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THE CHIEF ARCHITECT in the
construction of the Mishkan in the
desert was a brilliant young artist by
the name of Bezalel. We are told in
Parshat Tetzaveh, "See, I have called by
the name: Bezalel son of Uri, son of
Hur, of the tribe of Yehuda; I have filled
him with a G-dly spirit, with wisdom,
insight, and knowledge, and with
every craft to weave designs, to work
with gold, silver, and
copper ." (Shemot 31:2-4).

The Meforshim on the Torah were
perplexed by the addition of the word
see. It would seem that the sentence
would have been complete without that
word. The following explanation was
offered by HaRav Moshe Feinstein
zatzal. He said that this word teaches
that when a person is blessed by the
Almighty with special talents and
abilities, he should not waste them or
put them to selfish ends, but should
employ them in the service of G-d and
his fellow man. When Hashem
commanded Moshe Rabbeinu to build
the Mishkan as a meeting place for the
Jewish people and their Creator, and
outlined the intricate designs and rare
fabrics and materials that had to be
used, the challenge was to find the
right person to formulate the plans,

design the sketches and supervise the
work. Hashem said to Moshe, who
repeated the words to the people, "See!
There is Bezalel who is qualified to
perform this task to perfection. He is
endowed with the gifts of brilliance and
genius. Get him to undertake this effort,
and success is assured." The extra word,
Rav Feinstein maintains, teaches that the
learning of a scholar, the wisdom of the
sage, the qualities of leadership of an
individual, are special gifts of G-d that
must not be permitted to go to waste,
but must be used by the recipient of
these blessings, letovat haklal, for the
good and welfare of the community.

This thought is stated clearly and
succinctly in the verse. "And He put in
his (Bezalel's) heart that he may
teach ..." (Shemot 35:34). The Torah
stresses the idea that a human being is a
messenger and a tool of the Eternal
One; that his talents and personal
charms do not belong to him alone, but
were given him to be shared with
others.

Before reciting the Shma each morning
we repeat the moving prayer Ahavah
Rabbah, in which we plead, "Give

understanding and discernment in our
hearts that we may hearken to all the
words of Thy Torah, lilmod ulelamed, to

Answers are provided on the back page.

e What is the meaning and symbolism of *

‘shemen zayit zach katit lama’or - pure

olive oil, crushed for illumination (27:20)”?

(Rashi, Berachot 57a, Horayot 13b)

e Why does Hashem instruct Moshe to bring Aharon and his sons close to him
when appointing them to the kehunah (28:1)?

(Ibn Ezra, Or HaChaim, Kli Yakar)

e What can we learn from the sound of the bells on the bottom of the kohen gadol’s

me’il (28:35)?
(Rashbam)

e For children: Name four garments that the kohen gadol wore in addition to the

garments of a regular kohen.

dteller@torontotorah.com

learn and to teach ..." It is not sufficient
to learn ourselves. The Torah insists
that we share our knowledge with
others.

Unfortunately, numerous people are
either unaware of their special skills or
are willing to let them go to waste.
Chazal in the Mishnah, after
complimenting those who complied
with the aforementioned duty,
criticized severely a number of
talented people of their day for
refusing to transmit their special
knowledge and skill to others. "The
following are mentioned for derision:
the family of Gormo who did not want
to teach how to make the show-bread;
the family of Antinas who did not teach
how to make the incense; Hagoras, son
of Levi, who knew how to chant and did
not want to teach ..." (Yoma 38a).

The trouble is when those who are
qualified to teach, build and lead,
refuse to be involved, and those who
are unqualified because of lack of
knowledge and deficiency in
character, take over. Nature abhors a
vacuum not only in the physical but
also in the spiritual and intellectual
spheres. When the best people do not
enter the rabbinical or teaching
professions and choose to pursue more
lucrative and secure fields of work,
then weak men--both in scholarship
and dedication-- will take their place
and bring lackluster and ruin to their
people.

Fortunate is the nation that is blessed
with gifted sons and daughters who
know what they are qualified to do, and
are willing to dedicate their talents to
the service of their people and their
Faith. The Jewish community will not
remain leaderless if the Bezalels and
Aholiavs will do that which they are
most qualified to do.

