Zman Matan Torah:

Our Name is Yoset,
Not Joe

Rabbi Yitzchak Cohen

Rosh Yeshiva, RIETS

In our tefillos we refer to Shavuos as zman masan toraseinu, the time of the giving of the Torah.
Our reaction to Hashem giving of the Torah to the Jewish people was expressed in the statement
of naaseh v'nishma, we will do and hear. The Ohr Hachaim points out that every Jew that
witnessed the giving of the Torah spontaneously answered naaseh v'nishma without consulting
their friends or family or even forming a committee to first look into the pros and cons of
accepting the Torah. Every individual accepted and answered naaseh v'nishma with a full
commitment and were compared to the angels, as stated in the gemara:

Rabbi Elazar said: when the Jewish people said “we will DR WATRAW AYW DTYIR 27 N
do” before “we will hear”, a bas kol (voice from heaven) M 37 7ONRY PP N2 aNY vawI vyl
came out and said “who revealed to my children this secret | TWHANWR NIWT *IX70W AT 17 2127 72°)
that the administering angels use, as it says (Tehillim PIXM '11372 (3p ©°77n) 1°N37 M
103:20) bless Hashem, his angels, mighty in strength, that 1727 21P2 yRW? 1727 WY 11 2123
do His will to hear the voice of His word”. 12 N7 naw naon
Shabbos 88a

We see true d’veikus, cleaving, and love of Hashem on the part of every individual through their
statement of naaseh v'nishmah. One could ask that when the Jewish people stood by Har Sinai to
accept the Torah, it says (Shemos 19:17) that they stood literally under the mountain, which is
interpreted by the gemara as a reference to being forced to accept the Torah, and it was not just a
voluntary act. In fact, the gemara describes the scene:

God suspended the mountain over [the Jewish people] L3030 70 DR 27°hY KT N2 WITRE 9

like a barrel, and said “if you will accept the Torah, it ,220172 - 7IN7 2°22PN ONK OR (07 K

will be good, and if not, there will be your burial place.” .D3NTN3P RAN QW - W7 DX

Shabbos 88a J1D 07 naw noon
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The midrashim explain that the statement of naaseh v'nishmah only applies to Torah sheb’ksav,
the written Torah, whereas the gemara is referring to the Torah sheb’al peh, the Oral Torah,
which required coercion on the part of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. This coercion on the Torah sheb’al
peh was only necessary until the time of Mordechai and Esther, where at the conclusion of the
events of Purim, when the Jewish people escaped complete annihilation, the Megilla records
kiymu v’kiblu’, they willingly accepted all parts of Torah, including the Torah sheb’al peh.

One could ask how it was the Jewish people didn’t accept the Oral Torah at Har Sinai. For
instance, the Torah says “W& 17¥2n &7”, do not burn a fire [on Shabbos], which is intererpeted
by the gemara to prohibit giving the death penalty on Shabbos. Did the Jewish people only
accept this at face value, which would mean they didn’t have any fires burning on Shabbos, and
no stoves cooking food on Shabbos at all? It is inconceivable that the Jewish people were on the
level of karaaites and tzedukim, who refused to accept any part of Torah sheb’al peh.

Rav Leib Bakst zt”] explains that all the parts of Torah sheb’al peh that did not require a great
amount of deep analysis and were easily understood were accepted by the Jewish people at
Har Sinai. One cannot separate Torah sheb’ksav and Torah sheb’al peh, as they are all one
unit, and were accepted together. There are, however, areas of Torah sheb’al peh which
require a tremendous amount of effort and delving into in order to understand. This was the
part of Torah sheb’al peh that the Jewish people were forced to accept through Hashem
holding the mountain over their heads.

The Tanchuma indicates this unique quality of Torah sheb’al peh.

For only those that love Hashem with all their heart, soul [71D S¥aw 77IN] AR T2 PRY 957
and possessions can study [ Torah sheb’al peh] as it says “you 922112% 922 77"2p0 2MIRW M KR
shall love Hashem your God with all your heart, all your soul "7 X N27RT 'RIW 1IN 2221 W3

9521 qWwa1 9221 7225 902 PR
PRY 727 70K P37 ,(Y 22127) TTRG
7 IRT,TIAPN WO ROR T 20K
WK PRI 0°I277 1M PINR 2000
77 77 OR) 7229 5V a1 I 0N
DNV IR 2T 2977 Y RITW 7IN0N

and all your possessions.” From where do we know that this
love refers to study? See what it says afterwards “and these
things that I command you shall be on your heart” and what
is that? This is study, and what study is on the heart? We
would say “and you shall teach your children” this is study

which requires sharpness. The first parsha of krias shma does TT%Y W TR TS9N T 729
not refer to reward in this world, as the second parsha does, YYD 73 PR WP AWK WY
“and I will bring rains in their time”, [the first parsha] refers | 71w aw13 WA 17w 770w 10D
to the reward for doing mitzvos but without learning Torah, WA NN A WHYD YIAY OR T
and in the second parsha it is written “with all your heart X"D) NI1¥M PO OW NN AT 00X
and with all your soul” and doesn’t mention “and with all , TN PPOW PRV (2N33W 77N

