Matan — Judaism and the ISMS
Judaism and Communism/Marxism
The Communist Manifesto

“When, in the course of development, class distinctions have disappeared and all production has been
concentrated in the hands of a vast association of the whole nation, the public power will lose its political
character. Political power, properly so called, is merely the organized power of one class for oppressing
another. If the proletariat during its contest with the bourgeoisie is compelled, by the force of circumstances, to
organize itself as a class, if, by means of a revolution, it makes itself the ruling class, and, as such, sweeps away
by force the old conditions of production then it will, along with these conditions, have swept away the
conditions for the existence of class antagonisms, and of classes generally, and will thereby have abolished its
own supremacy as a class.

That proposition is: that in every historical epoch, the prevailing mode of economic production and exchange,
and the social organization necessarily following from it, form the basis upon which is built up, and from which
alone can be explained, the political and intellectual history of that epoch; that consequently the whole history
of mankind (since the dissolution of primitive tribal society, holding land in common ownership) has been a
history of class struggles, contests between exploiting and exploited, ruling and oppressed classes; that the
history of these class struggles forms a series of evolution in which, nowadays, a stage has been reached where
the exploited and the oppressed class—the proletariat—cannot attain its emancipation from the sway of the
exploiting and ruling class—the bourgeoisie—without, at the same time, and once for all, emancipating society
at large from all exploitation, oppression, class distinctions and class struggles.

This proposition, which, in my opinion, is destined to do for history what Darwin's theory has done for biology,
we, both of us, had been gradually approaching for some years before 1845.”

1) Jewish Views on Marxist Materialism
2) Jewish Views on Private Property

3) The Value of the Individual

4) Totalitarianism
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the resources of creativity dry up. Creativity is to be found only in an individual who
rebels agains| society. in an individual wha has the guis to tell socicty what he thinks, in
an individual who is introspective, and who allernpts to find out whoe he i3, Since the
days of Homer, all literature is concerned with one question, namely, what is the
essence of the human being. It addresses the question of, *Who am L™ and “What do T
stand for.” The mere question of "Who am 177 s forhidden in Russia. It is heresy; if
one can not answer the question. “Who am 1™ then there is no need for literature.

(28)  Yehadis encouraged man 1o rebel quile often sgainst society, (o act as
an inclividual and to be different and unique.  One who does not study Hadecha
properly can not imagine how much freedom the Aalechic scholar has in inferpreting
Halaciia, in formulating ©ownTn, in being creative in the Hedachic ficld. Take, for
example, the famous story of Fabdi [hezer' who had a controversy with his
colleagues regarding an Halachic issue. They convencd a Smrf:l-edn'n and autvoted
him. Rabbi Eficzer countered by calling {or intervention on the part of the ungets, and
even on the part of the Almighty, in his favor. MNonetheless, his colleagues did not

accept this intervention. This ix just one example of how much licedom the Halfachic

0NN MET IR DTy
Which Pharach was it? It does not make any difference. They were all alike.
Is there any difference between Brezhnev and Khrushchev? All Kremlin leaders
are alike. They lose the individual traits of their personalities. Their speeches
are all in the same style. They use the same vocabulary, the same phrases, the
same idioms, the same techniques, lambasting the United States and the
imperialists for exploiting them, and the like, 1t is always the same phraseology,
the same terminology, which I remember from the days of the Russian revolution,
as a young boy. I come across that now as well. In the corporate state, in the
society that is based on slavery, individuality submerges. Somehow, instead of
a heterogenous, colorful, multi-faceted free society, one is confronted by a
faceless society of slaves. This is:

DDA IYNal 1 oy
The ruler is faceless, and the slaves are faceless. The relationship is impersonal,

and an impersonal relationship is a cruel relationship.

