Nissim Nistarim in the Megillah:
Everything Fits Again

As we have seen, Purim is the yom tov of nes nistar, the “hidden miracles” that Hashem uses to guide world events. There is not one supernatural event in the entire story of the Megillah; they are not “miraculous.” Yet all of these events fit together to save Am Yisroel.
 

We further noted that this is one of the suggested explanations for why Hashem’s name is not mentioned in the Megillah. Megillas Esther is one of the only seforim in Tanach that does not mention Hashem’s name at all. The whole point of the Megillah is that even when Hashem appears to be hidden from us, He is still orchestrating events and running the show from behind the scenes.
 In fact, the name “מגילת אסתר” can be interpreted as “מגלה סתר,” “to reveal that which is hidden.” We reveal Hashem's presence and His governing of current events.


These nissim nistarim are found in several forms in the Megillah. First, there are “coincidental” events that ultimately fit together into the bigger picture. Alternatively, nes nistar is expressed in actions that are ironic or unexpected and then fit into the larger story. Finally, we see nes nistar when things are turned around – “ונהפך הוא” – and Am Yisroel is saved. 

Two meforshim who develop this approach extensively, searching for examples of nissim nistarim in the Megillah, are the Gra and the Malbim.
 Based on their analysis, let us turn our attention to many of the hidden miracles found in the Megillah.
“אין אונס”

In describing Achashverosh’s party, the Megillah writes, “אין אונס”
 – no one was forced to do anything against his will. One theme of Achashverosh’s party was that even the least important person in the kingdom could do what he wants. The Gra notes that it is therefore ironic that the one person in the malchus who was forced to do something against her will was Vashti, the second most powerful person in the kingdom. The Megillah mentions that the theme of the party was “אין אונס” in order to highlight this nes nistar; despite his emphasis on his subjects’ freedom, Hashem put it into Achashverosh’s heart to call Vashti to the party against her will so that she would ultimately be killed and Esther could become queen. 
Haman Kills Himself

The Gra and Malbim note another irony in the story. After Haman (Mimuchan) advised Achashverosh to kill Vashti, he suggested, “ויצא דבר מלכות מלפניו,” “let the word of the king go out from before him.”
 The original law of the land in Persia was that if the king was faced with a decision that could affect him directly, he had to consult with his advisors. It was for this reason that he called his advisors to discuss what to do with Vashti. Haman was suggesting to Achashverosh that he change the law of the land. “ויצא דבר מלכות מלפניו” – let the king decide for himself. In order to ingratiate himself with Achashverosh, Haman advised the king to take more power for himself. From now on, he should decide these types of cases on his own. 

Haman gave his advice in the first perek of the Megillah, in the third year of Achashverosh’s reign. Nine years later, Haman’s little piece of advice came back to haunt him.
 At her second party, Esther informed Achashverosh that Haman was the evil person who wished to destroy her people. Achashverosh was angry, he walked outside, and when he returned, he decreed that Haman should be killed. At that time, Achashverosh did not wait to gather his advisors and seek their advice – because nine years earlier, Haman himself had advised Achashverosh to change the law demanding that he consult with others! Had the law not been changed, Achashverosh would have been forced to call his advisors together. In the interim, maybe he would have calmed down or maybe Haman would have been able to bribe the advisors. Haman’s fate was sealed because of his own advice. It turns out that Haman helped to kill himself. Incredible! This is a classic nes nistar. 

A Tale of Two Letters

After killing Vashti, Achashverosh sent out a letter to all corners of his kingdom declaring, “להיות כל איש שורר בביתו,” that every man should be the ruler in his home.
 The gemara explains that this letter actually helped Am Yisroel because it showed the people that Achashverosh was foolish. The people said to themselves, “Why would Achashverosh command that every man should rule his home? It is obvious that even a lowly weaver should be the authority in his own house!” Because of this reaction, when the non-Jews received the king’s next letter with the decree to kill the Jews on the 13th of Adar, they didn’t take it seriously. Had they not been convinced that Achashverosh was foolish, they would have been mizdarez, zealous, and they would have attacked Am Yisroel earlier.
 This is a clear example of how seemingly minor events fit together to help save Am Yisroel. 
Choosing Esther

