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Introduction: Yalkut Shimoni:

The First Beit Hamikdash was completed in the month of Marcheshvan . Hashem thought to make simchat Beit Hamikdash during the  month of Chodesh Tishrei as Avraham was born in “Yerach Eitanim”-  so finished the melacha on tishrei called chinuch on Bayit Rishon (According to Bnei Yissachar)

Similarly, the Mishkan was completed in Chodesh Kislev but Hashem thought to celebrate the Simchat Hamishkan in Nissan  as this was the month that Yitzchak was born- Kislev felt ‘slighted’ . Hashem appease the month of Kislev with Chinuch of Bayit Sheni -Chanukat Beit Chashmonaim. 

The month of Marchshevan also felt jipped so in future will be paid back  and will have chinuch of Bayit Shlishi

As we open the zman- its not just the best time to learn of the year in yeshiva but it’s the time of real hope and  excitement that all of our tefillot will be answered 
יבנה בית המקדש במהרה בימינו
Towards the end of the Shiur- sicha, we will delve deeper into another name of Marcheshvan that is found in Sefer Melachim- “yerach Bul” (Melachim 1:6 :38) The Medrash explains that it’s named after the mabul- but missing the מ- the medrash gives many different explanations. We will choose one and explain it.
Raven- is there a Shlichut?
Read the Pesukim (Breishit 8:6-12)towards the end of the deluge, the story of the Raven begs many questions!
(some of the)Questions that need to be asked:
· Why these animals? What do they represent? What can we glean from tanach and chazal about  the messages? (see Netziv both Haamek Davar and Meromei Sadeh on Babba Batra 8)
· How could Noach send out before Hashem commanded him?

· Is there a shlichut- mission – Note the differences between the sending of the Yonah and Orev 
לראות הקלו המים"- is only by the Yonah and not the Orev- why?
· Orev goes yatzoh vashov (like angels) What is the significance if  “not to see if water got less” like Yonah? Why?
· מאתו- by Yonah vs Orev (See Rav Shimshon Refael Hirsh)
Approach Number One- Olam Chessed Yeebaneh
Chesed Dependent on Hashem-  "לבני עורב אשר יקראו"
There is no direct mission for the orev- it’s the children of the orev that is the crucial message here! The passuk that we say daily in tehillim (147) stresses that Hashem provides animal with her food and to the “bnei orev who call out! What is the significance of the baby ravens calling out?. The gemara in Kesuvos 49b explains that the orev who is black like its name but does not recognize the baby when born as the baby is white until it develops and abandons the babies. Bnei Orev call out to Hashem (as we see clearly in the passuk in Iyov ) and is solely dependent on the chessed of Hashem. Rav Solovechik stated that there is a difference between childish and childlike. There are times to be childish but man must always be childlike- feeling like a child dependent on the Abba. The message of sending out the orev is not for the orev. Rather, it’s a statement to Hashem that we are bnei orev- we realize as much as the teiva was a world that we built but it was a sukkah- dirat arai.  As we begin this new world, we declare to Hashem: We are bnei orev who scream out that what is needed in this world is not the strength of the horse but man to realize that he is dependent on Chasdei Hashem.

The abc’s of yeshiva (a to zed) is that as much as we accomplish, we constantly need Chasdei Hashem to learn and to develop as true avdei Hashem. This is the Reishit Chochmah of Yiraat Hashem- the essence of yeshiva is the shechinah being shoreh here and our job as we start the zman and for the long term is to open our eyes to the constant abundance of Chasdei Hashem ; To beat the yetzer hara, we need the chessed of Hashem. To understand the sevara, we need Chesed Hashem……
Approach number Two- עולם חסד יבנה- Chesed with Each Other
Chazal explain that the sending of the raven was not to see if the water level dropped like the Yonah. Rather, it was a punishment for having tashmish hameetah while it was prohibited. The Gemara in Babba Batra tells us that during the time of famine, Rebbe opened up a storage and had one condition  you could not be an Am Haretz. Rav Yonatan Ben Amram came in and asked for food. Rebbe asked him, “have you learned tanach?”  He said no (he was not in hesder in Hakotel.....) mishnah? no! But he stated, “please support me like a Dog and Orev” (see Rashi like the first pshat). The Maharsha explains the statement “ support me like an orev”  the Am Haaretz is not meshatef  with the tzarot of the tzibbur and as a result, Rebbe did not want to give them food. Similarly, while there was a deluge in the world-total destruction, the raven was dealing with his own physical pleasures not caring about other people. This was the orev pacing back and forth worried about Noach coming when he was involved with Mrs Raven- just caring for himself. The message of sending out the orev is a declaration  to the people of the teivah- Hashem,  we have learned our lesson to start this new world as an olam chessed yeebanah. We need to care for each other and not only our own daled ammot just like an orev. 

