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Transcribed by Chaim Basch

· has a lot of mitzvos and a very rich פרשה but since this year is shnas shmittah we are going to discuss shmittah.
שמות פרק כג 
(י) וְשֵׁשׁ שָׁנִים תִּזְרַע אֶת אַרְצֶךָ וְאָסַפְתָּ אֶת תְּבוּאָתָהּ:

(יא) וְהַשְּׁבִיעִת תִּשְׁמְטֶנָּה וּנְטַשְׁתָּהּ וְאָכְלוּ אֶבְיֹנֵי עַמֶּךָ וְיִתְרָם תֹּאכַל חַיַּת הַשָּׂדֶה כֵּן תַּעֲשֶׂה לְכַרְמְךָ לְזֵיתֶךָ:

(יב) שֵׁשֶׁת יָמִים תַּעֲשֶׂה מַעֲשֶׂיךָ וּבַיּוֹם הַשְּׁבִיעִי תִּשְׁבֹּת לְמַעַן יָנוּחַ שׁוֹרְךָ וַחֲמֹרֶךָ וְיִנָּפֵשׁ בֶּן אֲמָתְךָ וְהַגֵּר:
10. Six years you may sow your land and gather in its produce.

11. But in the seventh [year] you shall release it and abandon it; the poor of your people shall eat [it], and what they leave over, the beasts of the field shall eat. So shall you do to your vineyard [and] to your olive tree[s].

12. Six days you may do your work, but on the seventh day you shall rest, in order that your ox and your donkey shall rest, and your maidservant's son and the stranger shall be refreshed.
רש"י What’s double lashon of “tishmetena unetashta”?
רש"י שמות פרק כג פסוק יא 
(יא) תשמטנה - מעבודה:

ונטשתה - מאכילה אחר זמן הביעור. דבר אחר תשמטנה מעבודה גמורה, כגון חרישה וזריעה. ונטשתה מלזבל ומלקשקש:

ויתרם תאכל חית השדה - להקיש מאכל אביון למאכל חיה מה חיה אוכלת בלא מעשר, אף אביונים אוכלים בלא מעשר, מכאן אמרו אין מעשר בשביעית:

כן תעשה לכרמך - ותחלת המקרא בשדה הלבן, כמו שאמור למעלה הימנו תזרע את ארצך:

you shall release it from work.
and abandon it from eating it after the time of the removal (see Mechilta). Another interpretation:
you shall release it from real work, such as plowing and sowing,
and abandon it from fertilizing and hoeing.
and what they leave over, the beasts of the field shall eat [This is written in order] to liken the food of the poor to the food of the beast. Just as the beast eats without tithing, so do the poor eat without tithing. From here [we derive] that there are no tithes in the seventh year. -[From Mechilta]
So shall you do to your vineyard And the beginning of the verse is speaking of a grain field, as is stated above [verse 10]: “You may sow your land.”
· “tishmetena”= You should not work the land and “netashta”= that after זמן habiyur when that food species is not in the field you have to “let go” meaning you can’t eat it. 

MinchasChinuch- (page 2) you have to be mafkir the fruits of the shmittah year, whatever grows that year is hefker and now it fits in well because who is going to take it? Well we can’t so the “evyonei amecha” poor people will. 
Minchus Chinuch quotes a machlokes between the Yosef בית and the Maharit

Is shemittah automatic or not? 

EXPLANATION--- Meaning is shemittah like Shabbas or just a stam mitzvah? In other words, when Shabbas comes its here whether you accept it or not and you can not do malacha, there is no concept oh well I did not accept Shabbas yet so I do not have to keep it so maybe by shemittah the same thing, once the shemitah year comes in you can not work the land however is the fact that your food is hefker during shnas shmitah going to be automatic or no hefker sheviis is a mitzvah and its like a “kum veaseh” and you have to actually be mafkir your perios in order for them to be mafkir. 
· The nafka minah is what if someone is not mafkir their פירות and a poor person comes and takes them so if its not automatic than the owner violated an aveirah by not being mafkir them BUT the poor person is now stealing because his פירות  are not mafkir but if it is automatic than even if the owner does not say I am mafkir my פירות, his פירות are mafkir and the poor person can take them, the Yosef בית says you need to be mafkir and if not its not mafkir and the Maharit says no its automatic. 

