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Succot

The Battle of Gog
Simon Wolf

The Gemara in Rosh Hashana notes that kings
from Bnei Yisrael count their reigns from the
month of Nissan' whereas kings from other
nations mark their time on the throne from the
month of Tishrei.? Nissan is the month of the
Exodus from Egypt and the month in which Bnei
Yisrael were born as a nation. Therefore, not
surprisingly, Bnei Yisrael enumerate their months
from Nissan® (see Parshar Yitro — Six Days
Count) and their leaders determine the years of
their reign from the month of Nissan. The
character of the month is particularistic and
nationalistic. On the other hand, Tishrei is a
month that marks the beginning of the year,
especially with regards to agriculture and
seasons.* It also is the month in which the world
was created (see Rosh Hashana — The Beginning
or the End of the Year). Tishrei is a threshold in
time, a product of the natural world; something
that is equally significant to all the nations of the
world.  Similarly, the holidays of Pesach and
Succot are reflective of the months in which they
are found, respectively. Nissan is host to Pesach
whose centerpieces are the Korban Pesach,
Matza and Maror — items that are significant in
particular to the shared national history and
memory of Bnei Yisrael. In the month of Tishrei
is the holiday Rosh Hashana which is the
universal Day of Judgment. Tishrei also contains
the holiday of Succot whose main Mitzvot are
harvest booths (np10)® and the Four Species
(01mn nyax) — objects that are not just
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meaningful to Bnei Yisrael, but rather have a more
universal importance. Their usage as a means of
thanksgiving to God for the previous harvest and
to beseech God for the upcoming rainy season
are not a unique need and necessity of Bnei
Yisrael. Moreover, the sacrifices of Succot
include seventy bulls (019 n'vaw) that represent
the seventy nations® which are offered as
atonement for all the nations of the world in order
to entitle them to rain in the upcoming year which
is a universal need.’

The Gemara in Megilla discusses the appropriate
Torah readings and Haftarot for all the holidays of
the year.®8 For the first two days of Pesach, the
Haftorot discuss national religious revivals that
include Pesach sacrifices, one from the time of
Yehoshua (7272 noo)? and the other from the era
of King Yoshiyahu (in'wx' noo)."® For Shabbat
Chol Mo’ed, the Haftorah is sourced from the
story of the Dry Bones (niwa'n nmyxyn) in
Yechezkel'" which describes the messianic
revival of Bnei Yisrael and their return to the
flourishing Land of Israel (see Parshat Chukat —
Sprinkling Hope and Revival). The Haftorah for
the seventh day of Pesach is Shirat David which
is a poetic song summarizing God’s tremendous
benevolence towards King David which facilitated
his ascendance over his enemies and the
establishment of the unified Davidic monarchy
and dynasty. For the eighth day of Pesach, the
Haftorah is sourced from Ode HaYom B’Nov ( Ty
anm orrn) in Yishayahu'? which once again
discusses the rise of a messianic savior for Bnei
Yisrael, an ingathering of the exiles and a
reconciliation between Efrayim and Yehuda — a
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reunification of the Northern and Southern
Kingdoms of Israel under a single leader.

In contrast, the Haftorah for the first day of Succot
is from Zecharya HaNavi ('n? xa orr man).”® It
discusses a successful conquest of Yerushalayim
by an international coalition and then a
tremendous display of God’s power against the
aggressors. The remnant that survives God’s
onslaught will participate in a universal pilgrimage
to God in Yerushalayim. There, all the nations will
gather to celebrate the holiday of Succot,'* a story
that is seemingly explicated upon in the beginning
of the Gemara Avoda Zara."® For the second day
of Sukkot, the Haftorah is from Shlomo
HaMelech’s initiation and consecration of the
Temple in Yerushalyim during the month of
Tishrei immediately prior to the holiday of
Succot.’® Shlomo HaMelech declares the Temple
as the international location to commune with
God, a universal place of prayer.' The Haftorah
for Shabbat Chol HaMo’ed Succot is from B’'yom
Bo Gog (am ~ia o). It is sourced from
Yechezkel'® and discusses a messianic war led
by the general Gog from the land of Magog and
his allies against the land of Israel. God has
Yechezkel prophesize that He will overtly and
miraculously intervene to defeat Gog and his
armies which will result in universal acclaim for
and acknowledgment of God." The readings
chosen for Succot reinforce its universal nature.