To sponsor a Toronto Torah in memory or in honour of a loved one for $180, please email sponsorship@torontotorah.com or call 416-781-1777.
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Mitzvah 81 instructs a judge to
ignore his own opinion regarding
the character of litigants; even if a
judge knows that a litigant is less
than pious in his religious
observance, he is warned to look
only at the merits of the case
before him. This lesson is learned
from the Torah’s admonition, “Do
not slant the judgment of a pauper
in his quarrel,” which is
understood to refer to a person
who is spiritually needy.

The Minchat Chinuch notes that this
means one may not suspect the
honesty of a litigant’s claim on the
basis of his general dishonesty.
Although we do have precedent for
disqualifying judges and witnesses
based upon their known dishonesty
(cf Mishnah Bechorot 4:7-10), each
claim lodged by a litigant must be
investigated and judged on its own
merits.
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Ha’Am V’Ha’Aretz

R’ Moshe Feinstein

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein was born in thecity
of Uzda, near Minsk, Belarus, on the 7™ of
Adar in the year 5655/1895. He was born
into a rabbinic family, descendants of
Rabbi Yom Tov Lipman Heller. Rabbi
Feinstein studied in several yeshivot
before becoming rabbi of Luban, where
he served for sixteen years. During his
time in Luban, Rabbi Feinstein wrote
prolifically, sending responsa to
communities far and wide and to the
Torah giants of the day. He also led his
community despite the crushing
persecution of the Communist regime.
Rabbi Feinstein fled the Soviet regime in
1936, barely escaping a pogrom in which
his home was destroyed. Along with his
wife Sima and three of their children
(another having died of whooping cough),
Rabbi Feinstein came to New York, where
he became rosh yeshiva of Mesivta Tiferet
Yerushalayim in Manhattan’s Lower East
Side. Rabbi Feinstein was already known
for his erudition and analytic skill, and on
American shores his reputation only
grew.

Recognized across the broad spectrum of
Orthodoxy as the generation’s leading
posek (halachic authority), Rabbi
Feinstein was consulted on every major
issue of his day. Among his most widely
circulated responsa and public letters on
popular issues were his positions on the
role of Jews in a non-Jewish society (such
as vis-a-vis holiday celebrations and
political involvement), on the status of
Reform and Conservative approaches to
Judaism, and on the evolving roles of
women in the Jewish community.
Communal organizations sought out Rabbi
Feinstein for leadership roles. He served
as president of the Union of Orthodox
Rabbis of the United States and Canada,
and he chaired the Moetzes Gedolei
haTorah of Agudath Israel of America for
the last quarter-century of his life.

Rabbi Yosef Dov halevi Soloveitchik and
Rabbi Feinstein were first cousins, once
removed, and they spoke frequently.
Rabbi Feinstein wrote a warm
approbation for Kvod haRav, the sefer
published in honor of Rav Soloveitchik’s
eightieth birthday.

Rabbi Feinstein passed away on Taanit
Esther, 5746/1986, but his halachic legacy
lives on. First, his sons Rav Dovid
Feinstein and Rav Reuven Feinstein, as
well as his son-in-law Rav Dr. Moshe
Tendler, are recognized as halachic
authorities of the first order. Second, his
volumes of published responsa (Igrot
Moshe), as well as his commentaries to

R’ Mordechai Torczyner

Torah in Translation
Watches and Fans on Shabbat

Igrot Moshe Orach Chaim 3:49

Regarding an electric watch, as well as a fan
connected by a long wire to an electrical
power source, and the question of whether
one may move it on Shabbat in such a way
that there is no concern lest their
connections to the electrical power source
be separated.

There is great reason to prohibit moving
these items for purposes other than their
own sake, or for use of their locations. The
power which generates their activity is the
product of a prohibition because it comes
from the electrical connection, even though
there is no inherent prohibition in indicating
the time or moving a fan blade in order to
generate wind.

However, one may move them for their own
sake, or for use of their locations, because
they are kelim [implements]. A watch is a
keli, as is explicit in Kelim 12:4 [regarding a
sundial]. A fan, too, is a keli, for they use it
[the watch] to know the time, and [the fan]
to cool the house. Kelim which are used for
prohibited purposes may be moved for
their own sake or for use of their locations
even when the task they perform is actually
prohibited, as in the case of a goldsmith’s or
blacksmith’s hammer (Shulchan Aruch
Orach Chaim 308:3). This permission would
certainly apply for these kelim, whose actual
task is not prohibited but is only performed
via a prohibition.

