Understanding the Haggadal

*The @ﬂlowing lideasate bhsedoh shiurim [that [[Thave [heard [flom By [Rebbi, [Rav[Aharon [Kahn Ic “6'fe cher the &Ears.

If @ou [dre Etanding [tbo [ closel tb[dn[dil @ainting, [dnd[Have Eiifficulty Biscerning [the @omposition, Bou [should
probably [take Bgep [back. D]ﬂ@bu ake Ebving [thouble Bhderstanding @hy [the Haggadah lidlalcholent[of E&emingly @sparate
textslahd B)ncepts, @)u [should B’obably [db [the[same.

1[find[ that [thost [dommentaries[tb [the Haggadah [serve(tb Blarify [idolated moints [Within [ the Haggadah, [but[ few
provide [the Hecessary [birds @e [view, [which lallows[uk[td Eopreciate [the [bfoader Hlessage. [[As E@ameral [rlle, @oblems [can
typically [bé [dbalt [ith [most Bfectively E] querstanding [the Eﬁckground, [structure [ahd Bl.lrpose [of [tHat[id H.lestion.

The [rhost mnportant Ehestion ([t [abk [about [the Haggadah, [id E&garding lifs Burpose. [What lid[the @urpose [of(the
Haggadah? (What [ate [we @ying [td BEcomplish?

The [ebsential Burpose [of[the Haggadah lin @neral, [ahd [the maggid [section lin Barticular, lid[td Brovide [uk[with[al
formal [structure [through [Which 6 [properly Lflifill (the mitzvah [df sippurlyetzias[Mitzrayim Dmning Ldver [ thestory [df [the
exodus [ ffom Egypt. [[We[ake [cbmmanded |ih[the [Torah, [tb ot Lanly [vérbally [rbmember [the [ekodus daily, [blit lon [the [night
of [ thel fifteenth [ dn Nissan @pecifically, [to[ relate[ the [ Broader Btory Lih @reater [ detail.[ [Our Haggadah L5 the [ formal
composition @Uough [which [the [Jewish @eople Ihbve fullfilled [this[commandment [for [cénturies.

Thel purpose Land [value df Lthis [ dncient sacred Lfbrmulation [Heing Ldlear, [ 1] would Llike [ t6 [ Joint [ dut [ some [ of Lits
idiosyncrasies, lin [okder [td [better Eiopreciate [the Elpestry [thatliks [before [uk[at[the seder. Dﬂnagine [that @)u [ake [al five @ar
old[child Bttending (the seder,[arla baalltéshuvah[Who Has been[th Bhany Shabbos|rheals, (bt [Has @bt (tb Bxperience [the
Pesach seder.|[Theffeshness|ahd Bmplicity [Jf[this Bpproach, [Will [ehable [ Us[tb [thke [dl ffesh 1ok [at [the Haggadah [and
better [uhderstand [uhat it/lid @ying [td B(press.

1. [Guriositiesoff the seder
Kadeish

The first m“ing [that[the seder Eresents Lus [ with, [is [rot [at [all QerrisingZ kiddush. [ [This i Ebmething (With [Which
every @ligious [Jew (is[familiar, (a5 [we Ekrform [this [rite @Jery Shabboslahd Yom![Tov eve.[The B}ight [of[the seder, [However,
the kiddush [takes|oh [atlded significance a5 /itllis [the [first [of [four [réquired [clips [of [wine [ekpressing lolur [fleedom. [[Bethat[ab
it [may, [this [pointid [almost’ lehtirely labsent 16 [the leles [of [the [ohlooker.

Urchatz D]Earpas

Following lthe kiddush, [the Haggadah Ebain @esents [ [wlith @)mething [familiar B’lough, (the [ritual @ashing lof [the
hands. [While Hormally, lwe @(pect td Bartake loflthe chalah lafter @ashing, lthe Hight Lof[the seder, [we thiously Bhticipate
toleht(the matzah. [However, e [ake[sbmewhat @sappointed [when linstead, [we (ate @ven Eﬁly [sliver [of Eielery, Ebrsley [of
potato, td Bﬁp lin[shlt [water [idstead. [[Our fibe @ar [old [id @illing ltd Eb Bong [with [this ekercise, [because @)u @at ltd Eﬁp litlin
salt @ater, [ahd [ [hat [id[réal @m; Honetheless, [the matzah [will [have [td [Wait. [Nt [this Boint, lour Ehriosity lid[stirred. Dﬂ/hy [did
we [nbt [rhake [the @essing [ahd [eht[the matzah?

1. Themhanner lid [which [the [wine lid|drunk [id[uhusual, [id [that [ohe [id[réquired [td 1dan. Dﬂlready, [bkfore [ahything else [has [begun, [we nbtice [that
the [chairs[hhve [bben [sét [up it [almlanner [ehabling [those [present [t [Idan [while [they [eht [ahd [dHnk. [[A [Sefardilfriend [pointed [olit [t [rhe [that
they [sét[up [mattresses oh [the [flbor [ahd [eht [off [of [a[ldw [tdble, [ah [eben [more [shocking [picture.
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Yachatz

We [ drelrot Berrised [When[the[1¢ader[df[the seder mroceeds (tb Bick Mp [dneldf(the matzos Hblthough [Welare
curious E/hy [He Eicked [the [thiddle [ dne), [Hecause [we[dre @xpecting [tb[Hear [ the Blessing [ tecited mpon @ating matzah.
Things [thke [d[tlrn [ for [the [Worse, [However, [when, [ifh [al[slidden [fit [ of Eﬁge, [the seder!ldader Broceeds [tb [Khrate El’lop [the
matzah lin [tho.[[The @rger Bart [he Eaposits lin B@ag [which [he Buts H)vay [(Andlid Berhaps [shatched [mhoments/ldter @ [our
older[bkother o [sister), [ahd [the [rémainder [he [réturns [t lit @iginal Blace (bktween [the[other [tlo matzos [at the[tdble. [ [He
then [declares, [“This lid[the [bread [of [affliction [which [olur L fathers [ate i [the [lAnd [ of [Eqypt. [[All[uWho ate [hungry|comelahd
cat, [all [who [nked [cbme [ahd [take Bbrt lin[the pesach...” Dﬁeing [that [itig B’obably [atound[ninelofclock [at Bight, [ahd[we [hhve
not leaten [ahything [ for [many (hburs, lwe [ghietly [rémind [the seder leader [that, lum, we, late lin [fact [hlingry...[ahd we |cbuld[use
some!food!

Maggid

Atlwhich[point, (e [ate [thoroughly [shocked by [What (happens [next. [[All[the[fdodis [sirreptitiously [rbmoved [flom
the table. [[Now, [the [blint @;g [ahd [the[dFied [dut [shank (bbne [that [has [bken Btting lout [at [the [table [fdr [séveral [Hours, [didn’t
look [all [that Ebpetizing Bhyhow, [but Hgboonful [or[tlvo [of [the charoses would [Have E&ally [hit [the Ebot. [[At[this Boint, [the
children (at[the seder!lare convinced, [beyond [al shadow Ldf [al doubt, [that [the [old [rhan [hias [finally [1dst it (Whichlid lwhy [ the
childrenafe [then allowed [t [abk [the [flindamental [question, [“What i [the [world lid [gbing [oh 2!~ [Thore fAmiliarly lkhown [ak
the mah nishtanah.