Q: What is the point of shnas shemittah? 
A: We think in olam hazeh that we are the owners, this is my house my field etc… so the תורה needs to give us a reminder and say this is not yours and so ה' says this is mine and so if ה' wants us to be mafkir we have to be mafkir, in other words we get caught up in olam hazeh sometimes and think we are in charge and in control of everything. 

Medrash רבה- (page 4)-
ויקרא רבה (וילנא) פרשה כט 
יא כל השביעין חביבין לעולם למעלן השביעי חביב שמים ושמי השמים ורקיע ושחקים זבול ומעון וערבות וכתיב (תהלים סח) סולו לרוכב בערבות ביה שמו, בארצות שביעית חביבה ארץ אדמה ארקא גיא ציה נשיה תבל וכתיב (שם /תהלים/ צו) והוא ישפוט תבל בצדק ידין לאומים במישרים, בדורות שביעית חביב אדם שת אנוש קינן מהללאל ירד חנוך וכתיב (בראשית ה) ויתהלך חנוך את האלהים, באבות שביעי חביב אברהם יצחק ויעקב לוי קהת עמרם משה וכתיב (שמות יט) ומשה עלה אל האלהים, בבנים השביעי חביב שנאמר דוד הוא השביעי במלכים השביעי חביב שאול איש בושת דוד שלמה רחבעם אביה אסא וכתיב (ד"ה =דברי הימים= ב יד) ויקרא אסא אל ה', בשנים שביעי חביב שנאמר (שמות כג) והשביעית תשמטנה ונטשתה, בשמיטין שביעי חביב שנא' (ויקרא כה) וקדשתם את שנת החמשים, בימים שביעי חביב שנאמר (בראשית ב) ויברך אלהים את יום השביעי, בחדשים שביעי חביב שנא' (ויקרא כג) בחדש השביעי באחד לחדש. 

The number seven is very chaviv, for example in shamayim, the different strata’s of shamayim and it says that the ערבות are the ikar makom which is the seventh strata and many other examples also- Shabbas is the seventh day, shnas yovel is seven sevens etc…

Pirka Dereb Elezer- (page 8)
“Sheshes yamim taaseh malacha” and sheviis is the ultimate menucha, the ultimate shleimus, the ultimate purpose.

Maharal (page 11) 
ארץ ישראל is a land of shleimus so it can have shemittah because menuchah is shleimus and not working the land is menucha…  means all our work is done during the week, we are doing and doing and than we have Shabbas to rest from doing… that is our goal all week just to get to Shabbas.

Sfas Emes (page 14)
A person could think if he is constantly working that there is no end to it and one can lose sight of the ends to our existence (olam haba). We believe that this world is a makom hachana for the next world, if your always working in olam hazeh you do not think there is an end to it but shemittah represents this ultimate destination which for us means olam haba and so all these times of shleimus (shemittah and Shabbas) are constant reminders that life is not going on forever and that our focus is on one goal-- on an ultimate shleimus and if we have this is mind, we will live our lives differently because if life is meaningful; we are doing things in life that are nitzchi (helping someone, davening well) your doing something priceless that you will take to olam haelyon but a lot of times we forget about this and think we are the baalim and in charge and we need these reminders. 

Mishnah Pirkei Avos (page 16)-

משנה מסכת אבות פרק ה משנה ט 
חיה רעה באה לעולם על שבועת שוא ועל חלול השם גלות בא לעולם על עובדי עבודה זרה ועל גלוי עריות ועל שפיכת דמים ועל השמטת הארץ [ח] בארבעה פרקים הדבר מתרבה ברביעית ובשביעית ובמוצאי שביעית ובמוצאי החג שבכל שנה ושנה ברביעית מפני מעשר עני שבשלישית בשביעית מפני מעשר עני שבששית ובמוצאי שביעית מפני פירות שביעית ובמוצאי החג שבכל שנה ושנה מפני גזל מתנות עניים: 

