Tbe Copper Laver: Elfbe Women's[Vessel
RabbilEtan Moshe [Berman

Just [Whenitskemed|that [the parshios [wWere [finished Bresenting [the [often [tddious details [of [the Mishkanlahd[the
vestments [df [the kohanim, ldnd[we [Would, [dt[1ast, [ return [t6 [ the [ more | fmiliar Lstories [of [the Torah, [suddenly welfind
ourselves backin [the Mishkan [séction [of [the [library.

This wleeks parshah lbegins discussing [the (half [shekel, lahd [ab wle [ate [about [t6 [réturn [t [the [narrative lof [the [travels
of [the [Jewish [peopleon [their [way b [the [Holy[Lland, [God [says, [“Oh [right, [by [the [uray, almost [forgot... lahd [don’t [forget
to[uash @our [Hands!” Hashem lihstructs/Mosheltb [ construct [d Ebpper [laver, [the kiyor, [fbr[the kohanim![tb[wWashltheir
hands|ahd [féet [ grior [tb[their Mishkan/Temple[service. Dﬁbviously, [Hothingis[fbrgotten [before [God’s [throne [of @loryl, [so
why litthe [command @garding lthe kiyor Hsparate flom E}erything lelse Evolving the Mishkan?®

Bothlthe Sefornolahd(the Netziv[ahswer!that|therelis|al flindamentalldistinction [between [the kiyor [ahd [all[the
other Eemple [ubssels. Dﬁvery [other [vessel lidvolves the [attual [sérvice lid [the Eemple, [whereas [the kiyor lid B@eparatory [akt.
Inlthe ldnguage [df [the Netziv, litlis[al Machshirfor|the Avodah. [[Eorthis[reason, [it’s cbnstruction i3 ot [commanded [ih
conjunction lulith [ahy [other [ubssel.

Whenlohe lekamines!the kivor, [he [begins tddiscover lit's [fascinating history.

Rashi2 B{plains that [ the kiyor [was made[out[of @Jpper lmirrors [that [were [donated @ the [Jbwish [women. [When
the [Jbwsulere [slaves lih [Egypt, [the lappression [Weighed [s6 [heavily [upon [them, [physically, [psychologically lahd [emotionally,
thatprocreation lulas [nbarly lah limpossibility. [Such lalréality [wlould [cbrtainly [have [phit [ah [ehd [td [the lekistence lof [the [Iewish
people. Mo [aboid [this [disastrous @/entuality, [the [Jewish [wives Blaveloped E@ame. (When Eey [would[déliver[fdod [and [dink
to their Husbands in [the [ fields, [ they [would [bring [along  their [cbpper [mhirrors, Land [shy, [I'm [cliter [than [you” [all [the [While
showing their [husbands face [ahd [their face [id [the [ndirrors. [T [this @ay @uey [rélaxed [tHeir (husbands [flom [the [stress, [atoused
them, lahd lulere [able [td B’oduce [the [nbxt @aneration lof [1bws [amidst the (hbrrendous Bppression.

When|the [Wlomen [discovered [thatthe [“Mishkan [fiind” [was Bben [for [donations, Eey loffered [their Ebpper [mhirrors.
Theinitial [réaction [of [Moses was!that [these [mhirrors [were Bappropriate [t be donated [tb [the Mishkan, [because %ey lare
"made [fdr [the [ebil lidclination.” [[God @ough, [Hadaldifferent Berspective loh [the [matter, lahd [told [Moshe [that [these [mirrors
are[more L&ecious to [Him [than Eiything Bse, Ibkcause litlwas @rough [these [mhirrors [that [the [nkxt @aneration lof [Jews [ulere

produced lin Mitzrayim.

The Ramban3 Boints [out [that[this [was [not [the [first [time [that [items [ “Mmade [for [the [ebil [inclination” [wWere [donated.
In[fact, [ certain [aornments @opular B’nong [the [women [akt[the [time, [Were Elartainly [rhore Bbjectionable. [[¥et [ welfind [this
dialog [Hetween [Moshe [and Hashem Bnly ngarding [the Ebpper _hirrors! Dﬂ\/hy {didn’t[Moshe Bbject [to B|ny Ldf[the other

items?