Since the BJriosity lof [the[children, [ahd Ekrhaps lalféw @ﬁnking [adults, [hhs bken H’lqued, [ule [hhve [nb [choice blit[td
respond. ([The sederléader1dts[the [proverbial cat laut [of [the [bhg [ahd [declares, [“We [were [slaves [tb [Pharaoh i [Egypt, [but
the [Llord [olur [God [tdok [u [olit [of [there [ulith [almighty [hand [ahd [ah [olitstretched [atm.”

Okay, lgotitl [[Storiesober. [[Let’s leht!
But [he [cOntinues:

“Had God oot [thken ldur [ fathers [ dut Lof [Equpt, [then [we, lour (children[ahd |grandchildren [would
still bk ehslaved|td [Pharaohin @gypt [[Even if[ueate all [Wise, lahd Berceptive, @(perienced, lahd [versed
in[Torah, litlWould [still bk [our duty [tb [téll labout [the [ekodus [flom [Equpt.” UIh[fact, “Thephoreloheltalks
aboutthe [Exodus, the more [praiseworthy bk lid. 7

You %OW, [1lrbmember [when [Rabbi [ Akiva [mhade [ His Qader, “It mappened [that Rabbis @Iiezer,
Joshua, | Elazar [ Hen [ Azariah, [ Akivaland| Tarfon [ Were Eleclining [dt[the [skder|thbleih [ Bneil Brak,” mney
talked [about [ the [dxodus! the [Whole might! [[Their [ studentseben had[tb[cbme [ihform[them [that!if[uas
time [td Qay [shema! Dﬁey, @bu [khow, Ebeaking [about[theshema, [Rabbi Elazar [ben [Azariah, [wiasn’t [slire
if [ube [ should Qay [the [ third maragraph [al Bight, @ou [khow, [the maragraph [that [thlks[about [the [ ekodus,
until [Ben [Zbma B(plained [itl[td [him like [this...

Like[dn[dld[than, [With[sb m'lany @ears [df[life Experience [dnd [stories, [the seder leader|seems[tb Elangent lihto
random | stories| dbout | Rabbis maving sedarim.| [[He dlsol ihforms!| us| df[ [ discussion Eevolving [dround[the mitzvahlto
remember | the [ekodus Bbily, [ahd [Whether [ dr [dot it Blpplies [ might m];bmething [which [has Bosolutely Bothing [tb[do [wWith
the seder, [nor[the mitzvah [df [tblling [over ! the [story[of [the [exodus|on the [dight[of [ the [fifteenth! [[Then [he [télls[us[about
someone | else’s fbur [sbns|and[What[ dne [ should Elespond [tb their Huestions. [ [Hie[dven [starts mlumbling Ebmething [about
having [a seder|tvo [ueeks Bbo [dn rosh[chodesh, [but[Helcbuldn’t [because [the mitzvah [is E{)ecifically Ec‘)night [(and[We are
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startingtd [ulish [that we (had [had [the sedertwo lweeks|ago, [while he lulas|still [at [ulork!).

Finally, [He [réturns[td [the Bory [of[the [ekodus. [ [Aboutfifteen [nhinutes Ebo, [He [had [tdld [ub that [ule [were[slaves [ih
Egypt lahd [God tbok [uk [olt. [ [This[time, [idstead [of @Hing [us[about [the[tén Blagues [ok [the [séa @Dlitting, [He @agins [the E{ory
with/[Terach, lthe [father [of [Abraham, lidforming [us [that he [ulorshipped lidols.

That lid[alblimmer.
Soluhat?!

Anyway, [He [Had B@reat @randson [named [Jacob, [Who [ehded Mp lin @gypt lahd [his @fandchildren lehded mp [slaves
to [Pharaoh.

Oh.

Atlthis Boint, [we féel [thatat(Idast [we [uhderstand [uhat’s Ebing loh.[[The seder(1éader lis[now E&lating (the Bory lof
the lekodus, [he @st [wanted [to @ve [ub[sbme @ackground. (We're @st [allittle [mad [at him [for [his [ehrlier Engents (bt Hlaybe
it [ulas [the [wine.

Whatlis[strange i the [wayin [which [he [télls [the [story. [[He [cbuld[Have [shid if|in [his [dwn [words, o {mhaybe [réad
from the[séctions [of [the Torah[that Q)eak [about[the [Jbws’ [libesid @gypt [ahd [the @demption @ou [khow, like (the fikst [half
of [the [book of Shmos!). [Ihstead, [He[réads|allvbrse [ftom|the |paragraph [that a farmer [would [récite [upon [bringing [ his [first
fruits t the Eemple lin[Jerusalem:

“AnlAramean Qought [tb B]estroy Ehy (father, [However, [He [Went [down [tb @gypt land @Djoumed [thereféw
innimber|ahd there [he [bbcame g@eat, Hzighty, lahd[nlimerousnhtion...”

He[then [thkes[ehch Bhrase lith[the [verse [ahd @xplains [What!if[Hints[tb... msually @ @uoting [d[verse [flom Shmos
where [the [story lid attually [rélated lekplicitly! [[Why [dbesn’t hk [jst [réad [fdom [the [bbok [of Shmos [then?!

Helfinishes(the E{ory, mlcluding [alllikt [of [all[the [mhiracles[dn [the[séa, [we @et (tb Bng dayeinu [ahd [he [decides|tb
point [dut, [and Bxplain [the @mbolism [of [the [vhriousifems|dn [thetAble.[ [The [bone mzpresents [the korban Besach. [[The
matzah @presents Lthe[bread [ that [ didn’t [Have [ time [ tb [ rise [when [God Ltbok the [Jews [ dut Lof Egypt L(whichis Ebnfusing,
becauseat[the megirming [df[the seder!heltold [us[we [ate[if[When we [Were[slaves!), ahd the maror Eizpresents the [bitter

slavery.
Okay, thanks [for @naring.
Anything lelse?

Yeah, mst [ohe [mhore ﬁling. [In[chse @bu [Were @ondering, @Jery @meration [Has[ah Bbligation [tb[ske litself [ak ifllif
had @rsonally 1dft @gypt. Dﬂghess [the seder(ldader[takes [that @ry E&riously, [because [the [next Eling [We [khow, [hk’s Bnging
hallel, @aising (Godlfdr Bking [him [olit[of Ebypt.

With Eat, [he [makes [ahother @essing [on [his @ine, [ahd [dFinks B.lp [nbimber [tdo.
Rochtzahlefc.
Welwash E@ain, lahd [this time, lwe El:tually leat/the matzahlahd[the maror(ahd [the (nleal Hagins.