The choice of Esther as queen also involved nes nistar. In particular, Chazal and the meforshim focus on the timing of when she was taken to the palace. The Megillah mentions many dates, and each one is significant.
 Esther was taken to Achashverosh in the tenth month, the month of Teves.
 Why? The gemara explains that it is cold in the winter, and this is a month in which “נהנה גוף מן הגוף.”
 The Gra adds that since the winter nights are longer, Esther had more time with Achashverosh. Rashi explains that Hashem arranged Esther’s turn to be in Teves so that she would become queen and be in the position to save the Jews. The fact that Esther’s turn “coincidentally” came in the winter was not a coincidence at all; it was part of Hashem’s plan, a nes nistar!


This is an important point. Hashem could obviously have worked it out that Esther would be chosen in a miraculous fashion. A good example of nes nigleh involved in a selection process is found in Mary Poppins. The family is selecting their new nanny and there is a long line of candidates lined up by the door. They are all wearing black and they all have mean-looking, sour faces. And what happens? A wind comes and literally blows them away, so when the door is opened to start the selection process, there is only one nanny available – Mary Poppins! That segment would best be titled “Nes Nigleh.” Hashem could have done that in the Megillah, but He chose not to, because Purim is about nes nistar, megaleh seser, revealing that which is hidden and recognizing that Hashem governs world events even when we do not see Him clearly. Purim teaches that even when events appear to be natural and “coincidental,” they are really all from Hashem.

Setting the Stage for Yeshua

The most fundamental nes nistar of the Megillah involves the sequence of events. While each event is itself not exceptional, one leads to another in a way that eventually sets up the salvation of Am Yisroel. Achashverosh throws a party. This leads to Vashti being killed. This leads to Esther being chosen as queen. This leads to Mordechai being appointed as an advisor. According to the midrash, this leads to Bigsan and Seresh becoming angry because Mordechai was placed above them as advisors to the king.
 Because Mordechai is spending time near the king’s palace, he overhears Bigsan and Seresh’s plan to murder Achashverosh. He informs the king and saves Achashverosh’s life. This is nes nistar – the individual, unexceptional events in the beginning of the Megillah work together to enable the yeshua of Am Yisroel, which begins only in the sixth perek.



Hashem clearly orchestrates precisely when every event in the Megillah takes place. For example, after Mordechai saved the king’s life, the event was written down and forgotten about. The Malbim points out that this was also part of the hashgacha. In order for Mordechai to be saved later, Hashem arranged that Mordechai would not be rewarded right away. That way, the reward would be waiting for Mordechai five years later when Haman tried to have Mordechai killed.
 

By the end of the first two perakim of the Megillah, the stage has been set for the yeshua of Am Yisroel. Now we can have a deeper appreciation of Rashi’s comment on the opening posuk of the third perek, “אחר הדברים האלה” – Rashi writes, “after the cure had been created.”
 The refua was already created and the yeshua of Am Yisroel had been prepared before Haman came to power. 
Nes in the Lottery

In order to decide when to carry out his plan to wipe out the Jews, Haman cast lots on Rosh Chodesh Nissan.
 If you were Haman, when would you want the lots to fall out? Next week or next month. But no – the lots fell out 11½ months later, on the 13th of Adar! The Ibn Ezra and Malbim explain that this was part of Hashem’s hashgacha. This long delay in Haman’s plan gave Am Yisroel enough time to do teshuva and find a way to save themselves. Had the lots fallen out sooner, it would have been a lot more difficult for Am Yisroel to think of a defense strategy. This is another nes nistar in the Megillah.

