Ezra Zanger

The Dual Faceted nw1ip of Yx7w> yax

There is a fascinating story mentioned in 25 2771 X7,
The xna discusses an episode that occurred when X7
was traveling with two &min »12 from %22t0 58w yoX.
Over the course of their journey, one of the &nnn "2
killed the other one and then asked &%w for his
validation of the murder, which X»¥v granted. Upon
arriving in 5xw° v, X2 asked v ' if it was correct
for him to validate this murder to which 73171 'confirms,
since if X7 did not validate the murder the xnnn 32
would have killed him as well. x%w then continued to
ask, is it not written in ywy 990 that only those in i
vx?> will have such extreme anger, those in x> 79X
are supposed to be more subdued? 31 ' answered that
the oo brought describing this reserved anger was
referring to >xw° %95 after they crossed over the Jordan
River. Only after their formal entrance into yax Sxw»
proper, once they crossed the entire 377°% 92y, this
guarantee would be activated. Before they crossed the
Yarden River there was no such guarantee.

The 1" in his commentary of this xamx explains that
since the 777°% 72y was not sanctified for laws such as the
21w 1299 and other mwnp. Therefore the nwnp that
existed in that area was not akin to the level of 7wy7p that
existed within the land of Israel.
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Similarly (2:X) 2>13°2 n1o%1 0"ann writes that one may in
fact bring o202 (first fruits) from these areas but only a
Rabbinic level This implies that, as the mwn 703 points
out, on a Torah level, such areas are exempt from o°71>°2,
in line with the 1"9’s opinion.

At first glance this comment of the 1" seems innocent
and unassuming. Why would | have thought the 777°% 92y
territory would be imbued with a level of nun7p akin to
that of Sxw» yax? After all this territory is not found
within the formal boundaries of >xw> y-X, the seeming
prerequisite for territorial sanctity? Moreover, the 7"7’s
opinion is troubling in light of an explicit x»x which
states that 777°% 72y is obligated in nva1n and nywyn on
a Torah level! How then can the 7"5 write when it comes
to the m1o%5 of 7w 327 such area is not sanctified while
with respect to tithes this area is obligated? What would
be the possible distinction between these two
obligations?

Many explain this opinion of the 7"2 based on a mwn in
1:X @°95. There the mawn delineates the various levels of
7wyTp that exist around xw» yaR. The Mishna states

I () '
"RPANDW ANWITR X7 727 NIXIRG bon DwTIPH ORI 7R
ano PnwI 0212727 MV "IN

The Mishna explains, the reason that the nwytp of yax
OXw is superior to the nwvtp of other lands is because
one is obligated in the = offering, o>7>°2 and the “nw
an>n. Many commentators ask, of all the things one is
obligated in x> yax why did the Xin choose
specifically these? Why not mention the standard nmx»
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7IR2 n1on such as nwan and mawyn? Surely obligation
in these nmxn would have represented the nw TP that
exists in X yIR?

Perhaps one can suggest there are in fact two facets of
ORI YR nwTp. The first is the awyTp imbued in the
very land, a sanctity that was introduced as result of the
national conquest (72w» ow) and the nwnp that
obligates one living in 5Rw> yaX in yX2 01590 nxn.

However, there exists a parallel 7P which is the
product of being the land that was promised to our
forefathers and the Avos; a land whose w172 emanates
from being the land that 1"api chose as the promised
land for 2py=y prix> ,onnax and all ensuing generations of
X 993 . As opposed to 7w endowed for the sake of
TIR2 nmena nngn, this qwp is a product of ancestral
heritage, a land whose nw17p is brought forth as a product
of being “promised land” to 2py» prx® o77aR °12. This
idea is further echoed in the sefer (> P3) nI9 MNod
where he explains the 7uw17p of the land for nnxn that are
ypapa Mon are a product of the national conquest while
the mw17p of being the chosen land began when it was
chosen for the max.

Similarly the x:x nman Mm% 0"ann records that if 593
oX7w° were to capture other lands after they conquered
58w yaR these lands would still merit to achieve a
certain level of nwitp. The 1277 adds that these lands
would only be sanctified for the purposes of mman and
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mwvn but not the full blown nwyTp of 58w yar. This
comment of the 1"a11 is consistent with the
aforementioned approach. Although the national
conquest served as a mechanism in endowing X2 yoX
and even its surrounding lands with a awp for mmgn
TIR2 nM%n, it cannot achieve the full nwnTp of Hxws yoR
that was endowed as the chosen land for our forefathers;
such a nwp cannot be mimicked or fabricated. Only
Hashem can institute this kedusha.

Rav Schachter, in his sefer 277 w91, quotes this
distinction in the name of Rav Soloveitchik in a slightly
different formulation. He explains that in addition to the
basic nwy7p that exists in x> yax regarding terrestrial
bound nnxn there exists an additional level of wyp that
stems from the presence of the wipnn n2 in Eretz
Yisroel. In addition to the nwi7p that was endowed as a
product of the national conquest (n°21 w12°2) there exists
another 7unTp as a product of Hx-w yax serving as the
host to the Mikdash. Rabbi Genack quotes a proof to this
understanding based on a :0 o°nar m»don, that even after
the destruction of the second temple the 7w 7p of the land
did not dissipate, as we find regarding the city of Shiloh,
where even though there was no wipn nwhp the auwnTp of
the land remained.

Based on the above analysis, we can now address the
question we began with. Of all the nm¢» that could have
been used to illustrate the superior nw TR of HXW° vAR,
why did the Mishna in o°%5 chose specifically “ny ,010°2
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an>a *nw1? Why not choose more simple examples such
as mman and mwyn? We can suggest that perhaps the
obligations mentioned in the Mishna are obligated not
because they are standard yaxa nvon nmxn but rather
these nnxn are obligated as a product of x> =X being
the “Chosen Land” -whether because it was the land
destined for our forefathers or because it served as the
host of the wpnn n»a. Since the Torah describes by all
three of these n1xn» that we are obligated to bring them to
the wpni n°a, therefore they need to be brought from a
place with a corresponding w17p.

We can now explain the 172 we began with. Even the 7"
would concede that the 777°% 72y area has a certain level
of nwnp. After all it, was conquered just like all the other
neighboring areas in x> yx. However, since this area
was not included in the mandate directed toward the
Avos, 1772 12y was not sanctified with the complete
sanctity as X yIR proper.