Fairly Qmple [ahd Qraightforward, [nb?
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I1. What [we [nleed [tb [understand

Iwould [like [tb [uhderstand [the [basics [of [the [séder. [[As[the Bmple [sbn (abks, “Huh?” [[The Haggadah lid Ehpposed
to [be [theofficial fbrmulation [of [the Bory [of[the [ekodus [from @Qypt. I we were B}laking (the Haggadah, [ifl we [had [been lih
change Ldf Ebrmulating Lthe @uidelines Lfor mroper (flifillment [Of [this mitzvah [[li[this[How we[Would [Have done lit?! [l
imagine that [we [would [Have [either lihstructed [people [t6 [rélate [the [story lin [their [own [words, Lok [alternatively [ réferred [them
tolthe lappropriate [passageslin Shmos [Where [the [official [storyis[rélated by [Hashem Himself! ([However, lid [the Haggadah,
we lfihd [the Bllowing [sfructure:

(1) Weird [bkhaviors.

(2) Oldnhan meling [séction.

(3) Storyltoldin [“fight [hand [sératching 1éft lear” [nhanner.

(4) Randomly lekplaining the [cénterpiece.

(5) Hallel.

Among lthe Blany @Jestion 'wle BJght 't [hbve [at [this Bbint late:
Why [db (ule [have alséries of [bizarre lattivities [at [the [bbginning?

Afterthe [child [récites [the mah [nishtanah, [ule [ahswer [that [ule [were[slaves[ahd [God [tdok [us [olut. [[Tdn’t [that [all [ule
need[td Biy? [Did [wle Mereby [fdifill [obir Bbligation? What db [ule [nked [the [rést[of the Haggadah ltdre

Why [db [we [hhve [al cbmplete [tangent [td [stories [about lhow gedolim[discussed [the [story?

Why db lwle talk labout the laws [of [rémembering [the lekodusdaily?

Why db we talk about the four [sons?

Who lchres that lybu [thought [ybulcould have had|the seder o luleeks|ago. [So [ybu ulere lwrong, lget lober it!

Why [do [ e start[the E{ory [of [the[exodus all laver Bgain, [but this|time Boing [l [the @ay [Hack [tb[the [fhther [df
Abraham?

Why [do [we [hhve [tb[“Harshun maxtrapolate Bhrase @ Bhrase)” [the Bassage [that[allfArmer [declares Ebon @inging
his! first [fhuit [ tb [the Eemple [ih [drder [tb[téll [the E[ory [of [the [ekodus? Dﬂ]hy [don’t[we @st [tell[dver [the Qory lith [dur[dwn
words mn [five [rhinutes [dr @ss) 2 [[1f @bu lihsist dn mzading [ftom [an [ dfficial [téxt, [sb[réad Elrough [the [first [féw [sections [df

sefer|Shmos!
Why [db [ule [mention [all [the litems [oh [the [table [ahd [ekplain [their [symbolism? [[1d [that [part [of [the [story®
What's [going [oh [at [the lend [that [we [state [the [nked [t [see [olirselves [ab [personally leaving [Egypt?
Why atewe [singing hallel? [[lsn’t [that [sbmething [ule [réserve [fbr davening?
Therelis[sé much (goinglohat the seder, [canue make [sénse [olut [of lit/all?

As|ue [mhentioned [above, [the Burpose Lo [the Haggadah lidlto Brovide lus [ulith [allstructure mnrough [which [t [flfill
the mitzvah [of @lling [ober [the Qory [of [the [ekodus. [ [8b[ule [should Hzgin @ B‘nderstanding [what B{actly lis @quired lof [us[td
fulfill [this Boligation. Dﬁerhaps (this [will [shed [sbme @ht [oh[the [structure [of [the Haggadah.
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11 [The[Structure of (the Haggadah [Based [onthe Halachah

The Rambam [(Chomeitz {Umatzah [ 7) |details QJccinctly lthe Blecessary E&quirements to Broperly [flifill lthe mitzvah
of sippur lybtziasMitzrayim mlating the [story [of [the [ekodus:

What

The|basic mitzvah lis[to[rélate| the [miracles[ahd [Wonders [that [dccurred [t [our [ancestorsin [Egypt. [ [The [mhore [He
expands lin [this [régard, [the [more [praiseworthy (hé lis.

When
On [the night [of [the [fifteenth [of Nissan, when [the [(besach) matzahlahd marrorlate [before[ybu.
Who

Even [the @'eatest Bige, leben lif[nb [children[ate @sent, [must [rélate [the Qory, leben [tb [himself.
How

One[nust [rélate [the [story 6 elery [child lappropriately, latcording [t [the [manner [id [which [he [will luhderstand [ahd
appreciate it

Onenhust [do [uhusual [things [oh [this (night i [order [td [arouse [the [cliriosity [of [the [children, [to [the [point [that [ they
ask [why [this [night [is different [ffom [all [other [nights [ of [the [year, [ahd [you [must [thereby [réspond [by [rélating [what

occurred.

Even lif [thereis[do [child [tb [akk B@uesﬁon, [eben [the @reatest @ge [rhust [akk, [elen [df [Himself, [if Becessary, @hy
this [night [id s [different.

One [nust [rélate [the @ory [of [the [ekodus EJ @aginning [ulith [the B&agradation [of [the [Jews[ahd Bamplete litlwlith [their
praise. ([How!|do e laccomplish [that? [[Both [bly [Heginning [With [ the [ fact [that [ dur [ancestors [Were lidolators[and
completing [the [story [that [God [drew [us [close 16 [the [tHue [réligion, [ak [well lak [by [beginning [with [the [fact [that [we
were [ slaves [tb [Pharoah [ih @gypt, @ncluding [alll [the [ ebil [ that [Was[done [tb[us, [ahd Ebmpleting [the E[ory [With [the
miraclesahd [wonders [that[occurred [t [us[ahd [our [being [chosen. [[his [id lakcomplished [by [ektrapolating [phrase
by Bhrase fdom [the [séctionof [the Torahlof aramy lobeidabi.[[The [more lohe @(trapolates, [the [more Braiseworthy
helid.

One [ hust [ also[ hention [ three Ehings [ to flulfill [ his E)bligationi Pesach, matzah [4nd maror, [ and[ delatel their

symbolism.

Alllof [the [above ischlled haggadah.

Every @eneration, [ an [ihdividual | thust @resent [ Himself [ ds maaving [the Blavery [of @rﬁgypt [at[ this Bery [ thoment.
Therefore, [when [ah [individual [eats[ahd [dFinks [oh [this Rght, [hk [must [db [sb @aning, lid [al phanner [of @eedom, lahd
must [dhink [fdur Bips [of [Wine.
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IV. mnderstanding lthe Basic bligation
Question lahdlahswer

Onelwonders why [we [must [do [ strange [things [t [afouse [the [cliriosity [of [the [children, [ahd [why [id it s6 [significant
that[each [child [De[addressedin [the [ rhanner Bppropriate [tb[Him? mhy [do [we [not Bmply [direct [the E{ory [at[the [ldwest
common |denominator [s6 [ that @veryone [will [understand? [ [Most Berrising lid[the mecessity [of mah nishtanah Bkcording [tb
the[Rambam. [[&ben iflohe lid[alone, [he [must ask himself/the mahnishtanah!