Maharim Shik- Shemitah is to teach us that there is ה' and he owns the land, if you keep shemittah you recognize that ה' runs the land and if you are willing to acknowledge that great but if not hashem will throw you out of the land and will show you he owns it and you will learn the hard way and you will get galus because the punishment for not doing shemitah is galus.
Ksav Sofer, פרשה  Behar (page 18)-
This mitzvah of shemitah is the core of the entire תורה. Shemitah is the yesod of emunah and the yesod of the authenticity of the torah because the תורה is promising us that if you keep shemittah ה' will take care of us and so if the תורה is not a divine thing it can not make this kind of promise because man can not make such a promise, so our reward of ה' being able to look over us if done is proof that תורה is min hashamayim. 

ויקרא פרק כה פסוק כג 
וְהָאָרֶץ לֹא תִמָּכֵר לִצְמִתֻת כִּי לִי הָאָרֶץ כִּי גֵרִים וְתוֹשָׁבִים אַתֶּם עִמָּדִי: 
“23. The land shall not be sold permanently, for the land belongs to Me, for you are strangers and [temporary] residents with Me.”
· You can not sell land forever because ה' is the real owner and we are gerim to the land. 

תהלים 119, 19 (page 20)-
תהלים פרק קיט פסוק יט 
גֵּר אָנֹכִי בָאָרֶץ אַל תַּסְתֵּר מִמֶּנִּי מִצְוֹתֶיךָ: 
19. I am a stranger in the land; do not hide Your commandments from me”
מצודת דוד תהלים פרק קיט פסוק יט 
(יט) גר - הלא אני בארץ כגר הזה שמעט זמן יושב במקום גרותו ושואף הוא אל מקום מולדתו כן שני חיי מעטים ושואף אני לשוב למקור נשמתי ולזה אל תסתר ממני פלאי מצותיך מלהבינם במעט ימי:
Metzudas Dovid- Dovid is saying I am only in this world temporarily so since I am not here forever ה' please reveal to me as much mitzvos as you can

Degel Machaneh efraim (page 21)
If you are in a place and you are a stranger and everyone else permanently lives there you feel awkward because you feel out of place and you feel as if you can not relate to the people there, BUT if you are in a place where there are permanent residents and you are a visitor and you meet another visitor so you can relate to the other visitor well and connect because you are both visitors. 
· ה' is a “ger” in this world because his main place is lemaala in shamayim and olam haba, so Dovid is saying in תהלים in this world I am only a ger my main place is shamayaim too…. so Dovid says to ה'… 
I am a ger in this world and you are a ger too so we both treat this world as not the ultimate place so we can speak and connect and relate, so that is what it means in the פסוק in Behar, if you believe in shemitah and yovel and practice them then that means you know you are a temporary visitor and so “gerim toshavim” if our attitude is that this world is temporary and I am a ger than we can relate to hashem because his main palce is olam haelyon also.
· Shemittah gives us the belief that this is not our permanent abode and once you have that in mind you will live your life differently because than you realize you do not have to live a life of gashmiyus and chitzonis and so if this world is “a ger world” what do you need all of this for?  We are like ה' a ger in olam hazeh and a toshav in olam haba and this is what shemitah teaches us--- that there is an end to our means, goyim do not have a Shabbas or shemitah, there is no end to it, Shabbas and shemittah for us are meen olam haba because we have to believe that there is makom of avodah (olam hazeh) and a makom of menucha (olam haba) and so if we value our תורה and chesed than we are attaining things that are nitzchis and will have them when we get to our real home. 

· The sheviis are chavavim because they are the ends to the means, and if a person does not realize this and feels that there is no purpose to life than there is no chavivis to it
Back to machlokes on top, the בית yosef says you need to be mafkir your perios because YOU have to realize that the point of shemittah and the whole purpose will get in to you than but if its automatic like the Maharit than maybe you will miss the whole point of shemittah. 

(“Vayeshev יעקב beeretz megurie aviv” יעקב knew that this aretz is ger which he learned from Avraham “ger vetoshav anochi imachem”)
Parsahs Mishpatim











