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When|wle late [fikst lintroduced [td [the Bersonality lahd mqique Ehalities lof [Ylaakov Avinu, lwle [ate [tdld
that [“Yaakov|wlas al tam Barl, @Nelling lid [the [ténts @en. 25:27 ).” [[Rashi @(plains thetérm tamtmean
that(hk [ulas Qraight  forward. [[Als Bpposed 'tb|Eisav wholulas [al master Hxanipulator, [Yaakov/|was [nbt Bﬁept
at Hickery. [His hkart/ahd [mouth [were lohe. [ [T would B{Jpear that [Yiaakov [ulas E@aturally @raight forward,
truthful lindividual.

Lest lohe [think [that [this [characteristic [of [Yaakov ulas Ebrrupted later lin [his llife, [the Midrash Rabah
(Vilna [edition parshah (70 [number [7) [rélates ah lincident [where [al certain [nbon [ Jewish [féllow [abked [Rebbi
Meir, “Do @)u [nbot mhaintain [that [Yaakov[was Ebmpletely [tduthful, [ak @@ys, [‘Give [ttuth [tb[dacob[(Michah
7:20)'2”

“Certainly.” [ [Responded [Rebbi Meir.

“Butdid [hle [nbt @y, ‘From [whatever [ You EGOd) @ve nhe [1will @ve Youlohe [ténth’? [[But [hk [had
twelve [sbns, lahd Bnly [the [tdibe [of [Llevi [Was [given [tb [God, [he [should [Have [given [al ténth [of [the [rémaining

two!”

The [ Midrash [ does| dn[tb | relate | Rebbil Meir’s | response [in [ defensel df| the [ pure [ truthfulness [ of

Yaakowv.

From [this [Midrash [we [sée that [based Lon [the [verse [in [Michah, [Yaakov lis [viewed [ak [always [télling
precisely [the labsolute [tduth, leben [ldter lid [his life.

ThelMidrash m]'ehillim Bsalm[15 parashah B) lalsol comments|dn [the [verse!in [ Tehillim ml 5:2),
“He [speaks [tduth,” [ab [a/réference [t [Ylaakov.

The | Yalkut! Shimonil (Shelach, remez| 743) Dsays _that [évery tzaddik @rasped [ his Bmique
characteristic, lahd [“Yaakov lgrasped [tuth, [as itlsays, [‘Give (tduth [t [Yaakov'”.

I[hate [td Qﬁy (i, [blut it would [seem [that [sbmeone Bught b @ve [tduth[td [ Yiaakov, [blecause [he [cbuld
sure [ uke [sbme i [this [uleeks par’shah! [1f[Yaakovlis|the Baradigmatic [rhan [ of [tfuth, @hy 'dowe [find [him
outright @ing 't [his[father? [[Eisavlis[cbrrect [ulhen (he @ys, [“Thisid[why bk [id[chlled [Yaakov (4 [réference
tolthe [heal lof [the [fdot)’, because [he [has thipped [me [up (bl [the (hkal [thice [(Gen. [27:36)!”

In[what|would Bbpear, (at fikst, [td bk Q@spera’[e B{tempt 'tb|defend [the [behavior [of [Yiaakov, [Rashi
explains [that Yaakov [nkver lliéd.

When Ylitzchok lasks, [“Who late lybu, [my[son?”
Yaakovrésponds, [“I, [Eisav lybur lfitstborn.”
While [this [mhay [appear [tb bl [ah [dutright lie, [Rashi lekplains [ that it [was [thue, [in [al sénse. [[Yaakov
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meant, [“I @m @aakov], [Eisavlis @Dur fikstborn'.”

When[Yaakov @ays, [“I[Have [done [wWhat @lou [shid [t6 [rhe,” mnplying [that[he [hunted, [captured [ahd
cooked [the [mheal [that [hle [Had [placed [before [Yitzchok, [Rashilekplains [that, [again, [Hothing [was [ false. [ [1fid
true [that [he [had [dbne Eany [things that [Yitzchok (had [tdld [him, lalbeit lat [other [times.

When [Yitzchok, lohe [1dst ltime, [asks, [“Are lybu [my [son [Eisav?”
Yaakov @sponds, 1.

Rashilcomments, “He did [nbt[say, [1lam [Eisav.””

It 'would [séem [from [Rashilthat [Yaakov [nkver lohce llied.

