19D ©791D/M5D PEID 77p3
37DEh 6759 P3P 1930 P92 91°dH ©99Dh

PURIM KATTAN: HOW TO MAKE A CHAZAKA ON TORAH

One of the main reasons people look forward to the holiday of vawa Y70 is because it signals
Y oTp oY DwHY of nra. This is the time where people start to make their n15n in advance of
this special day. However, this year we are in a leap year, which means that vawa y"v is two months
before o>, and we have a day in 'R 97R called jvp D19, Something that always bothered me about
107 ©*Ma was that we didn’t seem to do anything for this so called “n»11a”. The X1 goes into a brief
discussion’ about N1’ Rp93 in terms of NYn, the other mxn of 019, and the nYwI5 7 done in
'R 978, but now that we know in advance that it will be a leap year, this day seems to have no relevance.
The X1 does say that jop D19 is n2aym 79002 MOR, and we know we don’t say ann and nxand.
Other than that, is there any real celebration of jvp D»19?

We can frame this answer in light of a famous discussion related to this week’s nw99. The w3TNn
quoted in the nnTPN to the apy? Py (as well as 5 nn’s oYY MM in P71 NANR 2°M) that 19 12 states
that the overarching principle in the PN is P2 HYYN YN W2ON NRY P2 AVYN TIRD VAN NR
0229Y71. This p10a in our NwM4 is the "X to bring the 70N 1277 every day, twice a day. Yet, most of
us are more familiar with the iteration in onia nwia (which we layn on wTn wXRI and say every
morning in M29p) of 191 9p22 nwyn TNR wadn NR. You can probably blink and miss this minor
discrepancy, but the 102 in ©Ma says TNR, whereas the p10a in NIXN says TNRM; it adds the n in the
beginning. There are two major questions we can ask on this. Firstly, why did the 77 n write two almost
identical o*'p10a? Additionally, why is TnRn more important and overarching than Tny?

I saw Rabbi Yissocher Frand? quote the Brisker Rav? who gives a very insightful answer to this
question. The niwn says that, generally speaking, the two 7'nn n1a7p are not 1>yn each other.* If the
D210 failed to offer the anw YW 11N 1297, they did not lose their chance to offer the Yw Tnn 129p
02297 2. However, when inaugurating the jownn nmay, they had to offer the first Tonn j29p
properly, to the extent that it was 20yn the later 7'nn brought that day.> Rabbi Frand quotes the jnw
21010 based on this, that whenever you start something, it is important to start off on the right foot.
The beginning sets the nTay in motion, and it is always important to get a good start to motivate
yourself further on in the hTay.

How does this relate back to jop D197 The Ran) tells usé that while we were coerced into
accepting the N7 n,” we willingly reaccepted it in the times of Wy ywnR. This is why the Ranj says If
D9 is the commemoration of the lasting N7 nn nYap, then jop DN is a microcosm of that, a “mini-
nInn nYap”, if you will. We know that there is an 17 of noan oTIp Noan MAvNa PYIT PHRIY
DY DWHY.8 Many extrapolate this idea to other 02210 D10, In a normal year, 30 days before n» 9 is
Vav21 Y"0. However, in a leap year, the 30 days start at 1o DN19. Aside from this, | believe there is
another significance to jop D9 as it relates to N1 NN NYap. We know that before N7 n 1nn, we had
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a special 3-day period of n1on. During these days, the men and women separated, and went to the
mpn. These days from 110 ’'n-3 are known as the nbaxn 'm’ NnwHw, and nowadays, we reflect this
period of NMdn by not saying 1ann. Where is the 3-day period of nidn for the NN NN of DMa? |
believe the 30-day period starting from vVawa 1”0 or jOp D9 is the exact period of n1dn that oy Y
Y omp is for noa. How can we compare the n%23n 2 nwHY of MY1aw to the month before o192
The Rna learns the concept of 02w > npm from TYINN W, Just as the M switches from on to
TN if it gores for 3 days, so too the land switches from 8np R0 MW to the NpY mwA after 3 years.®
The R91) entertains an option that maybe the 3 days should be equivalent to 30 days. Therefore, we
see validity to this connection between b9 and myyaw. This comparison teaches us that to come
into N7INN nHap, we have to start by making a npm. The 02w ’) npn is a 1’87 NpN, i.e. proving
that the land is yours. As we enter jop D119, we should be preparing to make a nprn on the AN
With all of the outside forces trying to challenge our connection to 719N, we can use these days to be
52X from the m7’a of the N7 n. The 7,04 says N2 0P 1NNY R0 0N pY.1° We can understand this
to mean that if we make a N{ptn on the tree by eating its M9, the tree will sustain us. As the famous
saying goes, NTMNYa 0’271 TR VI12IWN, and in our N2W, we take that further to say RHYR nnNY PR
77N (as the PIDa says, 2% "MnYN DMWY ‘N *TIPA)." We should be Nt this jop D19 to be NaIN in
171N, to make a nprn on the NN we learn, and to be Yapn the N7 N on ©*Ma with NanR and NNNY,
and the X1 to learn more and become better 'n »721y.
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