The first Mishna is Masechet Succah opens with
a dispute as to whether a Succah (S’chach) that
is above twenty Amot qualifies as a Succah.?®
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Rabbi Yehuda believes that such a Succah is
valid, whereas the Chachamim believe it is
invalid. Inthe Gemara, the Amora’im discuss why
it is that the Chachamim believe such a Succah is
disqualified. Rava makes a suggestion that the
dispute revolves around a fundamental
disagreement as to whether a Succah should be
a permanent or temporary residence.?! The
Torah enjoins one to take up residence for seven
days in a Succah (om' nyaw 1nwn ndod).
According to Rava, seven days not only
delineates the duration of the Mitzvah, but it also
defines the nature of the Succah. A Succah
structurally should be a dwelling that will only last
for seven days or, in other words, a temporary
dwelling ("vax narT1). The Chachamim suggest
that a Succah above twenty Amot requires
foundations and walls of a more permanent
nature to support its height and therefore fails to
meet the demand that the Succah be a temporary,
and not a permanent, residence. While it is
possible to construct a temporary Succah with its
S’chach above twenty Amot or a permanent
Succah with its roofing below twenty Amot,
nevertheless, the Torah defined the threshold of
twenty Amot as the determining height for
whether it is considered a permanent or
temporary dwelling.?? It is sufficient that walls
have the potential to be constructed in a
temporary fashion to render the Succah valid.
Tosafot is perplexed as to why we do not apply
that same logic to the roof of the Succah —if it can
be made in a temporary manner, even though it is
not, that should be sufficient.?® If that were to be
the case then one could construct a rain-sealed

N2 N,X N210) 1'wWON NTIAY 01,7109 - NN DMWYN n7unt nnika K oio 2

(a

NNTTA KXY D' NYAY 7D 0NN NINK DM NYAY I2WN D202 Konn -k Xl 2!
n7unY% 'R DT INNT AWIY DT - AR DNYY TV RIY DT AWl yagp
(.2 1210) Yyap N T K7X 'R NPT INN'T NYIY DTN 'R - NAR DYYN

TV D L,NIW DVT I AYIY DTRT ,ANK DNWY TV )7 KRR 0,07 R 22
1D,Va7 N'T INNT AWIY DTRT ,NNK DNWYN nynY .j7'o1 'a - yag T Y
- AW 0TRT MK 01wy TV \\ (2 ND10) .'91 K7 M1 - 'R DT Ay Ty
MM AT'OEN K7 NI W1 ,NIND NYY NNELRIY VAR 7901 W RTIT T oY
T2y Ty 2710' KDY NN Y'Y 17 NNY Y'Y W7 KR RN Y
Y97 w'TA"YRT - 'aT 1'Ow yap N T ' Tay o\ (2 ndio M) R nim e
RIIY'WY XNINT X7 N7 Yynwn yap 'oiyn? nyaw? X N'IRY NIRY DT ROy
N7X [1'WN R7T (11 DRI RO NIWY7 AWORY 12102 17D Nindia N 37 IR
N1IYN) AKX 'RNXR O"'X VA7 NNIX DYIVY 'O 7Y ORI 'RIY DNIYYT7 DIRY KNNY
D'NYA 1T K7W D'IN0NA DN0IN Y17 715t X701 ana nY7j7 (n'o omwa (A 7
1227 K7X MOKR K77 [1'0 n"N...NPN NTA DIYN MIORT NI7 'XN' 17'9X1 NdIoA
N7 T2V 'R NN9TA 1'WrN KR7T 'MT 7" N9%7R n'o D'nwany n'n'7 XMW N7
'K N7 TAYT TV MWON'M X7 20N DY 7V NdIoN 'YW ndd02 n'n vap
QunNi D™ M1 "Nd KN 7¥7 N'NN N2I01 "N TR WITT KT 217 XN 0'nnl
N7 NN O"RE 'R D20 [2'WAT DIYA 'RTEXIR NDIN7 DMy 1T X7 'n 'wanl
XN "9 .12 'R MY INATT AWy DR X 0wy TV \\ (. nd1o NioIn) .yayp
DTR 12 0T 'RY KX 'R MIYY7 TWOK ' X DWWy n7wn7T Ndin Xaw'?
NIN 'RV RTAYNYT TWOR K7 'RT,0TR 72 73X INYT N702 INIX DYIVAL D NIYYY?
N7YNn'7T 12N NIDOINA 72X...,.YAj7 K7X 'KV 1'R NNX DWYN n7yn? M7 n'?
NNIN NYIY DAY TRA QYIVY R I79K1,Va7 K7% D' DR DNYYn
(-2 nd10 X"avM) XNV

