Parshas Baha'aloscha: the humility of Moshe
The Torah tells us that Moshe was the most humble person on the face of the earth. His humility is eternally unsurpassed. In the episode of his sister Miriam speaking in a pejorative way about her brother Moshe, she unfortunately created a wedge. What is the nature of this wedge? She was able to separate between humility and wisdom as our great Rabbi Nachman (Torah #197) teaches us. Without wisdom there can be no such thing as humility. It is literally impossible to achieve true humility without wisdom. And now the disparaging words of Miriam regarding her brother  created a wedge between the wisdom of Moshe and his humility. Once there is evil gossip there can be only surface level humility but not true, genuine humility. There can be a facade of humility, but not genuine humility. Such is the power of evil speech. However the Torah testifies that in the case of Moshe, despite the fact that there was evil speech, nevertheless he remains the humble person he is. Humility in the case of Moshe is essential, it reflects his very being. There is no way that the humility of Moshe can be undermined. That's why the Torah tells us that despite the evil gossip, of Miriam, nevertheless Moshe remains Moshe, the humble person that he is. Nothing can separate Moshe from his attribute of humility.

Since we are speaking about the significance of humility, we should mention that the depressing episode of the spies is also a result of lack of humility. The spies were on a very high level, and considered their knowledge of God to be so superior that there was no need to enter the land of Israel. Israel is the place where we reach out to the lowest echelon of society. The greatness of the land inheres in its ability to inspire every single Jew, even one who is far from Torah. The Meraglim did not believe that they would want to enter the land since they felt no need to reach down to the lower levels. They considered themselves to be on such a high level that it was not necessary for them, it wasn't even appropriate for them, to enter the land. They feared that if they would enter the land this would inevitably lower their level. Had they been humble, they would've realized that they still had a tremendous amount to gain from entering into the land. In truth, had they entered the land, they would have reached even higher levels. They mistakenly convinced themselves that they would lose by entering the land; that they would no longer be looked upon with awe and reverence as the leaders of the people. But in truth just the opposite would've happened, they would have been raised to a higher level by the people in Israel. The reason for this is because the people in Israel would realize that they had so much to gain from these high level individuals. The latter would have inspired them and uplifted them to higher levels. The people would be so appreciative that they therefore would consider these great people to be even greater, and would've looked up to them with such reverence. Thus the spies made a fatal error. Instead of implementing the will of God and the mandate of Moshe, they made their own calculations and came to their own conclusions. Faith requires man to nullify his own personal calculations, to accept the will of God as absolute. The challenge of faith is to commit oneself totally to the will of God. Thus, the error, the very failure, of the spies was that they believed in themselves and their own capability of determining what is best for them. Had they instead accepted the will of God without calculations, in an absolute way, great things would happen. They would've entered the land and would've reached higher and higher levels of spirituality and knowledge of God. Their impact upon the people of Israel would've been incredible, unlimited. And instead of losing their positions of leadership, they would've ascended to higher levels of leadership. Thus their belief in themselves and their own capacity to make decisions, undermined faith, and resulted in the terrible catastrophe of the destruction of not only the lives of the spies themselves, but essentially of the lives of all the people of that generation who followed the spies and rejected the land. 
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