Parshas Eikev
The verse reads “And now Israel what does God expect of you? Nothing more than to fear Him and to walk in His ways”. This verse appears in Devarim, Chapter 10 Verse 12.

Our rabbis taught us that the words “And now” referred to repentance. The main thrust of repentance and serving God is the aspect of 'and now' as the verse states elsewhere: “and now if you will hearken to the voice of God”. Why the emphasis on “now”? Too often we think that we must concern ourselves with yesterday and with tomorrow, but the verse tells us “and now”, it's this hour, this moment, this is the challenge that we must face. We must not consern ourselves with yesterday or tomorrow but rather with this moment. You don't know and you can never know what tomorrow will bring. The Torah has a perspective on life and longevity that true life can only be achieved through fear of God. As the verse elsewhere reads “fear of God will add days”. In our verse here in Parshas Eikev, “and now what does God demand of you but just the fear of Him”. Elsewhere the verse reads: “and now Israel listen to the statutes, hearken to the commands of Hashem”. Every Jew must try to connect every moment with something that's above time, something that belongs to infinity. To achieve that, one must dedicate himself to the study of Torah and involve himself in prayer. And primarily - the main emphasis- should be prayer. Prayer is the expression of man's longing for God. 

Our verse addresses itself to every single Jew no matter what level he is at. Even the tzaddik, even a saintly individual, must ascend level upon level, from one level to an even higher level. How much more so a person who is not a tzaddik needs to energize himself with the power to propel himself  to higher levels. And when the verse addresses “and now Israel”, it means that a person must constantly focus on the now, not to worry about the yesterday of the past, or about the tomorrow of the future; to face the challenge of the moment and experience it to its fullest. To grasp on to every moment every opportunity; to run far away from the forces of evil and to put one's right foot forward and dedicate all his energies to hearken to the word of God.

How is it possible for the Torah to assume that it's a cinch for every Jew to achieve the level of fear of God. After all, fear of God is challenging, it's not an easy matter. The Rabbis explain the meaning of our verse:  for Moshe it's a relatively easy matter. Moshe, on his level, can certainly achieve the level of fear of God. We are still faced with the perplexing question: how could the Torah consider fear of God as something easy simply because it's easy for Moshe? The Torah after all is addressing you and I. For us, achieving true genuine faith and fear of God is not an easy matter. So what do we gain by explaining that this verse relates to Moshe, i.e. specifically to Moshe on his level. What good does that do for me? The answer is that it was Moshe who set the pattern for all generations of Jews. Moshe was the trailblazer, and he taught us how to achieve fear of God. It was Moshe who worked incessantly on behalf of his people. Moshe suffered for the people of Israel. Moshe took the people out of Egypt gave them the Torah with extraordinary miracles and wonders, and he lit the path for wisdom and for holiness. We stand on his Shoulders and are inspired by his teachings. We refer to a verse earlier in the fourth chapter of Dvarim, verse 35, “you have shown knowledge, that God is King”. The word 'you' in this verse refers to Moshe. It was none other than Moshe who taught the people of Israel that God is the king who has dominion over the entire universe. It was Moshe who taught the people there is nothing in existence other than God. As Maimonides presents it at the very beginning of his magnum opus, the Mishna Torah, all existence only exists because of the Almighty, and all existence derives its existence from the existence of God.

