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Animal shcrifice [i$ [sbmething [tb [which [ue [find lit [increasingly [ difficult [t6 [ rélate. [ [Since [ the[destruction [ df [the
Templelin [the [year[ 70, [the [Jewish [people [Have [served [ God [without [sacrificing [ the [lives [ of [His [ creatures, [ahd [we [ have
become [sb [résolved [t [this prroach, [that [when [cbnfronted [With [the [words [ of [the @ambam1 E{ating [that[when [Moshiach
arrives (we [will [algain[sacrifice [ahimals lin [the [ Temple, lit ehgenders [ah [uncomfortable féeling i [résponse. [[Forlthisréason
alone, [Ilbelieve ittb bk lidcumbent lupon [ubtd [attempt [td [uhderstand [the [purpose [ahd [mheaning lunderlying lahimal sacrifice.
For [ dow, [ 1l would [like b [limit [ dur [ discussion[tbthe korban Besach. Dﬂ/hy [dre[ Welcommanded[tb Brmually Baughter [d

sheep?

Aside[flom [this @D,neral lidsue, [the korban Besach, @rhaps [more [than Bhy [other [sacrifice, [hbs Houbling [details|ahd
presentation. Dﬁelow late [blt [a] fdw.

Welateltold [(Exodus[12:48[49), [“And [when alconvert [will lconvert lahd [bfing[al pesach [for[God, [he[shall[have
all[his[rhales [ circumcised, [ahd [then [He Bnay [cbmelclosetd mring [if; [ and [He [shall [be [like [all citizen [of [the [land, [and B\/ery
uncircumcised [hale [shall [not [eht [ftom [if. [ [There [shall (be [dne Torahfor [the [citizen [ahd [ the[cbnvert [that [ comes[tb [dwell
within lybu.”

What!is[being [added [by [the [phrase, [“and [He [ shall [be [like [allcitizen Lof [the [1dnd”? [Burthermore, Lidn’t[if obvious
that|Jews [ahd[converts [have 16 [fdllow [the [shme Torah?

Rashiin [tlvo L different Blaces2 Guotes lthe Midrash E\Jggesting _that [We m')ight [Have miought _that @very Ldonvert,
subsequent [tb [His [cbnversion, mnmediately M’ings [d korban mesach. [[Therefore, [welate[tdld, [that [Helid mlst llike Bny [other
citizen, Land thereis[dne Torah, @aching Lus[that Ehst like [d[Horn Ldew Bnly mrings lthe korban Besach Ldnlthe[14th[df
Nissan, [sb ltdo [the [cbnvert.

What alfantastic %ought! Dﬂ/hy lwould [weeben [consider [the Elossibility lof [al convert @inging la] korban ELesach lin
December, [or [alrdndom Bhy lin Ele? ([ Aftter all, lits [the Baschal (ldmb, [which[id[the [sherifice for Pesach. Dﬁ/hy [would [slich[al
thought leber lobcurtd us?

The Ebry [shme [vbrse [also [télls [us [that [ah [uhcircumcised [male Enay [not @artake Lof[the [sherifice. DE)bviously, that
includes (allnon Dew, [who lis[defined [ak[uhcircumcised. D}Eet, [the Torahlalsolinstructs uk [not [t [allow[al Ben[ Neichar [t [eht
fromthe korban BesachB. [[What @xactly id al Ben [Neichar? [[The lliferal [tfanslation is [“hn @stranged [son”. [Tlo [whom [dbes
this [réfer? [[lchnnot [mean [alnbn Dew, [bbcause [ule [tdld [elsewhere [that [the [uhcircumcised @ay [nbt[eht [flom [itl [[8b it mhust
mean |2l circumcised [ thale [that i3 [Honetheless @tranged. [[For [this | rkason, [Onkelus tfanslates [ the Ehrase [tb [mean[alJew
who [has @jected [God.[[Rashi B{plains lit/ this @ay [a5 [wlell.