The Ramban @xplains [that Bvery [dther [donated|item [was [melted [ down Hlong [With Bverything [else [ahd [became
indistinguishable, [but/the kiyor [Was [t6be Ebmposed Eblely [f [ these Ebpper "rhirrors.| [If[wWasfbr [this[ reason | that[ Moshe

1. Mussaflof Rosh[HaShanah.
2. Exodus[38:8
3. Ibid.
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initially found litlobjectionable.
Apparently, [tHe kiyor was[destined [td[bk[the [“Women’s [vessel”.

Now, Ebpper [Was [used [ fbr Blany mlings lih[the Mishkan, mncluding 'the duter [ dlter [and [ all[ of [ifs [utensils. [ [[The
women’s mhirrors [could [Have [been [rhelted [down [ahd [used [for Ehything. mhy [Were @ney [all [used [for [the kiyor ([ Tih[effect,
making [the kiyor the ["lvomen’s[véssel.” [[Id[tHere @)mething labout lthe kiyor [that [1ent litself [to [this lidentification?

Here e lwill @gress [t [ahswer [this HJestion.

In @eggilas Ekther4 [we late [tdld [that Mordechaitdok [Esther [ab E@ [The Qmplest m"lderstanding [would [be[that
he Q:iopted [Her, llike [d Bbughter. [[However, Rashi Huotes [the Ealmuds, [that @bu [should [rot [réad [the [Word [k @,” [but
rather [ab f@," la[“house”. [[From [this [réading, [was ate [apparently [slipposed [t [understand [that [Mordechail mharried [hlr.
Why [does|the [wlord [“house” liddicate [alwife? [ [Itlid[striking [td [nbte [that Chazallateconsistent wlith [this términology. I [the
first[Mishnah [ih [ Yoma, [we [ake [informed [that [the Kohen[Gadol|rhust [be[rharried Huring Yom @ippur, [because [the [verse
says |hk [must, (“Atone[for himself ahd 1’ ".” [[The [wlord 1)/ [réfers|td his [uife.

It @ats [worse. [[The ﬁalmud6 [rélates that @)rty Blays [bkfore [alfétusid[fdrmed m)erhaps [the [mhoment [of @mception)
alvbice| dchoes! ffom [Heaven Elaying, [“The Baughter [Jf[sbland[sb[is[destined [fbr[ this moy.” [[Mhisid[thelsburce [fbr [ the
common [térm bashert. [However, [the [Talmud lgoes Lon [té [ rélate [ thatthe [echo [continues, [“This [house lid [ destined [fbr [this
boy,” [and[“This[field i} destined [ fbr [ this moy.” mhy (do Chazal But [d[Wife[d[Housednd [dlfield mbgether [dsthe mhings
predestined for [this[boy? [[Banthe [three [be [shid [together in [dhe [breath? [[id/alwoman lmerely lahother [form [of [roperty
belonging [t [her (hlisband ? [[The Halachah lis|clear [thatslichidnbt [tHe [chse. [ [What[did Chazallhhve lid H}ind7?

Ithink [that Chazallate Elling Uk B}mething @ry Haep labout [the [nature [of [Women [ahd their [rble [in [Jewish [life.

The [vérse [in @roverbs8 says, [“Listen Bﬂy [sbn[td[the mussarlof @bur [father[ahd [db [nbt[abandon [the Torahlof @bur
mother.” Dﬂing [Solomon [Here [télls [uk [td [libten [td [the mussar DMScipline [of[olur [fathers, [because, Bbparently, lif wWe [db [rot
listen, [ule [Wlill (bt [1darn [ifl [[¥et [when [itlcomes td [the Torahlof [olur [mhothers, [idstead [of Estructing [u [t [listen, (he @ys [not
toabandonit! [[If[ule [nkver [phy lattention [t6 [listen, (how [will lwe [atquire [the Torah of lolir [mothers [that lule [should leVer [need
to [be [warned [aboutlabandoninglit!

My [Rebbi, [RavAharon[Kahn [Shiit"a, @(plained that cbrtain @ﬂngs [we [never E:tively [1darn.[[We db [cértain @nings
merely [Because | that i3 [How [ue [ Were rhised. [[Often Ldther [geople notice [these [things about [us, [while [we [take [them for
granted. [[A [ftiend {might [say [t [uk, [“Why [did [you[db [that? il was!so [thoughtful!” Mo [which ule [might [réspond, [“I [don’t
know, [tHat’s mst (hbw [las rdised.” [Thislis[the Torah lof [the [mhother. [[It[réfers td [those Elings [that [wle [nkver Idarn B}:tively.
We Qmply Litmbibe [ them my Erowing mp (ih [dur[Homes. L[l [i$ L fbr [ this [ reason [ that ming [Solomon [ddmonishes [us| dot[ 6
abandon [the Torahlof[olir [mothers, lwhile [never Estructing u[td [lidten [td litlin [ e [fikst Bace.