Is  this [ dxplanation [ df Rashi Batisfying? [[[At[the [énd [ df[ the Bay, _the [ihtent[ of [ Yaakov!i$ [ that
Yitzchok [should lunderstand his lwords |t [mean @)mething else! [[dlist because [we [can [construe [the [words [of
Yaakov in [stich [aluay (that [they [ate [tue [statements, [Yitzchok [cbrtainly [did [not lunderstand [them [that [ulay,
and fdr [gbod [réason [[ [Maakov wlas Hying [t [dbceive [him! [[Vaakovis @ing, [because (e lid[manipulating his
words td bk @aeeptive! [$b [the @Jestion rémains, lwhere lis[this Bhre [tduth [of [Yaakov?

One lwonders|in @aneral, @hy lis[Yiaakov Btempting [t [tdick [Yitzchok? [ [Rivka [chlls [t Yaakov ahd
insists [ that [ He [ réceive [ the mlessings [ftom [Yitzchok Lih [this [manner. [ [Maakov i3 [concerned [ that [He [will [He
discovered, blit [Rivka réassures him. [[This lis[nbt Yiaakov’s lidea lat [all, [Rivka lwlas [the [mastermind. [[$he [had
received Hmrophecy [flom[Sheim [ahd [Eiver [that [the [elder [lill [serve [the Ezbunger (Gen.[25:23),[ahd [she
feltlobliged [to [ehsure lits [fulfillment. [T lwould [appear [that [she [nkver [rélated [this Bfophecy (t [Yitzchok.

Rav|Dessler [ (Vol. [ 1 mage (94) Boints [dut [that [we [ake [used [tb Ebfining the [“truth” [a5 [What Eéally
happened, or [What[ we [really [ think, [hile [ “falsehood” [ refers [ tb [ thisrepresentation. [ [Flowever, [d[ thore
accurate [definition [df [“truth” [i$ [ “what [God [Wants”. [ [Ultimately, [absolute [ truth [i$ [whatever [God [ desires.
Therefore, [When [the [Torah lihstructs [uk [t [misrepresent [dl situation, [doing[sb i [cbnsistent [ with [the [tuth.
For @xample, the [Talmud | (Yevamos 65b) [tells [us| that!it!/id Bermitted, \drleben al mitzvah[to Hlisrepresent
something for [the Hurpose lof shalom.[[Wesée permission td Bisrepresent [t [further shalom, [flom [the [fact
that, [after [Yaakov ulas [buried, [Yosef's [brothers [told [him [tHat [their [father [had [cobmmanded [Yosef [td forgive
them [(Gen. 50:17). [This [was nbt [thue, (blut [they [said it|td [assure [peaceful [rélations i [the [fAmily. [[We [sée
a mitzvah!|tb Bﬁisrepresent [fbr shalom, | ffomthe!fact!|that[When| Shmuellthe Erophet [Was!instructed [ tb
anoint[David [as [the [nkxt King of (the [Jews, [hk [wlas[concerned [that ifldiscovered, [this [would [be [viewed (a5 a!
rebellion against King [Saul, lahd [he [ulould [be [ekecuted. [[God [then [idstructs [Shmuel [t llie [ab [t [the [réason
for [ His | arrival, Lso [ that [ He [ will Ldot [ Be [ suspect.[ [[We [ dlso [Know | that| God [ Hlimself [ thisrepresented [ the
comments of [Sarah [uhen He [rélated [them [t [Avraham, (b [Idaving [out [her [statement [that [Avraham [id[old.

1. Thelallditionalltérm [“firstborn” [id m'mecessary, after|all, [there [was B’lly [one[Elsav, [sb Boviously [if[his [nhme [is[Elisav, [then[hk [iltthe [fitstborn
of [Witzchok. [[Why [did Waakov féel [itlnkcessary [t [ad [“Your [firstborn”. [[The [ahswer li [that itllehabled [him [t [be [mhaking [alttue [statement,
“Ilan [1,[Hisavlid @aur [firstborn”.
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Inthese Qtuations, [the [statements [ulere @lse, %ey [ulere @as, Iblut[oh [the [other @md, Eey [wlere|the [correct
behavior id [the @es lof [God.

1f [sb, [Whenever e [are [doing [d[behavior [desired [by [God, [we [ afe [flirthering [ “truth, ” [despite [ahy
perceived [ “falsehood” Lihvolved. [ [[When [ dne [sees| d [ Bride[ thatli§ [dot[ particularly [ dttractive, [ Bais [ Hillel
instructs [us [nonethelesstd declare Ebr, [“Beautiful lahd Hleasarlt M(esubos 1 7a).” |[This [frthers [the [desire
of[God [tHat [there bk Broper shalom @ayis. 180 Haspite the [fact[that [the [statement id BHisrepresentation of
thefacts, [the [behavior id tHe [“truth.”