At first Blance (this halachahlis mery [difficult[tb [understand. irstly, (e are[told [tb maproach [d[ féllow [Jew! for
violating [the [laws of [the Torah, li[the [verse, [“Youshall [slirely [rébuke [ybur [féllow [(Lev.[19:17).” [[Hlid[clear [ffom [this [ldw
that[we [db [nbt [desire [t [obtracize [elen [onhe [whoid [allsinner. Dﬁacondly, leben [ifllule [wWould lekcommunicate [ah [individual [for
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his [réjection lof [the Torah, [that|dbes nbtekempt him [flom mitzvos! [[d [séveral [placeslin[the Talmud4, [Rav/Huna idlquioted
as Bying [that @E@rson [sinnedahd @peated [thesin, [i becomes Earmitted. [[The Talmud Bﬁmediately [abks, [“Is @Bossible
that[al'sin [should [become Bermitted? »[[Rather, litt (his[nhind [it| becomes a5 iflif wWere Bermitted. [[Ourleil lidclination @joys
this[attitude. [[The [story lid[tdld [of [all cbrtain [idreligious [Jew [who [found [himself [at [the [table [of [the [Vilna [Gaon. [[The [fllow
tookahapple [ffom the [table [ahd [was about [tb ekt [ffom it without [first [réciting [al blessing. ([Whenthe [Gaon [shwthis, [He
immediately [reminded [him [t [rbcite [the mlessing. [[The [féllow prarently mzsponded [that [He [does sb mnany [sins, [this[dne
won'tleben matter. [[The [Gaon [pbinted lolit [t [him [that [he [wlill [be [held [atcountable [for [the (other [sins [he [mentioned, [a [well
as!this[ohe. [ [list [because Haerson lid Egnner, [does bt Ehange [his E&sponsibilities [t6 [his[cteator! Dﬁvery [mhoment [ of [our
lives!id B&ique Bpportunity 't [fbster[olir Eélationship [With [the [Master [of [the [Universe. [So @hy lid[the Elstranged [Jew ot
allowed to [partake [of [the korbanpesach?

Another Briking halachah lis(the mitzvahdf Pesach[Sheini.[[We [ake [tbld (i [Numbers[9:1 1 [that!if[ah[ihdividual
was [prevented [ffom [blingingthe korban|pesach, [he [should [bring!itl ohe [month Iter. [[Since [when [does [ohe gkt allsecond
chanceltd @rform [al mitzvah?

It Ebrtainly li§ [ fbrtunate that [ dne @ets Ldllskcond [chance for [ this mitzvah, [However, [because [the Ebnsequence Lof
failing 1o [bting the [paschal ldmbid kares. (While there [ate [vhrious lekplanations las[td [what lekactly [this lehtails [ (losing[ohe’s
share in the [next [world, [His [ children [dying in [his lifetime, Letc. ), [nbne Lof [them [ate [insignificant [t [say [the 1dast! What id
remarkable lid|that [there late [ohly [two [positive [cbmmandments that lif ohe [fails [t [perform [them, [the [cbnsequence i kareis.
Circumcision lahd korban Besach. Mpparently, this mitzvahid @ally @portant. [Ttsb, lwhat [idith anificance?

In[fact, [ there[ arel fwol fimes[ & @ear [ that L all[ &f[ thel Jewish U’eople ﬂormally [ fecite,| ¥Leshanah| habaah
beYerushalayim ([Thext lyéar lid [Jerusalem.” [Onelid Yom Kippur ahd lthe [other lis[at [the [ehd [of [the Haggadah, [oh the [night
of lthe seder. Dﬁ/hy [these [tdo Bhghts? y [Rebbi, [Rav|Aharon Kahn p"»be, llikes [td @(plain that [oh [these [tdo B}ights lof [the
year, [the [bhsic[sérvice [of [God lid Bﬂissing. [On Yom @ippur [we have nb Kohen|GadollahdIro seirim, [theebsential [shcrifices
of [the [dhy. [[On Pesach lule lhhvenb korban [pesach.

But [what’s[the [big[dkal?

