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This issue of Toronto Torah is dedicated by Harry and Sarah Roz  
 

in honour of the birth of their granddaughter Maya Bella (daughter to Estie and Avner Zeifman), 
 

and in honour of their son Noam, on earning his Master of Museum Studies from the University of Toronto 

∞ 
New Columns on Page 3: Weekly Halachah, and the return of Sefer haChinuch! 

Want To Be a Tzaddik? Just Think About It Rabbi Yehuda Mann 
that if a man says to a woman, “Be be-
trothed to me on the condition that I 
am a righteous man,” then she is be-
trothed even if he was a completely 

wicked man. This is because perhaps in 
the meantime he had thoughts of re-
pentance and became righteous. Rav 
Yosef Dov Soloveitchik notes (Harirei 
Kedem 1:41) that usually, in order to 
change one’s status from wicked to non-

wicked there is a process that includes 
viduy - verbally confessing the sins one 
has done. So how can we suggest that 
this wicked person became a tzaddik by 
simply having thoughts of repentance? 
 
Rav Soloveitchik establishes the idea 

that one should distinguish between 
two terms - a tzaddik and a baal teshu-
vah. In order to become a baal teshuvah 
one needs to indeed go through the long 
teshuvah process that includes confes-
sion. However, in order to become a 
tzaddik, one simply needs to have a 

thought of repentance - hirhur teshu-
vah. The idea of being a tzaddik, a 
righteous person is not that currently I 
am doing great things, but rather that I 
intend and aspire to be good and do 
good. Once a person is going in the 
right direction, hoping to do good - he 

immediately gains the status of a 
tzaddik.  
 
For that reason, says Rav Soloveitchik, 
the woman is still betrothed even 
though the man was not really right-
eous - because maybe, for a split sec-

ond, he had in mind to change his ways 

in life and to direct himself towards do-
ing good. From that moment, he really 
is considered a tzaddik.  

 
With this idea, we could suggest that 
Yishmael also suddenly became a 
tzaddik. Indeed, in the house of Av-
raham and Sarah he did terrible things 
- three of the most terrible transgres-
sions a person can do - but we see that 

he tried suddenly to communicate with 
Hashem. “Hashem heard the cry of the 
boy..” (Bereishit 21:17) The boy is crying 
out to Hashem, and is starting to direct 
his ways in a different direction, to-
wards Hashem. 
 
We learn from this entire parsha how 

easy it is to start to change ourselves. 
All we need to do is to decide that from 
now on we will try to be good and do 
good. From the moment we make that 
decision, we can reach the status of a 
tzaddik.  
 

ymann@torontotorah.com 

In this week’s parshah Sarah gives 
birth to Yitzchak, who ultimately fol-
lows in the footsteps of our forefather 
Avraham and continues to establish 

the Jewish People. Sarah is concerned 
for his education and/or safety and 
doesn’t want Yitzchak to be influenced 
by Yishmael, who she sees as 
“mitzachek”. (Bereishit 21:9) Rashi 
explains that this means Yishmael was 
busying himself with 1) murder, 2) idol 

worship, or 3) adultery. One thing 
seems clear at this stage - Yishmael 
was a terrible person. 
 
However, when Yishmael and Hagar 
were banished from Avraham’s house 
and Yishmael was about to die of 
thirst, Hashem decided to save Yish-

mael. Rashi tells us that there was a 
discussion between Hashem and the 
angels at the time. The angels claimed 
that Yishmael shouldn’t be saved since 
his offspring would be enemies of Isra-
el in the future. Hashem asked, 
“Currently, is he righteous or wicked?” 
The angels answered that currently he 

was righteous. Hashem declared, “In 
that case, I value him according to his 
current status. Therefore he will be 
s a v e d ,  b e c a u s e  h e  i s  a 
tzaddik…” (Rashi to Bereishit 21:17) 
 
How could Yishmael be defined as a 

tzaddik when Sarah banished him for 
being either a murderer, an idol wor-
shipper or involved in adultery? 
 
