
בס״ד 
י״א שבט תשפ״ב 

 January 13, 2022

פרשת בשלח 
 As Bnei Yisrael prepare to engage in war with Amalek, Moshe turns to Yehoshua and tells him, 
”.Pick some men for us, and go out and battle Amalek —ְּבַחר־ָלנּו ֲאָנִׁשים ְוֵצא ִהָּלֵחם ַּבֲעָמֵלק“  But who is the “us” 1

in this command? Rashi explains that the word לנו is referring to both Moshe and Yehoshua, as Moshe is 
equating the two of them. It is from here that Chazal say in Pirkei Avos  that the honor of a person’s 2

student should be as dear to them as their own. 
 This is not the only demonstration of empowerment and respect that Moshe publicly shows to 
Yehoshua. Later on, in Parshas Vaeschanan,  Hashem tells Moshe to command Yehoshua and empower 3

him with encouragement; Rashi  explains that Moshe was simply priming his pupil for the bothers, 4

burdens, and blowups that accompany the position of leadership, serving as a reinforcement and 
bolstering of confidence, while enabling Yehoshua to carry on with courage and composure. Evidently, 
the two men shared an incredible dynamic built on the foundation of mutual esteem and admiration for 
each other, which in turn allowed for each of them to reach tremendous heights. 
 However, this is not the only relationship that we see should be dealt with using tremendous 
reverence; the Mechilta  in the week’s parsha says that we learn from Aharon and Moshe that a person 5

should honor his peer as he honors his mentor. After all, in Parshas Behaalosecha, Aharon says to Moshe, 
“I beseech you, my lord,” despite being the older one in the relationship. Moreover, we see that one must 
honor his mentor as he honors the heavens, as Yehoshua tells Moshe, “My lord, Moshe, destroy (ַּכֵּלם) 
them,” showing that the mutineers deserved to be annihilated because they were rebelling against him, 
[which is] equivalent in seriousness to having rebelled against HaKadosh Baruch Hu.  6

 Simply put, this parsha is a paradigm of the mitzvah of bein Adam l’chaveiro as well as the 
incredible reverence and veneration that each person can have for their fellow. In Koheles, Shlomo 
comments, “טֹוִבים ַהְּׁשַנִים ִמן־ָהֶאָחד ֲאֶׁשר ֵיׁש־ָלֶהם ָׂשָכר טֹוב ַּבֲעָמָלם׃ ִּכי ִאם־ִיֹּפלּו ָהֶאָחד ָיִקים ֶאת־ֲחֵברֹו ְוִאילֹו ָהֶאָחד ֶׁשִּיּפֹול 

 ,two people will each enjoy greater benefit together than if each are alone, for should they fall — ,ְוֵאין ֵׁשִני ַלֲהִקימֹו
one can raise the other; but woe is one who falls with no companion to raise him!”  This parsha also 7

foreshadows the unbelievable relationship that manifests between Moshe and his protégé as well as the 
continuous brotherly love that he shared with Aharon, mutual bonds of honor that serve as paragons and 
prototypes for us to follow in our endeavor to become model exemplars of the Ribono Shel Olam’s 
servants.
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