N7 NN NN D'AWA 1T 'RV N1 YAR INDI0 NI DTXR D' nyaw 7 3
17 791 1217 01D AITN7 XAV Tay? NnIT 12T Nn? 7wn 17wUn nopnn NYonwn
ANIX ITY'7R 20 DMYA N2 o™ R \\ (0,2 0210 nawn) 1119 7 Iy
YYIN' 27 17 10X AN 7Y [INNKRD 210 DI IR YYIN' 120 AN 7Y [IWRIN 210 DM
N7 IX R TTY™7R 0 17 DR DT NNk 202 077 |00 XX Dmwan )RR



no;o

roof and why does the Mishna suggest that it is a
bad omen (n7%7 |n'o) when it rains on Succot.
Tosafot concludes that the S’chach, which
defines the Succah, must be of a temporary
nature (allows the rain to enter)?* while the walls
can be of any material or construction as long as
they do not raise the roofing above twenty Amot.
The fact that the Torah calls the dwelling booths
a Succah is not simply because that is its name,
but rather it is fundamental and definitional to the
nature of the Succah. The Succah is known as
such because it is constructed with S’chach,
shading on top. Absent the S’chach, it is not a
Succah. Why is that the case?

As was noted earlier, Succot has a more universal
aspect to it. The Haftorot speak of coalitions of
nations fighting against Bnei Yisrael, invading the
Land of Israel and even successfully occupying
Yerushalayim. From God’s response to these
provocations, it would seem that these battles are
not about grievances or other fabricated reasons,
but rather revolve around fundamental
differences in belief. In both Yechezkel and
Zecharya, God’s intervention to defeat the
enemies concludes with an acknowledgement of
God’s dominion. In Yechezkel it states that after
the destruction of the forces of Gog, “My
greatness and My holiness will be manifest
(myTpEnnl 'mymannl), and | will make Myself
known in the sight of many nations. And they
shall know that | am God ()i ax™"2 wwT1)."?° In
Zecharya, it indicates that “All who survive of all
those nations that attacked Yerushalayim shall
make an annual pilgrimage [to Yerushalayim] to
prostrate before the Supreme God of Hosts and
to celebrate the festival of Succot. And whoever
does not make the pilgrimage to Yerushalayim to
prostrate before the Supreme God of Hosts shall
receive no rain.”?® What is the pivotal issue that
precipitates this war and how is the celebration of
Succot an antidote to this misguided belief?

