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The Gemara, in Rosh HaShana 
16b, describes the judgement 
of Rosh HaShana and the 

Aseres Yemei Teshuva:

א”ר כרוספדאי א”ר יוחנן שלשה ספרים 
נפתחין בר”ה אחד של רשעים גמורין ואחד 

של צדיקים גמורין ואחד של בינוניים צדיקים 
גמורין נכתבין ונחתמין לאלתר לחיים רשעים 

גמורין נכתבין ונחתמין לאלתר למיתה בינוניים 
תלויין ועומדין מר”ה ועד יוה”כ זכו נכתבין 

לחיים לא זכו נכתבין למיתה.
R. Kruspedai said in the name of R. 
Yochanan: Three books are opened on 
Rosh HaShana: one for the completely 
wicked, one for the completely righteous 
and one for those in the middle. The 
completely righteous are written 
and sealed immediately for life. The 
completely wicked are written and sealed 
immediately for death. The middle hang 
in abeyance from Rosh HaShana to Yom 
Kippur. If they merit, they are written for 
life. If they do not merit, they are written 
for death.
The Rambam quotes this passage in 
his Mishneh Torah, with one small, yet 
significant, change:

בכל שנה ושנה שוקלין עונות כל אחד ואחד 
מבאי העולם עם זכיותיו ביום טוב של ראש 

השנה, מי שנמצא צדיק נחתם לחיים, ומי 
שנמצא רשע נחתם למיתה והבינוני תולין 

אותו עד יום הכפורים אם עשה תשובה נחתם 
לחיים ואם לאו נחתם למיתה.

Each year on Rosh HaShana, each and 
every person in the world has his or her 
transgressions weighed against his or 
her merits. Anyone who is found to be 
righteous will continue living , whereas 
anyone found to be wicked will be 
assigned a death sentence. The middle 
person is held in suspense until the Day 

of Atonement — if he or she repents, 
the decree will be for life, but if not, the 
decree will be for death.
Rambam, Hilchos Teshuva 3:3

In the Gemara’s version, the “beinoni,” 
the individual who expresses neither 
the righteousness of the tzadik or the 
wickedness of the rasha, is suspended 
in judgement pending the ultimate 
outcome on Yom Kippur. Yet when 
the Rambam records this statement 
of the Gemara, he posits that the 
determining factor for the beinoni is 
teshuva. Rav Yitzchak Hutner, in his 
work Pachad Yitzchak (Rosh HaShana 
18), asks: If indeed the beinoni is a 
person who teeters between virtue 
and evil, why not simply demand 
that the beinoni exert a greater effort 
in tipping that scale through the 
fulfillment of mitzvos? Why does 
the Rambam introduce the complex 
and overwhelming institution of 
teshuva, when clearly, all that is 
needed is a greater commitment to the 
observance of mitzvos?

Rav Hutner explains that the 
categories of tzadik, rasha, beinoni do 
not refer to quantitative evaluations of 
an individual’s Torah observance. It is 
nearly impossible to capture a status 
evaluation of religious commitment. 
We are constantly engaged in either 
fulfilling or ignoring the expectations 
of the Torah. Therefore, these 

categories are what Rav Hutner 
describes as “middos binefesh,” 
attributes of the soul. They represent 
an overall disposition of commitment 
and passion toward religious life. The 
tzadik strives to constantly embrace 
Torah and mitzvos as the foundation 
of life. The rasha may occasionally 
observe something proper, but has an 
overall disposition toward antagonism 
and dismissiveness of religious 
growth. 

The beinoni is the one in the middle. 
The beinoni represents complacency, 
satisfied with living a life that is not 
too invested in religious growth, 
yet conforming enough to meet the 
threshold of basic Torah expectations. 
The beinoni leads a life of religious 
mediocrity, content to remain 
entrenched in his or her current state 
of observance and faith. The Rambam 
is instructing us that the path out 
of the beinoni identity is not simply 
found in doing another mitzvah. 
Rather, it requires a total reorientation 
of focus on religious growth that is 
framed by a passion and commitment 
to grow. 

Teshuva, as explained by Rav 
Kook,  Oros HaTeshuva (ch. 7 and 
8) is an opportunity to discover the 
light within ourselves. A chance to 
reignite, not just our commitment 
to the expectations of Torah, but 
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to a religious personality that 
seeks meaning and purpose in 
everything that we do. This rejection 
of complacency and mediocrity is 
fundamental to shaping and nurturing 
a committed Jewish community that 
can inspire and educate the next 
generation. 

The tzadik and rasha are judged 
immediately. The beinoni must look 
toward the future. The beinoni’s 
judgment is based on how he or she 
confronts the challenges of tomorrow, 
which will ultimately shape his or 
her future. As Yeshiva University 
celebrates the investiture of our fifth 
president, Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman, this 

is an opportunity for us to look toward 
the world of tomorrow — to find 
the passion and purpose that comes 
from engaging new frontiers and new 
challenges in all dimensions of our 
lives.