Let’slgb [ohe [step [deeper.
Twicelih[the Torah[ue [find[d[series[df mzn, [where [ the ! first[ dne lis[dot[like [ the [ dther [dine. [ [IOne i the [ ten

4. Chapterlllvérse(7.

5. Meggilah[1/3a.

6. Sotal2a.

7. It'slalso lidteresting td nbte [that lihguistically, [tHe [Aramaic Word [fdr [alwife ﬁsﬂm‘)’a?, lobviously [rdoted lid [the wlord ,'A.
8. Chapter [[férse(8.
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commandments, _and|_the [ bther, [_the [ fen E'Layings Bhrough [ Wwhich[_God [ ¢reated! the Elvorldg. [ [ Thelfirst bt the[ fen
commandments is [nlot [ presented (a5 [al command, [blit Lrather [ak [allstatement [of [fact, [“1 [ain [the [Lord [your [God.” [[To [which
one Hﬂght @spond, [albeit @reverently, [“Yes, litfs [ttue, [blut [what [db @)u [wlant [ffom [me!?” [[We[dbrive [from [this [verse that i
is|alMitzvah Leither [ 6 [khow [dr [16 [believe [that [ God [ekists, (bt Leither @ay, litl[id [ not @resented lak[dlcbmmand. DEimilarly,
regarding [the [tén Bayings (i [Which [the [World [Was[cteated, [the [ Talmud 10 [télls[us [ that [if[ one [ dounts, [He [Will [discover Bnly
nine times [that [God [ckeated [through[speech. [[Where then [does[the Mishnah[séeltén lshyings? [[The [Talmud [ahswers [that
the [word [“Bereishis” [was also [allshying [ df [creation. DEccording 16 [the [Vilna [Gaon, [With [the [Word Bereishis|God [cteated
time, Elzquencel L [[Be[that[as @Bnay, [the [first E’saying ” [of [cheation lid[not Bresented @y [the Torah as Ebeech. [[The Torah
does [not Qﬁy [“And (God [s&id” [wWhereas it does @ [the [other [nine. Dﬂ/hy [ate[the [fitst [of [these[tén [nbt like [the [others?

Rav|Moshe @hapiro @(plained [that[the fist Bep lid Elways tb[cteate [alcbrtain @ality, [l cbntext [fbr [whatever itl[id
that Ldne [i$ [ dbout L tb [do. [ [To[ Have [ dommandments, [ dne [ deeds | tb[ Have [d[ dommander. [ [Therefore, [ God [says,[“1[dm
commander.” [ [Now! that _reality | of [ the [ dommander [ Has[ Been [ dstablished, | dommandments| make sense. DBimilarly, Lfor
creation|td @:cur, E&quence lid Bbcessary. [First[there (had [t [be[“time”. [[The [first [of [these [séries [of [tén ig[the [cteation [of [a]
reality, lalcbntext id [which [eVerything lelse [can [then [proceed.

1[think [that Mtimately [the Torah[ofthe [rhother[id[the Bower Lo [context. [This i @xpressed (rhost Bngibly (a5 [the
atmosphere [of [a/ Home. [[A [wife [ahd [al hother [id[the Bayis, [the [“house”. [[She [creates thecbntext it [which [the [father [chn
teach Torahlahd|the children [chn 1darn [itl [[To ldarn Torah lohe must [pay lattention [ahd llibten, [blit [the [Torah [of [the [mhother
is[nbt Idarned, litlis simply lived.

For Bxample, [d[child [comes [Home [ffom [sthool [With [tho Eieces [of [dews: [Hefinished Sefer(Shmoslih Chumash
class, Land [He [Hit [all grand [slam [Home [rlin Lih [Hottom [of [ the [dinth, [ winning| the [dame Lih [gym. [ [Which Ldets! the [ greater
emphasis? [ TA[dhild[1earns Eriorities this mvay, Ldven Ehough Ldo Ldctive EEaching Ldr maarning Lis @oing Lon. [ ThisLisLdn
opportunity forlthe Torahlof[the [mother. [The tdne, [the Bhderlying lualues, [the [hidden [sensitivities, late (all lebsential B]spects
of lthe Torah lofthe [mother.

