Netilat Yadayim: Straight From The Tap?
Parashat Acharei Mot-Kedoshim 5778
R' Yisroel Meir Rosenzweig

1. R’ Yisrael Meir Kagan [1839 - 1933, Poland], Mishnah Berurah OC 158:1

Netilat yadayim was instituted for two reasons: 1) Due to Serech [habit of] Terumah - Our hands are constantly moving and touching
things. When the laws of purity were observed and kohanim ate terumah, they were required by the Sages to wash their hands before
eating in order to avoid defiling the terumah. In order that kohnamim should be accustomed to this it was decreed on anyone who eats
bread. It even applies nowadays, even though kohanim no longer eat terumah, in order that everyone should be habituated [with this
process] in order that they will eat in purity when the Beit HaMikdash is rebuilt, speedily in our days. 2) An additional reason for washing
hands is for cleanliness and sanctity. The Gemara connects this to the verse, “you shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and you shall be
holy” (Vayikra 11:44).

2. Vayikra 11:37-38 [Koren translation]
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37. And if any part of their carcass [from the 8 impure animals delineated in verses 29-30] fall upon any sowing seed which is to be sown, it shall be
clean.

38. But if any water be put upon the seed, and any part of their carcass fall on it, it shall be unclean to you.

Koach Gavra — Human Powered Water

3. Talmud Bavli [5th Century, Irag], Chullin 107a [Soncino translation]
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R. Papa said: A person may not wash the hands in a dike used for irrigation, because [the water] here does not run directly from the human
act; if, however, he is quite close to the bucket he may wash his hands [in the dike], because there it runs directly from the human act. If the
bucket was cracked so that liquid could filter in, the waters are then considered as connected and he may immerse the hands [in the dike].

4. R' Asher ben Yechiel [c.1250 - 1327, Germany, Spain], Rosh, Chullin 8:14
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And water that is in a barrel which has a plug. He should remove the plug and replace it with each pour and this is certainly considered koach
gavra since the water comes by way of his removing the plug.

5. Talmud Bavli [5th Century, Iraq], Chullin 16a [Soncino translation]
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The Master said: ‘If one slaughtered with a wheel, the slaughtering is valid’. But was it not taught [in another Baraitha] that the slaughtering is
invalid? — It is no contradiction, for the former [Baraitha] deals with a potter's wheel, whereas the latter with a wheel turned by water. If you
wish, however, I can say that in both [Baraithas] the wheel was turned by water, and yet there is no contradiction, for in the former case it was
turned by the first onrush [of the water], whereas in the latter case it was turned by the subsequent onrush [of the water]. And this
[distinction] is in agreement with R. Papa's statement, who said that if a man bound his neighbour and turned on to him a jet of water so that
the victim died, he is culpable. What is the reason? — It [the water jet] is, as it were, his arrow where with the victim has been attacked. But
this is [the law] only [in the case] where [the victim was killed] by the first onrush of the water, but not [where he was] killed by the
subsequent onrush of the water, for then the act was but the indirect cause of the death.

6. R’ Ben-Zion Abba Shaul [1924 - 1998, Israel], Shu”t Or Tzion 1 OC 16
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Even if there is a water barrel on the roof and the water travels to the faucet by way of a pipe, this isn’t considered washing from a vessel. This
is due to the fact that the water leaving the barrel aren’t pouring directly onto his hands, instead it travels through the pipe and then pours
onto his hands - this is a secondary action.



Kli — From A Vessel

7. Talmud Bavli [5th Century, Irag], Chullin 107a [Soncino translation]
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Raba said: A vessel which has a hole in it so that liquid can filter into it, may not be used for washing the hands...R. Shesheth asked Amemar:
Are you particular about the vessel used? He replied: Yes.

8. R' Shlomo ben Aderet [1235 - 1310, Spain], Chidushei HaRashba, ibid.
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It’s written in Sefer Halachot Gedolot that we are particular to use a vessel since the Sages linked [netilat yadayim] to mei chatat, alternatively,
[they connected it to] the sanctifying of hands and feet [of the kohanim] in the Beit HaMikdash regarding which it is taught, “since one may
only fill, sanctify, or sprinkle the chatat waters with a vessel.

9. R' Natan Gestetner [1932 - 2001, Hungary, Israel], Natan Peryo, Mikva’ot pg. 15
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The foundation of the mitzvah of washing hands is akin to the purification of the kohein before serving in the Beit HaMikdash as eating is
comparable to bringing an offering [See Gem. Chagigah 27a]. As such, the Sages established that netilah should be [done in a manner] similar
to the sprinkling of mei chatat that comes to purify, as well as to the sanctification of the hands and feet [of the kohanim] meant to add further
holiness.

10. R' Nissan Telushkin [1881 - 1970, Russia, USA], Taharat Mayim, Siman 79 - https;//g00.gl/bEjegQ

As for our case of using a faucet attached to the wall above the sink, the water flowing out it is provided by the city from rivers, springs,
and cisterns - how should they be categorized? If they are categorized as a netilah, then even if they come out through a person’s action of
opening the faucet (See Rosh, Chullin 8:14), [it is of no avail since] we require a vessel for netilat yadayim and here there is no vessel
present (as I've explained above, siman 40). City water isn’t brought through vessels, but rather through pipes that are connected to the
ground and, as such, are viewed as ground [i.e. not a vessel] - see there as I have discussed this at length... rather, if we were to permit the
use of faucets, it would be by considering the [waters used] as a tevilah.

11. Rashi [1040 - 1105, France], Chullin 107a
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It connects - The pipe with the water by way of the bucket. One can immerse their hands in the pipe as it isn’t a full fledged immersion and
this connection [to the original source of water] suffices. That is, we don’t require shefoferet hanod as is required with linking two mikvahs.

12. R’ Yisrael Pesach Feinhandler [1945 - 2011, USA, Israel], Shu”t Avnei Yashfeh 1:30.5
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One genius [i.e. R” Yosef Shalom Elyashiv] said that it is forbidden to wash from the faucet based on the assumption that the water tank on the
roof, as found in Jerusalem, which are connected to the building by pipes are considered [talush and subsequently connected which is
considered] halachically connected and therefore cannot be considered a vessel since it is connected [to the ground by way of the building].

13. R’ Eliezer Melamed [1961 -, Israel], Peninei Halachah, Berachot 2:9 - http.//ph.yhb.org.il/10-02-09/
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All of the above only applies to a faucet that is attached to a vessel. In contrast, a sink faucet may not be used for washing hands. Even though
the water that is released by opening the faucet is considered to be “human powered,” the pipes are not considered vessels and we have
learned that washing hands must be done with a vessels.
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THE TIGHT BARREL

https:/ /www.chipublib.org/blogs/post/technology-that-changed-chicago-wooden-barrels-continued /
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