What [ dmerges| from [these halachos|is that|the mitzvah tb[tbll[dver|the [story[df[theldxoduslis|d mitzvah of
education. [ [The haggadah is not [d[formal [ tecital [df [ dn[ dncient [ihcantation! D}ﬁeciting [the [ Words[ dlone [ Would [ Be [ tb
completely [miss|the [pbint. [[The [réason[for [the [atousal [of chiriosity, [the [nlecessity [t [atldress leach [child [in his [olvn [ulay, [ahd
the [stressoh [eben[ohe [alone Eking (himself (the mah [nishtanah, lid|bkcause [this mitzvah lid[ohe[of [eHucation.

Rav[Yaakov @einberg zt”ILabked @hy [the Torahlis Ebmpared lto [Water. Chazal Bxplain [thatthis[indicates that
onerhust [be [Humble [ih [drder [t6 [akcquire [Torah. ([t ke [Water [flows [ffom & [Higher [ldcation [t6 [alllower, [sb 160 lif [ dne
makes [himself [ “low”, [the [Torah [uhill [be[able[td [come [tb [him. [[However, [Rav[Yaakov @einberg zt”I[saw [ahother B}lessage
asulell, [rélated|td [education:

How Blany Hlps [of [water idlohe supposed [t [dFink @aily?

Everyone [khows, [that @/ery ldbetor lulill 61l @au 't [dFink tht E,lps lof [ulater Bﬁby (How Hlany Bbople dfink tht
cups [of [water E@Jy? [Few, Eghy. Do @)u [khow @hy (s6 [féw @ople [dkink tht BJI)S B@Jy? [[Becausetd dtink [ulater, @)u
have [t bk Eirsty. m@u late [nbt Eirsty, @m wfill lnot [dHink.

The m)b [df[dl tbacher[ih @eneral, [dnd [d[Torah [ teacherih marticular, [i$[tb [ dreate [ thirst [ fbr [the [Torah. [ [If [the
students|ake @ﬁrsty, @ney [will [dkink [oh [their [own. [When[ohelid[clirious, [He [séarches [fbr B{planations, lahd Bbpreciates [the
answer. [flalchild[id [nbt [clirious, [thereid [nb HJestion, lahd little [idterest, EBhy Dﬁertainly, [the linformation [will [nbt [1dave a

lasting @npression.

This i the ctitical @nportance lof B‘eating E.lriosity lahd HJestions [t @operly [fifill lthe mitzvah [of @lling lover [the
story lof [the [ekodus. [This Eagins lto B{plain [the [structureof [the Haggadah.

The |bkfore lahd lafter | plicture

In [addition[to[the Becessary @uestion lahd [ahswer [ format [ that [the haggadah [mhust [Have, [the [Rambam [also[adds
another lelement [that [ohe [might ldbel [the [“before [ahd [after [picture”.

Almost @Nariably, @Jery [ald [One [sées [fbr [aldiet E&gimen [cbmes Blong [with the Bicture [of[sliccess [ [[allblfore [ahd
after %age. [[The [benefit [of [this B’esentation lis[fdr [the [viewer [tb @lly Biapreciate (the [effects[of [the [dlet. [[Tf[all lohe [shw [was
the @sulting @dnny liddividual, (he [would [nbt @lly Eiopreciate [the [vhlue [ahd leffect [of [the [diet.

Similarly, [the [Rambam [instructs [us[tb [Hot Bﬂerely [rélate [the E{ory, (but(tb [do [sb [with [albefore [ahd [alfter micture.
We [nhust @gin Lat[the ldw @oint lahdfinish [the Qory \With [the migh @oint. [[However, [ there [is[al[ Talmudic Hispute Bxactly
how!td [db [this.[[One Bpinion [id [that[the E{ory [should [réflect [the @hysical ga\/ery [ahd[fleedom, [while [the [other Bpinion lid
that[ dot m'lerely [the [1bcal Ehysical [ freedom [be | related, [But [ the [ Broader micture [ f[How! this| relates| tb[ the malationship
between [Hashem [and | the [Jewish @eople. [[The E[ory [therefore [rhust Begin [with [Terach, [ the [fAther [of [Avraham meing lah
idolator [ahd, [fbr [our @urposes, lehd [With [the [Jbwish Eeople |l—)leir1g [chosen @ [Hashem. [ [The [Rambam [télls[ustb[do [both.
Sololr Haggadah needs [t [bk fdrmatted lid [this [manner a8 [ulell.
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After[ deeing| the [ presentation [ of  the Rambam, L e [ dan [ begin Ltb [ inderstand L the [ Jarious [ élements | that [ the
Haggadah [contains. [We could lnbw [olutline the Haggadah lin lthe [fdllowing [manner:

(1) Introduction mnvolving [Unusual| activities [intended [tb [ arouse the Buriosity [df[the [ children, [ fbllowed my [their

question, mah [nishtanah.

(2) Theldnswerltb[the mah[dishtanah! (Avadim[Ravinu). [TWe [dlready [ asked [ What [ we [ need | thel rkst [ df [ the
Haggadah for [iflule [just told [the story.

(3) Alséction [rélating (the lvarious laws [of [the mitzvah [to telllober [the story lof [the [ekodus. [Namely, [that:
(a) Thereislal mitzvah té [db [this [because (God [took lus lotit.
(b) Even thelgteatest sage must|téll[the story, leven [to [himself, lif nkcessary.
(c) Therelatelfour[sons,bbcause the [story[must [beindividualized.
(d) The mitzvah lislatcomplished [specifically (o the [night [of [the [fifteenth [of Nissan.

(4) Thelactual[story|throughthel thention [ df [ dur [idlolatrous | Heginnings, [ followed [Hy [ the [ dxtrapolation | df[the
section aramy lobeidabi B’lrase @1 Bl'lrase.

(5) Mentioning lthe pesach, \matzah lahd maror(ahd [their @mbolism.
(6) Stating|the halachah that lohe lid/réquired [tb [view (himself [ab [personally (having l1éft [the [slavery lof [Eqypt.
(7) Reciting the lfitst[part [of [the hallel.
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V. Explaining [the Structure of (the Haggadah
Let’s|go [back[td[the Haggadah [ahd[sée liflwle [can [ekplainitlalliftle [btter.

The [fitst [uhusual [occurrence[ulas karpas. Dﬁerhaps litlid[slfficient [td @(plain (it ab B@ay [tb[atouse the B.lriosity [of
the children, [the [purpose [for [uthich [was lekplained [above.

Lechem|Oni
Nextlid vachatz, lwhen [the [middle matzah lislbroken. (Whatlidthe [purpose lof [this lattivity

Onlthe[thost [basic 1ével, [we Have [just [cteated [the afikoman, [which [givesthe [children [somethingtb [do, [Hamely
hide litlahd [rAnsom [itl

However, litlis [ulorth [pointing lolit [that matzah is[réferred [t lin [the [Torah [ab lechem loni. [[The word onilhhasthree
possibletranslations, lahd [the [térm lechem lohi is[therefore [ekplained by chazallin[three lways:

(a) Oniltheans Ehffering. [ [IThis [i$[ the [ bread[ df [ dur [ dffliction/ suffering. [ [[This[is[ Wwhat[ e Bctually Eﬁy [ih[the
Haggadah (after [we [bleakthe matzah. [ [This|id[the [“bread [of [affliction” [that [olur [ahcestors ate [ulhile @ffering
through Elavery lin Ebypt.