Haman Kills Himself Again

Haman built a huge gallows, fifty amos tall, on which to hang Mordechai.
 This gallows could be seen from anywhere in Shushan. The Gra explains this is part of the nes nistar. Later, at the second party, when Esther accused Haman of being the evil one who was trying to wipe out her nation, Charvona pointed to this gallows: “This is the gallows that Haman set up and planned to use to kill Mordechai, who spoke well of the king!”
 The Gra writes, “אינה דומה שמיעה לראיה.” Seeing the gallows had more of an impact than just hearing about it. When Achashverosh saw the gallows that Haman had built, it clinched Haman’s fate. Once again, Haman killed himself. The fact that he decided to build such a tall gallows came back to haunt him later on.
 This is another nes nistar in the Megillah.



In fact, this nes nistar almost didn’t happen. At the end of the 6th perek, after Haman had taken Mordechai through the streets on the king’s horse and was very upset about what had happened, he discussed the events of the day with his wife, Zeresh, and his advisors. They told him, “If Mordechai is Jewish… you will not prevail against him, but you will surely fall before him.”
 They were advising Haman to back out of his plan. Then, “עודם מדברים עמו,” while they were still talking to him, the king’s servants came and hurried Haman to Esther’s second party. The Gra explains that the timing was hashgacha from Hashem. Had the king’s messengers arrived just a little while later, Haman might have listened to the advice; maybe he would have taken down the gallows or changed his plans to try to kill Mordechai. Had that happened, it is possible that Achashverosh would not have killed Haman, as it was the fact that Achashverosh saw the gallows that clinched Haman’s fate. This is another nes nistar in the Megillah.

There is yet another nes nistar related to the gallows that Haman built for Mordechai. This is based on a beautiful diyuk of the Gra and Malbim. The Megillah tells us that when Achashverosh was very angry at Haman and was in the midst of deciding what to do, “ויאמר חרבונה אחד מן הסריסים לפני המלך: גם הנה העץ אשר עשה המן למרדכי אשר דבר טוב על המלך,” “Charvona, one of the chamberlains, said before the king: ‘This is the gallows that Haman set up and planned to use to kill Mordechai, who spoke well of the king!’”
 How did Charvona know about the gallows? The Gra and the Malbim note that the posuk tells us exactly how he knew – he was אחד מן הסריסים, one of the chamberlains. The letter ה implies that the posuk is referring to sarisim that we have already heard about. The Gra and Malbim explain that Charvona was one of the officers whom we met before: “עודם מדברים עמו, וסריסי המלך הגיעו.”
 While Haman was discussing his plans with his wife and advisors, including his plan to hang Mordechai on the gallows he had built, the sarisim arrived to bring him to the second party. Charvona was among them, and that’s how he knew about the gallows; he overheard the discussion. 

The timing was perfect. The sarisim barged in to Haman’s house mid-sentence and they heard the discussion about the gallows. As a result, Charvona, who was one of those particular   sarisim, was able to seal Haman’s fate by mentioning the gallows later on!

בלילה ההוא

Probably the most powerful, incredible nes nistar in the Megillah occurs on the night between Esther’s two parties. The Megillah writes, “בלילה ההוא נדדה שנת המלך,” “on that night, the king could not sleep.”
 Chazal say that the word “המלך” refers to Hashem.
 On a deeper level, the posuk means that on that night, Hashem Himself, in a sense, stopped sleeping and began the salvation of Am Yisroel. Of course, Hashem was never sleeping; He was setting up the salvation all along. But it is at this point that we begin to see the salvation most clearly.

Consider Haman’s position on the night between the two parties. Haman was at the peak of his power. He was the second most powerful person in the world, just below king Achashverosh; he was fabulously wealthy and had everything he could ever want. He had even been invited to an exclusive party with the king and queen, and now he was invited to a second party the following day. There was only one thing bothering him – Mordechai. Mordechai was the only “problem” that kept his life from being perfect.
            On this night, at the height of his glory, Haman decided it was time to kill Mordechai and he went to inform the king of his plan. And on that very same night, the king couldn’t sleep. That is a medium-sized “coincidence.”
 When the king couldn’t sleep, they read to him from the king's personal diary to help him relax. They could have tried many other ways to help the king go back to sleep, but they chose to read from the Sefer HaZichronot, “for some reason.” This is a bigger “coincidence.”
 Then, as they were reading, they read about the fact that Mordechai had saved the king's life five years earlier and he had never been rewarded. This is an incredible “coincidence,”
 the ultimate nes nistar in the Megillah. On the very night that Haman was on his way to have Mordechai killed, the king was reminded about how Mordechai saved his life! The story had been completely forgotten and it could have been recalled at any other time. The fact that this story was brought back to life on the very night that Haman came to arrange Mordechai’s death is the greatest nes nistar of all. Indeed, on that night, the King – meaning Hashem – was not sleeping. The yeshua had begun!
 

