed it, burning it to the ground. The result of the Roman
victory was the destruction of the Temple. But when the Greeks
penetrated the Temple, they did not touch a thing; they caused
no harm to the sanctuary or to the courtyard. Everything
remained intact. What did they do there? The baraita tells us:
“When the Greeks entered the sanctuary, they defiled all the
0il” (Shabbat 21b). They defiled the oil that was used to light the
menorah. Why did the Greeks not destroy the sanctuary as
well?

Let us examine a seemingly strange ruling. The Talmud
says:

R. Huna says: He who sees a Torah scroll being burned
must rend two rents [as a sign of mourning]: one for the
scroll itself, and one for the script, as it says (Jer. 36:27):
“After the king burned the scroll and what was written
on it” (Mo'ed Katan 26a).

This rule is difficult to understand. The Talmud tells us that
when the Romans burned R. Hanina b. Teradyon and the Torah
scroll with him: “His students asked him: ‘Master, what do you
see? And he answered: ‘The scrolls are burning, and the letters
flying up in the air’” (Avodah Zarah 18a). From this we see that

only the scrolls, the parchment, can burn, but the letters are not
consumed. Why then does R. Huna demand two rents, one for
the scroll and one for the letters?

The answer is simple: it depends on who does the burning,
who destroys the Torah scroll. If the Torah seroll is burned by
non-Jews, then only the scroll, the parchment, the physical form
of the Torah is destroyed. A non-Jew, no matter how powerful he
is—even Hadrian in his time—has power only over the physical
scroll. He cannot burn the letters; they ascend into the air, On
the contrary, the more scrolls that are burned, the more power-
ful the letters become; they find new scrolls, which they inscribe
with their script. Atop each decree of foreign kings, atop each
punishment from Heaven, new laws are built. “On each kotz
(jot; lit., thorn), heaps upon heaps of laws are built” (Menahot
29b),

When the Roman executioner burned R. Hanina ben
Teradyon, the letters of the Torah scroll danced in the air and
blew in his face, In that case, one had to make only one rent—
for the scroll, but not for the letters. But when Jews burn the
Torah scroll, as Jehoiakim did in his day (Jer. 36:23), they
destroy not just the scrolls, but the writing, the letters, the spir-
it, the soul. A non-Jew can destroy the physical walls; only a
Jew can defile the soul.

Regarding the verse, “A song for Asaf: O God, foreigners
have entered Your land” (Ps. 79:1), the Midrash asks, Why does
it say “A song for Asaf”? Should it not have said “A lamentation
for Asaf”? The Midrash answers that it is indeed a song for Asaf,
because the enemy poured out his wrath on wood and stone
(Midrash Tehillim 69). The Hatam Sofer explains that Asaf
sang because the Romans had power only over wood and stone,
over the earthly Temple's physical existence. It was non-Jews
who “have entered Your land;” it was non-Jews, not Jews, who
entered the sanctuary. Had Jews entered, they would have
destroyed not only the earthly Temple, but also the heavenly
Temple, the Jewish soul; they would have annulled God’s image,

defiled the Shekhinah, burnt the letters. In that case, Asaf
would not have been able to sing a song.

We Jews, for the most part, do not harm the scroll, the
earthly Temple, the wood and stone structure. On the contrary,
Jews for the most part greatly respect the external trappings of
sanctity. Jews do not destroy the parchment; they defile the let-

ters.

Eliminating Impurity

The revealed part of Hanukkah consists of liberation from
bondage, saving the scrolls from fire, destroying the pagan stat-
ues and idols, and expelling the gentiles from the Temple and
from Jerusalem. But the concealed world of Hanukkah means
something else entirely. It concerns purifying the defilement of

the souls, of the letters.