(b) Onilrheans Uhni, [alpauper. [TA [pauper [id[fbrced [tb [rhtion [His [bread, [not [khowing [ where [his[nlext [mheal [will
come [flom ok [if[there [ulill leben be [ohe. [[Therefore, [ue @(press [this lideair [dur matzah @ @tioning lit, [and
putting E)vay [the @rger Ebrt ltr [Idter.

(c) Oni means @sponse. {[This|is the [bread [that [we [“Answer [al1dt [of [wlords Bbon”. (We lake Ehpposed td Qﬂy (the
Haggadah lon the matzah, [mheaning, [while the matzah lid Lvisible [before [u. [[Therefore, Lfbr [chost [of maggid,
we late [idstructed [tb [uhcover [the [btoken matzah.

Thehhlachah séction

After[the sederlléader[Has[cheated [the Broper lechem | dni,[He rémoves!all [the [fbod [ (the seder plate) [ffom [the
table. [The [moment [that the [meal [wlould typically [bkgin, itlinexplicably [séems|to [ehd. ([This lig[td [cteatethe lchiriosity [cfitical
to [the[eHucational [nhture [of [the Haggadah. [[Therefore, [the @ry [next Bart [of [the Haggadah lid[the mah [nishtanah, [because
the child lidlshpposed|td (b [sériously [clirious lahd [ask [qliestions by [this [pbint.

The [ahswer [t6 [His @Jestions [Would Bbpear [tb [be[fbund [ih [the @ary [dext Baragraphi avadim mayinu, [Wherein [we
state [that this id all lbecause [ule [ulere [slaves lin Ebypt lahd [Hashem [rédeemed lus.

Did [we [flifill [the mitzvah Lof [tlling [ dver [the [story[by[ahswering|the mah [nishtanah? [First[df [l [ that [uas [Hot
much lof Bgory, there [were [nb H)ecifics, Iblit @@w linsist, mHJppose lwe [cbvered [the [bhsic Boint. [[Second, [uhat [id[the [rést
of lthe Haggadah tdr? [[Third, [uhat Bbppened [t Hagirming the Bory with [the [broad H’lcture lof [olur Hzginnings as lidolators?
We [mhade [nb [mhention [of [that! [[The [tduth [id, [we [db [mhention [the Blegradation Lof molatry [ldter li [the Haggadah (ot @hy
don’twle [nention [the Hagradations lid B‘lronological [okder? egin [that [olir [ahcestors[were lidolators, [wle [ehded ﬂ) lin Ebypt
aslshves, [God [tdok [uk [olt [wlith [miracles[ahd @a\/e [us [the [tlue @ligion. [[How!do we B{plain (the [convoluted [structure [of [the
Haggadah?
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Perhaps [thel “answer”[tb mah [dishtanah, [i$ Bctually [Hot[ananswer [at[all.[ When [ue Ehy, [“We [Were[slaves[tb
Pharaoh it [Egypt, [t [the [Lord [dur [God [tdok [us [dut Lof [there [with [almighty [Hand [ahd [ah [outstretched [abm”, it id [merely
the mecessary lihtroduction| 6| the [ “halachah section”.[ [Weare Eﬁmply Qating [that[therelit[d mitzvah[tb[téll[ the Qory
because [we [were [slaves ahd [God [tdok [uk[out. [ [This id [not [the [actual [relating [df [the [ story. [ [fact, [this [sbems|clear [flom
the continuation [of [that [sfatement:

Weldere!slaves|tbPharaoh ifh @gypt, (butthe Lord [dur[God tbok [us[ dut [of [ there [with Hm)ighty [Hand
and|an|dutstretched | drm. [ [IFlad | God| dot [ thken | dur [ fhthers dut| df @gypt, [then [We, [ dur[ dhildrenand
grandchildren [Would!still Be [ enslaved| tb [Pharaoh!ith @gypt. [[Even lifwe all[ were Wise, [ahd merceptive,
experienced, lahd|vbrsedin [ Torah, litl would [still lbe lour [duty 16 [téll labout [ the [ Exodus [fflom [ Egypt. [[The
more oheltdlks(about the [Exodus, [the [mhore Braise [hk [deserves.

Essentially, (this [statement[id [ohe of halachah.[[Onelid Bbligated [tb[téll [over [this Bory [nb [matter [how [Well [vérsed
he lalreadylis. [Furthermore, [the [more[ohe [elaborates, [the gheater the mitzvah.

This|statement lid [then [fbllowed @ Qﬁroof. e Brove both [dur[statements that [eben [the @'eatest Bge [mhust [tell
the Q{ory [ahd [also (that [the [more [ohe @(pands (the Q{ory [the [more @aiseworthy [he lid, [wlith Egory [about[the @eatest [of [the
sages who spent [the [whole night linvolvedid [“the [sfory”.

It mappened  that [Rabbis| Eliezer, Joshua, [ Elazar [Hen Ezaryah, |Akivaland | Tarfon [Were maclining Lat[ the
sedertable Lih [ Bneil Brak. mﬂ'hey @Dent Lthe [Whole Bight @'scussing [the [Exodusuntilltheir students [came
and|saidt6[them: [“Rabbis, litlid|time [fbr [the récitation lof the [morning[Shema.”

Despite [the [fact [that [ these lindividuals [Were [the @reatest Qﬁges Lof[their @eneration, mney 'onetheless!rélated [the
story td [ohe[ahother [t [the [ektent that Eley Bampletely Idst [themselves [ahd lulere [uhaware [of [the B‘lpending [shinrise.

This [ cbuld @xplain [the [Hext E{ory lin [the Haggadah (a5 [well. [The [Hext Earagraph lof[the Haggadah [rélates  How
Rebbil Elazar [Hen [ Azariah Einally [understood [ thatdne [Has Hﬂaily mitzvah [1b [rbmember [ the [dxodus [ven [at Bight. [[One
wonders how [this Bory lehded m) lin [the Haggadah, lafterall, [the mitzvah[of E&membering (the [ekodus Bbily (has Blothing [to
dolulith [the mitzvah [td[telllober [the @ory loh [the [fifteenth. [[These [ate [tbo [different mitzvos, [sb @hy [mhention [this here?

If[dur [structure [i8 Ebrrect, [then it Hlay [be [Here [tb [demonstrate [How [far [the Braiseworthy Epransion [of[the Eory
can @o m&nything [that id Q@nsequence [of[the [ekodusid [ fair Ebme (a5 [al flifillment [of B‘oadening [dlur [discussion. [T [fact,
according [tb [some [versions|of[the Haggadah, [this[was[dneldf[the mnings [discussed|at[the @reviously [mhentioned seder!ih
Bnei Brak!

