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The megilla states the following about Mordechai’s lineage:

There was a Judean man in Shushan, the capital, whose VAW 702 WA O ST WOK
name was Mordechai, son of Yair, son of Shim'i, son of Kish, WOR WP 12 5Yn 312 PR 120371
a Benjaminite. SR
Esther 2:5 77:2 INON

The Talmud, noting that the verse seems to refer to Mordechai as both a Yehudi and a Yemini,
comments:

He is called a Judean, implying that he is from the tribe of Judah SRR T RAR ST 00 R
and he is called a Benjaminite, implying that he is from the tribe NIRP 727120 RN7R 10 702 )

of Benjamin? ... Rabbah bar bar Chana said in the name of R. 27 MR AN 9272 727 MR L
Yehoshua ben Levi: His father was from Benjamin and his MR PR°12R PR 17 12 YOI
mother from Judah. s
Megillah 12b 127 79O

Mordechai’s genealogy traces back to his paternal line from Binyamin and his maternal line from
Yehudah. The traits that Mordechai inherited from his father and his mother express themselves
in his refusal to bow to Haman:

All of the king's servants that were in the king’s gate bowed down o WWA-IWR 790 272V 9
and prostrated themselves before Haman because that is what the | 12 MX 12 °2 172 2NNwWm 2°Y13
king ordered, but Mordechai would not bow down and wouldn’t AN K71 ,¥72° K2 °2701 7m0
W WK TNT 72V 1R
DR 921 70X 3177 22710 10
v 1POR ORI 1 T Mvn
179 173N OTOR VAW X9 oM

prostrate himself. The servants of the king that were in the king’s
gate said to Mordechai: why are you violating the commandment
of the king? As they told him [to bow ] every day and he didn’t
listen to them, they told Haman to see whether Mordechai’s word A= P97 10T 1T NIRD
would stand for he told them that he was a Judean. 7YY RIT-TWR oo
Esther 3:2-4 ”_3:3 TNOR

! Epigenesis: The regulation of gene expression without rendering the DNA sequences. The modification of future
behavior of the offspring by the gestational mother even if she is not the genetic mother, through chemical
processes that turn parts of the genome off and on at strategic times. The epigenetic instructions can be inherited by
future generations.
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The king ordered all to bow to Haman but Mordechai would not because he was a Yehudi—
from the tribe of Yehudah. The Midrash elaborates:

They said to [ Mordechai]: You should know that you are going 11901 ANRY YT N7 19 1NN
to cause us to be killed. He responded: Because I am a Yehudi. MM DR TN OIRW MK L. 272
They said: But we find that your ancestors bowed to his PINIR? NMNWAW TN XD
(Haman'’s) ancestor (Esav) as it states (Bereishis 33:3) “And ,0°MYD YW AN NN MRIY

X1 77°77 1K 9Yn2 %A P12 YR
WOR MRV 112 32 IR MNwn
SN 70 °AR VA2 ROW Qw01
IINWR R’ V10 1K

73900 'S NOR ,NPRR WIPD

they bowed seven times.” He said: Benjamin, my father, was in
his mother’s womb at the time and he did not bow and I am his
descendant as it states, “A Benjaminite,” and just as my ancestor
didn’t bow, I too will not bow and will not prostrate myself.
Yalkut Shimoni, Esther no. 854

Mordechai’s refusal to bow to Haman was based on his being a descendant of Binyamin who
didn’t bow down to Esav while he was in Rachel’s womb. The epigenetic contribution of Rachel
should be noted. The abhorrence of idolatry as described in the Torah (Bereishis 31:34) was
Mordechai’s genetic or epigenetic inheritance from Rachel via Binyamin.

