Parshas Toldos: Yaakov and Truth
The Almighty is truth. Man must emulate God and live by the attribute of truth. This is not an easy task. The world is full of falsehood, and wherever one turns he comes face-to-face with dishonesty. The situation of man can be compared to an individual who is trying hard to exit through any one of a variety of exits from a building. However, he finds himself in darkness, and like a blind man he is unable to locate any exit. He is therefore virtually incarcerated unable to find an opening. Falsehood is darkness, while truth is light. If man is to find his way out of darkness, he must dedicate himself totally to truth. Since truth is a Divine attribute, it brings an intense life light that can banish darkness and allow man to find an escape from the location in which he finds himself incarcerated.

The Rebby teaches us that the forces of darkness that try so hard to bring man down, are especially active when man stands in front of God to pray. These forces create confusion in man, and prayerful man is besieged and overwhelmed by a flood of thoughts that confuse him and make it nearly impossible for him to pray. How can prayerful man extricate himself from these many powerful impediments? How can he light up the darkness that surrounds him on all sides? Man is in desperate need of a powerful light to banish the darkness. That light is the light of truth. When man dedicates himself to truth, when standing in prayer he speaks words of truth that emanate from the profound depths of his soul, he brings the Divine light close to himself. In Chapter 101 of Psalms, King David tells us that one who speaks falsehood banishes the Divine presence. The corollary to this statement is that one who speaks truth brings the Divine presence close to himself. In chapter 145 of Psalms, King David says God is close to all those who call to Him with truth. By speaking words of truth man brings about a situation in which the Almighty lights up his way such that man is now able to free himself from the darkness that prevents him from praying. Although there are many exits through which man can find his way out of a maze, the most effective exit is speaking words of truth and bringing the Divine light to banish the darkness and enable man to discover the outlet he so desperately needs.

The Tanach tells us that father Jacob personified the attribute of truth. “Give truth to Jacob”. And yet Jacob is surrounded on all sides by falsehood. The Torah describes Jacob's twin brother Esau as a hunter. Our sages teach us that Esau “hunts” people with his mouth; hunting is a metaphor for trapping people by lying to them and falsifying the truth. Not only is Jacob surrounded by his dishonest brother, he is also confronted by the deceitful personality of his father-in-law Lavan. The latter can easily be described as the greatest liar and defrauder that ever walked the face of this earth. Because of these challenges that Jacob faces on all sides, he must work overtime to dedicate himself and to energize himself to truth. Father Jacob will face many many challenges to his great attribute of truth. But at the end of the day, he stands successful as a victor in this great battle against the forces of falsehood, deceit and darkness. Father Jacob brings light to the world. Our Torah teaches us that father Jacob personified prayer. Each of his 12 sons reflected a different attribute. But our great forefather Yaakov was able to integrate all these individual attributes to create a single synthesis, a unique entity, that is Knesses Yisrael. Yaakov would elevate the prayers of his 12 sons. He will climb the ladder of prayer to reach Almighty God. Those forces that try to help harm him and bring him down, to remove heaven forbid the presence of God from Yaakov's place, were defeated by our great father. We must emulate Yaakov and dedicate ourselves totally to truth, to be careful to always speak the truth, to pray to God with words of genuine truth, and thusly bring down the Divine light and the Divine presence that will banish the darkness of falsehood and deceit.

May we successfully energize ourselves and dedicate ourselves to this task, perpetually seeking truth and therefore seeking Almighty God. Amen!
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