9521 0322% 922 772 2200 71w o
77175 0278 952 203 K71 Dowol
2127 1R AV W MR D 90w
VX 72 wOw 9% 9"'Yaw 77N TIDS
XY DI 177270 WA AW TN T

your possessions” to teach that anyone that loves wealth and
pleasure can’t study Torah sheb’al peh, for it requires great
effort and lack of sleep, and there are those that waste
themselves away on it, and therefore its reward is in the world

7 The Torah Temima points out that it should have been written kiblu v’kiymu. Since the word kiymu comes first,
there must have been a previous kabalah before Purim, namely by Har Sinai.
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to come. 2"7y% 770w 1nn %% 1YY
Midrash Tanchuma Noach 3 3 IA%0 71 WD RP™ITAN wWATH

This midrash is a proof as to why Torah sheb’al peh wasn’t fully accepted at Har Sinai, since it
requires a full commitment of love and dedication to Torah and Hashem.

One should still ask why Torah was given in such a manner of force in reference to Torah sheb’al
peh. Why couldn’t the Jewish people accept everything at the very outset with the words of
naaseh v'nishmah?

The gemara even asks that since the Jewish people were forced to accept the Torah, this gives an
excuse for one not to observe the mitzvos in a proper manner. The gemara says:

From here is a great claim on the Torah. RNPTIRD 727 XYM IRON
Shabbos 88a .12 7 Daw nodn
Rashi explains:

For if you are called to judgment as to why you DNRAPW % aNn R KD A2 PP 01N ORY
didn’t fulfill what you accepted, there is an LO1R2 MPAPW ,A2WN 0% W1 - 020
answer, that it was accepted against our will.

The gemara continues and says that the answer to the claim is that in the time of Purim the
entire Torah was accepted willingly by the entire Jewish people. Still, why was it necessary for
the Torah to be accepted in two steps?

Torah as the Blueprint of the World

The entire world was created to give us the opportunity to lead our lives under the observance of
Torah and mitzvos. Everything in this world was created to follow the word of Hashem. For
example, lulavim and esrogim were created for the sole purpose of being used for mitzvos on
Sukkos. The desire to sin through the yetzer harah was only created so that we should be able to
fight that inclination and follow mitzvos instead. The laws of the Torah control our lives.

All our actions in our performances of mitzvos are all part of nature which is a part of Torah.
Torah preceded the world. Chazal tell us Bereishis bara Elokim means that Hashem created the
world for the sake of Torah which is called reishis, the ultimate.

We are all aware that on this earth, things such as climate, weather conditions, daily earthly
functions and even life and death are not in the control of man. These daily events are placed
upon us and are considered against our will, as we are taught (Pirkei Avos 4:22) that we live and
die against our will.

The idea that Torah sheb’al peh was forced upon us is meant to indicate to the Jewish people that
Torah is a part and parcel of daily life. We are prepared and willing to accept all daily natural
events regardless of our own desires. The Torah was forced upon us to reinforce the notion that
Torah is built into the workings of the world. The world is a model of the Torah. Just as we
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accept life which was thrust upon us without our agreement, we accept Torah even when it was
presented to us in a coercive manner.

On Shavuos, Rav Yosef would say “prepare for me a three "9 972 MR RNIRYT X212 A0 2
year-old calf.” And he would say “if not for the effects of this RV ORIT KD R 1K .RN2N K9
day, how many people named Yosef are there in the market?” PRPIWI KK A0 101,073 KPT
Pesachim 68b 0 N7 Q0D Nadn

Rav Yosef wanted and requested to eat very fancy foods on Shavuos, for this day was a very
joyous one. Rav Yosef was convinced, as we should be, that if it were not for the kabalas haTorah
on Shavuos, we would not be any different than the rest of the human race.

Rashi explains:

If it were not for this day: that I learned Torah and grew to TN NTAW KM INRT IRD ON
greatness, there are many people in the marketplace named PIY2 7277 2°WIR °77 - NRnInn
Yosef, and what would be the difference between me and them? .01°2% 512 721,701 1w

The kabalos haTorah of Shavuos not only differentiated us from the rest of the world but also
elevated us. The words we recite in our prayers in numerous places, 2°2V77 951 112 T2 WK, that
Hashem chose use from all the nations, is in reference to Torah, Shabbos and Yom Tov. A non-
Jew is forbidden to learn Torah or keep the Shabbos, since these mitzvos differentiate us.

Our names are not John or Joe. We are Yosefs, proudly continuing the names and actions to
emulate our forefathers. Take advantage of this Shavuos to utilize our time and efforts in a
fashion of Torah-observant Jews.

31

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY « SHAVUOT TO-GO * SIVAN 5770



