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To believe in God is to believe that one’s soul and character
are God-given and must come to self-realization, not only for
one’s own sake but also for that of humanity and of God Him-
self. This takes work: “sifting” the raw material of one’s own
soul, recognizing the good, and, as Luria put it, “sawing off”
the bad.
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Shortly before the Kooks left, Rav Kook was visitedrtr)y
Rabbi Yitzhak Nissenboim, a fluid writer and orator long ac-
tive in Chibat Zion and then in the Zionist movement. He and
Kook had never met: “T knew what a large role a rabbi like this
would play in the development of the Yishuv [the Jewish com-
munity of Palestine], but I was not terribly interested in this
rabbi. He had taken no part in Chibat Zion, or, later, Zionism.
He had not written important books, so what would I have had
to do with him? So I decided to be in the new rabbi’s home and

-

rd of his visit: “I spent three days
Jt several hours each day in the
rious matters in halakha, the Ag-
w before me no ordinary rabbi,
it 2 man of the spirit, paving his
¢ yet, but was searching for it, in
Judaism. He was diving into the
m, philosophy, Kabbalah, Hasi-
rature, and bringing up precious
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dictum that one ought to take leave of a friend with a worq
from the Torah, he said the real pain of separation is the inter-
ruption in the shared study of the Torah, which life sometimeg
demands. But because our inner connection remains, we are
never truly separate from one another. God, he said, has com.
manded us to leave for the Land of Israel, but we do so with the
faith that we will all, in redemption, meet again.

oisk to Riga, Dvinsk, Vilna, Odessa,
Beirut, on Friday, May 13, 1904,
g low, as pious Jews had done
und.
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