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The parsha opens with the command to 
light the Menora, “Behaalotcha et haneirot.”  
Behaloscha means when you raise the 
lights. Rashi explains that the kohen was 
commanded to hold his fire to the wick until 
the flames of the Menora rose up. It can be 
interpreted to mean when you rise up to the 
Menora. There were stairs in front of the 
Menora upon which the kohen would stand 
and prepare the wicks. What is the 
significance of the stairs and why does the 
parsha write about preparing the wicks 
instead of lighting them?

The Be’er Yosef explains that stairs 
represent preparation before we can light 
the Menora. They also signify wisdom and 
Torah learning. Although the manager of a 
property may know the property better than 
its owner, he is still not the owner. Similarly, 
a person can have knowledge of Torah, but 
if he does not have proper middot, he does 
not have the qualities necessary to own 
Torah. 

The three steps of the Menora symbolize 
three critical middot that we need to 
develop in ourselves. The mishna in Avot 
says, “One who has a good eye, a humble 
temperament, and a lowly spirit is a disciple 
of Avraham.” The Be’er Yosef notes, based 
on the Shelah, that these three middot 
parallel the three evil traits that take a 
person out of this world: jealousy, lust, and 
honor. Aharon Hakohen embodied the 
three good middot. When Moshe attained 
the leadership position that he was in line 
for, he was happy in his heart, and 
displayed no jealousy. He humbled himself 

to make peace between people. A lowly 
spirit refers to curbing desire. When the 
anointing oil was poured on Aharon, he did 
not benefit from it but rather understood that 
his position was given to him by Hashem. 
So on a symbolic level, when the kohen 
ascended the steps of the menora, he was 
teaching us that if one wants to attain Torah 
and chochma one must first work on becom-
ing a baal middot.

We can also find these three models in the 
parsha. The first group of zekeinim (elders) 
was decimated because of gaava.  When 
they saw a vision of Hashem they turned it 
into an egotistical experience and utilized it 
for self aggrandizement.  In contrast, the 
new second group of zekeinim was the 
former Jewish taskmasters in Egypt who 
refused to beat their fellow Jews and instead 
took the beatings upon themselves. 
Greatness stems from feeling the pain of 
others, and they personified the nefesh 
shefeila, humble spirit. Therefore they 
merited that the Divine spirit rested upon 
them. 

Ayin yafah is the converse of envy. Eldad 
and Meidad excelled in this midda. Hashem 
commanded seventy two elders to come to 
the Mishkan. A lottery would determine 
which of them would join the new group of 
seventy zekeinim. Eldad and Meidad 
decided to step out on their own to save 
their fellow counterparts from humiliation. 
Hashem rewarded them with prophecy in 
the camp, while the other zekeinim only 
received prophecy near the Mishkan. 

How does one reach this level of taking 

pleasure in other person’s happiness and 
rejoicing in their success? Rabbi Twersky 
explains that just as Hashem is absolute 
unity, all neshamot are one. We are 
separate only because we are physical. To 
the extent that we give priority to the spiritual 
aspect of our being, we become one with 
others.

Moshe Rabbeinu represents the ruach 
nemucha.  Most people view themselves as 
an entity, but if they would come in contact 
with Hashem as Moshe did, they would 
realize that they were nothing compared to 
the enormity and immenseness of their 
Creator. Gaava is distorted self perception 
where a person craves honor to assure 
himself that he is a worthwhile person. This 
desire can never be fulfilled. A person must 
realize that he possesses a soul that is a 
vehicle of holiness. Humility says, I am great 
but I can become even greater. Gaava says, 
this is what I’ve accomplished. I am finished. 

The three steps of the menora represent the 
three major steps in life. The candles symbol-
ize the soul of man. Their preparation 
corresponds to working on ourselves to 
become spiritual beings. Our challenge is to 
stop for a moment and look at ourselves as 
that candle. Life is about working on our 
middot. We have to ask ourselves, are we 
working on preparing the candles, are we 
advancing up the three steps of having a 
lowly spirit, running away from honor, and 
being sensitive to others? If indeed we are, 
than we are accomplishing what Hashem 
meant us to achieve when he placed us on 
this earth. 
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