The Talmud (Kiddushin 59b) tells us 
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Summary 
Since Chapter 13, Yeshayahu has been 
conducting a survey of local and region-

al foes, predicting the Divine punish-
ment of each in turn. Even the Jews 
themselves were not spared Yeshaya-
hu’s lash. With the last episode in the 
series, Yeshayahu turns his attention to 
Tyre, Israel’s neighbours to the north. 
He predicts a destruction which most 
commentators believe will happen at 
the hands of the Assyrians or Babyloni-

ans. (Ibn Ezra, Radak, Abarbanel, Mal-
bim)  
 
Yeshayahu does not name a sin for 
which Tyre should be punished, but 
three other biblical prophecies may 
shed light on this. Amos 1:9-10, Yoel 
4:4-8 and Yechezkel 26:2 speak of Tyre 

betraying us by selling us to Edom, and 
encouraging our foes to harm us. This 
may describe the end of the second Beit 
haMikdash, even though the punish-
ment described in our chapter would 
have happened before that.  
 
Amos Chacham suggests another possi-

ble sin: commercial misdealing. This 
would fit the aforementioned prophecies 
of Yoel and Yechezkel. (Daat Mikra Ye-
shayahu, end of Chapter 23) The 
“Insight” below will offer a third possible 

reason for Divine wrath against Tyre.  
 
Most of the chapter (23:1-14) is com-
posed in a neat envelope, starting and 

ending with a call to the boats of Tar-
shish to wail. Tarshish is not part of 
Tyre, but they are a trading partner 
who will suffer when Tyre falls. Other 
trading partners who will suffer are 
Tzidon, Egypt and anonymous islands.  
 
Inside the envelope formed by 23:1 

and 23:14, we are told that the region-
al seafaring economy will collapse, 
bringing everyone down; this is de-
scribed in 23:4-6 and again in 23:10-
13. And in the centre of the envelope, 
in 23:7-9, we receive the core message: 
the coming collapse is not a function of 
human politics and international forc-

es, but rather it is an act of Hashem. 
 
At the end of the chapter, Yeshayahu 
predicts a revival for Tyre in seventy 
years. Yeshayahu calls this “the period 
of one king”; Radak suggests that this 
may hint to King David, who was an 
ally of King Hiram of Tyre. This is re-

minder that Tyre originally had a cove-
nant with King David, and his son 
King Solomon, and their destruction is 
a punishment for breaking that cove-
nant. (23:14-18) 

Insight 
We might suggest that Tyre will fall be-
cause of their arrogant faith in their 

own financial prowess. Amos, Yoel and 
Yechezkel all speak of their arrogance, 
and Yeshayahu predicts her fall in dis-
grace, suitable as a punishment for the 
arrogant. The arrogance of the wealthy 
is also a standard target for Yeshayahu; 
see his messages to King Uziahu in 
Chapters 2-5. 
 

The last verse tells us that after Tyre is 
restored, they will dedicate their wealth 
to Hashem. Rashi views this as an un-
willing consecration, as Tyre is de-
spoiled. [And see Pesachim 118b.] But 
Ibn Ezra and Abarbanel see here a res-
toration of the historic covenant be-
tween Israel and Tyre, harking back to 

the days of King David and King Solo-
mon. 
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Siddur Insights: Reciting the Akeidah Rabbi Jonathan Ziring 

Journey Through Tanach: Yeshayahu 23 Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner 

d, implying that recognizing the wonders of G-d is an-
other reason to recite it. [See Machatzit HaShekel 1:7 
who notes that Rabbenu Bechaye does not actually 
make this comment concerning the Akeidah.] 

5) It teaches us to be willing to sacrifice our lives. 
(Machatzit HaShekel Orach Chaim 1:7) 

 
Is it said on Shabbat and Yom Tov? 
There is a dispute as to whether we should recite the Akei-
dah on Shabbat, as noted by Kenesset HaGedolah (Orach 
Chaim 1:1). Olat Tamid (Orach Chaim 1:3) notes that ac-

cording to the first two rationales offered above, to mention 
the merit of the forefathers or help subdue the evil inclina-
tion, it is obvious that the Akeidah is equally relevant on 
Shabbat. The Mishneh Berurah (Orach Chaim 1:13) rules 
accordingly that one may say it on Shabbat. Piskei Teshuvot 
(Orach Chaim 1:5) notes, however, that there are many who 
do not, and people further refrain from saying it on any day 
on which Tachanun is not recited. He also notes that some 
recite it, but without the introductory paragraph that is 

added in some siddurim.  
 