The Hasmoneans fought not only against enslavement to an
imperial power, but also, and perhaps especially, against defile-
ment. They fought for purity of the soul of the entire Jewish col-
lective, and they were as successful in that struggle as they
were in their political battle. They proved that one can not only
defeat an enemy on the battlefield, but one can also purify the
spiritual defilement of a whole population, one which has sunk
deeply into impurity of the soul and contamination of the spir-
it. In a short time, the people can be reborn; they can renew and
purify themselves. The Hasmoneans proved that one can behold
the wonder of “I will sprinkle pure water upon you, and you
shall be pure; from all your impurities, and from all your idols,
will I purify you” (Ezek. 36:25). This miracle—the miracle of the
victory over defilement—has eternal value. Since the
Hasmonean period, the establishment of purity has remained
the cornerstone of our faith. We have had any number of sects,
apostates, and converts out of the faith, but the people as a
whole were not defiled. The miracle of the Hasmonean period
was the miracle of purification, which continues in our days.
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Rav Yakov Haber - TorahWeb

The Gemara in Kiddushin (31b) records that Avimi once served a cup of water to his father, R. Avahu. Finding his
father sleeping, Avimi stood there waiting from him to awaken. In the meantime, he was inspired to interpret the
Psalm (79), "Mizmor L'Asaf ba'u goyim nachalasecha, samu es Y'rushalayim liyim - A song to Assaf: the nations
have entered Your inheritance, they have turned Jerusalem into ruins!" Rashi explains that Avimi found the usage of
the word, "mizmor", a song, difficult. When speaking of the destruction of Jerusalem, the word, "kina", a dirge, would
have been more appropriate! He answered similarly to the aforementioned teaching that the song refers to the fact
that Hashem took out his wrath on wood and stones and preserved the Jewish people.

Why did Avimi expound on this particular verse at this precise time? Rav Pincus explained that standing over his
father, refusing to just place the cup on the table, Avimi realized how much love existed between father and son. He
used this as a tool to understand the relationship between our Father in Heaven and B'nei Yisrael. Because of this
great love, Avimi realized that clearly the destruction of the Mikdash was not an act of Divine punishment intending to
banish the Jewish people forever. A father always loves his child. The destruction must be interpreted as a necessary
separation to preserve, rather than destroy, the Jewish people.

Rav Pincus further explained that this love being implicit even at the very moment of churban is demonstrated by Klal
Yisrael by lifting some of the customary restrictions of mourning after noon. Then we may sit on regular seats and
the paroches is returned. Women then have a custom to sweep the house and start preparing the post Tisha B'Av
meal. The Beis HaMikdash was set aflame toward evening of the ninth of Av (Ta'anis 29a). At that very moment, we
begin to lift some of the restrictions of mourning since this very destruction also demonstrated Divine love.
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Lehmann’s Passover Hagadah p.355-356

Our enemies are not usually satisfied with theoretical impatience. They turn it into deeds, deeds that must evoke the disgust and indignation of all
rightminded people, if there are still any such when Jews are to be the victims. If only those of other faiths were once faced with the roll of the murdered
and the beaten who fell victims to their intolerance, they would sink into the ground in shame, and curse the memory of those who turned the world into
a great cemetery. The weapons of human slaughterers are obviously not always the same. In civilized circles today it would no longer be suggested
that Jews should be simply murdered,* but no one is concerned even today, about blocking their means to sustenance. Laws were not invented without
purpose; they are on occasion quite a good substitute for the slaughterer’s knife!

*Written in the latter half of the 19" century, when no one dreamt that the veneer of ‘civilisation’ would one day fall away, and produce the Nazi holocaust which devoured
6,000,000 of our brethren.
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Mishpacha Magazine
5783: The Year That Was
By Shmuel Botnick and Yosef Herz |
SEPTEMBER 12, 2023

The tragedies have been multiple,
but so were the flashes of inspiration

Prior to Mashiach’s coming there will be the
Chevlei Mashiach, the searing birth pains that
come as a majestic new reality edges into being.
Reflecting over all that’s transpired since the
onset of 5783, one can only hope that we’ve
heard the final cries of anguish as we usher in a
year of joyous redemption. We have every reason
to be hopeful. The tragedies have been multiple,
but so were the flashes of inspiration, those
moments when the invincible grandeur of our
people become so tangibly apparent. Through
the good and the difficult our hopes for the
realization of our destiny remain whole, vibrant,
and unified. May we all merit a kesivah
v’chasimah tovah. Amen.
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Artscroll Midrash Rabbah

@ The Mockery of Amalek By their deeds and words, the nation of
Amalek mocked God and His commandments. It is not clear, however,
why their mockery took this particular form. R’ Yitzchak Sorotzkin
explains the ideas that underlay their actions.