Rivka had E@ophecy thatdklineated [the @oper Havelopment lof [the [world. [[The [older [shall [sérve
the @ounger.” [ Tol further| the [ fruth, [ she instructed [ Yaakov| {o Bnisrepresent [himself [ {o| Yitzchok.
Apparently, [this[wWas the Bnly @ay tb @) labout Broducing  thedesired [ résult.| [Therefore, [the [behavior [of
Yaakov lin [this [context (wlas[the [“truth.” [[Ilist like [ohe lis[plrmitted, lof [obliged [t [misrepresent [sbmething [t
produce shalom, [soltbo it was mermitted [for[ Yaakov! tblie, lin [ drder|tb| firther [ the [desire| df[ God, [ als
expressed lid[the @ophecy 't [Rivka.

Based Ldn [this, [ We [dow [Wonder mlhy [Yaakov | Hothered [tb [1égitimize [ His [ Words! ? [ [if[Was mruly
permitted [t lié, lbecause [that [ulas[the [dbsire lof (God, lulhy [did [he [need [td @stify @/ery 'word (ab [thue?

My [Rebbi, Rav|Aharon [Kahn, [provided [the [fdllowing lidsight.

The [Talmud m{evamos ESa) relatesthat [Rav [was [nharried [td [l woman [who [would [flustrate [him.
When [hk [ulould @zquest allcértain(dish [for[dinner, [she [would Erepare 'whatever[cbuld Blossibly bk Berceived
aslthe [ekact Bpposite. [ [When his [son, @hiya, 'wasold @mugh tbréalize [this, [he @egan @lating his|fathers
request as the Bbposite, 's6 [that [his [mother would @epare \whatRav @ally 'wanted.

Rav lcommented [t [Ghiya, [“You khow, Ihma lid gtting [bétter!”
“Actually, [1tdld [her lybu wanted [the lopposite...” [Chiya llét loh [that it wlas [attually [his [dbing.

“Why L didn’t L] think [ 6f [ that?” [Wondered [ Rav. [ [$Nonetheless, | youl should [ ot Behave Lih Lthis
manner, [as | the [verse [statesin [ctiticism [of [the [Jews, Eﬁ"hey lakcustomed [ their E)ngues [t Ebeak falsehood
(Jer.[9:4).”

Oneluonders @hy |Ravldidn't @uote the [verse [ ftom|the [Torah, [“Youl shall [distance @)urself flom
falsehood mixodus 123:7 )2” Las| thelsburce [ df[ the @rohibition Ltolie? mhy |did [He Guote lalverse| from

Jeremiah?

The [Maharsha [dnswers [ that[ since it [ was| permitted | tb[lie [ih [ this [ dontext, [ the [ prohibition [ was
inapplicable. [ [What[Rav|was [ téaching His[sbn,[Chiya, [uas  that [despite [the [ Jermitted [ Hature [df [ the [dct,

2. Whilelak[fist @ance, [bhsed [oh[the [cbntext[dhe B}ight Ehggest [that this [vbrse lis[directed [a ﬁdges, [ahd[dbes|not[serve [ak erohibiﬁon [fbr
the lindividual, [sée [how [Bais[Shammai utilize [it]lid [Kesubos [ 17ain [résponse [té [Bais Hille!’s [claim [that [ohe [should [lie [about [the [beauty [of [a]
bride.
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whenlohe lliés, lhe [habituates (himself [té [falsehood. [[Al[lié becomeseasier. [TH1dses lits [taboo [status.

Now [ule[can [uhderstand [Rashi. [[Rashilisnbt Eﬂaspera’[e Btempt 'td|réconcile [ Yiaakov'scomments
with [the [tduth. [[Yaakov was @ing, 'he [was misrepresenting (himself [tb [his [ father. [ [However, [ak [pointed [olut
by chazal, [Yaakov!is|the [paradigmatic [nhan [of [ttuth. [ [He [therefore [mhisrepresented [himself [t  flirther [the
ultimate [tuth lof [God’s ulill, [bhit [simultaneously [assured [himself [the [nhaintenance [of his [sénsitivity [t6 [thuth [by
justifyingleVery [word (ak ultimately [tdue [a§ [wlell. [He [réfused [td risk [hhbituating [himself [tb falsehood, [despite
the Boligatory [nature [of [his [mhisrepresentative [attions. [ [ Therefore, [he [ekpressed Bvery [word it H@ay [that
was |also [the [tduth. [[Thisigthe lektent of [tiuth [for [ah ish [ha [ dmes, [alman of [thuth.




