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Twice in this week’s Parsha, Rasha relates the same Midrash Tanchuma. The first time
is in 25:5, and the second in 26:16, regarding the atzei shiitim - ַהּקֶֹדׁשְּברּוַחָצָפהָאִבינּויֲַעקֹב

ִמִּמְצַריִםְּכֶׁשּיְֵצאּוִעָּמֶהםִלְּטָלםְלָבנָיוְוִצָּוהּונְָטָעם,ְלִמְצַריִםֲאָרזִיםְוֵהִביאַּבִּמְדָּבר,ִמְׁשָּכןִלְבנֹותיְִׂשָרֵאלֶׁשֲעִתיִדין
When Yaakov Avinu left Eretz Canaan on the way to Mitzrayim, he saw into the future with
Ruach Hakodesh that the Jewish People will build a tabernacle in the desert; therefore,
Yaakov brought cedar trees down to Egypt, and planted them there, commanding his children
to bring them along when they leave Mitzrayim to go into the Midbar.

The Menacheim Tzion, one of the many meforshim which discuss this Rashi, says that
there are two points to be highlighted here: the first is that Yaakov Avinu imbued his children
with the understanding that they’re going to leave this terrible Galut, and they’re going to be
able to construct a mishkan for Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Secondly, when the Jewish People were
leaving Mitzrayim they were tired, weak, and in low spirit, they nevertheless pushed
themselves to cut the wood down into planks to carry out with them so that they could build a
mikdash for Hashem in the Midbar. They planned for the future.

As many of the readers of my divrei Torah are talmidim in their late teens and early
twenties, we have to ask the following questions - how can we prepare for our future and our
future generations? Are we investing in our future generations spirituality and giving them a
religious ethos? Is our current lifestyle an investment for the future? Choosing opportunities
to grow in a way that enriches our lives with the value of studying and learning the Torah is
an investment in our future homes, our future generations. Ask, “Will my children admire
me, as their parent, as a lover of Torah, as one who respects Talmidei Chachamim, as one
with a true desire to grow in Torah knowledge, even when I am busy?” In the realm of
Avodah it must be asked if we can address Tefillah as the highest level of communicating
trust in the Ribbono Shel Olam, and if we are able to pass that on to our children, the future
generations. Gemilut Chassadim: Are we training ourselves and carrying it on to the care for
the needy?

We must plan our futures for the direction and the life values that we pray our
progeny will aspire to. Hopefully, our most truly cherished values of life will nurture our
offspring. Our greatest nachas would be when our children and grandchildren are proud of us,
for we were their benefactors by benevolently transmitting to them the true values of life.
Invest in ourselves so that our future generations will inherit and be able to build those
arazim, the cedar branches, into a mishkan and so that the shekhina will rest amongst us and
our children, grandchildren, ad biyat goel tzedek. Amen!