The nations of the world are under the dominion of the natural
forces of Creation. The same is not true of Israel, over whom the
celestial signs and astrological forces hold no sway [for Israel is under
the dominion of God Himself, and so is subject to no other jurisdiction]
(Shabbos 156a). This holds true as long as the Jewish nation cleaves to
God. If, however, Jews become mired in sin and succumb to the temp-
tations of the physical world, they have in effect departed the precincts
of the Holy and joined the natural order. They have repudiated their
privileged position and are thus subject, as are all other nations, to the
- jurisdiction of the natural forces (Teshuvos HaRashba, Vol. 1 §19).

! Scripture states that Amalek attacked the weak ones of Israel, the
. ones who lagged behind the main columns of Israel in her travels
through the Wilderness (Deuteronomy 25:18). The Rabbis explain that
these Jews had been “weakened” through sin, and were ejected from
the protective Clouds of Glory that enclosed the rest of the nation.
Thus exposed, they were easy prey for Amalek (see Rashi and Sifrei to

323. [Le,, in the center of his body] According to the Rabbis, cheik
refers to circumcision, and the nations’ actions in that regard likewise
constituted a sin against God (see Midrash further). It was because
they sinned against God that Asaph requested a sevenfold punish-
ment [whereas Jeremiah was concerned with the sins that the nations
committed against the Jewish people, as in the preceding note} (ibid.).

324. The evil nation of Amalek fell upon the Jews soon after they left
Egypt and attacked the weak and the faint who walked in the rear
(Deuteronomy 25:17-19). Midrash Tanchuma (ibid. §10) and Pesikta
Rabbasi (§12 in Ish Shalom edition) derive from the phrase 32 2am
(and struck the hindmost among you, in Deuteronomy 25:18) that the
Amalekites struck a 231 nan, a blow to the tail — i.e., they castrated
the Israelite males and then flung the organs upward in a gesture of
deﬁanee@toward God (see Matnos Kehunah, Maharzu, Eitz Yosef). See
Insight @A.

Deuteronomy ibid.). R’ Sorotzkin explains that through their sins, these
Jews had removed themselves from God's special protection and made
themselves vulnerable to the astrological forces that were Amalek’s
milieu (see Rashi, Exodus 17:12). Having entered Amalek’s world, they
were subject to the rules of that world, and so fell victim to Amalek.

The mitzvah of circumcision sanctifies the Jewish people to God's
service, and is responsible for and emblematic of their elevation to the
exalted position described above, in which their fate is not like that
of other nations, but is in the hands of God alone, independent of all
celestial influence (see Beis Halevi to Parashas Lech Lecha). When the
Amalekites overcame the “weakened” Jews, they saw their victory as a
repudiation of the notion that Israel stood outside the natural order,
and under the protection of God Himself. To mock the Jewish belief
in Israel’s exceptionalism, the Amalekites took the circumcised organs,
which symbolized the special status of Israel, and threw them skyward,
and proclaimed, “This is what You chose,” i.e,, to elevate Israel through
the mitzvah of circumcision. “Here is what You chose,” meaning, it was
to no avail, for Israel’s defeat indicates that she too, like every other
nation, is subject to the natural forces of Creation (Gevuras Yitzchak,
Chanukah §12, pp. 188-189).
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Rav Yakov Haber - TorahWeb

It is well known that an important part of Islam is prayer. Copying the model of Yom Kippur, devout Moslems pray five
times a day. In much of the Western world nowadays one can find Moslems stopping their schedules irrespective of
what they are doing placing the prayer mat on the floor inside or outside and praying. Because Islam abhors any
images and idolatry, their conceptualization of the Divine Being is a monotheistic one, and hence they are praying to
the same G-d as we are. It is essential that we invest enormous effort into our prayers in order to engage properly in
this part of the battle against those members of Yishmael who try to destroy us and chase us out of our land. Baruch
Hashem, we have a Jewish army to help protect us, but we dare not forget Ya'akov Avinu's model of preparing for
battle and for prayer especially against a nation who excels in prayer. Some humble suggestions of enhancing our
prayers specifically regarding protection from our enemies include: 1) reciting the parsha ha'akeida describing
Yitzchak Avinu's willingness to give up his very life for Hashem transcending Yishmael's willing submission to bris
mila (see below) when he was 13 years old (see Rashi to Bereishis 22:1). 2) Reciting the series of phrases beginning
"Shomeir Yisrael" at the end of tachanun with concentration invoking the unique merits of Klal Yisrael. 3) Reciting at
least parts of the "V'hu rachum" addition said on Mondays and Thursdays slowly and with concentration.