That night, which began with Haman at the peak of his power, led into a particularly rough day for Haman (to put it mildly). In fact, it was the worst day of Haman’s life, the day of his downfall. He entered the king’s chambers nearly all-powerful, only to be surprised by Achashverosh’s command to lead Mordechai through the streets on the king’s horse. The gemara elaborates that Esther closed down the bathhouses and barbers in Shushan, so Haman was forced to personally bathe Mordechai and cut his hair. Mordechai was very weak from the three-day fast that the Jews were observing, so he was not able to climb onto the horse; Haman was forced to bend down and Mordechai climbed on top of him, kicking him in the process. Haman was then forced to lead Mordechai through the streets, calling out before him. Haman's daughter mistakenly assumed that Mordechai was leading Haman through the streets and therefore poured the contents of the chamber pot on her father. When Haman looked up to see who did this to him, his daughter, appalled at what she had done, jumped off the roof and committed suicide in front of her father. Haman went home and told the story of his horrific day to his wife and advisors, but he was interrupted by the king’s messengers, who rushed him to the second party. He didn’t even have a chance to bathe!
 And it was at that party that Esther informed Achashverosh of Haman’s evil plan to kill her and her nation, leading to Haman’s death.


Just hours earlier, Haman was at the top. He had no clue that Hashem had prepared this terrible day for him. There is not one supernatural event in this entire story, but the series of events is incredible. Without any miracles taking place, the second most powerful person in the world ends up dead and degraded only a few hours after reaching the height of his power! This is the ultimate nes nistar of Purim.

Nissim Nistarim in Chutz LaAretz

The Gra writes in the beginning of his perush on Megillas Esther that it is appropriate that the nes Purim took place in chutz la’aretz; while nissim geluyim take place in Eretz Yisroel, in chutz la’aretz, Hashem guides world events through hidden miracles.
 Based on this, Rav Dovid Feinstein shlit”a suggests a beautiful insight.
 When does a Jew, from a halachic perspective, most strongly feel that he is in chutz la'aretz? On Yom Tov Sheni Shel Galuyos. The Torah says to keep one day of yom tov, but Jews in chutz la’aretz observe two because of the safek regarding which day is yom tov. On that day, Jews in golus light candles, say the brochos on the mitzvos hayom, eat matza, drink another four cups of wine, etc. The second day of yom tov is the most halachic “chutz la'aretz day” of the year. 

According to the simple pshat, the night between Esther’s parties was the night of the 16th of Nissan.
 It was the second night of Pesach, and the Jews in Persia were sitting down at their second seder. Thus, Rav Dovid points out, the ultimate nes nistar of the Megillah occurred on Yom Tov Sheni, when the Jews of Persia were feeling and experiencing what it means to live in golus, in chutz la'aretz. It was on that night, the ultimate “chutz la’aretz night” of the year, that Hashem performed the greatest nes nistar in the Megillah – because chutz la’aretz and neis nistar go hand in hand.

Fall From Greatness

Although Hashem’s name is not found in the Megillah, there are two places where Hashem’s name is hinted to. When Haman was at the peak of his power, Esther invited him to an exclusive party – just him, the king, and the queen. The posuk reads: “יבא המלך והמן היום.”
 The opening letters of those four words spell Hashem’s name. Later, at the very end of Haman’s very bad day, after Esther had accused him and Achashverosh was about to declare a death sentence upon him, the Megillah tells us that he realized “כי כלתה אליו הרעה,” the king had determined to do evil to him. The final letters of these four words once again spell Hashem’s name. Rav Mirsky shlit”a explains that the message is that everything in the Megillah is guided by Hashem – from Haman being raised to a very high level to his total destruction. This is why Hashem’s name is hinted to at both the highest and lowest points of Haman’s life.

