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The Absurdity of Yitzchak

What’s So Funny? The Science of Why We Laugh

(Giovanni Sabato, Scientific America June 26, 2019)

People laugh at the juxtaposition of incompatible concepts and
at defiance of their expectations—that is, at the incongruity

between expectations and reality.
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The laughter of Yitzchak is a response to enormous incongruities in the entire human condition,
not only to the surprising fact of existence itself. The one purpose of all Creation is Humanity,
and yet it must live an absurd existence, and the absurdity reaches its height not with the glory of
martyrdom, but with the tawdry and banal. The laughter of Yitzchak is the comfort to a person
with their mind in the heavens and body sunk in a morass of needs... As Yitzchak tells God: their
absurd lives are so futilely busy that they have no time to seriously sin - they are not enough to
seriously sin.

That single most important lesson that Yitzchak teaches us from his vantage point on the altar is
not that life cannot be justified, but that it never need be justified! That if Life express the desire
of God to share, to search for partners in creation, then He needs no justification and neither do
we. All that matters is that we give Him the only thing that He cannot create: our yir'ah. That we

share the dream, the vision He has for Creation...
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