In Tehillim (79:6), in one of the Psalms which were recited by many communities during the Gulf War (and
on Seder night), we find the following verse: "Ixap X7 Jnwa AWWKR NN W1 T X7 WK 0N 7y nnn v - "Pour
out your wrath on the nations which do not know you and on the kingdoms which do not call out Your name." | found
myself troubled by the fact that this verse does not seem to be relevant with respect to those of the Arab nations who
ruthlessly attack the Jewish people since they do "know" the One and Only G-d and they do call out in His hame. |
was subsequently comforted by the passage in Yirmiyahu which states:

Let not the wise man take pride in his wisdom; let not the mighty take pride in his strength; let not the wealthy take
pride in his wealth. Rather, only in this should one looking for pride take pride - pondering and knowing Me, for | am
Hashem who does kindness, justice and charity in the land, for these | desire, says G-d. (9:22-23)
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contemplation of His perfection, His oneness and His Providence, but also in
acting kindly to others and seeking justice for the persecuted.

Hence, those descendants of Yishmael who use their talents to maim and to kill indiscriminately, to shoot at innocent
families driving on highways sometimes killing a couple leaving a whole family of orphans, who brutally stab those
sitting at Shabbos dinner, who blow themselves up bombing pizzerias and hotels killing dozens of Jews, who terrorize
millions with indiscriminate rocket launchings do not really know G-d even if they pray to Him. We can confidently
pray, "Pour out your wrath on those who do not know you!" concerning this enemy as well.

A passage in the Zohar (2:32a) is most revealing:

R. Chiya sighed and cried and began, "And Sarai was barren and had no child." Woe for this; woe for that time that
Hagar bore Yishmael. Said R. Yose to him, "Why [the cries], but afterward Sarai gave birth to a son of holy stock?"
He replied..."So | heard from the mouth of R. Shimon ... '‘Because Sara delayed [in having children]...this caused
Hagar to inherit Sara her mistress, and she had a son from Avraham, and Avraham said, "May Yishmael live before
you". Even though HKB"H informed him of the future birth of Yitzchak, Avraham cleaved to Yishmael
until HKB"H responded, "And | have heard you concerning Yishmael..." Afterward he underwent circumcision and
entered the holy covenant before Yitzchak entered the world. Come and see, for 400 years the guardian angel of
Yishmael pleaded before HKB"H and said, "Does one who had a circumcision have a share in Your Name?" He
replied: "Yes!" [The angel] replied, "But Yishmael was circumcised [and furthermore he was circumcised at 13 years
old!]. Why does he not have a share in You like Yitzchak?" [Hashem] replied, "[Yitzchak] circumcised as appropriate,
and properly; [Yishmael] did not do so. Furthermore, these [Yitzchak's descendants] cleave to me as appropriate
when eight days old, whereas these [Yishmael's descendants] are distant from me for many days." Said [the guardian
angel], "Even so, since he is circumcised should he not get a good reward because of it?"... What did HKB"H do? He
distanced the bnei Yishmael from cleaving up on High and gave them a share in the Holy Land because of their
circumcision. And the bnei Yishmael are destined to rule over the Holy Land when it is empty for a long time just as
their circumcision is empty without completion, and they will prevent bnei Yisrael from returning to their land until that
merit of the bnei Yishmael expires."

Here we see that Yishmael's dedication to bris mila gives them a powerful source of Heavenly merit and even a
temporary right to Eretz Yisrael. But we know that concerning bris mila the Torah tells us (Bereishis 17:7): "And | will
establish my covenant between Me and you and between your descendants after you for all their generations as an
eternal covenant to be your G-d and for your descendants after you." This mitzva is not just an isolated one; it is the
gateway to a lifetime of devotion to Hashem and His Torah. Only our dedication to this bris and what it represents
individually and collectively can, in the long run, outweigh Yishmael's connection to this mitzva.

