TEN MEANINGFUL MEDITATIONS ON THE 
YOM KIPPUR MACHZOR 5780
[image: ]

Contents
Kol Nidrei Rabbi Daniel Feldman, Mitoch haOhel	1
Rav Soloveitchik, Before Hashem, 60-61	1
Tefillah of the Kohein Gadol	2
באונס: מחזור הגר"א	2
בבלי דעת: שיח יצחק	2
על חטא שחטאנו לפניך בוידוי פה	3
חדש עלינו שנה טובה, שיח צבי	3
ברוך שאמר	3
Al Tachlicheinu, ‘Teshuva’	4
Mishna Berurah, Neilah	4
Unetaneh Tokeh, Rabbi Brander	5







Rabbi Andrew Markowitz
ram@shomrei-torah.org
[bookmark: _Toc21340163][image: ]Kol Nidrei Rabbi Daniel Feldman, Mitoch haOhel

[bookmark: _Toc21340164]Rav Soloveitchik, Before Hashem, 60-61
ויקרא פרשת אחרי מות פרק טז
(ל) כִּי בַיּוֹם הַזֶּה יְכַפֵּר עֲלֵיכֶם לְטַהֵר אֶתְכֶם מִכֹּל חַטֹּאתֵיכֶם לִפְנֵי יְקֹוָק תִּטְהָרוּ:
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The Belzer Rebbe is quoted as giving the following mashal to present this idea: A villager goes to visit the big city. All of the sudden, a man starts riding around the city banging on a drum. The villager asks someone why someone is banging on a drum and he is told that there is a fire in the city. The villager then returns to his village and a few days later, a fire breaks out. The villager quickly grabs a drum and starts banging, but unfortunately, the whole village burns to the ground. Distraught, the villager returns to the city to ask why his drum didn't work. He is told that the drum doesn't put out the fire. It only alerts people that there is a fire and that they should help bring water. Similarly, we can recite vidui and beat our chest like a drum, but the purpose of the drum is to bring out the tears to put out the fire.
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we ask of Hashem that it not be removed from or made inaccessible
to us. 1

There are many different sections, themes, and elements within
the Yom Kippur prayers. At various points during the course of the
day, we may find ourselves impacted or absorbed by an idea. At these
‘moments, our Divine inspiration has been accessed, and has allowed
us to connect with the essence of the day. This is not a level of proph-
ecy, but for us today it is no less important. These are Yom Kippur
‘moments. We should take these moments when we experience them,
stay with them, and absorb them, and hopefully through that they
will stay
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Do not cast us away from before You, and do not remove Your
Divine inspiration from us.

‘This request requires some reflection. Ruach HaKodesh — Divine
inspiration, is a level of prophecy. These words were originally said
by David HaMelech, who had Ruach HaKodesh. What are we doing
repeating them here? Realistically speaking, it is likely that we have
quite a few other things to work on before “lacking prophecy” becomes
a priority item. To focus on such an elevated and elusive level implies
that this is indeed a major concern for us. This seems like a somewhat
overly optimistic assessment of where our shortcomings lie and in fact
appears almost delusional!

R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach explains that when we talk about
Ruach HaKodesh in our prayers, we are not talking about the level of
Divine inspiration that is a form of prophecy. We are talking about a
lower level of Divine inspiration that allows a person to respond and.
resonate with spiritual matters. It is this faculty that will enable us
to connect with the essence of the day in a powerful way. As such,
its presence on this day is indeed of crucial importance to us, and
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1 remember how digicwt i was 2 g0 1 siaep on Erev Yom
Kippur. The shobet (riswal stemphterer) used 10 come at the
Break of dawn 12 provide chickens for the kaparos ritual
and later the people would give cherity. Tha wallets of
Jaws wers open twice  year, Erev Yom Kippur and Puriry
~ but especially on Esev Yom Kippur. Minkab, vidui, fhe
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Erev Yom Kippur constitutes the herald that the
Ribono Shel Olam i coming, that lifnei Haghem
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