Even according to those who prohibit
moving a lamp which was kindled before
Shabbat even where the movement would
be for its own sake or for use of its location
(Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 279:2), that
prohibition would not be relevant here. In
this case, it is impossible to separate the fan
and lamp from their electrical components
[and so these implements are not
considered bases for separate, prohibited
entities, as opposed to lamps which are
deemed bases for the flames which they
support].

Talmud (Dibrot Moshe) and Chumash
(Darash Moshe) are studied around the
world. To this day, resolution of major issues
like determining the moment of death and
engaging in artificial insemination hinges
upon how his writings are parsed.

mtorczyner@torontotorah.com

Beit HaShitah

Kibbutz Beit HaShitah is located at the foot
of the Gilboa Mountain in the eastern
Jezreel Valley. The Book of Shoftim
(Judges) recounts how Gideon tested the
loyalty of his fighters by bringing them to
the Ma'ayan Harod Springs at the base of
Har Gilboa. After proving their loyalty, the
army went to war with, and defeated, the
Midianites, as the Navi records: "They
blew the 300 trumpets... and the army fled
as far as Beit HaShitah" (Judges 6:22).

The name of the kibbutz refers to the
acacia tree, known as eitz shitah in the
Torah, from which the mishkan and many
of its vessels were made.

Kibbutz Beit HaShitah was founded in
1928, twenty vyears Dbefore the
establishment of the State of Israel, by
members of the pioneering youth
movement. The collective spirit of these
early pioneers, who came primarily from
Haifa and Jerusalem, resulted in the rapid
development of an important agricultural
sector in Israel.

For more than half a century, Beit HaShitah
has proven to be a dynamic community,
constantly developing along with the State
itself and comnsistently providing for the
nation’s defensive and developmental
needs.

The population of the kibbutz is over 1300

people, including 600 members, 400
children, and a varying number of
volunteer workers, residents, new

immigrants and participants in long-term
youth programs, specifically “The
American Class”, a year-long program for
10%, 11%, and 12" grade students from
outside of Israel.

The agricultural sector of the kibbutz, one
of the best in Israel, grows a wide-variety
of field crops on over 2000 acres of land.

Their products include wheat, oats,
safflower, sunflower seeds, cotton,
tomatoes, silver-skin onions, beans,

chickpeas and watermelons. There are
also 300 acres of land dedicated to several
varieties of grapefruit: yellow and pink, as
well as minneola and pomela.

Beit HaShitah is located in the lush
agricultural heartland of the Jezreel
Valley, almost midway between Afula and
Beit She’an, on the north side of Mt.
Gilboa. This region is home to sites of
ancient and modern Jewish history, and
the biblical site Ma’ayan Harod (Shoftim
7:1). To the north one can see beautiful Mt.
Tabor, and to the east lies the modern city
of Afula as well as the ancient synagogue
at kibbutz Beit Alfa.

The book Kibbutz Makom, an English book
describing the nature of a kibbutz society,
used Beit HaShitah as its primary basis.

Visit us at www.torontotorah.com !



Parshah Answers

What is the meaning and
symbolism of “shemen zayit zach
katit la’maor - pure olive oil,
crushed for illumination”?

e Rashi The oil was to be clear,
without any visible particles or
sediment. To accomplish this, the
olives were to be crushed, and
not ground in a mill.

e The gemara in Berachot 57a
explains that one who sees pure
oil in a dream should anticipate
seeing the light of Torah, based
on our pasuk. The olive oil in the
mishkan was used to light the
menorah - the continual light in
the mishkan — and so the Torah
bestows spiritual light upon
those who are involved in it.

e The gemara in Horiyot 13b lists
consumption of olives as one of
the five things that can cause one
to forget his learning. Rabbi
Yochanan says that although
eating olives causes someone to
forget the Torah that he has
learned, consuming olive oil
restores that same learning.

Why does Hashem instruct Moshe

to bring Aharon and his sons close

to him when appointing them to the

kehunah?

e Ibn Ezra- Since Moshe originally
performed the duties of the
kohen, it was appropriate that
Aharon and his sons, who were to
take over the mantle of kehunah,
approach Moshe from the outset.

e Or HaChaim- As a result of
Moshe’s initial insistence that
Aharon lead the Jewish people
out of Egypt, Hashem punished
Moshe by removing the kehunah
from him and bestowing the
honour upon his brother Aharon.
Moshe would now atone for his
error by supporting his brother
when the kehunah was
transferred, just as Aharon had
supported his brother when
Moshe had taken over as leader
of the Jewish people.

o Kili Yakar- Moshe’s prayer after
the cheit ha’eigel granted Aharon
atonement and allowed him to
receive the kehunah. Our pasuk
alludes to the idea that it was
Moshe who “brought Aharon
close,” and he is credited for
making Aharon worthy to accept

the kehunah.

