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The Rav stated that his man goal in delivering this Stuur was to familiarize the
andicnce with the ©®02m o1 nay 310, He explained that the Kedushas HaYom
expericnce of one who understiands the Avodah is qualitatively different from that ff one
wha is net as Tamiliar wita the Avodah, He recalled that by his grandfather, Rav Chairm,
271, the dvodah comprisad the central part of the Tefiflah of Yom Kippur. The Chazan
recited zach word of the Avodal out loud (since the Avodah is part of y"Wn AN}, and
the 5t reneated 1 in an undertone . It took them a few hours to compiete the Avodah
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decision Y1819, hovers over both of them in
exactly the same way, both have exactly the
same possibility of decision for one or the
other...

So are all of us, without distinction, placed at
the entry to God’s Sanctuary to decide
between 'n and YtR1y...It can be made 'nY, for
God, we can decide for God, gathering
together all the powers of resistance we have
been given, to resist everything which would
tear us away from our vocation, to be near to
God, to belong to God, to be like God...Or the
decision can be made Y1R1yY, at the entrance
of the sanctuary, facing the demands His
Laws make on us, we can turn the power of
resistance which is given to us just against
these demands of His Will...

29. R. Ari Kahn, Yom Kippur “Goat for
Azazel”

The Talmud teaches that these two goats
should look identical - like twins. This seems
strange. Why would the goats need to be
identical, especially when their purpose is so
different?

The idea of twins - twins who are opposites -
is a familiar theme in the Torah. The most
famous twins in the Torah are, of course,
Jacob and Esau. They were complete
opposites, one good, the other evil. No one
could ever confuse them. On the other hand,
perhaps they did possess some similarities.
Rashi (Genesis 25:27) tells us that until the
age of 13 they were indistinguishable, as does
the Midrash:

Esau was worthy to be called Jacob
and Jacob was worthy to be called
Esau. (Midrash Zuta Shir HaShirim
1:15)

They were so similar that at times their
similarity caused confusion. One dressed as
the other, one spoke like the other.

[t is strange that the divine plan required
twins? Perhaps just being siblings would have
been enough? Evidently the Torah wanted
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Quite clearly we have here the representation
of two creatures originally completely
identical, who, at the threshold of the
Sanctuary, part, and proceed on two entirely
contrasting paths...the decision 'n?, as the
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these two, Jacob and Esau, to be almost the
same. Perhaps their similarity represents the
thin line between acceptable behavior and
idolatry, between good an evil.

Rabbi Yitzchak Hutner noted this parallel, and
suggested that when things look alike from
the exterior, it is a sign that one must look
within - at the essence - in order to discern
the difference (Pachad Yitzchak, Purim, p.43).

The idea of the two goats is intrinsically
related to the personalities of Jacob and Esau,
identical on the outside but so different in
terms of their essence. The reason that we
need to offer the second goat - the scapegoat -
is that so often we find ourselves dressing up
like Esau instead of behaving like the
Jacob/Israel that we are...

Jacob's entrance to his father may be
paralleled with the once-yearly entrance of
the Kohen Gadol, the High Priest, into the
Holy of Holies. Jacob prepared for this
appearance with the two goats, as his
descendents would in the future.
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Inasmuch as not only nvowan for the change of
wIPY WP *732 but also the last nvwan of »ma
91N% wTp demands no less DY DT WVITP
n7v *9an, the doffing of the garments of the
Sanctuary to come back to everyday life in
ordinary clothes is also impressed with the
character of nmay. Thereby, the thought to be
taken away by the final word of the whole
great day is given, viz., that the whole life
inside the Sanctuary and all the rituals which
are performed in it have only meaning and
value in the concrete life outside the
Sanctuary which is to be based on the spirit
which is gained within it, and that what is
striven for in the wTp *113, must wait for its
true meaning for what is accomplished in the
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Upwards he only made one sprinkling, it says
further on at the 1ywn n7...Downwards he
made seven...he sprinkles once on the surface
of the cover, but in front seven times, by
which obviously the nonY yaw are placed in
special relationship to the n9yn5 nny, a
relationship which is expressed by the
method in which the counting of the nvt was
done...

n9yn5 nnR towards God, this is the first
impulse which is given in the Holy of
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Holies...But soaring upwards to God, to which
every beat of our heart should belong, is not
to remain merely an inner exaltation. If the
N9YnY NN is a true and genuine and Jewish
one it must be followed by nvon% yaw, its fruit
must be the penetrating of the whole of our
ordinary daily life with spirituality, and
rendering it godly as...And ever afresh has
every progress, every step forward down on
earth to attach itself to devotion to God
above....0'nWY NNR ,NNRY NNR...are the beats of
our hearts...
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