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ndowed with prophetic
abilities from a very young age,
Yirmiyahu Hanavi invests the
totality of his being into becoming
an elevated spiritual personality. Yet
his legacy was to be the one who
foretold the impending destruction
of Yerushalayim. Hakadosh Baruch
Hu chooses Yirmiyahu to serve as the
conduit in relaying His discontent
with Am Yisrael. Yirmiyahu becomes
the personification of pain, the bearer
of bad news, as he pleads with the
Jewish people to elevate their lives and
change their ways.
Yirmiyahu’s emotional laments are
expressed in the verses of Megilas
Eicha, and none more poignant than
the third chapter — beginning with the
words “Ani HaGever” — as Yirmiyahu
bears witness to the calamities that
befell the Jewish people.
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refugee is unable to do. I forgot prosperity,
Rabbi Yirmeya said: That is the lack of
opportunity to bathe in the bathhouse.
Rabbi Yochanan said: That is the lack
of opportunity to engage in washing
one’s hands and feet in hot water. Rabbi
Yitzchak Nappacha said: Prosperity is a
pleasant bed and the pleasant bedclothes
that are on it, which are not available in
exile. Rabbi Abba said: That is a made
bed, and a wife adorned, i.e., worthy of
and suitable for Torah scholars.
Shabbat 25b (Translation: The
William Davidson digital edition of
the Koren Noé Talmud)

This is a striking interpretation. The
verses are depicting the trauma and
Megilas Eicha states:
devastation of Jerusalem’s destruction.
טֹובה
ָ  וַ ִתזְ נַ ח ִמ ָשלֹום נַ ְפ ִשי נָ ִש ִיתיAnd yet, the Gemara interprets
And my soul is removed far off from
the verses as portraying relatively
peace, I forgot prosperity.
common conveniences that have
Eicha 3:17
disappeared as a result of the churban.
Lighting Shabbos candles, utilizing the
The Gemara comments:
bathhouse, washing ones hands and
מאי ותזנח משלום נפשי אמר ר’ אבהו זו
feet. Do these elements of life truly
הדלקת נר בשבת נשיתי טובה אמר רבי ירמיה
capture the anguish of Yirmiyahu?
זו בית המרחץ (אמר רבי יוחנן) זו רחיצת
 ידים ורגלים בחמין ר’ יצחק נפחא אמר זוThe answer is that when reflecting
 מטה נאה וכלים נאים שעליה ר’ אבא אמרupon churban, we often focus on
 זו מטה מוצעת ואשה מקושטת לתלמידיthe more extraordinary elements of
. חכמיםdestruction — the loss of our Beis
Hamikdash and its associated patterns
“And my soul is removed far off from
peace, I forgot prosperity” (Lamentations of Jewish life and the devastation
of our Torah leadership and their
3:17). What is: And my soul is removed
legacy. However, the losses that are
far off from peace? Rabbi Abbahu said:
often most penetrating to the core
That is the lack of opportunity to engage
of our people are those that disrupt
in kindling the Shabbat lights, which a
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and uproot the normality of everyday
life. Galus is manifest not only in
the more fundamental elements of
Jewish exile, but also in the enduring
day-to-day challenges that we face
in an unredeemed world. It is the
accumulation of those challenges that
serve to pose the ongoing threat to
our survival as a vibrant and elevated
people. Yirmiyahu affirmed the notion
that the larger moments of suffering
sometimes overshadow the more
constant difficulties that characterize
the vicissitudes of our lives.
This is true of individual challenges
as well. So often, when someone
in our community is suffering, we
imagine that it is the larger-than-life
dimensions of that experience that
make the challenge so unbearable.
Devoid of a solution to mitigate that
reality, we distance ourselves from
those enduring the challenge, leaving
them feeling desperate and alone.
Often, engaging in the more detailed
and smaller challenges of life can
alleviate a significant amount of pain,
as so much of the challenge is indeed
found in the upending of normalcy
that comes with life’s greatest tests.
Perhaps we lack the capacity to propel
the larger messianic solutions to our
exile — but we can take hold of the
smaller challenges of galus, and inch
by inch bring our world to a moment
of redemption.
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Rav Yehuda Amital z”tl would
point out that Rabbi Akiva’s famous
statement at the conclusion of
Maseches Makkos, which depicts the
enduring hope of the Jewish people,
employs a verse that speaks not of
larger cataclysmic and miraculous
messianic revelations but rather
something different:
כֹה ָא ַמר ה’ צְ ָבאֹות עֹד יֵ ְשבּו זְ ֵקנִ ים ּוזְ ֵקנֹות

רּושלִָם וְ ִאיׁש ִמ ְשעַ נְ ּתֹו ְביָ דֹו ֵמרֹב
ָ ְִב ְרחֹבֹות י
 ְּורחֹבֹות ָהעִ יר יִ ָמלְ אּו יְ לָ ִדים וִ ילָ דֹות.יָ ִמים
.ְמ ַש ֲח ִקים ִב ְר ֹחב ֶֹת ָיה
So said the Lord of Hosts: Elderly men
and women will once again sit in the
streets of Jerusalem, every man with his
staff in his hand from old age. And the
streets of the city shall be full of boys and
girls playing in those streets.
Zechariah 8:4-5

Our dream is for our lives to return
to normal. To walk the streets of
Jerusalem without fear or trepidation.
To raise our families, build our homes,
and grow our communities with a
life devoted to avodas Hashem. May
we merit to see this dream come to
fruition in our times.