Let’s @egin [\bith Shabbos| HaGadol.[ [The Shabbos Enmediately @rior [tb Pesachli[ referred[tblds Shabbos
HaGadol, [the Ebreat [Sabbath”. [[WWhatlid[sb @eat labout lif? [[The Tur’ Bxplains [that [the @gyptians @orshipped (the B’leep,
or, merhaps Lthore Gccurately, (the [ donstellation[ Aries. [[On [the tenth [df Nissan, [Wwhich[Was[d Shabbos|the @ear [of[the
exodus, [the [Jews[ere[ dommanded[tb[skt[akside [d B’leep, [ahd [bind L[ tb [ their @eds, [td [ehsurethat [if [ Would [dot [ihcur 2
blemish. D]ﬂnagine [the [scene, [all[the [ Jews Ebrrying, [or @ading Bheep [dround [ tb [ their [ Homes, [and @ing [them [tb ! their
bedposts. mpon @eing [this[bizarre [stene, [the @gyptian’s [abk the [Jews [uhat Eley ake Bbing.

“Hey, [Jew, [what [ate [ybuldbing [with [those [sheep?”

“Who [mhe? [[Oh, [nbothing, [we’re ljust [binding [them [t [our [bedposts [s6 [that it won’t gkt [alblemish, [bbcause [in [four
days [ere @onna (killlit, shmear!if’s blood [alllover [dur Hoorposts lahd [ eatif mp. Dﬂﬂzally ldve 1amb Ehops. Dﬂ]hy ldo @bu

ask?”

Welchn Bﬂy E’lagine lthe Qﬁger lahd [hatred [that the @gyptians Imust [have B{perienced [When Eey [discovered [that
their Eod [uas[about [tb bk @ublicly [defiled my 'the [Jews. [ [Nonetheless, [God mre\/ented [them [ ffom [even E&sponding. [Hlid
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because [of [this @'eat [miracle[that [the Shabbos|before Pesachlislchlled ShabbosHaGadol.

One[Wonders @hy [God [ was lidterested id [slich chutzpah. [[Did [the [ Master [of the [Universe [want the [Jews [t [have
alsfiffer [nkcktthen [they had [already? [[ld[btazenness|aldesirable [tfait?

TheRambam B{plains [thisat @ngth lin [his Moreh @evuchimé. ([The Bbly Zohar ltestifies|td [the fact [that When|the
Jews!1&ft @Qypt mney [Were!still miolaters7. Dﬁhey [rhaintained [the Ehperficial Hspects [of[their maditiong, [but mlternally, mney
were mldistinguishable [ffom theidolatrous @gyptians. [The [Jews @mly [believed [in [the Bower Lof[Alries [as [well. [[Since[the
sun!islinAries[during Nissan, lit[wasat[the [Jeak [of [is[rhight. Dﬁpecifically [or [this[réason, (God[cbmmanded [the [ Jews [td
perform ah att [that [they [slirely [thought [would [résult in [cértain [death, [ahd [vét [through [that [act, [their [liVes lulould [be [spared.
Upon slaughteringthe [sheep, [the [Jews [were [t [sprinkle the [blood [oh [their [doorposts. Dﬁvery [Jewish [door [With this (blood
onlitlwas spared flom the [Angel [of [Death. mccording [t [the [Rambam, lthe korban |pesach [was alsacrifice [that lekpressed|al
total [réjection lof [this form of lidolatry, lahd [alcbmmitment [t [the [ohe [thue [God.

Imagine [What!it [rhust [Have [Been like, [What [ donflicts [ thust [Have [ dccurred Lih [their [ thinds [and [Hearts [When m\ey
decided|td @3 @Uough [with[ah (att[of [slicide[td [cbmmit[themselves [td HaShem. ﬂhey @uly [féaredthe Bbwer [of [the Q\eep,
and lyet [they [were [willing [t [defile [it, lih [ah [act [of [dedication lahd [commitment [t [the [ohe [thue [ Greator. it's lattually [rather

inspiring.

