How (o Respond(to Challengers of judaism
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When @)u [Willlcome 16 the lland [that [God [ulill .give @au, lak[He hhs [spoken, @)u shall gliard
this [sérvice. [When @our children @y td @)u [uhatlid|this sérvice td &bu, @ou shalllshy, lilid
the | passover!shcrifice [ tb | God, [Who| dassed | dver ! the [Houses | of | the [ Children [ df | Iraellin
Egypt 'uhen|He [plagued @gypt, lahd lobir [hbuses [He [shved. [[ The [nhtion bowed [their [heads,
and @ostrated themselves.

(Exodus|12:25(27)

'After [ rklating| God’s | dommandment [ df [ the [ Jassover Lsacrifice [tb [ the [ Children Lof [Israel, [Moshe
informs [them [that @ertain lelements Bf) [ this|service [shall [be Bracticed Bhnually. [[Moshe then [téachesthe
Children lof [Israel lhbwtd [réspond [t [their [children when Eey [“ask” labout [this[sérvice lin [the [filture.

This Ehuestion 7 Bay 'sound [familiar [ [itlid[the [official HJestion [of[the rasha mavil @Jn) that [we [réad
inthe Haggadah 'oh Pesach. [[The Haggadah rélates [that [there [ate four @pes lof [children: (Wise, lebil, Hmple
and [dot @et | dven | durious.! [Each @pe o child [Has anique Ehestion. [ [The [Wise [child [akks Ebphisticated
questions | (the [dne lit [the [Torah réflects|al prior [ three | part| classification [ df (all mitzvos|seeDeut.[6:20).
The [simple [son [abks [alsimple [qliestion, [“What’s [that [(Exodus [1/3: 1 4) 2 [[To lwhich lebery [parent [résponds,
“What'’s what?!” [ [This|childid[not &bt ‘rhature quugh [inh [his Eﬁnking t6 b [able[td Broperly atticulate his
question. [[Tlid[the @sponsibility lof [the [parent/teacher [t [draw [olut [uthat Brecisely lid[bbthering [him. [[There
is[ahother [child lwhoid bt [yet Btellectually [clirious, lahd Bmply takesin [whatever (he [sées [ak [algiven. [[1tlid
the [parent/teacher’s résponsibility [t [prevent [this [attitude [ahd [cleate [alquiestion [where [there lwas [none [td
begin [With. [[To [this [son, [wle telllhim [(see[Exodus[13:8) @hy [we ate dbing[whatever [we [ate [dbing. [ [WWe
inform him [that [olir [bkhaviors ate [nbt [rbbotic, Eoughtless attions, blit Bbsses lahd [réflect Herose lahd Elaep

meaning.

It [seems clear [that [three [olut [of [the [four @pes 'of [children [réflect[ldvels lof lintellectual @Dphistication.
1f[s6, [How [does ah [“evil” [sbn fit [ih [t [this [structure>? [[FEvil” [is [Hot [allldvel [ of [itellectual [sbphistication...

right?

I/ think the [ dnswer!i$[that[ “evil”[ié[dlso [dnthe Epectrum | dflihtellectual Bevelopment. [llet[mhe

1. Thelideas @esented lhérein late (bhsed [oh lideas(lhhve [hkard [flom Ey Rebbi, Rav[Aharon Kahn Ic “6'felabver the @ars.

2. The Haggadah rélates[tHat [he lid|ciearly [edil [bbcause (e [dbes [nbt lidclude [himself lamong (those [abligated [in [the [sérvice [ Tithat id [tHis [sérvice
to youllllsince [He [excluded [Himself [from mitzvos, He lis [ rbjecting [ Jidaism. [ [So Lthere [are [actually [three [sbns, [and [d[Hasty Lfellow. [ [ is
intersting[that the [alithor [of (the Haggadah lidcluded [this[sbn [id [his ikt [of [ldvels [of lintellectual [sbphistication. [ [tlid this [point [that Iulould [like
tolalldress.
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explain.

If lohe contrasts (the Bresentation of [the HJestion lof, [ahdahswer [td, [the rasha [wlith [that [of [the [other
children|ohe ﬂagins [t [sée [tHe [ctitical[distinction [that [labels (him (al rasha lid [térms of [his idtellect.

The “question” lof [the rasha lis/presented lin [the [Torah [a [follows:
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When lubur children [say [t luou, [“Whatidthis [sérvice td lubu. ”

The [qiestions [of [tHe [other [children ate [ptesented [as [fdllows:
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When @)ur son wlilllabk @Du, lin [the [fiture, @ying, “Whatlate the téstimonies, ldws lahd @dgements that
Hashem, lobir [Lbrd lcbmmanded|ybu?”
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When @:)ur lson [willlask @Du, lid [thefdture, [“What lis [ this ?”