WHAT YESHIVA UNIVERSITY CAN DO FOR YOU!
Programs of YU’s Center for the Jewish Future
Lay Leader Services
CHAMPIONSGATE LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
In concert with community leaders from
around the world; prioritize, present, and
discuss an agenda of the issues facing the
Modern Orthodox community at a yearly
conference that convenes lay, educational
and rabbinic leaders. The conference
continues through ongoing conversations
and continued updates to implement
change in issues affecting our communities.
Contact championsgate@yu.edu.
COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE
Utilizing top professors, talent and resources
of Yeshiva University, CLI teaches the skills
and knowledge necessary for successful lay
leadership. Contact sytner@yu.edu.

Torah Projects & Publications
THE MARCOS & ADINA KATZ YUTORAH.ORG®
Access to the shiurim of Yeshiva University
and Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological
Seminary and partner Torah institutions.
Contact office@yutorah.org
THE BENJAMIN & ROSE BERGER TORAH TO-GO®
Contact us to ensure that your community is
receiving these packets.
Contact shur@yu.edu
STUDENT MEDICAL ETHICS SOCIETY
Join MES for the annual conference on
Medical Ethics and Halacha, or bring an
MES event to your community.
Visit us at www.yumedicalethics.com.

Community Services &
Programs
ARBESFELD KOLLEL & MIDRESHET YOM RISHON
Join Yeshiva University’s vibrant campus
on Sunday morning to learn from YU
Roshei Yeshiva and prominent scholars. In
addition, you have the opportunity to bring
KYR/MYR to your community.
Contact aryeh.czarka@yu.edu

®

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
Join us at the Israel Henry Beren Campus
for a unique six-week lecture series and
hear from YU’s expert faculty on topics such
as Tanach, Jewish history, medical ethics,
Jewish law, Israel’s foreign policy, and many
more. Contact aryeh.czarka@yu.edu
YU SPEAKERS BUREAU
Tailor programs of speakers from within the
YU community for the needs and desires of
your community or institution.
Contact aryeh.czarka@yu.edu
AARON & BLANCHE SCHREIBER TORAH TOURS
Teams of young men and women
dispatched to communities for Simchat
Torah and Shavuot to teach classes, instill
ruach [spirit] and create a fun and spirited
Yom Tov experience.
Contact josh.weisberg@yu.edu.
COMMUNITY KOLLEL
Establish a transformational Torah u-Madda
religious Zionist initiative in your community
that seeds young dynamic families and
serves as an incubator for future klei and lay
kodesh. Contact sytner@yu.edu.
CJF CONSULT
Consulting services aimed at supporting
synagogues, including board development,
governance training, conducting focus
groups and surveys, consensus-building,
strategic planning, interventions, and
rabbinic transition services.
Contact rschwarz@yu.edu.
YUCONNECTS
YUConnects offers social networking events
and opportunities, a matchmaking website
with volunteer connectors worldwide, and
educational sessions relating to dating and
healthy relationship building.
Contact yuconnects@yu.edu.
COUNTERPOINT ISRAEL
Yeshiva University students leave a lasting
impact on hundreds of Israeli teens from
development towns in Israel by teaching
Jewish values and English skills, and
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facilitating a variety of extracurricular
workshops in a day camp setting.
Contact josh.weisberg@yu.edu.

Rabbinic Services
MORRIS AND GERTRUDE BIENENFELD

DEPARTMENT OF JEWISH CAREER
DEVELOPMENT AND PLACEMENT
Access to professionals who aid institutions
with the search process, management and
mentorship of rabbis and Jewish communal
professionals throughout North America and
beyond. Contact at rschwarz@yu.edu.
JEWISH CAREERS
A vocational website designed to help
Jewish organizations find professionals
they seek, and aid professionals in finding
positions. Visit www.yu.edu/jewishcareers.
RABBIS YARCHEI KALLAH
Retreats designed to strengthen the
participants’ preaching, pastoral,
programming and teaching skills, as well as
management skills and balance between
the home-work relationship.
Contact jschacte@yu.edu.
REBBETZIN ESTHER ROSENBLATT YARCHEI
KALLAH FOR REBBETZINS
In-depth textual learning, mentoring
between veteran and new rebbetzins, and
more. Contact meira.davis@yu.edu.
RABBANAN.ORG RABBINIC RESOURCE
WEBSITE
Webinar recordings, shiur outlines, drasha
ideas, a responsa research service, and a
host of links to access our resources and
services for rabbis.
Available at www.rabbanan.org.
CONTINUING RABBINIC EDUCATION
COURSES
Web-based courses for rabbis on issues such
as “Addressing Abuse in Community;” “End
of Life Issues; “Fundraising” and more.
Contact lavenda@yu.edu
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