With Cantillation? 
The Pri Megadim (Orach Chaim Eishel Avraham 1:7) sug-
gests that one who knows the trop should recite this section 
with its proper cantillation.  
 

jziring@torontotorah.com 

The story of Akeidat Yitzchak (the Binding of Isaac) takes 
centre stage in much of the prayer of the Yamim Noraim. In 
addition, there is a custom to recite this unit daily. This cus-
tom is recorded by the Tur (Orach Chaim 1) and Shulchan 

Aruch (Orach Chaim 1:5). Kabbalistically, it is said to atone 
for sin and prevent sickness and death. (Tikkunei Zohar)  
 
The Arizal (Sefer HaKavanot, cited in Olat Tamid Orach 
Chaim 1:3) writes that it should be recited before the daily 
recitation of various korbanot. Piskei Teshuvot (Orach Chaim 
1:5) notes that this is because this passage is not a request. 
While some other passages such as the reading of the manna 

are implied requests for sustenance, and thus for Kabbalistic 
reasons are pushed until after one has asked for spiritual 
needs, the unit of the Akeidah can be said before the central 
prayers.  
 
Why should we read the Akeidah daily? 
Several suggestions are offered: 
1) It allows us to mention the merit of our forefathers daily. 

(Beit Yosef Orach Chaim 1, Taz Orach Chaim 1:3, Ateret 
Tzvi Orach Chaim 1:8) 

2) It mentions the merit of Chevron and those who are bur-
ied there. The merit of those who are buried in Chevron 
is also mentioned in our davening before the korbanot, 
further explaining the placement of this passage in that 
part of the siddur. (See the commentaries of Vilna Gaon 
and Magen Giborim Orach Chaim 1:9).  

3) It helps us subdue our evil inclination, just as Yitzchak 
was willing to sacrifice himself. (ibid) 

4) Magen Avraham (1:7, also Mishneh Berurah 1:7) cites 
Rabbenu Bechayye as saying that one must not only 
read the Akeidah but also understand the wonders of G-
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Weekly Halachah: The Time of the Evening Shema 

By Rabbi Adam Friedmann 

Biography 

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein 
Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner 

 

We encourage you to consult your halachic authority for practical halachic questions. 
 

When do we recite Shema in the evenings? 
 
A mishnah records that the earliest time to read the evening Shema is when 
“kohanim retire to eat terumah”. This is a reference to tzeit hakochavim (nightfall), 
when a kohen who was impure and has immersed in a mikvah becomes pure and 
can once again eat terumah. The latest time for reading the evening Shema is pre-

sented by a mishnah as a debate. The Rabbis say that the Shema can be read until 
midnight, and Rabban Gamliel rules that it may be read until alot hashachar, the 
first rays of the dawn. 
 
The Talmud adds two details to this discussion.  
1) The first is that fundamentally the Rabbis agree with Rabban Gamliel. The 

Shema may be read the entire night. The Rabbis were only establishing a safe-
guard to prevent people from missing out on the mitzvah. 

2) The second detail is a teaching of Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai. He held that one 
may read the Shema even after dawn, until sunrise (henetz hachamah). The 
Talmud records that this view may be followed if extenuating circumstances 
prevented one from reading the Shema earlier (she’at hadechak). 

 
Rabbi Yitzchak Alfasi explains the difference between the Talmud’s two additions.  

1) The first is a differentiation between lechatchilah and bedieved (ideal and ac-
ceptable activity). Fundamentally, the accepted view is that Shema may be read 
until dawn. However, the rabbis established an ideal of reading before mid-
night. If one intentionally violates this ideal by waiting until after midnight, 
their Shema is still valid because it is still within the fundamental timeframe. 

2) In the second case, we don’t accept Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai’s position funda-
mentally. However, one may stray from the norm and follow his position in ex-
treme cases. Therefore, if one intentionally waits until after dawn to read the 

evening Shema without an extenuating circumstance, their Shema is invalid. 
 
Shulchan Aruch adds an additional level of ideal timing. One should try to read the 
Shema immediately after nightfall. 
 
The levels of preference are therefore as follows: 
1) Immediately after nightfall   2) Until midnight 
3) Until dawn     4) Until sunrise (in extenuating circumstances) 

 
(Berachot 2a,2b,4b,8b, Rif Berachot 2a, Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 235:1,3,4)  

Sefer haChinuch, Mitzvah 1: Procreation 

By Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner 

The first Divine commandment to humanity recorded in the Torah is “Bear fruit 
and multiply” (Bereishit 1:28); this is the first biblical affirmation that G-d’s crea-
tions are worthwhile, and that Life is objectively good. Per Sefer haChinuch, it is 
the Torah’s first mitzvah. 