From the fact that the conclusion of these battles
between God and the enemies of Israel is the
undeniable and indisputable omniscience of God,
it must be that the attackers were denying such a
reality. It is interesting to note that the coalition
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forces in this messianic battle are led by an
individual who is known as Gog (aia) from the area
of Magog (aiinn yx).2” The root of both of these
names is “Gag (a1) roof.” Rav Tzadok M’Lublin
notes this fact and suggests that the roof which is
the highpoint of the house represents
condescension and haughtiness which are the
hallmarks of Gog.?® Those character ftraits
prevent Gog from submitting to the ultimate God
and he, therefore, attacks the representatives of
God’s dominion in this world, Bnei Yisrael. Similar
to Paraoh’s showdown with God (see Prshat
Noach — What Toppled the Tower of Bavel? and
Parshat Va’era — Qassem Soleimani and the Ten
Plagues), the battle initiated here by Gog is to
conclude who is the ultimate force and determiner
of the fate of humankind, God or man. The initial
successes in defeating Bnei Yisrael seem to
answer the question in favor of Gog, but then
God, to prevent a profaning of His name ('n 717'n),
intervenes to do away with Gog and the land of
Magog and to reassert and demonstrate His true
dominion over this world and its inhabitants (1T
7KW YiTR i o Drian). 2

According to Rava, the opinion of the Chachamim
is that one is required to vacate their house on
Succot and dwell in a temporary residence in the
same fashion that they would have lived in their
house (N1Tn |'v> 1awn). As previously noted, the
need for a temporary dwelling defines the height
of the walls, but not the fact that they can be
constructed as a permanent structure. Whereas,
the definition of the Succah required the roof of
the Succah to be made of S’chach, something
that is inherently temporary. The structure of the
Succah embeds within it an essential message.
One can attempt to protect or defend themselves
from the influences or the nature of the
surrounding  environment or people as
represented by the walls of the Succah. On the
other hand, one cannot create a division between
themselves and the One above them as indicated
by the necessity of the roof to be a temporary
structure. Moving out of one’s house to take up
residence in a temporary dwelling is an act of faith
that exposes one to the elements and trades the
security of one’s home for the instability of the
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Succah. Inherent to the temporary nature of the
Succah is an insecurity and fallibility that
acknowledges one’s vulnerability and
dependence on God. That is why the Succah is
so beautifully known in Kabalistic thought as Tzila
D’M’Hemnuta (xnin'nnT X7¥), the shadow of the
Faithful One, or, in other words, living under God’s
protection and dominion.3® The roof defines the
walls. In essence, one’s walls are only as strong
as their commitment to God or, more
appropriately, as secure as God makes them.
The roof exposure and lack of protection from that
which is above is a vital and indispensable
reminder and acknowledgment of our
dependence on God.

The followers of the Gog subscribe to a different
world view. Not only do they believe that they can
surround themselves with protective walls, but
they also contend that they can construct a
protective roof (a1) overhead. That separation
implies that they can define their destiny without
dependence on God or without God’s
intervention. It is a universal view, the purview of
many nations, that humankind can master its
environment and control their fate. God is
unnecessary. Itis a view at odds with those that
celebrate the holiday of Succot to demonstrate
just the opposite — everything depends on God.
The battle lines drawn are between the
subscribers to the world of Gag (a1) and those that
follow the ways of Succah (n210).3' Gog and
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Succah are philosophical and theological
enemies, diametrically opposed conceptions of
God’s role in man’s life and destiny. That is why
the festival of Succot and the Mitzva of sitting in
the Succah is the antidote and rectification for the
surviving members of Gog’s coalition and for the
remaining nations. They finally join Bnei Yisrael
in opening their roof and basking in the shadow of
God, thereby acknowledging that the true destiny
of man is in God’s hands.
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On that day when God defeats the attackers,
“God will be King over the entire world. On that
day God will be one, and His name one.”
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“Unless God builds the house, its builders labor in
vain on it; unless God watches over the city,
the watchman keeps vigil in vain. In vain do you
rise early and stay up late, you who toil for the
bread you eat; He provides as much for His loved
ones while they sleep...”

Shabbat Shalom
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