If [this [id Ebrrect, [the [aktual g{ory [that lid[rélated [ih [the next[sbction[df [the Haggadah @ lih @ct, [bbokended [With
degradation [ahd Eraise, [ahd it id[ih Ei’lronological [drder, [a5[we QJggested [it mx;ically [should [ be. [[After[the child [asksthe
mah|dishtanah, [erblate the halachos|df E&lling [dver[the E{ory. mﬂlamely, [that Elveryone li Bbligated, [that [the[ thore [the
better, Bvery [child [mhust[bk Bmght Eiopropriately, [ahd [that [ifllchn Bhly [bk El:complished [oh [the Ehght lof [the fifteenth. [ [After
wefinish Eélating [the halachos,|the mody [Of[the maggid [skction|of [the Haggadah megins [with, ElOriginally [our [ancestors
were | idolators” [ dnd [ dulminates [With [ the [ thiracles| df [ the [ éxodus, [ Which [ thay [Well [He [ the [ Braise, [ or [ the [ fafter [ picture”
according [t6[bbth Bégradations, [a[the mmlication [of[the[ekodus Bbpends loh @aur [fbcus, [blit [the [historical [oecurrence[ulas
the [shme El:cording [td E/eryone.

The Qory lis [dowlin Ehronological [drder.[ [We [first [thention [that [we [ were [idolators, [fbllowed my [the mhrase my
phrase @xtrapolation [of aramy [oveid | avi, [Which | states[that [wel descended [tb Egypt [Where [wWe [Were|enslaved.| [Then we
relate lthe [miraclesthat [atcurred [as[God [tdok [ub lolut.
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Once e [Have Ebmpleted E&lating (the Bory, [Wefollow[the halachah [that[td Broperly [fbifill telling lover!the Bory,

we [also [hhve [td @)int lolit[ahd B(plain (the @mbolism [of [the litems [oh [the[tdble: pesach, matzah [ahd maror.

Finally, [the seder[léader, mopefully, [Has Ehccessfully Bepicted [thedxoduslin[such 4 E/ay [that[ el feel[we [ dan

picture [itllidk [olir [nhinds @e. [ [fact, [he [states [that [ule [ate [td [view [olirselves as Blersonally E}aving left Ebypt.

This statement Li$ L fbllowed my (the Hallel.[[¥ou m'light [Have [doticed [that [ there Lis [do [ thention[df hallellih|the

presentation [of [the [Rambam [régarding [ the [ldws of [rélating lof [the [storyof [the [ekodus. [[The [réason[séems lobvious [ hallel
is (bt Bart [of[the Bory, litllid[the [résult[of @zeling [the E&ality [of[the Bory, [ab if &bu [Have mst B{perienced (it @burself. [[The
quality [of [the hallellislin [direct @oportion tb[the HJality [of[the @alating [of [the Bory. Hallellidlah lemotional @sponse (tdthe
perception that[Hashem @st [rédeemed [us [flom Ebyptian andage.

1.

VL

The [olutline [of [the Haggadah [thus Ebpears [ak[fdllows:
Kiddush.
Activitiestd [akouse [the BJriosity [of [the children.
A. Karpas Mpping B@zgetable [in [shlt [wlater.
B. Yachatz [ [While \bking nkcessary lin lits lown [right, litllalso latouses [the [cliriosity lof [the [children, [a lwe [mentioned.
C. Removinglthe seder|plate.
The child[abks mah nishtanah.
Relating [the halachosof @lling [ober [the Boryi
A. Evenlthe @'eatest of [the @ges [mhust [rélate [the Qory.
B. Thelmorelhk B{pands (the Bory [the @'eater [the mitzvah.
1. A Qory @oving [the [fitst[tdo Bbints.

2. A E{ory labout E&membering [the [ekodus Bbily, lahd Hmroof [that[we [should [rémember [t at might lin [addition [tb
the @ay. (We @ggested [this[dbmonstrates lhow!far [olir B{pansion [can @b

C. Thelfdurlsbns mery [child [rhust (bé [td1d [the @ory lid B@ay that [hie [ulill E{apreciate. [l [alword: [elucation.
D. Yachollnhirosh chodesh![[The mitzvahcan Bhly lbé [filfilled [oh [the Eght lof [the [fifteenth.

The storylithelf:

A. Mitchilahlovdeilabodah [zbra mBiginally lolir [ahcestors [were lidolators.

B. Aramy [oveid abi [[lthe thrapolation, Bhrase Eb Bhrase, loff[the Bory [flom [the @assage that [al farmer [would [récite
upon H’inging [his fitst [fuits [of [the [séason[td [the Eemple.

Pointing lolut [the [three litems [oh [the [tdble [ahd B{plaining [their @mbolism.
A. Pesach
B. Matzah

C. Maror

10
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VII. Stating [the [result [that [we [should [bk Eeling lint[ohir [bbnes @ [nbw; [the @eling that [wle Bbrsonally et Ebypt.
VIII. Hallel D]B(pressing lolur By lahd @mnksgiving td [God [for Bking [ME ot [of Ebypt.

VI. [Why?

So lfar, lue [have [only [dkalt [With what the [structure li. ([What [rémains lis[td lekplain why |the Haggadah [should bk
structured this @ay, lahd, [td B@gree, lits Bgnificance.

Thelstructureof(the @aggadah lid[bhsedloh B%suk
The[Malbim Eoints [out [that [the [structure [of [the Haggadah is Eattemed [after [the [vérse [that[id[the [sburce [of [the

mitzvah:
:0PIRRM PNRED Y 2 WY 7 19232 KRY X377 0992 ,7227 PTATY
And @Ju [shalllrélateto @)ur [sbn [oh [that Eby Biying.’ [For this, [God ldid for [ne [ulhen 1[It @gypt.’
And lyou|shall relate mIBorresponding [td [this [phrase, wle [state [the [ldws lof [the [télling [ober [ (haggadah) of [the [story.
to @)ur 'sbn [[[Based [oh [this Ehrase, [ule Ebint lout [that [ehch [child [must [bk [atldressed [id [his [olwn @ay [(the [fdur [sbns).
onthat Hay morrespondingly, [we Bbint lolit[that [the mitzvah i Qoecifically [oh [the Bhght [of [the [fifteenth.
saying [TWelthen rélate[the Qory lithelf @ B{trapolation [flom [the B’lrases of aramy.

For|this![[[The word, “this” Elways liddicates|the B’esenoe [of @)mething that [chn [be lidentified Birectly lahd Bointed (to.
Forlthis [réfersto[the [three litems [that lwe [must @entify lahd B{plain their @mbolism m)esach, \matzahlahd maror).

God didfor me [[[We [then[nhention[that[ohe [mhust [view [himself [k Bersonally @aving [been [fleedflom [the Bavery lof
Egypt.

when1lIeft @gypt [[This|rbfers[td hallelas[the [sbcond maragraph Ldf hallel megins lalmost @lentically, “When [Bnei
Yisroellldft Egupt...”.

According [tb[the [Malbim, [the [ehtire [structure [of [the Haggadah lid[fdund lid [the [vrse (that [cbmmands its [récital.

The Hecessity [forthe Baggadah [td|alldress @/ery child [ahdbLilt i [mharbeh

The [bbautiful B{planation of [the [Malbim Ebtwithstanding, lohe [nbnetheless wonders @hy lule @at lidvolved [with [the
halachosof [whoid Bbligated, [How [tb Broperly [rélate[the Bory [ahd[wWhen, [at[the [time [when [ule [ake Hlpposed [t [be doing
it! [[1did |quite [ahomalous [ that [we [should lihtegrate [the [study Lof [the [Idws linto [ the [attual [Jerformance of [the mitzvah, lahd
our ldbing [s6 [therefore [bbgs lekplanation.