With [this, the Sefer @aCI’u’nud’l9 B{plains @hy lalnon [ Believer lid Brohibited [flom @ating lthe korban Besach. ([The
purpose [of [the Bbschal [1ldmb lis[td [serve [a5 Eggn [ahd[alrémembrance [that [at [that Boint lin Bstory [wle [cbmmitted [ourselves
to HaShem, [ahdehtered idtothe [cbvenant [of Torahlahd [thust. [[if[id[therefore linappropriate {or [ah [individual [tb [Jartake
who @presents [the Bpposite [of [that, [ohe [who [denies [the Torah [ahd [tdusts [nbt [id [God.

If[ule [uhderstand [the korban Besach [this @ay, [Ithink [that [ule [chn [ahswer [ail [of [olur H.lestions.

Why [should [we Bmually Baughter Egieep? [[Onthe[nhost [basic [1ével, @very @Ear, [ue [rénew [our [commitment[td
HaShem %rough B(actly (the[shme [vehicle, [at @(actly the [sdme [time, (a5 [olir [ahcestors. [ [We Bbain [rhake [the [statement [that
we [do [dot[bklieve it [the @ower [of[thestars.[ [ [the [thonth [of Nissan, [wWhen[Ariesid|ih Bower, (e [thke Qgieep lahd (we
sacrifice it 16 the [ true @lmighty, Bbain @)rging [allcbvenant [of [belief ahd [ tfust [ih [God. Dﬁoupled [uith[the mitzvah dn|the
seder thtm [t [view [olurselves [ak Bersonally @a\/ing Elgypt, (this lis B%werful Hlessage lindeed.

Why [would it eber [decur [tb [uk [t [stiggest [that [allconvert [should litnmediately [bring [the [Jaschal [1lamb, [ even [if He
convertsid [October? [[The [ahswer [id[bbcausethe korban Besach lis[the [sacrifice lof @jection lof Eolatry lahd [commitment td
the [ohe [tdue [God. [t therefore [makes allot [of [sénse "

We Eready B{plained @hy lalnbn [Heliever lwould [be E’ohibited [flom Ebrtaking (bhsed loh [this Bbproach.

Why id korban Ebsach lsb anificant that the Ebnsequence lid karesahdlohe elen @ats lalsécond [chance lif (e ulas
unable[td @ing [itf? [[1think [that [the [ahswer [is[clear. [[If[ ohe [réfrains [ flom Eécrificing [the korban Besach, [he Ebpears [tb[bk
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denying @/erything (that @@zpresents. [Since [that [ulhich E@zpresents lig[sb ctitical [t [olur @entity as mawslz, lthe B.mishment
for @iling [tb [sherificeifllid kareis, [blut [on [the[dther [Hand, [ifs Bﬂessage lid[sb [ ctitical [that [dne [who [Was[uhable[tb mring [i,
receives lalsécond [chance.

Thisligalso @hy [we @y leshanah [Habaah @Yerusha]ayim at[thelehd [df(the seder.[[Even @nough, Ebpefully, [after
we [ have [rélived [the [story [of [the [ekodus, [the [féeling [ that [We [personally L1éft [Eqypt id[s6 [potent [that [we [burst lout [into [the
singing lof hallel,Inbnetheless, [the [most [vivid B{pression [of [tHe @sulting [commitment lid[absent.

There lare[also [tlvo times H@aar [When[weléat[an E@g. [ [Onelis[at[the [rheal mnmediately Brior [tb Tishah|BAv,
when [we [hourn [the [destruction [of [the ﬁemple, [ahd the [sécondlid[oh[the seder Bhght. [[An Ebg lid[the [fdod [of Emmumern,
andthere [id[al sénse [of Eﬂourning lin [dur seder, blcause [we [ake [uhable [td mﬂly @xpress [olur [dedication[td HaShem [Without
the Eemple.

May [the Eemple [be [rébuilt[sbon lih [our Bbys [sb [that[ue Enay [once Ebain [be [able[td mﬂly Eprress [our[dedication
and1dve[fdr [the[ohe [thue [God.

LeShanah Habaah BeYerushalayim
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