Mordechai’s self-identification as a “Yehudi,” heir to the genetic traits of Yehudah ben Yacov,
offers additional insights into his behavior as leader of the Jews facing world-wide annihilation—
the threatened Final Solution. The tragedy that befell the family of Yacov after the decision to
sell Yosef into slavery in Egypt is recorded in the Midrash:

R. Shmuel bar Nachman opened [with the verse DR °NYT° 921X *D 1N JAM1 92 DR 227
(Yirmiyahu 29:11)] “Because I know the thoughts.” The | 2W YN7°212 PRI0Y 171 DWW MW
tribes were busy with the sale of Yosef, Yosef was busy ,1PIVN PWA 0V 777 A0M ,A0Y
wearing sackcloth and fasting, Reuven was busy wearing APV, IPIIN PW2 2108 7771 1RT

O T L, IN0IVN PWAR PIoY 10
POW 7 "2 ,AWR Y9 RY) PoY
NI TN HW IR X2

N:77D 720 MwRN2

sackcloth and fasting, Yacov was busy wearing sackcloth
and fasting and Yehudah was busy finding a wife and
Hashem was busy creating the light of the Messiah.
Bereishis Rabbah 85:1

The family of Yacov was despondent, crushed by the tragedy of the enslavement of Yosef.
Remorse, guilt and hopelessness characterized the psychological condition of Yacov and his
sons. All except Yehudah, who bore the most responsibility for the decision to enslave Yosef to
an Egyptian master. Yehudah left home to seek a wife! Hashem took note and decided it is time
to prepare for the Messiah!

Instead of bemoaning the fate of the family, Yehudah rose from the ashes to start again. Many
raise a family with the lessons of the past as a guide for the future. Hashem took note of
Yehudah’s fortitude and decided that he should be the progenitor of Moshiach. Indeed, so it
was. The hand of Hashem led Yehudah back to Tamar; to father her twins, Peretz and Zerach.
Peretz, the son of Yehudah and Tamar, was the antecedent of Dovid, King of Israel, from whom
will arise Moshiach ben Dovid.
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Mordechai, the “Yehudi,” the “Yemini,” carrying the genes and epigenes of Yehudah and
Binyamin, assumed the leadership of the Nation of Hashem to lead them from darkness to light.

The lessons of Purim are many. Halacha joins Medrash to remind us that Megilas Esther is not
only a record of a historical event in the life of our nation. It also defines and evaluates
nationhood. The “story of Purim” reaches a climax when Mordechai instructs Esther to risk her
life by entering the palace without being summoned—a violation of a royal decree punishable by
death. An axiom of Torah law is that human life is of infinite worth. One life cannot be sacrificed
to save another life. Why did Mordechai violate this axiom in his instruction to Esther? This
question is the subject of a responsum by the first chief rabbi of Israel, Hagaon Rav Avraham
Yitzchak Kook, recorded in Mishpat Kohen no. 143. In a dispute with R. Zalman Piness, Rav
Kook declares that it is forbidden to risk one life even to save many lives (if life is of infinite
worth, one infinity equals all infinity). He dismisses the evidence from Esther’s risking her life to
save many lives, by noting that the nation of Israel is more than the sum of its parts. Haman'’s
plan was to destroy the nation of Israel so that it would cease to exist. Rav Kook notes:

1t is self-evident that [when the survival of] the nation of Israel [is 59397 X7 WD X207
endangered], there is no need for a ruling of a beth din [to permit 7"2 9007 ¥R ORI
sacrificing one’s life to save our nation].

This principle is enumerated by the great posek of generations past, Rav Yechezkel Landau:

Esther was different because she was saving the entire nation of 995 NRRIY ANTY IR INOK
Israel from Hodu until Kush. We cannot equate saving a TR PRI WD TV TN DR
group of individuals to saving the entire nation of Israel, young | 792 PR 995 NPXIN DT N9XA
and old. P77
Noda B’Yehudah, Tinyana, Yoreh De’ah no. 161 ROP 'S 7''1 RN AT TN

Indeed, Jewish nationhood is of greater worth than the infinite worth of the many. The two
should not be equated.

The nations of the world understand the significance of nationhood. Countries where Jews live
in freedom refuse to acknowledge our claim to Jewish nationhood. Indeed our nationhood is
under attack today as “in the days of Mordechai and Esther.” “Think tanks” analyze the
possibility of a Middle East without the State of Israel, whose existence asserts our claim to
Jewish nationhood.

Our sages added to the statutory tefillos [prayers] on Purim an expression of our thankfulness for
Hashem'’s protection of Am Yisrael during “the days of Mordechai and Esther.” Implied is our
fervent prayer for His continued protection. This tefillah must be joined with our personal
commitment to support the State of Israel, the manifestation of Jewish nationhood in our time.
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