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The פרשה in פרק ב, פסוקים א-ג talks about the traveling of בני ישראל. The פסוק says, ַוָּנָ֥סב 
ים  וַֹּי֥אֶמר ְיהָו֖ה ֵאַל֥י ”.We circled around the mountain of Seir many days“ - ֶאת־ַהר־ֵׂשִע֖יר ָיִמ֥ים ַרּבִֽ
ָנה ר׃ַרב־ָלֶכ֕ם ֹס֖ב ֶאת־ָהָה֣ר ַהֶּז֑ה ְּפנּ֥ו ָלֶכ֖ם ָצפֹֽ  said...turn north.” (2:1-3) ה׳ and“ ,ֵלאמֹֽ
The קהילת יצחק -and in his footnotes, the פרקי ניסן- cites one of the מדרש’s many 
interpretations of these פסוקים, that the word צפונה is referring to the Torah; as if to say, ‘don’t 
lose in battle, and make sure to keep away from Seir easily by keeping with the Torah.’ 
The קהילת יצחק asks a question on the גמרא בבה מציה פה: The Sages posit, על מה אבדה הארץ 
 - אמרו חכמים ולא פירשוהו אמרו נביאים ולא פירשוהו עד שפירשו הקב"ה בעצמו שנאמר על עזבם את תורתי
 ’.Why was the Holy Land lost? You went off the path of Torah observance‘ - אשר נתתי לפניהם
But the answer to the question was already stated in the prophecies of יחזקאל ,ישעיה, and 
 or promiscuity, idolatry, and ,שפיכת דמים and ,עבודה זרה ,גילוי עריות it was because of ;ירמיה
murder.  
Why then would the Sages stress a point about leaving the path of Torah study? And if so, 
what is the גמרא’s true question here? 
Adding to this question, is the גמרא שבת לא: ָאַמר ָרָבא: ְּבָׁשָעה ֶׁשַּמְכִניִסין ָאָדם ְלִדין, אֹוְמִרים לֹו: ָנָׂשאָת 
 etc. At the time a person ,?ְוָנַתָּת ָּבֱאמּוָנה? ָקַבְעָּת ִעִּתים ַלּתֹוָרה? ָעַסְקָּת ִּבְפִרָּיה ּוְרִבָּיה? ָצִפיָת ִליׁשּוָעה
reaches the Heavenly courts, they are asked a series of questions; of the first few it is 
asked,‘Were you honest in your dealings with others? Did you set a time for Torah study? 
Did you work to have a healthy family life? Did you long for the Salvation?’  
If studying Torah is the main question, then that should be the first question asked! Why 
would it be first asked, ‘Did you deal honestly in your dealings with others?’ 
The פרקי ניסן, the ספר קהילת יצחק’s footnotes, gives an answer- there’s a סובב and a מסובב, or 
an outcome and a cause. ה׳ is saying, ‘If you don’t study Torah, you won’t know how to 
behave. It will lead to the idol worship, murder, and promiscuity! It will even lead to not 
knowing how to behave like an honest and responsible individual! 
In a balabatish twist, I'd like to say that Torah study must lead to proper behavior. He who 
studies Torah, but is a sinner of any manner, his Torah has little value. He failed to achieve 
its goal! When the first question is asked (how did you deal in business?) the underlying 
question is, “How did your Torah study effect the way you lead your life?” 
When the נביאים, prophets, state the rhetorical, “You were able to study a lot of Torah, but 
where did it lead you? You still went with avodah zara, giloy arayot, shfichat damim.” It’s 
because that is precisely what will destroy the land.  
Over the last few months in Israel there’s been discussion on how the lockdown is a tragedy 
on the yeshiva bochur. One mother published a letter to the effect of this discussion, 
asserting her astonishment! To paraphrase, she if found asking, ‘How can it be that a boy 
who has been part of the Chareidi (Ultra-Orthodox) yeshiva system since the age of three, 
and comes from an upstanding Torah home is in a position of tragedy when compelled to 
stay at home with his mother and his father? It’s impossible that spending time at home 
learning with his father, learning with his mother, getting to know his siblings, helping his 
parents, would have a negative impact!’ She wants to assert that the Torah education that 
we give to our children should be one where we encourage bringing the Torah to life, and let 
it truly live out in our homes! 

 



In Nahmanidies’ letter to his son, איגרת הרמבן, it’s written, ‘Take care to always study Torah 
diligently. When you rise from your study, ponder carefully what there is in it that you can put 
into practice.’ 
A Torah path. With G-D’s help things will eventually return to ‘normal’, but hopefully the 
family unit will come out stronger, with the ability to apply Torah study and lead wonderful 
Torah lives.  
We should be able to reach this level, בביאת גואל צדק. 
 אמן!

 