Esther and the Geula

The Malbim suggests that there is a macro-nes nistar at work in the story of Purim as well. Sefer Nechemia describes a discussion between Nechemia and King Artachshasta, whom Chazal say was Daryavesh, the son of Achashverosh and Esther.
 Nechemia lamented that Yerushalayim was in ruins and asked for permission to travel there to improve the situation. In describing the king’s positive response, the posuk tells us, “ויאמר לי המלך, והשגל יושבת אצלו”
 – the “sheigal” was sitting next to the king at the time. Who was this sheigal and why does the posuk inform us of her presence? The Malbim explains that the sheigal was Esther, the queen mother, who sat next to her son, the king. The posuk emphasizes “והשגל יושבת אצלו” because Esther advised her young son to allow the Jews to rebuild Yerushalayim and further the process of the geula from Bavel.
 

This is incredible! The entire story of Purim, in a macro-sense, led to Esther HaMalka being in a position to influence the politics of Bavel and help further the geula process. This is a classic example of Purim being the yom tov of nes nistar. 

One message to take from these ideas is the importance of recognizing how Hashem orchestrates world events, governing every single detail. “לב מלכים ביד ה'”
 – Hashem controls everything, including the politics of great kingdoms. We were fortunate to have the Megillah, which teaches us, with the help of the meforshim, exactly how Hashem controlled every single event in the story of Purim, but we must realize that this is how Hashem governs the world all the time. In order to respond to the many challenges that Am Yisroel faces, we have to make hishtadlus and try to elect the right leaders so that we can influence events whenever we can. More importantly, however, we must daven and serve Hashem better. The more we focus on our connection with HaKadosh Baruch Hu, the better off we will be in our relationships with the umos ha’olam.


May we be zocheh to appreciate the nissim nistarim in the Megillah and in our own lives, and to then rededicate ourselves to Torah and mitzvos based on that recognition. 

� See the dvar Torah on “Purim – Yom Tov of Nes Nistar: Everything Fits.”


� See the sefer Adar UPurim, p. 18, and Hegyonei Halacha, vol. 1, p. 272, which quote this idea from the Rishonim. 


� Given that the theme of Purim and the Megillah is nes nistar, it is striking that Chazal seem to go out of their way to include nissim geluyim in the story of the Megillah. For example, Chazal describe how the sharvit of Achashverosh extended many amos when Esther came into the room. How does this fit with the theme of Purim being nes nistar?


I asked Rav Leff shlit”a this question and he suggested that these miracles did not bring about the yeshua. They weren’t taken into consideration at all. How do we know? Because we don’t find that Achashverosh or anyone else reacted to them. The Megillah teaches us that it was ordinary events that combined to bring about the yeshua; the nissim geluyim played no role. On the contrary – no one even noticed them! No one cared! This shows us the extent of the hester panim of that era. These nissim geluyim were somehow explained away, viewed as aberrations. Achashverosh did not declare, “Oh my! If this miraculous event is taking place with Esther, I should really listen to what she has to say!” Apparently, the nissim geluyim played no role, and they went basically unnoticed during that time.


� See also the book Turnabout.


� Esther 1:8.


� Esther 1:19-20. 


� Even though the Megillah takes only twenty minutes to read, the story spans nine years.


� Esther 1:22.


� Megillah 12b and Rashi there.


� See the dvar Torah on “Seventy Days of Fear.”


� Esther 2:16.


� Megillah 13a.


� Esther Rabba 6:13.


� Malbim, Esther 2:23.


� Rashi, Esther 3:1.


� Esther 3:7.


� Esther 5:14.


� Esther 7:9.


� See the Malbim, Esther 7:9, for a similar approach to the tall gallows.