Furthermore, lit[id | elven [more mnnerving [that|dneof [the halachos mentioned|therein [Has Blothing 16 [do [ulith [ the
“who, [How Ldr[when” [ df[télling | dver L the  story; [ Hamely[ Rebbi | Elazar [ Ben | Azariah’s L statement | regarding How [He [ Was
convinced [that [dne [should [ rémember [the [ekodus an H@ily [basis|eben Lt might. [[As|we mhentioned [above [there ate [two

II
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distinct mitzvos @zgarding @zmembering the lekodus. [One Ebplies B/ery @ay lof [the @ar, Bbmely zechiras @atzias @Iitzrayim,
remembering [the [ekodus, [and [the [dther [applies [ sblely lon [the [ 1 5th [df [Nissan, [hamely [t [relate [the [story lof [the [exodus,
sippur @tzias @ﬂitzrayim. [[RebbilElazar’s halachahis ngarding [the Haily mitzvah, [dot[the [dne mnique [t6[the seder Bight.
Why [ulas this [idcluded lin [the [official [Haggadah lof Pesach?

The halachah skction [ df [the Haggadah [points|dut| that [dot dnly [is [ there [d mitzvah [t6 [ tell Lover [ the [story, [but
whomever prands Ldnlitlis @raiseworthy. DExpparently, Lthere s d EEquirement Ltb [rklate [ the [ Basic Btory, [Hut dneldan
broaden [the Q{ory [ahd[flifill (the mitzvah [tb H@reater @egree. [[One [wWonders how far [this Bxpansion E,loes. (14 [there!allimit
to[this Bxpansion? [1s[the E&lating [of[the Bory [linited [tb[the Bory lof [the [ekodusitself? [ [I/hat [about Ebnsequences, [both
direct [ahdihdirect? [[if[ We [discussthe [ultimate ' purpose L of [the [ exodus, [Hamely [the [ giving [df [the [ Torah, [do [ue Llifill [the
mitzvah Ltb [ d| greater [degree? [ [What [about [the [dontent [ df [the [Torah, [ifs halachos? [ [What [about [the halachos df|the
resulting mitzvah [to[rélate the [story? 4 lit| possible [that [through [aldiscussion lof [the [rélevant ldws [of [rélating the [story [that
we lfdlfill lthe mitzvah [to E@eater Hagree than [the Qory lalone?

Inlfact, [the @sponse [td [the [ulise sbn’s @Jestion, [ak B’esented i [the Haggadah, lid:

And vou shallldiso [téll Him, Lfor [ ékample, [ the laws [df [the [ pesach: lone [ mhay not Leat Lanything Lafter [ the
paschal [ldmb.

While [thereid[sbme @estion [ab[tb [whence[the [alithor [of [the Haggadah [derived [this [ahswer, [we [Honetheless [sée
thatin[addition [t [the [rblating Lof [ the [basic [story [t [the [Wise [son, [one [should [also [téll [him halachos. [The limplicationlis
that, [for [the [wise [sbn, [the @lating lof halachoslid|at [least [alfilfillment [of B{panding (the Bory, [ifl nbt E@cessary lelement [of
the Bresentation lof[the Qory litself. [[For [theother [children, [However, [the Eélating lof halachos|would Bppear Mnnecessary,
and Ebtentially leben Eappropriate.

Based loh [this, [we [could [shiggest [to [réasons for the [“halachah [séction” [of [the Haggadah:

While _modern [ decular | medial i G)roduced Ltb Bppeal Ltb [ the [ 1bwest | ¢ommon [ denominator [ df Eiewership, Lo
maximize [révenue, [the Haggadah, lehavdil, lwas Bﬁ'oduced tb [ ehable ehch [individual [of B/ery @mily [t [llfill [the Bbligation
of @lating [the Bory [of [the [ekodus. [ [Therefore, it[had [t [be Bamposed (i [al mhanner [that [would [allow [elen [the [whisest [child
tolbe mroperly [ducated. [ [Therefore, [the Haggadah [Was | uritten [with [ the [Wise [sbn [ih [thind, [dot Bnly [the[ dthers.[ [[Our
Haggadah [therefore lidcludes the [ahswer [td [the [lise [sbn, [which @quires halachosin [addition [td[the Qory [of [the [ekodus.

This Lis[ ot Becessarily [tb [the[ detriment[df[the [ dther Ehildren, mowever, mecause, [at[the Elery @ast, [therelid[dn
expansion [of [the Qory [ [wlell, [With [the Bresentation lof [the halachos.[1f[would Eiopear [that[thereid alblilt [ih Eéxpansion”
tolthe Eﬂory (that @ery [Jew [fulfills @ @aming [the halachos of @lating [the Qory.

For! these [tlvo [réasons, mamely [that [the Haggadah [as[written [uith[the [uise[sbn ik [thind, [ahd [éven [without 2
wise[son, @aming [the [ldws [id[at [the Elzry [least Egraiseworthy B{pansion [of [the E{ory, [the Haggadah lincludes|al “halachah
section” [at [the [bkginning [of maggid.

1tLis[ therefore Ebscinating [ that[ the[ dtatement | &f[ Rebbil Elazar [ ben [ Azariah Regarding [ the Haily mitzvah| df
remembering the [ekodus s ihicluded [in [this [section. [Tt Would Bppear [that the [discussion E&garding [that mitzvah!islalsola
fulfillment [of (the mitzvah [td [rélate [the Qory [of [the [ekodus! [TIh @ct, [sbme rishonim uhderstood [Rebbi [Elazar [lben [Azariah [td
actually [have [shid [ this[the B}ight [that [He [ulas Ebving seder lin [Bnei[Brak [with [Rebbil Akivalahd [the [other gedolim. Ifthat lid
the [chse, [then [the Haggadah litkelf id @stifying [that hisstatement [is [alfilfillment [of E&:lating [the E{ory. [[Onelwonders|then,
how far[the E(pansion [can @)
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Aramy

WeHave | thusfar [éxplained| the [unusual [Behaviors| that  Begin|the Haggadah, Lds el as| the [fbllowing halachah
section.  [What [rémains [t [be lekplained|is why we rélate [the [storyin the [backwards [channer Lof [ektrapolating aramyldveid
avilphrase [by [phrase. Dﬁ/hy [dbn’tlwesimply [réad [the [appropriate [séctions [flom Shmos (which lid [where (e lehd [up [ahyway

tolekplain aramy!

Thereate|twopoints|that [Help [tb [ grovide [ ekplanation for [this lapproach. [[The [first [df [which i [the [absence [df
any Lrbference [tb [ the dltimate [ purpose Lof [the [ dxodus, [ Hamely| the [ giving [ 3f [the [ Torah, ldnd[ the [ second [tklates| to [ the
emotional Bamponent lof [the Haggadah, the hallel.

