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gpeech is a unique gift that n”apn bestowed specifically on man, setting us aside from all

of the other creatures of the world. When used incorrectly, one is essentially saying the thing that
makes them human isn’t important. Therefore, n”apn sends punishments that show what it’s like to
not be human. By one who speaks 71 7vY, we see a skin disease appear, and he is confined from the
camp, alone, for a week. By the n*Y3In, we saw the very device of speech, the tongue, being eaten
away by maggots. As we get into the story of becoming the Jewish People, | felt it was important to
see what makes us people first. Sometimes we may abuse our privileges, and we may not know of the
terrible results that will occur down the line.

Our story involves nwn leaving the confines of ny1a’s palace, and finally seeing what his
brothers are going through. The first thing he lays his eyes upon is an Egyptian taskmaster beating a
Jew. nwn decided that the right thing to do was to kill the »1x¥n, as a non-Jew who beats a Jew is 1N
nnm.2 The backstory behind the fight is quite interesting, as brought down by the wq71.2 When the
Egyptian taskmaster rounded up the workforce, he set his eyes upon a very beautiful Jewish woman.
After her husband had left, the »yxn went into the house, and had relations with the woman, with the
woman not knowing it wasn’t her husband. When the Egyptian found out that the husband found out
what had happened, he started to beat the husband. This woman was 127 na n'm5w, who was famous
for being the mother of the blasphemer.* What was the household like that this kid grew up having a
RINIR MM to curse out N”apn, and then eventually went through with it?

The tells us that he was “the son of an Israelite woman, who was the son of an Egyptian 5pyoa
man.” We know from the seemingly extra word “wR” in “»qxn wR”| that it must be referring to a
specific man. The only other time »xn WX is used (aside from the daughters of v’ referring to nwn)
is by the story of the »xn WX beating the Jew.s In terms of his mother, the n>waan tell us how her
name signified her character. n'mYw comes from “my%w”, which is a greeting. 127 comes from “917”,
meaning speech. It also comes from “927”, meaning a plague (as we see in the Nman 7vY). We see that
27 N2 YMYW was very talkative, always saying hello to every man she encountered.”8 While this may
seem like a nice gesture, the delineates the conditions where a man may divorce his wife, without °nwn
being obligated to compensate her with her nawnd. The conditions are put into two categories,
“m1i07 NwN NT Y N121vn”. One is considered to be violating nwn nT when she violates N2%n, while
violating n>1vn’ N7 involves engaging in behaviors unbefitting to a Jewish woman, such as talking to
every man she sees. With a father who grew up high in the immoral Egyptian society, and a mother
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who was acting immorally by Jewish standards, it’s clear how it is that this blasphemer was able to do
what he did. Without the proper upbringing and education, one is destined for doom.

This concept of words being destructive to one’s life has reached the world of nmy1*on and
nYap. When | first heard this as a kid, | thought my friends were making it up. However, after doing
some research, | have found a source that quotes this. The Shandishover Rav, a 7n%n of the oymn
15198, writes'™ that everyone has a finite amount of words in their lifetime. He bases this on the "pyoa
of “yaTa Ry »waY”, “l was faint because of his words”. Because of his words, n”apn is saying that
He was faint in a sense, meaning the nnwi he gave man left because of his speech. Therefore, the 597
PT% warns us to use our words wisely, as once we use them up, we lose our privilege of speech, and of
life.

While it is definitely possible that the p7x 597 isn’t literal, it teaches us an important lesson
nonetheless. We were put here for a purpose. We have to serve n”apn in the best way we possibly
can. Oftentimes, engaging in unnecessary chit-chat and badinage, if not leading to an obvious negative,
is just a pure waste of time. N7 *27 and *n*7 27 both taught'2 that silence is worth more than whatever
you’re going to say. Your lifespan may not decrease because of this conversation or argument, but
your short window of time to be the best person you can be is dwindling, because this particular
conversation isn’t leading to anything productive. This doesn’t mean to say that we can never talk
about our interests such as politics, sports, literature, and the like. By having common interests, we
form relationships with our friends and people in our environment, that are vital to being able to serve
n”7apn. However, we learn from the pT¥ *577 that we have to be careful with the way we speak, and
we learn from 27 na 'M%w to be careful who we speak to. n”apn grants us so many gifts every
second. We are constantly able to breathe, walk, talk, think, eat, and many other things we don’t realize
and often take for granted. Just as easy as it is for n”apn to give us all of these things, He can take
them away too. By being careful with our speech, we can gain a greater appreciation for the wonderful
gift we have. bwn nx¥7’ DR, we should be able to recognize n”apn’s benevolence even without the
absence of these gifts, which will ultimately lead to a greater appreciation for life, bringing about a
desire of mpra7 and great strides in our DWN NTAY.
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