scholar has, provided that he is a true scholar. Those who seek freedom and claim that
the Halacha is not free are not true scholars, A scholar enjoys unlimited freedom
because the individual is the creative agent in the Halacha, as well zs in many other
fields. Thus, you cannot limit his freedom or his authority to express his opinions. G-d
created just ane man, Adam. He concluded his covenant with jusi one individual,
Abraham, The first redeemer, Moshe, was a lonely individual. It is for this reason that
the MM MIM2, the First Tableis, given to the entire community the first time, were
quickly shattered, while the myw mmb, the Second Tablets, which were entrusted to
Moshe alone, as an individual,™are still existent, and we are still committed to them.
Yahachis understood very well the greatness of the individual, and encouraged the
individual not to be completely enmeshed in society in order that he retain his
creativity, This is the thesis postulated by Yahads.

Yahadus encouraged man io form communities.

{29)  On the other hand, Yahaclus also accepted the antithesis, Yahadus
maintained that the complete immersion in oneself leads to serous emaotional
problems®' Furthermore, Yahadus taught that egocentricity is not only immoral, but
also a personalistic anomaly. Thus, Yahadus could not permit the individual to reign

SUPTEME OVEr COMmMmunity.

(N2 nw1vY) DT'YRNIoL NV'NY

Man’s greatness can only be realized if his individualism is protected.

(27)  Of course, this means carrying the theory of individualism to an
extreme, but I am convinced that the greatness of man is to be found in the men
TN, in the four cubits of his individialistic, lonely exisfence. The corporate state,
the socialist or communist society, attempts to level off the distinctiveness of the
individual. By so trying, the Marxist or Communist society destroys the very sensitivity
and creativity of man. This is borne out by history. For instance, in the 19th century,
the most profound and sensitive literature was produced by Russian authors, Russian
literature transcended that of the French, and certainly that of the Germans, as far as
the novel is concerned.  This literature dried up with the advent of Communism in
Russia. Even the Russian books published cutside Russia are not great artistic works,

Solzhenitsyn was awarded a Nobel prize for his novels solely for political reasons. The
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Rav Yitzchak Blau — Rabbinic Responses to Communism

Materialism rears its head in certain academic contexts. Some histori-
ans still write as if all human decision-making reflect only socio—econom-
ic factors, and all nobler human motivations, such as religion, ethics and
friendship, are mere pretense. While this approach is especially toubling
when applied to rabbinic luminaries; we should resist thinking of any
human being in these terms. A whole host of both noble and less noble
motivations influence human actions, and any reductionist approach
reveals a lack of understanding. R. Amiel, R. Weinberg and Yitshak
B reuer’s concerns about materialism remain just as cogent today.

While no Jewish group can be accused of totalitarianism, a good
deal of uncalled for group thinking does exist. The ideology of “da’at
Torah” often leads its adherents to deny legitimate differences of opin-
ion in rabbinic thought. A high school rebbe of mine told me that
da'at Torah rejects secular studies despite the numerous rishonim and
abronim who endorsed such studies. The recent rejection of the books
of R. Nosson Slitkin, despite their being rooted in a wellrepresented

stance within our tradition, reveals the narrowing of Judaism produced
by the current version of da’at Torah. Dishonest portravals of the
thought of R. Hirsch, R. Soloveitchik and others also reflect this desire
to present rabbinic thought as a unified sameness. However, commu-
nism reminds us that group thinking exists on the left side of the politi-
cal and religious map as well. When rabbis supportive of women’s
growing role in the community receive a hostile reaction for failing to
assent to women receiving aliyot, that reveals that not tolerating legiti-
mate dissent remains a problem on both right and left. Needless to say,
this does not entail the position that all opinions deserve legitimacy.

Balancing between communal concerns and individual needs also
remains a ubiquitous challenge. The modern Westemworld probably errs
too much on the side of individualism. Due to its socialist beginnings and
the influence of the army, Isracli society may have frequently focused too
much on the collective. The recent criticism of existing educational and
religious stucturs by Israeli youth may reflect an attempt to assert indi-
viduality. We need to put serious thought into how to avoid the twin pit-
falls of selfish individuality and conforming, impersonal collectivism.



