
 

Please note: this water fountain should 
not be used on Shabbos. 

 
Cups are available for use at the Glueck Beis Medrash 
washing station courtesy of the Office of Student Life. 

Glueck washing station sinks provide filtered water and 
are acceptable for Shabbos use. 

 
 
Explanation : 
  
1. The buttons on the water fountains in the Glueck Center (first floor near bathrooms and second floor 

beis) are electronic. Pressing the buttons will immediately close a circuit and is therefore prohibited 
for use on Shabbos like any other electrical appliance. Poskim disagree whether this constitutes 
Biblical or rabbinic violation of  boneh ,  tikkun maneh , or  molid.  but all   agree that it is forbidden.  

 
2. The water fountains in Morgenstern basement, Library first floor, and Rubin first floor have 

mechanical buttons, but are still not recommended (when plugged in) because using them may trigger 
a circuit to be completed. When enough water is removed from the tank and warm water replaces the 
cool water, a thermometer triggers an electric fan to start. Since the water fountain system is built to 
function this way it is considered an intentional action ( dvar hamitkaven ). Even though it is only a 
safek derabbanan , it is nonetheless forbidden to engage in an activity that would cause a  safek 
derabbanan .  

 
3. Using the washing station sink is not a violation of borer, despite the filtering that occurs, because of 

the confluence of 4 factors: (1) Bugs found in NYC water may be considered kosher (see S”A YD 
84:16); (2) The amount of bugs in the water varies at different times of the day and inspection of the 
water may not always be required (See RJJ Journal, vol. 49, pg 34, by Rabbi David Shabtai); (3) the 
bugs aren’t necessarily waste (p’soles) because non-Jews will eat them and it is only Halachic reasons 
that prevent us from consuming them (Chaye Adam in Nishmat Adam 16:5); (4) The filter is built-in 
to the water system and functions automatically even for water that is not intended for drinking. 
(Minchat Yitzchak 7:23).  

 

This notice has been approved by RIETS Roshe Yeshiva 
and Rosh Kollel, HaRav Hershel Schachter Shlit”a 