� Esther 6:13.


� Esther 7:9.


� Esther 6:14.


� Most of us grow up thinking that Charvona knew about the gallows because he was originally in on the plot with Haman; he planned to help Haman kill Mordechai. This idea is based on the gemara (Megillah 16a): “אמר רבי אלעזר: אף חרבונה רשע, באותו עצה היה,” “Charvona too was a rasha; he originally was in that counsel.” The standard explanation of this gemara is that Charvona originally advised Haman to hang Mordechai. He was a total rasha. Then, when Charvona saw that it was not going to work out, מיד ברח, he immediately fled from Haman’s side and tried to help Mordechai. That is the simple pshat of the gemara. The Gra and Malbim present a different approach to Charvona based on their diyukim in the pshat of the Megillah.


In the Gra’s perush on the Megillah, he attempts to explain how his pshat fits in the words of the gemara, but Rav Nevenzahl shlit”a and others have pointed out that it is very difficult to read this pshat into the gemara. Recent seforim have suggested that there may even be a ta’us sofer in our version of the Gra’s perush on the Megillah.


� Esther 6:1.


� Megillah 15b. To hint to this, when we read this posuk in the Megillah, the minhag is to read the word “המלך” to the tune of “המלך” on the Yomim Nora’im. 


� Around the size of New Jersey.


� Around the size of Ohio.


� Around the size of Montana or Texas, maybe even Alaska.


� See the Malbim, Esther 6:2, who writes that it is obvious that it was hashgachas Hashem that on that very night, Achashverosh could not sleep.


� See Megillah 16a.


� See the dvar Torah on “Purim – Yom Tov of Nes Nistar,” note 6.


� See his perush on the Megillah, p. 107: 


In a deeper sense, however, the second night was the one that was most appropriate for this pivotal time in the Purim story. It is in the Diaspora that two Yom Tov days are observed, because people in the exile do not know when the New Moon was proclaimed by the Sanhedrin in Eretz Yisroel, so that the additional day symbolizes the absence of Hashem’s revealed Presence. Exile means concealment, and the Purim miracle epitomizes God’s concealed hand [even] when Israel is dispersed. Thus, there was no more appropriate night than this one for the “coincidence” to be manipulated by God to save His people.


� While Rashi (Megillah 16a) maintains that the three-day fast occurred on the 14th, 15th, and 16th of Adar, the Rashash (Megillah 15a) brings several sources from Chazal showing that the fast was on the 13th, 14th, and 15th of Nissan. This view is also adopted by the Iyun Ya’akov on the gemara. The Mo’adim UZmanim, vol. 4, p. 291, and the wonderful book PurimShpiel assume this position as well. Thus, Haman cast his lots on Rosh Chodesh Nissan and he announced the decree on the 13th of Nissan. On that very day, Mordechai and Esther decreed the three-day fast, and the first party took place on the 15th of Nissan. The night between the parties was therefore the night of the 16th of Nissan.


The Rosh (Shmos 15:22, quoted in the Schottenstein Gemara Chullin 139b, note 34) quotes a variant girsa of the gemara in Chullin 139b, which reads: “Where is there a hint that Haman was hanged on the 16th of Nissan? וישבת המן ממחרת (Yehoshua 5:12).” The posuk cited refers to the מן, which stopped falling on the 16th of Nissan. According to this girsa, it is explicit in the gemara that Haman was hanged on the 16th of Nissan. 


� Esther 5:4.


� Hegyonei Halacha, vol. 2, pp. 174-5. Note that the hint to the high point of Haman’s life is found at the beginning of the words, while the hint to the low point is found at the end of the words. Rav Mirsky explains that this is a precise remez – Hashem orchestrated events from the very beginning of Haman’s rise to the very end of his downfall.


� See also the long Rashi at the beginning of Sefer Ezra. 


� Nechemia 2:6.


� I first heard this Malbim from my rebbi, Rav Schachter shlit”a.


� Mishlei 21:2.


� Rav Nevenzahl emphasizes this point in a number of his sichot.





