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As the three weeks of destruction descend upon the world, the Jewish nation mourns the
destruction of its holiest place, the Beit Hamikdash. It mourns the fact that all of its friends, all of
its beloved nations have turned their back upon it and have become its enemies. How can the
nations transform from loving Jerusalem to hating it so suddenly? How are the two feelings
connected?

The TaNaCh in filled with stories of love and hatred: between the Avoth, their wives, and their
children. Often, love seems to be the driving motive for passing on the hierarchy. For example,
Yaakov loved Yosef more than the rest of his sons, therefore, he crafted a special tunic for Yosef.
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There are two stories in TaNaCh that do not fit into the category of hierarchy, and the
continuation of the Jewish people. The first is the encounter of Shchem and Dinah (Breishit
34:1-31) and the second is the less famous encounter of Amnon and Tamar (Samuel II, 13:1-
39). Both stories illustrate how Amnon and Shchem defiled Tamar and Dinah respectively.
There are many similarities between the two stories: both Dinah and Tamar have defensive
brothers, who murder the offender to retain the honor and dignity of their sister. Both have
fathers who are angered by the murders.

However, there is a striking difference. Shchem defiled Dinah, after which he loved her and
asked to marry her. While the opposite happened with Amnon and Tamar. Amnon loved
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Tamar; after defiling her, his love turned into hatred and he sent Tamar away. What causes love
to disapear or to turn into hatred? Although love and hatred seem to be opposites, in fact, they
are two sides of the same coin. Malbim says: "Great is the hatred that emenates from love" *
explaining that love and hatred are interconnected.

The Mishna in Avoth introduces two types of love.
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love which is dependant on something? The love of Amnon and | D2AR 1 1373 N AR
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Tamar. [What is an example of | love which is not dependant
on something? The love of David and Yehonatan.
Avot 5:15§

The Mishna uses the love of Amnon towards Tamar as the quintessential example of a love that
is dependent on something physical®, and therefore, it can never last. As soon as the physical
cause disappears, so does the love. However, a love that is independent of anything physical, will
last forever, just as the love of David and Yehonatan. However, the love of Amnon and Tamar
was based on physical lust. As soon as Amnon satisfied his physical desires, the lust was gone,
and he was left with nothing but hatred.

Shlomo describes the love between G-d and His nation in the Song of Songs, Shir Hashirim.
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[This] refers to the love [of God] for Israel, for if all the | 3 Y0131 ORW PRI HW 127X 1277
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The love is compared to a fire which cannot be extinguished by numerous waters, a love which is
eternal, a love which can stand the test of time. Therefore, the love between G-d and Israel is
independent of anything physical.

However, the love of Israel towards G-d does have a dimension of love which is Tluya Bedavar,
dependent on a physical factor. G-d expects the Jewish nation to serve Him, while the Jewish
nation expects redemption and the Temple in return.

The Sefer Hamitzvoth explains that the reason for the destruction of the Second Temple was
Sinat Chinam, baseless hatred.
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Why was the second Temple destroyed? We know that D172 IR 02701 .21 R 1w nm
[the people of the time] were giants in Torah and acts of | *197 12 OX .77 0701 MM 7n2
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baseless hatred among them.... And is what is clearly
visible, the awesome punishment for baseless hatred,
because those exiled because of the three cardinal sins
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On the ninth of Av the Jewish nation mourns over an event of destruction that has occurred long
ago. The nation mourns, for the fact that the Beit Hamikdash is not built today is a sign that the
cause for its destruction is still present among the Jewish people. There is still baseless hatred,
there is still the love that is dependent on the physical. At the end of Megillat Eicha, the Jewish
nation requests G-d for permission to return to Him as in previous days, where the independent
love was so great and eternal, that nothing in the world could extinguish it. The Jewish nation
asks G-d for alove that will never again transform into hatred, for the anger and the punishment
the Jewish nation has experienced is too much to bear.

Return us to You, O Lord, and we shall be returned; QTP R WIN AW TOR 7711200
renew our days as of old. You cannot have utterly STRM 7Y 119V NOXP 1INORM ORM DX 9D
rejected us, and be exceeding wrathful against us. 22-K2:7 275 798
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