
בס״ד 
ז‘ תשרי תשפ“א 

 September 25, 2020

פרשת האזינו 
 After the song of Ha’azinu comes to an end, Moshe declares to the people, “Set your hearts to all of 
the words which I bear witness for you today, so that you may command your children to observe to do all the 
words of this Torah, for it is not an empty thing for you; it is your life, and through this thing, you will lengthen 
your days upon the land to which you are crossing…”  Many commentaries ask what insights and novelties 1

come from saying that the Torah is not an empty thing for Bnei Yisrael. After all, even those who fail to 
understand the full greatness of the Torah can at least appreciate some of the value that it contains. So 
what is the line of “ִּכי 2א־ָדָבר ֵרק הּוא” coming to teach us?  
 Perhaps we can gain a more nuanced understanding of the Torah’s value from this pasuk. Rashi  2

remarks that this means Bnei Yisrael are not toiling over the Torah vainly; there is a great reward 
contingent upon their learning: life itself. The Bechor Shor  explains that the life of each member of Bnei 3

Yisrael is fully dependent on the Torah; it serves as their sustenance as well as their support. The Torah 
can serve as a life-lengthener, but it is fully dependent on whether we choose to see it as an elixir of life 
and fulfill its words, or if we simply view it as a history book. Rabbeinu Bechaye  says that Hashem was 4

not commanding Bnei Yisrael to observe the Torah as a futile function; this statement is intertwined with 
the line of  "כי הוא חייכם,” that it serves as their lifeline not only for this life but also as a conduit to the 
World to Come. He also quotes a Medrash that the placing of the word “מכם” at the end of this pasuk 
suggests that if Bnei Yisrael find the words of Torah to be bare and lacking both meaning and matter, then 
this is due to מכם, “their emptiness.” The words of the Torah are nor “empty”; rather, the people simply 
have not reached the intellectual level where they can appreciate the words of the Torah. 
 Another answer given by Rashi is that there is not one gratuitous word written in the Torah and 
each word learned properly is accompanied by a great reward. He gives the following example from the 
end of Parshas VaYishlach: When discussing the genealogy of Esav, the Torah says, “Timna was a 
concubine to Eliphaz (one of Esav's sons).”  Additionally, while listing the children of Lotan (one of his 5

grandsons), the Torah states, “Lotan’s sister was Timna.”  Such details seem rather superfluous; what 6

relevance could these facts ever have to our lives? Rashi reveals the following teaching from the Sifri: 
Timna had said, “If I am unworthy to become Eliphaz’s wife, I hope, at least, to become his concubine.”  7

But why does that enable the Torah to go into all these details of her birth and marriage? This is to teach 
us the greatness of Avraham Avinu: Lotan was a prince of Seir, making Timna a member of noble 
ancestry, yet she preferred to be a mere concubine to Eliphaz, Avraham's great-grandson than become a 
princess in her own nation. Even rulers and kings craved to cleave to Avraham's offspring; how lucky are 
we to belong to this nation! 

1דברים לב:מו-מז 

2רש״י דברים לב:מז ד״ה כי לא דבר ריק הוא מכם 

3ר' יוסף בכור שור דברים לב:מז ד״ה כי לא דבר ריק 

4רבינו בחיי דברים לב:מז ד״ה כי לא דבר ריק הוא מכם 

5בראשית לו:יב 

6בראשית לו:כב 

7ספרי לג:מו 

דברי תורה על הפרשה תשפ״א



 One last explanation about the Torah not being an empty thing for Bnei Yisrael comes from the 
Chizkuni,  commenting on the grave danger that arises from not studying the Torah. If a person fails to 8

learn the Torah, perceiving it to be empty, they will be unaware of their transgressions and die due to dim 
defiance. Moreover, they will be ignorant of which mitzvos they should fulfill to receive the great rewards 
that are in store. As a result, it is important for each person to understand the full merit and worth that 
the Torah encompasses. 
 The Yerushalmi in Peah  explains that this entire pasuk in Ha’azinu is a reference to the 9

commencing words of the masechta,  which states that there are three things where a person eats from 10

the fruits in This World while maintaining the principal for The World to Come: kibbud av v’eim, gemilus 
chasadim, and bringing peace between a fellow and his friend, with talmud torah being equal to all of 
them. “כי לא דבר רק הוא מכם” is a reference to talmud torah, while “כי הוא חייכם” alludes to kibbud av 
v’eim and “ובדבר הזה תאריכו ימים” and “על האדמה” are commenting on gemilus chasadim and bringing 
peace between two people, respectively. As we prepare ourselves mentally, emotionally, and spiritually 
for Yom Kippur, we must remind ourselves of the momentousness of not only each of these fundamental 
tenets of Yiddishkeit, but of every single word in the entire Torah as well, which combine to be the 
greatest force to grant us a favorable position in both this world and Olam HaBa. Rav Yaakov Tzvi 
Mecklenburg mentions  that the Torah is not something that a person can choose to be empty of; it is 11

inseparable and is the very thing that provides each of us with life. The Torah is our literal lifeline, and it is 
up to us to reach out and seize as much of it as we possibly can, never letting go.

8חזקוני לב:מז 

9ירושלמי פאה פ"א ה"א 

10משניות פאה א:א 

11הכתב והקבלה דברים לב:מז ד״ה דבר רק הוא מכם 
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