What did Moshe teach the people? How does one achieve genuine fear of God? If we take a look at the language of the Kedusha that we recite in the Musaf prayer of Shabbos or YomTov, we will see two very important phrases. These two phrases really reflect two approaches to our search for God. One phrase reads “where are you God, where is your glory”? The other phrase reads “the entire universe is a manifestation of the glory of God”, meaning, wherever you turn you see God. The genuine and ultimate service of God must manifest an integration of these two elements. On the one hand, man seeks God, but all too often he fails to reveal God. That is because God is concealed and not apparent nor accessible. But man must find God and achieve the level of declaring 'God is everywhere', there is nothing that exists other than God. This is a lifelong program and the obligation of the Jew in his journey to serve Hashem. This is how the Jew will achieve fear of God. The realization that everything and everywhere there is God. That everything is caused and brought about by God. That every experience, every situation in which we find ourselves, is generated by the Almighty. There is nothing but God. אין עוד מלבדו
The Jew can only reach spiritual perfection when he achieves fear of God. When the Torah was given at Mount Sinai, it was given with loud noises, with thunder and lightning, with the blast of the shofar that was very very powerful. And the Torah describes the response of the people of Israel, and they were in a state of fear. The Torah tells us that this episode of thunder and lightning at the time of the giving of the Torah was for the goal “that the fear of God should be on the faces of Israel preventing them from sin”. But despite it all, and even before Moshe descended the mountain bringing the tablets, the forces of evil worked overtime to entice the people of Israel to worship the golden calf. What would rectify the terrible sin of worshiping the calf? The answer is alluded to in the sequence of verses, in the contiguity of themes, here in Parshas Eikev. Moshe refers to the 40 days that he spent on the top of the mountain without eating and without drinking. Rashi explains that the 40 day period that Moshe refers to here in Eikev is the 40 day period on the third round, when Moshe ascended the mountain for a third time, and that took place on the first day of the month of Elul. That period of time ended 40 days later on Yom Kippur when Moshe descended from the mountain. Those 40 days are the   ימים נוראים, the days of awe, the days of fear. It was during those 40 days that Moshe pleaded on behalf of the people of Israel, his petitions were accepted on high, and culminated on Yom Kippur with the Divine Being granting atonement for the sin of the golden calf. Of those 40 days, the most important are the 10 days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. These are the 10 days of repentance. The first day of the ten, Rosh Hashanah, is the day in which the people of Israel bring fear of God into their hearts. This is achieved through the shofar, as the verse implies: “is it possible that the shofar will be blasted in the city and the people won't be in fear”? The day of Rosh Hashanah is the day of the fear of Isaac. Beginning with Rosh Hashanah, and during the entire balance of the 10 days of repentance, we repeat in our prayers time and time again ותן פחדך please put fear into the hearts of all men. The main day of rectification is Rosh Hashanah. On that day we get a glimpse, a small taste if you will, of the Messiah who will establish the sacred kingship of God. So that on this day of Rosh Hashanah when we cor-ornate God as the King of the universe, this is the beginning of the coming of the Messiah, the descendant of King David. We can now appreciate the contiguity of the verses here in our Parsha. Immediately following Moshe's description of the 40 day period, Moshe turns the people says “now Israel what does God demand of you? None other than the fear of God”.

Often, the Almighty brings upon man the fear of suffering, disease, and the like. These are all a means to an end. The purpose of suffering is for man to reach the level of true and genuine fear. The opposite of genuine fear is the lower level of fear in which man is afraid of whatever threatens him. Man is called upon to use his greatest endowment, namely his wisdom, to recognize that if his fear is related to the object or the person who threatens him, then that's not genuine fear. Man must use his wisdom to recognize that what he should be afraid of is not the object or the person that threatens him, not the disease, but rather Almighty God who is the ultimate source of everything. Man must recognize that nothing exists except for God. That God is the Cause of all causes, that everything that happens in our lives is brought about by Almighty God. This is the essential faith that man is expected to achieve. Repentance is none other than the process of transforming all fears into the one single genuine fear, namely, the fear of God. When man achieves the fear of God, he experiences a profound transformation. After all animals like man experience fear. A member of the animal kingdom, no less than human being, when threatened, will feel fear. Man rises from the level of the animal to the level of the human being when he acknowledges that the problem, the source of suffering, adversity or any other challenges, is known none other than the Almighty. With that realization man climbs above the level of an animal and achieves the level of the human being. What is the essential difference between man and animal? It is that man has the endowment of wisdom with which he can differentiate between the Master who controls all, and the 'seem to be causes' of the material world in all their manifestations. To distinguish between the Almighty and His Divine providence, on the one hand, and the many messengers and 'extended arms' of the Almighty on the other. These messengers generate the challenges to man which he faces on a daily basis. The challenge to man is to identify the true Source, the ultimate Cause. Man achieves fear of God when he successfully reveals that which is concealed, that which is below the surface. Man must constantly be strengthened by this great fear, the fear of God. By doing so, he will achieve the status of being a true servant of God.
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