From|what [we [have [léarned [ule [chn [uhderstand lin E@ep, labstract @ay, @hy Chazal refer [t alwife [akalhouse,
and llist [al wife @gether [wlith [alhbuse [ahd [alfield. [Titid[because her’s[id the Hower lof [context, Est lab[alhbuse lid[the [context
for @verything Lthat [dccurs [within [ahd [all field [i$ [ the [ context [ {or Broduce. [IMordechai[thade [Esther [ His Bayis. (A [uWife, [
mother lid[the [“I [am [the [Lord [your [God, ” [ahd [the [“Bereishis” lof [the [Jbwish [pkople.

Immediately @ior (tdthe @ving lof[the Torah, [the [verse [states:
“Aeve: Ul 3en) APy RS NIEH 97
“Solshall lybu[shy [t [the [hbuse [of [Jacob [ahd [tdll [t4 [the [children [of [Idrael.” 12

Three Huestions Hag lahswers [Here. Mhy ldb [ue [Heed [thvo @hrases [for[the [Jewish Beople? Dan Bmply, (“Moses
go L1l [ the [Jews.” mhy [id[the [ord WNIEN [used[ih[rbference[tb[the [House [df[dacob, [While [ the [Word 3P lis[usedin
referenceltd [the [children[of Idrael? Dﬁnally, [ifllfbr [sbme [réason [there lid[al nked [fdr Bﬂchotomy B{nong (the [Jewish Beople.

9. AvoslchapterM[Mishnah 1.

10. RoshHaShanah(32a.

11. Perhaps/others|rhight [shy[God [cteated [ehergy, [dr [rhatter, [ak[the Ramban [shys!that [first[God [ckeated [sbmething[ffom [Hothing, (bt [shibsequently [the [rémainder [df
creation lulas mere fdrmation lof [tHat Uiginal [datter.

12. Exoduschapter XIX [vérse[3.
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why lid[the house [of [Jhcob Q)oken [t [fikst? 13

Based [oh [what [wle [Have [ shid [the [qhestions [almost [fil [t6 [bkgin. Rashilekplains that[the [“house” [of [Jhcob [réfers
tothe [Jbwish [women, [uhile [the [children [of [1drael [réfers [tb [the [nhen. [[Therefore, [the [Word IIEN, [cbnnotingsoft [spoken,
inspiring [wWords!id lubed i [réference [t the [ulomen, while [the [wlord 3'&, [cbnnoting [harsh lldnguage lid[used [in [réferencetd
the [nhen. Dﬁ/hy id [Moshe lidstructed [tbfirst Eiaproach [the [women [tb Bkcept lthe Torah? [[Because litlid/the [women [uho [uill
determineifs [sliccess. If[thereid[no [chntext [fbr Torah, [there [uill lbe o Torah. [First Beis[Yaakov, [the[“house” [of [Jacob
must cteate [the [réality for Torah [td bk latcepted lin [the [world.

Now e come [flll [circle. [ [We @egan @ Elsking [whatlitlidlabout[the kiyor [that [1dnt litkelf [tb [become [the [Women’s’
vessel. [The [ahswer [should [be [clear. [[The kivor isnot|part[of [the [Temple [service, litlis [al preparatory [att. [{However, [i[id
morethan [that. [The kivor [provides [the [context [for [the [Temple [sérvice. [[The Halachahisthatliflthe kohen does|nbt [ulash
his [Hands ahd [féet [flom [the kiyor, helid[not|considered [al kohen, [ahd [his[sérvice lid @Walidm. Dﬁlashing his [handsahd [féet
from[the kiyor [rhakes [him [al kohen [that [chn [then [db [the [service. [[Thisid[the Torah [df [the Blother; [the Bower [of Ebntext,
and[thisiswhy [the kivor lid[the [“lvomen’s [véssel”.

13. As Rashilsdys|there, “With this[languagelahd i [this order.”
14. Seelthe Mishnah[beginning|dhapter Kol[HlaZevachim, [the [sburcelfor|the [ihvalidation[ih Zevachim[19b,[and Rashi’s eéxplanation|for[the [ihvalidation [df [skrvice
performed |without tHe [réquired [véstments loh [118a, Aval.
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