The [fourth [son, [of [course, [doesn’t [ask [all question, [a5 [he [is| the [ official [son [ “who [ does [ ot [khow
how!td [ask”! [[$b [there lis[nb [presentation [of [his nbn [ éxistent (ghiestion.

What lis[ the difference [between | the [ presentation [ of [the | “question” [df [the rashalahnd [that[df[the
other [children? [[When litlcomes [tb[the rasha, [the [Torahdoes not say, [“when [ybur [children [Will asklybu”,
the [Torah Eéys, [“when ﬁley Will say b @Du [The rasha lis[not asking H@estion atall[[The [id Baking 3l
statement, lah lekcuse, @@)u Ludill.

Sometimes|we [Hear [“Guestions” [that ake [not Bktually [questions [at [al’. [[This [id[ the [“Question” [of
the mltellectually 'dishonest; [dne [who Has Bready 'rhade Bb [ his [ mhind. Dﬁ/hy then, lid[He Bkking Q@estion?
The [ahswer [id [that [the @Jestion \of[the rasha lis|alridicule [of [our E&ligious Bractice lahd [sérvice[of [Hashem.
It [i$[ ot [ah [ dpen, [honest, [search | for [ttuth, [his[ “Guestion” lis [al réflection [ of [allHidden [ (br [ perhaps [not [s6
hidden) Bgenda, [and[ah Bﬁempt 6 lihvalidate | the Bgnificance Lof [dur Eialigion. [ think [this i @hy [Helis
included lin [the [list [of [fdur [sons. [[Ttligimportant [td [uhderstand [that [there lislal“Guestion” [tHat [hhs [t [be [déalt
within [ah [appropriate [manner, [jst [like [the [other [three. [ [However, [the [ “fuestion” [id [not [tfuly [al glestion,
and it therefore [must [be [dealt [With it [ah [alternative [channer. [ [There lid[a] rasha lin chochmah, lih[itellect.
This lid also [al“level” [of lidtellectual [“development”.

3. In E}y [atticle (oh Shmos: @hy?, mEhggested (tHat [this lis, Eerhaps, (the @"xplication lof [the [word lamah[ab Bbposed ltb madua.
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The [story i told [of [alstudent lof [Rav [Ghaim [Voloshiner [who l1dft [the [path [of [Thidaism. [[Some [time
later, [hk [réturned [td the Beis Medrash[td[“ask sbme HJestions » [ of[his [fdrmertéacher. [@pparenﬂy, lbefore
the [assembled|students, [this|fellow Blegan td[bark [his lidsuesat [Rav[CGhaim, [who Eroceeded tb[stare [at [him
with [al chlm, [cbld, [cbnfident, [silence. [ [The [fbrmer student, lifritated [at [the [1ack [of Eésponse, 'thirned (akound
and [ldft.

The [students [ df[Rav[Chaim[did[dot[Understand | their[Rebbi’s[ response. [ [After [dll, [ He [Was [ell
versed in [all [the lidsues [that [this [féllow [btought lup, [ahd [more [than [chpable [of [debating [him [oh [these [pbints.
Rav|Ghaim [Voloshiner Eésponded tb his[students|that [for [al question @asheh) therelid[ah [ahswer meirutz),
butfbr[ahlekcuse Meritz) there lid [nb [ahswer meirutz). Uitlid [useless [td [ﬂzspond 'td[alstatement [that lid [nbt [al

true E{lestion.

Similarly, [wefind it [the Haggadah, [that [the rasha lahd [the [sbn|wholid[tbo lithmature [tb[eben [akk
questions, réceive [the [ekact[shme @esponse » [[Boththe rashalahd [the eino @bdeiah lishol[ake [tbld, [ “For
this, (God [did [for [nhe [when [1[as1daving Ebypt.” Dﬁveryone labks @hy db Eey bt the [sime [ahswer? [[S[the
son luho lisn’tlclirious lalso la/ rasha ?!

The [Vilna[ Gaon lexplains  that [Hoth [ get [ the [shme [answer [i$ [Because [when the rashalrhakes ! his
statement, lule |db [nbt [réspond [t [him, lule [tiirn [t [the lithpressionable lybung [child [that lis[nbt [yét glestioning
and [téll [him [that [“this  (the [paschal lamb, [the matzahlahd marror)” [was [Why[God [tbok [us [out.[[Had [the
rasha béen [there, [he [would [nbt [have (been [rédeemed. [ [We db [nbt @spond 't the rasha.