As we are building our world and community of Torah in Yeshiva, we need to have this olam of chessed within Torah. The chessed is not only if  one's friend  is not feeling well to bring him food, daven for him and others . Other examples include:

· If going away for yeshiva to friends or family think about friend’s who do not have places for Shabbat; 

· If you are learning Torah share with others do not just sit in a corner with yourself all the time

· This is the essence of a ben torah building not the just the me myself and I- but enlarging, shaping and forming  your religious persona to a we- to be part of the tzibbur.

I believe this is a message of a gemara in Babba Metziah 85b that Rav Cheeyah and Rav Chaninah argue the end of the gemara states how great is maaseh chiyah- the gemara explains that Rav Chaninah states you argue with me if chas vechalilah the Torah would be forgotten I would bring it back with my pilpul- Rav Chiyah responds you are arguing with me- I ensure that the torah is not forgotten- he planted flax made nets and hunted deer ,took the hides as parchment wrote chamisha chumshei torah and taught five children and said pay it forward wrote the mishnah and taught six kids and said pay it forward- the gemara concludes how great was the actions of Rav Cheeyah. A wonderful gemara! (Other times we ask why he worked so hard- he can buy Artscroll or koren sacks- go to ebay….. not for this shiur) I skipped a phrase in the story that seem to be superfluous. “He took the meat from the deer and gave it to the orphans”

Why is that detail in the story? The rest of the details are clear- to be marbeetz torah, amelut leshem shamayim, caring about the netzach of Torah, the future with teneekot shel beit rabban etc. The answer is possibly that when talking about olam shel torah- chessed is an ingredient that is essential- you need to create a community of each person doing chessed with each other.  This is the message of sending out the orev. Rav Hirsh explains that this is why the Torah stresses מאתו  by the Yonah since the Yonah represents being with people as opposed to the orev who stays away- and does not understand the message of areivut- but would rather be in an arava- a isolated plain in the desert.
Message number Three- Focused on your Mission with Hashem
תהלים פרק פט 
(ג) כִּי אָמַרְתִּי עוֹלָם חֶסֶד יִבָּנֶה שָׁמַיִם תָּכִן אֱמוּנָתְךָ בָהֶם:

Not only is the world built with chessed, The world was also built with emunah. The orev represents when it gets hard- he leaves- when it gets tough- he gets going; he does not come back -there is no מאתו- Rashi explains:why does he not come back? He quotes the medrash aggada: the orev is ready for the next shlichut in time of Eliyahu. At first glance, it sounds beautiful- he is ready for shlichus. if one looks at Rashi  a little deeper,  the raven MIGHT represent  the message that he is not ready to finish the shlichus -when times get tough he does not come back. As opposed to the raven, the yonah comes back even after he has failed his mission (see the Netziv) he continues and goes right back and comes "לעת ערב"- ( see Kli Yakar) even in darkness- Yonah is known as a neeman-  determined in the mission.

 We must begin this now at the beginning of the zman to have high aspirations, know there will be bumps in the road but be determined in the shlichut. Be determined to find out what your shlichut is…..

How can it be real that we have olam chessed yeebanah? How can I really believe that this month will be chinuch bayit shelishi?
The Bnei Yissaschar- Rav Tzvi Elimelech Meedinov  a talmid of the Chozeh of Lublin quotes the Sefer Yetzirah that this month is when the letter nun gets a crown. Rav Tzadok explains that ashrei does not have a nun as the gemara explains because it represents nefilah- this month is the month that we start the mission that even if we fall we get back up and we are majestic and determined in our mission 
ממקומך מלכינו תופיע ותמלוך עלינו כי מחכים אנחנו לך"”
We want it and are yearning for this brave new world. Like the Yonah was waiting and yearning, we also are beni orev that state “we are meyachel lechasdei Hashem”.
Yerach Bul
The medrash explains that the name of the month of Marcheshvan is Yerach-named after the mabul. It is missing the מ!  The medrash explained that since the mabbul there was a damaging impression left every year. The Medrash Tanchuma explains that  40 days every year in cheshvan there would be overflowing water ( which I assumed caused much damage); This continued till Shlomo built the Beit Hamikdash. Rav Tzadok explained the deeper meaning of this medrash. Hashem wants to be dwelling in this world. As a result of Dor hamabul and Dor hapalagah- there was siluk hashechinah. The building of the Beit Hamikdash- caused Hashem’s full return. In the teiva like a sukah- it was temporary. We are looking to build bayit being together- keviut- with Chasdei Hashem- determined as Hashem will be somech noflim if necessary. This is the work of Mar Cheshvan even if there is some withering (another meaning of Bul)some falling- but determined in one’s shlichut.