  
Along the same lines, the Torah explicitly prohibits permanently neutering any 
bird, animal or human being, saying, “You shall not perform this in your 
land.” (Vayikra 22:24) Sefer haChinuch records this as the Torah’s 291st mitzvah. 
Popular thought approves of neutering animals rather than allowing them to breed 
beyond their means, but this is also included in the Torah’s prohibition. For more 
on this, see an article by Rabbi Howard Jachter here. 
  

It is generally understood that the mitzvah of procreation is fulfilled when parents 
biologically produce one boy and one girl (Yevamot 61b-62a; Mishneh Torah Hilchot 
Ishut 15:4; Shulchan Aruch Even haEzer 1:5), but some authorities suggest that 
adoption may also fulfill this obligation. Writing in the 19th century, Rabbi Shlomo 
Kluger (Chachmat Shlomo to Even haEzer 1:1) pointed out that we are taught, “One 
who raises an orphan is considered as though he had birthed the orphan.” He con-

cluded that adoption is considered a partial, and perhaps even complete, fulfill-
ment of this mitzvah of procreation. 

torczyner@torontotorah.com 

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein was born in the 
city of Uzda, near Minsk, Belarus, on the 
7th of Adar in the year 5655/1895. He 

was born into a rabbinic family, descend-
ants of Rabbi Yom Tov Lipman Heller. 
Rabbi Feinstein studied in several yeshi-
vot before becoming rabbi of Luban, 
where he served for sixteen years. During 
his time in Luban, Rabbi Feinstein wrote 
prolifically, sending responsa to commu-

nities far and wide and to the Torah gi-
ants of the day. He also led his communi-
ty despite the crushing persecution of the 
Communist regime. 
  
Rabbi Feinstein fled the Soviet regime in 
1936, barely escaping a pogrom in which 

his home was destroyed. Along with his 
wife Sima and three children (another 
died of whooping cough), Rabbi Feinstein 
came to New York and became rosh ye-
shiva of Mesivta Tiferet Yerushalayim in 
Manhattan’s Lower East Side. Rabbi Fein-

stein was already known for his erudition 
and analytic skill; on American shores, 
his reputation only grew. 
  
Recognized across the broad spectrum of 
Orthodoxy as the generation’s leading 
posek (halachic authority), Rabbi Fein-

stein was consulted on every major issue 
of his day. Among his most widely circu-
lated responsa and public letters on pop-
ular issues were his positions on the role 
of Jews in a non-Jewish society (such as 
vis-à-vis holiday celebrations and political 
involvement), on the status of Reform and 

Conservative approaches to Judaism, and 
on the evolving roles of women in the 
Jewish community. 
  
Communal organizations sought out Rab-
bi Feinstein for leadership roles. He 
served as president of the Union of Ortho-

dox Rabbis of the United States and Can-
ada, and he chaired the Moetzes Gedolei 
haTorah of Agudath Israel of America for 
the last quarter-century of his life. 
  
Rabbi Feinstein passed away on Taanit 
Esther 5746/1986, but his halachic lega-

cy lives on. First, his sons Rabbi Dovid 
Feinstein z”l and Rabbi Reuven Feinstein 
yb”l”c, as well as his son-in-law Rabbi Dr. 
Moshe Tendler, are recognized as ha-
lachic authorities of the first order. Sec-
ond, his volumes of published responsa 
(Igrot Moshe), as well as his commen-

taries to Talmud (Dibrot Moshe) and Chu-
mash (Darash Moshe) are studied around 
the world. To this day, resolution of major 
issues like determining the moment of 
death and engaging in artificial insemina-
tion hinges upon how his writings are 

parsed. 

http://www.daat.ac.il/daat/english/halacha/jachter_1.htm


 
COME LEARN WITH US! 

Click Underlined Lines to Open Zooms. Clickable links also at www.torontotorah.com/letslearn 

All times ET. Classes are free & open to all, unless otherwise noted. 