Youlsée [this Bbproach tdwards|the rasha gready fdom [the [Torah. [[@ontrast [the Bresentation lof [the
answer 16 the rasha lwlith [the [ahswer [t [the (other [three [sbns.

The lahswer té [the rasha ig Bfeserlted ab[fdllows:
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Youshall @y, litlisthe @issover sacrifice|td God, lwho Bbssed \ober the lhbuses of [the [Children lof lIsrael lid
Egypt 'when|He Hagued Ebypt, lahd lobir lhbuses He lsaved.

The lahswer [td [tHe lother [tHree [sbns B@esented as[fdllows:
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Youlshall @y 't @Dur son, e lwlere slaves [td [Pharaoh lin Ebypt, lahd[God tdok ub lolit [flom Ebypt with a)
mighty [hhnd.
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Youlshall @y (td | him, [with Egrong |hand |God [tbok ublolit B‘Egypt, from [the [hbuse B‘andage.
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Tell @aur sonloh [that Eﬂy @ying, for this|God|did for me when [Was Eommg Eb-t B‘Ebypt.

What i the [distinction [ between | the mresentation [of[the ahswer tb[the rashalversus|alllthe other
children? [[By [the [other (three [children [the [Torah linstructs [uk [tb [tell [“Your [sbon”, [blit [Whenitlcomes [tb [the
rasha, the [Torah lohly[says, [“You [shall [sdy” bt dbes [nbt [idform [t [whom [we [ate [speaking! [[The [réason
is[bbcause lule [ate [speaking [td [durselves [(br [when ihpressionable @)ung children [ate[present ahd [hear|the
comments of [the rasha, lwe[speak [tb[them). [When lobir [Jhidaism lis [challenged, [nbt anestly [qliestioned, lwe
dorot|eben Qtempt [t E&spond 't [the Ehallenger, [but [welneed [tb[shore mp [dur | faith, [ahd [ that [ of [those
whom Hay [bé laffected @ his [pteposterous statements.

From the[Torah[and [ ffom[the Haggadah (e seel that[wedre not Ehpposed 'tb maspond [tb[the
rasha.[[But @hy bt @y? [[We (hhve [nbthing|td Idse! [[What hhppened [td kiruv ([ [Iewish [olitreach?

The [answerlis[d Eascinating Esychological fact. [If (& Berson lid[ dot Bpen _thinded; [if [He[Hasan
agenda [and [is [dot monestly @uestioning [ [[lthen whatever E«L’sponse mou Brovide [ Will Be [ convolutedintola
proof|that ke id|correct. [[Ilhave lekperienced [this Hlarly [times, lahd [Itdust @)u [have [as [well. [We [have [alldt
tolldse [when [ule @fy [t [réspond [t [sbmeone [who lid Bhgry, [for lekample, [because [he isnbt thinking [straight,
and [Will Mkely Eby mlings [that[He [will [1ter Elagret. [[Bor [this[reason, chazalltelllus (Avos[4:18)[dotltb
attempt tb Bbpease [sbmeone [while [he id Bhgry. [The [sAme @bes fbr Eﬂerson 'who hhs[ah Ebenda. [When
we (hearal “uestion” [that [begins [With [the [word, [“Why”, [blit id [ clearly [alstatement, [ahd [not [ah [attempt [td
discover Liruth, [ e[ should notdespond.[ [ Wel should [ act[as| Rav[ Chaim [Voloshiner L did [and[ dalmly,
comfortably [shile. [ [[Comfortable [with [ dur [ religion, [confident [in [its[ requirements [and [ dertain [df [its [ truth.
Otherwise, lue|risk the cteationof [al convoluted Broof for [the B"lallenger, lahd [wle [slicceed Bhly lin Elaking it
more |difficult for [this [pbor [fdllow [td [fihd [God [ahd [the [truth.

This lid|the [Torah’s [ presentation [régarding [How [t [réspond [t [ah [agenda | 1aden [“question”. [[From
it, we [ldarn [hHow!to Eéspond [when|ule|are [faced [with[slich [allstenario. | [However, [1think [wle [also (need [td
take[another [1ésson [from it [fbr [ durselves, [damely, [ue [need [t6 [thake [slire we [dre [always[akking[Honest
questions, lahd E&arching [fr [the tduth. [[There [ate [fdur [sbns; [fdur [ldvels [of [ulisdom, lahd [ohe lid [al rasha. [[We
should Blways U_gleep lah Bpen [rhind [ahd [akk [honest Ehestions [Tt [ réflects | dur [ cbnfidence lin [the [tduth [of
the [ Torah. [ [We [Have [nbthing tbféar, [nb[gliestion [will [eber muly [challenge Lol [réligion [ [[hever [Has, [nkver

will.




