Parshas Pinchas: The choice of Yehoshua
Moshe pleads with the Almighty to find a replacement to lead the congregation of Israel. Moshe asks God not to leave the congregation like a flock of sheep without a shepherd. Who can fit the description as a person who has within himself the spirit of each individual member of the community? The Almighty responds by pointing His finger at Yehoshua.

Why is Yehoshua the perfect choice to become the leader of Israel after Moshe? What does it mean to describe Yehoshua as a man of spirit? The Hebrew word for spirit in this context is Ruach. The same word is used by Targum Unkelus at the beginning of Genesis to describe the spirit of man as God had created him.
Lekutei Maran (number 8) identifies that Ruach with the Torah itself, and with anyone who clings to the Torah. Since the tzaddik clings to the Torah, he personifies that Ruach. Rebby Nachman identifies Yehoshua as a tzaddik who clings to the Torah. Hence Yehoshua is described as a man of Ruach. From the perspective of Rebby Nachman, a tzaddik -like Yehoshua - can transmit that Ruach to any individual who makes an effort to connect to the man of Ruach, in our case, Yehoshua. That connection is a result of a process that begins with the person feeling incomplete, i.e. an awareness that he has a ways to go before he has reached the ideal of being a servant of God. Once he becomes profoundly aware of his inadequate state and acknowledges his need to perfect and improve himself, he is motivated to seek a profound connection with the tzaddik who personifies the Torah. After coming to this realization, he seeks out the tzaddik to take counsel from him and to benefit from the advice of the tzaddik. This does not necessarily mean that the individual physically sits in front of the tzaddik. What is most important is to study the teachings and the Torah of the tzaddik. This will create the most profound connection between the individual and the tzaddik. The ultimate goal is to love the tzaddik. 

How did Yehoshua achieve this lofty state that made him the perfect candidate to become the leader of Israel? 

Yehoshua is the paradigm of a student disciple of his Rebby, Moshe.

Rebby Nosson, in Lekutei halachos, quotes the verse in the book of Shmos, chapter 33 verse 11, which describes Yoshua as a Naar, a young man. However the word Naar has a deeper meaning, and it reflects Yehoshua's role of Shimush, literally service. If you translate this word on a surface level, it means that Yehoshua, the Naar, served his Rebby Moshe. However on a deeper level the Shimush of Yehoshua meant that he studied Moshe in every single aspect and from every dimension. Yehoshua literally absorbed his Rebby, Moshe, and the latter become became part of Yehoshua's personality.

We will try to understand what it means to be 'included' in the personality of another person, a merger of two souls. What does it mean that Yehoshua is included in the personality of Moshe? Yehoshua becomes an extension of his Rebby, Moshe, and absorbs the personality of Moshe into his very being. To clarify this, we will refer to the paradigm master- disciple relationship of Avraham and Eliezer. Avraham reaches the high level of Bris. There are two categories of Bris, the Bris Ila'ah, and the Bris Tata’ah. Avraham achieves the higher level of Bris, namely, the Bris Ilaah. Eliezer achieves the lower level of Bris Tata’ah. Eliezer absorbs the Torah, the teachings, and the personality of his master Avraham. By analogy, Yehoshua achieves the level of Bris Tata’ah, and becomes an extension of Moshe absorbing the very essence of Moshe as a person and as a leader of Israel. If Yeshua attains a level of perfection as result of the Shimush of Moshe, through which Yoshimura had achieved this identification with the very essential personality of Moshe. As a result of the fact that Yehoshua absorbs the very essence of his Rebby, Moshe, he is the perfect choice to become the replacement of Moshe and the leader of Israel. Moshe had pleaded with the Almighty that a leader be chosen as the shepherd of Israel, a leader who personified Ruach. It is Yehoshua, through his connection to Moshe, who became imbued with the Ruach of Moshe. Moshe was able to transmit to Yehoshua his Ruach. This Ruach is the spirit of life, which is the manifestation of Torah, and endows Yehoshua with the unique leadership quality of being able to identify with the Ruach of every single individual member of the congregation of Israel. Yehoshua will imbue the people with the intense longing and craving for a close relationship with the Almighty and the intense desire to climb the spiritual ladder and achieve the highest levels of sanctity.

Rebby Nosson introduces another concept, a profound idea which is expressed by the term Kisufim. The latter reflects the intense desire of a person. Kisufim Tovim, are the longings of the soul to attain a higher spirit; they represent the good side of man. On the flip side, the forces of evil also embody Kisufim, desires. However these Kisufim are not Tovim, but rather the opposite, they are evil. Kisufim Tovim are guaranteed to have the power to defeat the opposite manifestation of Kisufim. In the battlefield between good and evil, man is called upon to intensify his desire for good, his Kisufim Tovim, so that he can become triumphant in the final outcome of this battle. It is Yehoshua, the leader and the tzaddik, who will inspire the people to greater and greater Kisufim Tovim, to higher and more intense levels of the desire to climb the spiritual ladder and reach a closeness with the Almighty. There is a mutual responsibility, an obligation incumbent upon both the leader and the individual members of the community. Each one respectively must live up to his responsibility to seek out a close relationship with the leader, in this case Yehoshua. The leader, from his part, must reach out to the people with the goal of creating a close relationship with individuals. Ultimately if that relationship will become a profound one, the goal will be reached and the people will be elevated to the sublime level of clinging to the Almighty.

Moshe inspired the people of Israel with Emuna (faith) in the Almighty. It was now the responsibility of Yehoshua to do the same. Rebby Nosson points out that there is an integral connection between faith and the land of Israel. Yehoshua is the perfect choice to replace his Rebby, Moshe, and conquer the land of Israel. Yehoshua will inspire the people to the profound levels of faith necessary to conquer the Land. 
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