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As we read through the 724 of 0°1192377 O1°, we come across, seemingly, a very strange 72un.
We see that the 2173 171D takes two goats, offers one as a 117, and pushes the other one off a cliff as a
1192 for PXw” °12. If this were true superficially, then the Jews in the times of the WP N°2 wouldn’t
have to do anything, as they had a magic goat on their side. However, as we know in Judaism, nothing is
ever exactly what it seems. Rather, it is our 1’22 to uncover the answers to our questions. What is the
nature of this goat, and the nature of this whole 7T2u? What lesson, or lessons, can we take from this?

The 0”2n7" says that the MPNwni1 uw atones for all M2y, provided you did proper 721w,
However, even if you didn’t do 7121wn, you’re still forgiven for the “M»p M°2u”. These are sins are
nwy *911°2 or doing a 1X? which isn’t 17 1°2 NN°A 21 or N2, In P’ ¥7IXPX0 2”7°s famous 100 entitled
72wnN71 24, he asks 3 questions which really hit the core of 721N and 77792. First off, how come for
some sins you don’t even need 1121wN? Second, how could we say that P1X> are called “n1>p”? Lastly, if
121wn is not required for the M?NWnT PuUW to work, why are there limits? The °Uw represents 1792
112°¥71, communal forgiveness.” In Judaism, we say that the whole is greater than the sum of its parts.
There is a certain 777un to the M2X. A common example of this is 3722 72°0N. Nine men davening are 9
men davening. By adding the 10th, it’s not 10 people; it’s 10 people davening together. Their m?>’an
now take on extra value.

When describing the punishment of N7, the 0’109 use the W7 of “OXIWn X*771 wWIA 7NN,
“and he should be cut off from amongst the Jewish People”. We see that a N2 21’17 removes one from the
M3aX. Therefore, you can’t benefit from their 7792, which is brought about by the uw.

If the 7uw forgives other sins without 721w, it would seem I can sin as often as I want and rely
on the uw for 1193! Why, then, is 721Wwn still required? X171 7172 1711 promised that He will never let
the Jews die out. Therefore, the 7°Uw forgives us on a national level. However, for each individual,
they’re not covered specifically by the national 117192. Therefore, we all need to do our own 2Wwn. This
idea manifests itself in the different 0171 we say throughout 1192 O7. As we know, each 712’51 has a "1 771
inserted at the end of the 7wy IWw. In y”wi N7, however, the 1771 is in the middle, right before
0°71n. When we do our own *17°), we say it quietly. When we do it together, we sing out loud. In fact, the
whole reason the communal 177 has a 17’1 is XpP17 because we know we will be forgiven, so we sing
anny3.

Another way to view the MPnwni1 U as a national 71193 is the parallelism drawn between it
and other cows mentioned in the 7MN. (Yes, I am well aware that the 7°U¥ is a goat. Just trust me.) Some
other famous 0°wun involving cows are the 277171 234, the 77217X 71719, and the 719174 71234, By every one
of these cases except the Golden Calf, they were done specifically outside the w7077 n°2. Even by the
21ui1 Xwn, the Jews were offering M111p outside the 1own.? While discussing the Golden Calf, the
comparison that can be made between it and the 777217X 7172 is that of a mother and child.* When a kid
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3 This is according to the nuw that the nnin was written chronologically ( "nixniI oTj7in w1
n1ma). However, those who say that the namisn’t chronological say that because of the
Golden Calf, we needed to build the pwn.
1O.0'aTN "'wn 4



D'TVINN 7Y DMy T"D2
0"ywn D7yw naw! ["77 '@ TYI7R DNION
N7NN N7'2 |2 0N19 217 NMN7W NXIDTYT
L"vwn'n Nwn 'o
THE G.O.A.T...OR IS IT?

makes a mistake, the mother comes in and cleans it up. The 1717X 11719 was the mother, rectifying the sin
the child (the 23u) caused. How does the 7°uw, which is a goat, come into play? The first 7192 D1’ was a
national 77792 for the 23ui1 Xwr. Every 192 O in the times of the w711 N2 now had an allusion to the
X, and the national 77792.

Additionally, the pr¥> 7m0 seems to think that the 2 goats® are described in the 13wn as twins.
Some of the most famous sets of twins in the 77N are 2P and 1wy, and 1’ and 93771. The 7102° describes
the other goat as “for Hashem”. 111 is sometimes known as 7°Uw, meaning goat, and 1pu’ was to
Hashem. The other “nickname” 124 received was D17X, which is etymologically similar to 7217 (both
meaning red). The famous fight between 271’ and "4 resulted in 11 threatening to kill 2pir>. Therefore,
21 had to run away to j27. The 73w’ points out that the 9173 1712 would tie a red string around the goat.
If the Jews were forgiven, the red string would turn white. 2pi leaving the threat of 1wu’s murder to the
house of 127 changed his “thread” from red to white. This is because he stopped over to learn for 14
years.® The names 017X and 727 are an allusion to this.

We also see one twin seeking (and successfully committing) the murder of his fellow twin by the
first brothers in history, 1’ and 9271. This story happened in a field, and when 717277 asked P about
being responsible for the death of his brother, he answered rhetorically. Really, 1°p is responsible, yet
chose to deny it. 77”27 told 7°p that 277’s blood is screaming to Him out of the ground.’

Finally, the last episode we see regarding brothers not getting along is that of 701 and the 0°vaw.
When the brothers wished to kill 707, they were standing in a field. To convince 2P that 7O died, the
brothers used the blood of a goat. When A0 was ready to reveal himself, he sent 2p4> wagons, which are
known as N123u. This was meant as a sign to 2P, as the last 8’110 he learned with 701 was that of the
719170 7123u."° Not only was the message directed to 21, but the brothers as well. Even though they
already knew that 07 was in Egypt, he sent the N13u as a reminder to them of the 119174 71234, Their
reminder was that just like by the 719171 7173u the 7°ui1 11 had to take responsibility, so too the brothers
had to take responsibility for what happened. When 701 warned 11475 about the upcoming famine, he
could’ve suggested that Egypt kill off its enemies while in a weakened state. Instead, he sold everyone
food, making Egypt the wealthiest country. This was a message to the brothers that even Egypt, which
was the most immoral country at the time, could learn the moral values that 701 grew up with in the
house of 2P, going back all the way to 1°aX O77aX.

Although today we don’t have the w7pni N3, the lessons of the MPNwni 1PUW are timeless. As
we go into the 777 O, we have to realize that although we are part of a nation that will never die, that
doesn’t mean we don’t take individual responsibility for our own actions. Owi1 X7’ OX, this year should
be a year of 712721 1210, a year of 71, and a year of tremendous growth. 713277 D°%w17°2 7IXAT WS,
Everyone should have a 7210 1772°1m1 03, a very meaningful and uplifting 7192 0P, and an easy fast.
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