What can we learn from the sound
of the bells on the bottom of the
kohen gadol’s me’il?

e Rashbam- The bells would
knock against each other,
signaling when the kohen gadol
was approaching. This was
especially relevant on Yom
Kippur, when the rest of the Jews
were not permitted to be in the
ohel moed while the kohen gadol
performed the avodah. The bells
served as a warning for people to
disperse when the kohen gadol
drew near.

For children: Name four garments
that the kohen gadol wore in
addition to the garments of a
regular kohen?

(I) Choshen
(2) Eiphod
@) Me'il

4) Tazitz.

In addition, the kohen gadol wore a
mitznefet in place of the migba’at
worn by a regular kohen.
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Schedule for the Week of Febuary 12, 8 Adar 1

Shabbat, February 12

1:45AM R’ Azarya Berzon, Ramban: Parshat Yitro, Or Chaim

Tuesday, February 15
1:30PM

R’ Mordechai Torczyner: Yonah, at Shaarei Shomayim, with

10:15AM R’ Azarya Berzon, The Month of Shvat in Halacha and

Mekorot: The Anger of Yonah

Hashkafa, Clanton Park 71:30PM R’ Azarya Berzon: Tools for Brisk: Din Klali or Din Misuyam,
One Hour Before Mincha: R’ Azarya Berzon, Kiddushin 9b, BAYT Thornhill
Mizrachi Bayit 8:00PM Dovid Zirkind: Interactive Parshah Discussion, Westmount
1:00PM Parent/Child Learning, Shaarei Shomayim Learning Centre
Sunday, February 13 . s : N ; .
9:15AM Itamar Zolberg: Parshah & Issues b’Ivrit, Zichron 8:30PM ﬁ ll\\llll:;calicélrael:'(;rczyner. Minchat Chinuch at Clanton Park:
Yisrael , - . .
7:30PM R’ Azarya Berzon, Masechet Megila 3b: Which Comes 8:30PM R Azarya Berzon: Moral Dilemas in Monetary Issues, BAYT
First, Megilla or Burying the Dead?, Shaarei Shomayim Thornhill
8:30PM R’ Azarya Berzon, Masechet Kiddushin: The Third Method Wednesday, February 16 , .
of Marrying a Woman, Shaarei Shomayim 9:15AM R’ Mordechai Torczyner: Hosheia, 239 Franklin Women,
Monday, February 14 Babysitting provided: Jews ant'i Fig; )
12:10PM Russell Levy, Masechet Pesachim (advanced), Wolfond 7:15PM R’ Azarya Berzon, Week’s Shiur Highlights, Clanton Park
Center Lunch served 8:30PM Russell Levy: Napoleon’s Sanhedrin 3/3, Shaarei Shomayim
6:00 PM R’ Mordechai Torczyner, History of Jewish Publishing, 4 8:30PM R’ Azarya Berzon: Masechet Kiddushin 42b “Ein Shliach
of 4, MNJCC; $20 for series LeDvar Aveira”, Shomrei Shabbos Chevra Mishnayos
1:30 PM R’ Meir Lipschitz: The Thought of R’ Shlomo Aviner, 37 Thursday, February 17
Fraserwood, Apt 4, Women 8:00PM R’ Netanel Javasky: Landmark Halachic Responsa, Bnai
7:30 PM David Teller: Rambam: Introduction to Perek Cheilek #1: Torah Not meeting this week
Purpose of Judaism, KST 8:30PM R’ Azarya Berzon: The Asseret HaDibrot in Halacha &
8:30PM R’ Azarya Berzon, Rambam: Lo Tachmod, Clanton Park Hashkafa, Clanton Park
8:45PM lsil’Igdrz;ryli.nmpschltz: Gemara Beitzah Chaburah, Shaarei 10:00PM R’ Azarya Berzon: Rambam Hilchot Talmud Torah, Clanton
9:20PM R’ Azarya Berzon, Ramban: Insights into Parshat Yitro, G- Pl

d’s and the People of Israel, 12 Midvale Road

We would like to thank koshertube.com for filming our shiurim!

Monday -Friday 6 AM R’ Mordechai Torczyner Daf Yomi at BAYT
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