Shabbat Nov 11-12 

Shabbaton at BAYT: The Torah of Rabbi Jonathan Sacks z”l 
8:00 PM FRIDAY NIGHT LEIL LIMMUD 

Reason, Religion, and the Persistence of Faith, with Rabbi Steven Gotlib, 128 Theodore Pl 
Kiruv: Duties and Limits, with Rabbi Yehuda Mann, 100 Bevshire Circle 

The Most Important Jewish Book of the 21st Century, with Idan Rakovsky, 14 Millcroft Way 
Why the World Needs Jews, with Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner, Conservatory Party Room 

For JLIC: The Secret of Happiness, with Rabbi Jared Anstandig, 47 Faye Ct Special time 8:30 PM 
 

DIVREI TORAH AT SHACHARIT MINYANIM 
Hashkamah Minyan: Rabbi Yehuda Mann: We Have No Choice but to Be Free 

Bais Medrash Minyan: Rabbi Steven Gotlib: Morality Today, Mashiach Tomorrow 
Family Minyan: Rabbi Jared Anstandig: Abraham on Trial 
JLIC Minyan: Idan Rakovsky: Avraham Prays for S’dom 

 

SHIUR AFTER SHACHARIT MINYANIM 
After Hashkamah: Rabbi Yehuda Mann: My House Is Your House 

After 8:30 Minyan: Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner: Sarah - Faith in Hashem, Faith in Herself 
 

SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
Rabbi Steven Gotlib, The Other Great Partnership 

Sunday Nov 13 

9:00 AM R’ Zev Spitz & R’ Yehuda Mann, Semichat Chaver Program, Clanton Park (men) 

10 AM - 11:20 AM MIDRESHET YOM RISHON FOR WOMEN AT BAYT (SIMCHA SUITE)! 
Ms. Miriam Bessin, The Life and Death of Sarah 

Mrs. Shyndee Kestenbaum, When the Apple Falls Far From the Tree 

Monday Nov 14 

9 AM R’ Jared Anstandig, Halachic Philosophy of Rav Soloveitchik, Yeshivat Or Chaim (university men) 

2:00 PM Idan Rakovsky, Eliyahu: Prophet of Fire & Water, ZOOM: http://tiny.cc/idanrak Week 3 of 5 

7:30 PM Nusbaum Family Medical Ethics and Halacha Institute—Special Program! 
VACCINATION AND RISK-TAKING IN JUDAISM, WITH GUEST SPEAKER RABBI DR. JASON WEINER! 
In Person at Yeshivat Or Chaim, 159 Almore Ave. Registration at https://torontotorah.com/cme 

Livestream available at https://youtube.com/torontotorah 

7:30 PM Prielle & Idan Rakovsky, Song of the Week, ZOOM: http://tiny.cc/weeklysong  

8:30 PM R’ Yehuda Mann, Even ha’Ezer in Bereishit, Shomrai Shabbos (men) Week 3 

Tuesday Nov 15 

1:30 PM R’ Mordechai Torczyner, Wisdom of King Solomon, ZOOM: http://tiny.cc/weeklymt (men)  

8:00 PM R’ Mordechai Torczyner, Shemuel (Chap. 16), ZOOM: http://tiny.cc/weeklymt (men) note new time 

8:30 PM R’ Jared Anstandig, Talmud Topics, Shaarei Shomayim (university women) 

Wednesday Nov 16 

10:00 AM R’ Mordechai Torczyner, Jews and Clothes Week 3 of 7 
There is a fee, Register at https://torontotorah.com/wednesdays; On ZOOM: http://tiny.cc/weeklymt 

12:30 PM R’ Mordechai Torczyner, Business Ethics: The Toxic Workplace 
With Continuing Education credit for Accountants, on ZOOM at http://tiny.cc/bmlunch 
Registration at https://torontotorah.com/business 

7:00 PM Idan Rakovsky, Issues in Jewish Democracy, Shaarei Tefillah Week 3 note special time for this week 

8:30 PM R’ Yehuda Mann, Contemporary Halachah, Clanton Park 

Thursday Nov 17 

1:30 PM R’ Mordechai Torczyner, Shemuel (Chap. 28), ZOOM: http://tiny.cc/weeklymt (women)  

Friday Nov 18 

10:30 AM R’ Jared Anstandig, R’ Mordechai Torczyner, R’ Yehuda Mann, Ketuvot Perek 1 advanced 
In-person at Yeshivat Or Chaim, on ZOOM at http://tiny.cc/frishiur 
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