Yishmael is called a "pere adam - a wild one among men". Rav Yechiel Weitzman explains this as follows: The term
"Adam" - reminiscent of Adam HaRishon - used here is indicative of the fact that Yishmael's descendants will have a
deep, spiritual connection to G-d, but it will be with wildness and without any proper restraint. Indeed, Yishmael's
willingness to kill and even commit suicide purportedly for G-d with cries of "Allahu akhbar - G-d is great!" has been
readily apparent throughout history and especially in our era. What are we to learn from this?

Rav Weitzman suggests that the unconventional warfare which Yishmael launches against the Jewish people is
designed to shake us out our sense of reliance on our own efforts alone and to realize that "Hashem Ish milchama -
only G-d is the real Master of war" and that our victory over our enemies is in His hands alone. We are fortunate to
have been blessed with a standing Jewish army ready to defend the Jewish people and to avenge attacks against
them. In the famous echoing words of Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik zt"l| (Kol Dodi Dofeik): "For the first time in the
history of our exile, Providence surprised our enemies with a rattling discovery - that Jewish blood is not cheap!...The
Torah has constantly taught us that is permissible and even one's holy obligation to protect himself...Baruch
shehecheyanu laz'man hazeh that Jews have within their power - with the help of Hashem - to defend themselves."
But herein lies a great test. Will the Jewish people see within the Jewish army an agent of Avinu
ShebaShamayim Who, in His kindness, has provided a vehicle for the defense of His beloved people? Or will they
see within this precious organization an independent defender of the Jewish people, one which allows them to "take
their fate into their own hands" without realizing and actualizing our eternal covenant with HKB"H? Losing sight of G-d
Who is constantly involved in our lives undermines a central tenet of all of our avodas Hashem and endangers our
very security (see Vayikra 26:27-28).
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Jack Engelhard, https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/388583, April 16, 2024

So real was the Torah to me...and so to this day.
To this day, a people returning home after a 2,000-year absence is the greatest love story ever told.

Yes, growing up, | had heroes in baseball...DiMaggio, Mantle...also hockey...Maurice Rocket Richard, Guy Lafleur...the movies,
mostly Westerns.

But the biggest hero of them all was, and is King David. | am with him through all his trials and triumphs, and he speaks to me every
day through his Psalms.

You could say that from David | take my cue. From Psalm to Psalm, David expresses his unconditional love for Israel. He cries to
God for our sake.

David is no globalist liberal. He is openly disdainful of the other nations, particularly those who torment his people.

How d_id he know Hamas, from 3,000 years ago, and that at this moment, thousands of these nations, the great unwashed, are
marching throughout America to protest Israel?

Their day will come. He saw the reckoning then, in his day, and he will see it again, in our day.

David writes that for God, the nations are toys, playthings. Only Israel is God’s treasure.

Artscroll Tehillim p. 1735

In this, the final psalm of the Book of Tehillim, the Psalmist
summarizes the purpose of the entire work. The psalms were com-
posed to give man an opportunity to develop and enrich his soul by
recognizing the accomplishments and kindness of Hashem and by of-
fering Him songs of praise.

The challenge of life is to recognize God in every situation. He may
appear in His remote and awesome Sanctuary or in His colossal
power (v, 1), but in all circumstances, we praise Him for His mighty
acts and as befits His abundant greatness (v. 2).°

Sometimes man can perceive God’s closeness as he trembles before
God’s awesome judgment, which overwhelms man like the strong
blast of the shofar (v. 3). At other times, man enjoys idyllic serenity
resembling the soft and delicate tones of the neivel and kinor (v. 3).
Again man recognizes that God has made this quiet mood and he
praises the Almighty for the gift of tranquil bliss. Sometimes life
becomes rushed and turbulent like the swift tempo and pounding
beat of the tof-drum and the machol-dance music (v. 4). At such
times man must not let the turmoil cause him to forget to praise God.

The broad spectrum of human emotions is reflected in the wide
variety of musical instruments mentioned in this psalm, which
produce many different sounds resembling the wide range of man's
many moods. ' _

The Psalmist teaches us that every experience offers us an oppor-
tunity to arouse another part of our soul to a new awareness of God's
goodness. Let the soul not remain insensitive and silent! Let it develop
in response to the Psalmist’s final call: Let the entire soul praise Y@H,
Praise Godl (v. 6).
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Alos HaShachar - either 3:35 am or (72 minutes before sunrise) 4:11 am
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