Lay Leader Services
CHAMPIONSGATE LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
In concert with community leaders from 
around the world; prioritize, present, and 
discuss an agenda of the issues facing the 
Modern Orthodox community at a yearly 
conference that convenes lay, educational 
and rabbinic leaders. The conference 
continues through ongoing conversations 
and continued updates to implement 
change in issues affecting our communities. 
Contact championsgate@yu.edu.

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE
Utilizing top professors, talent and resources 
of Yeshiva University, CLI teaches the skills 
and knowledge necessary for successful lay 
leadership. Contact sytner@yu.edu.

Torah Projects & Publications

THE MARCOS & ADINA KATZ YUTORAH.ORG®

Access to the shiurim of Yeshiva University 
and Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological 
Seminary and partner Torah institutions. 
Contact office@yutorah.org

THE BENJAMIN & ROSE BERGER TORAH TO-GO®

Contact us to ensure that your community is 
receiving these packets.
Contact shur@yu.edu

STUDENT MEDICAL ETHICS SOCIETY
Join MES for the annual conference on 
Medical Ethics and Halacha, or bring an 
MES event to your community.
Visit us at www.yumedicalethics.com.

Community Services & 
Programs
ARBESFELD KOLLEL & MIDRESHET YOM RISHON®

Join Yeshiva University’s vibrant campus 
on Sunday morning to learn from YU 
Roshei Yeshiva and prominent scholars.  In 
addition, you have the opportunity to bring 
KYR/MYR to your community. 
Contact aryeh.czarka@yu.edu

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH 
Join us at the Israel Henry Beren Campus 
for a unique six-week lecture series and 
hear from YU’s expert faculty on topics such 
as Tanach, Jewish history, medical ethics, 
Jewish law, Israel’s foreign policy, and many 
more. Contact aryeh.czarka@yu.edu

YU SPEAKERS BUREAU
Tailor programs of speakers from within the 
YU community for the needs and desires of 
your community or institution.
Contact aryeh.czarka@yu.edu

AARON & BLANCHE SCHREIBER TORAH TOURS
Teams of young men and women 
dispatched to communities for Simchat 
Torah and Shavuot to teach classes, instill 
ruach [spirit] and create a fun and spirited 
Yom Tov experience.
Contact josh.weisberg@yu.edu.

COMMUNITY KOLLEL
Establish a transformational Torah u-Madda 
religious Zionist initiative in your community 
that seeds young dynamic families and 
serves as an incubator for future klei and lay 
kodesh. Contact sytner@yu.edu.

CJF CONSULT
Consulting services aimed at supporting 
synagogues, including board development, 
governance training, conducting focus 
groups and surveys, consensus-building, 
strategic planning, interventions, and 
rabbinic transition services. 
Contact rschwarz@yu.edu.

YUCONNECTS
YUConnects offers social networking events 
and opportunities, a matchmaking website 
with volunteer connectors worldwide, and 
educational sessions relating to dating and 
healthy relationship building.
Contact yuconnects@yu.edu.

COUNTERPOINT ISRAEL
Yeshiva University students leave a lasting 
impact on hundreds of Israeli teens from 
development towns in Israel by teaching 
Jewish values and English skills, and 

facilitating a variety of extracurricular 
workshops in a day camp setting. 
Contact josh.weisberg@yu.edu.

Rabbinic Services
MORRIS AND GERTRUDE BIENENFELD 
DEPARTMENT OF JEWISH CAREER 
DEVELOPMENT AND PLACEMENT
Access to professionals who aid institutions 
with the search process, management and 
mentorship of rabbis and Jewish communal 
professionals throughout North America and 
beyond. Contact at rschwarz@yu.edu.

JEWISH CAREERS
A vocational website designed to help 
Jewish organizations find professionals 
they seek, and aid professionals in finding 
positions. Visit www.yu.edu/jewishcareers.

RABBIS YARCHEI KALLAH
Retreats designed to strengthen the 
participants’ preaching, pastoral, 
programming and teaching skills, as well as 
management skills and balance between 
the home-work relationship. 
Contact jschacte@yu.edu.

REBBETZIN ESTHER ROSENBLATT YARCHEI 
KALLAH FOR REBBETZINS
In-depth textual learning, mentoring 
between veteran and new rebbetzins, and 
more. Contact meira.davis@yu.edu.

RABBANAN.ORG RABBINIC RESOURCE 
WEBSITE
Webinar recordings, shiur outlines, drasha 
ideas, a responsa research service, and a 
host of links to access our resources and 
services for rabbis.
Available at www.rabbanan.org.

CONTINUING RABBINIC EDUCATION 
COURSES
Web-based courses for rabbis on issues such 
as “Addressing Abuse in Community;” “End 
of Life Issues; “Fundraising” and more. 
Contact lavenda@yu.edu

WHAT CJF AND RIETS CAN DO FOR YOU!
Programs of YU’s Center for the Jewish Future and RIETS