Bringing the purpose back [t [the story lulith lakamy

Even Eﬁzcording 't the Bpinion that the @lating lof [the E{ory of [the [ekodus [must @agin [with [the [fact that [we [ulere
oncelidolators, [the Bory [dbes [nbt [ehd [with [the [cbmmandment[of mitzvos @ [Hashem[oh [Sinai. Dﬂpparently, [the[choice [of
the [ Children [ df [ 1brael my [Hlashem [ ds| Hiis [ dation [dnd [ their [ dommitment[tb [ Him [i$[ sufficient [ (the moetic dayeinu [that
mentions Enany later @:complishments, [wWasallthuch [1ater [addition [tb [the Haggadah). In fact, [dur Bory lehds @rimarily loh
the Hight [of[the [attual [ekodus. [ [While [if Ebrtainly Bbpears Brange [that, [td[ah [ektent, [the[ekodus [id [thken [out [df [cbntext,
being [that [the B.lrpose [of [the [ekodus id[absent [flom [olir Bory, (therelid E,bod [réason [fdrit]

Thelast| statement [ we [ thake [ before [we [sing hallel, li$ [ that [We Lare [ dbligated [tb [view [ durselves [ as [ having [Heen
personally [fdeed [flom Ebyptian andage. [We (ate [therefore Hying @ry [hard [td [rélive [that B(perience the [bkst [we [chn. [Tt id
probably [for[ this[ reason [ that[ e[ énd[ dur Btory [ith[ the [ dccurrences| df[ the E\ight [ f[ thel fifteenth [ of[ Nissan.[ [We
synchronize lolurselves [wlith [that [moment lid Hstory, lahd lfor [ab @ng [ab[ule [can [muster, mansport lolrselves [t [ahcient @gypt.
We fdel llike [we ate [there.

While Qarving lab anightily [sliccessful Bloy, it nonetheless [cobmes [with the [shcrifice [of [the [tfue [clilmination [of [ the
exodus, Blamely, [the [Sinai B{perience lahd|the @ving Lof[the [Torah. [[For [this[réason, Berhaps, 'we [must schlep the [ Torah
back linto the seder.

Instead [of Bgmple E&ading Lof[the [rélated [verses flom [the [Torah [that[describethe E{ory lof [the [ekodus [in [detail,
we darshun the Qory, E&plaining [ mhrase EE} Ehrase. [[We [rbad [the [vkrses that [dllfArmer [Would [récite mpon @ringing (His
first [fuits [of [ the Ebar [tbthe Efemple [ih [Jerusalem, [which [ relate [ that [He [ used [tb[be [all slave [ih @gypt, [Was[rédeemed @y
Hashem, [and @iven [the [1hnd [ df [I5rael, @nab]ing [Him [ tb!Have [His[ dwnfields[dnd Eroduce [these [ first [ ftuits.[ [t Bryptic
shorthand, [there[ake [rbferences|tb [vhrious[elements [of [the Eiavery lahd mademption lih[His[recital [that [ we Bxpand [dnlahd
explain @ Ebinting lolit[the Ebrresponding lversesin Shmos [that [rélate[the Qory lin[detail. Dﬂ/hy atelule Hbing (this?

Instead [of Eéading [the [verses, [we rélate[the E{ory @ @aming [Torah. [[1f @bu [closed @bur @es [at[this @art [of[the
seder, Ebu [Would[think @bu [derelin[the E{udy [Hall @tening [tb[al @assage [ftom [the [ Talmud! D]éerhaps [thatid Bxactly [the
point [ Ttthis [wlas[the B.lrpose lof [the [ekodus, [for [the [Torah [ [5b [we[rélate [the Qory Erough @aming [Torah.

Aramy laklalflinction [of hhilel

Evenliflwe El:cept [the [above @ggestion, (that [we[ulant[td B‘ing (the [Torah [back lidto [the Bory, @hy [db [we [db [that
through [the Bassage lof aramy? [[ld[there @)mething miique labout aramy [that it was|chosen ak[the [mheans Erough [wWhich [to
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relate[the @ory [of[the [ekodus?

Rav [ Soloveitchik [ would [ dften mrovide Lthe Ebllowing Bxplanation. [ [When [a fhrmer [ would (flifill [His mitzvah [ df
bringing [his first[fduits [of [the [séven Hoecies [of[1drael [tb the Eemple, [he [also [had[al mitzvah [t [récite [the Bassage [of aramy
oveid abi.[[The [obvious Burpose [of[His[récital [of [this Bassage, [wWas!tdakouse [His[sénse [of @ratitude [t6[Hashem. Dﬁnly @
appreciating [the [Hlood, [ sweat [dnd [ tkars | df mistory, [dan[He m‘uly Bppreciate [ How Ebecial lit[is[ tb[Helable[tb mersonally
produce these [ ftuits lindependently, [in [his lown [land, [ahd [mherit [t [fifill [the mitzvah [of [bringing [them [tb [the [Temple. [[His
recital lof aramy lidlal mitzvah lof hakarashatov mcognizing [favors!from [others, lin [this [case, [flom [Hashem.

Why [db [ule[utilize [the Bassage of Eanksgiving [tér [the B{pression [of [the Bory of [thelekodus?

One Eart [df[the Haggadah [that[the[ Rambam [does| ot [thention[ih [His quuirements [to[ flilfill[the mitzvah[df
relating (the Bory lid hallel.[ I B‘lapter (7 [of[the [Laws[of chomeitz|umatzah, [he nakes nb [mhention[of hallel.[[Vet, [this lid[the
last Eing lule [db [before e Hagin the [mheal. D@hy did [the [Rambam [nbt [mention it?

The [ahswer id[that halle!lid[dot Bart [of[the E&lating [of(the Bory [of[the [ekodus. Hallellis[the [résult[of @lling [the
story[s6 [well [that [one [sées himself [ak [having [ personally [bken [rédeemed [by [Hashem [flom [Egyptian [bondage. Hallellisah
emotional [réaction; litlid those Bresent at[the seder Qoontaneously @Jrsting lolutlin Ebng. [ [his id the @aal Lof[the mitzvah [tb
relate[the @ory lof [the [ekodus. [[The [whole @ory lis Hlpposed [tdlehd i B@DI’IQ lof Eanksgiving [td[Hashem.

That meing [the [dase, [there [is[ do [Hetter massage [With [ Which [tb [rklate[ the Btory, [ih[the [hanner[ df[tkal limud
haTorah![[the alithentic Byle lof @arning (Torah [Ilthan the Ebssage lof @anksgiving, Hamely aramy lolveid lali. Djjtilizing lthe
passage [df mjanksgiving, (e thrapolate [dll [the [ details[df [ the [dxodus|sb Eiearly [that[we [fbel [we [Were [there, [and mring
ourselves 0 [ah [atute[sénse lof @anksgiving td [Hashem lfor @deeming [u[oh [this @ry tht.

May e [all [merit [t [fifill [the mitzvah [of @l]ing loverthe Bory lof [the [ekodus in [all its [details lahd B{perience the
emotional [rish of [thue Elanksgiving lwith [alhbart felt hallel.

Next @ar lin[Jérusalem! Chag \khshervesomeach.
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