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Forewor d

The purpose In publishing the followlng proceedings Is threefold:
flrst, fo'apprTse our chaveyrim who could not attend the convent ion of
what transpired; second, to provlide a permanent record of the convenflons
third, to furnish source and program materlal that our chaveyrim may refer
to for thelr own edification,

Stnce this Is a first attempt, many technicsl problems presented
themselves. In order to overcome them | had to make certaln decisions,

Desirable as !t woul d have been to pubiish the discussions that
took place at the convention | was forced to om{t them. Discussfons that
seem so lively and pertinent when they take place lose much of their
flavor and pointecness when they are transmitted to fthe printed page., It
Is even pussible to draw from a witten ascount a rather different
lmpr-esslon from one gathered at the convention. Another obvious probiem
stems from the fact that not all verbalizations are equally valuable and
thercfore equally worthy of publication, What satisfles very well as a
spontancous remark In a spirlited discussion may not be equally suifable
for Inclusion in a permanent record, These problems coupled with the fact
that accurate and complere ftrenscriptions of the dlscussions were not
avallable In all cases forcad me to the declision to omit them entirely in
this issue,

The Hebrew quutati ons presented another problem In the publicatlon
of the papers delivered at the convention, Due to a lack of technical
facilitles the choice had to be made between EngllIsh translation or
trans|lteration of the Hebrew texts, [ chose fransliteration because |
felt that even the trans!!terated Hebrew word conveyed a truer meaning of
the essence of the Tdeas presented than the English translation. The
transilteration was done in as slmple and Iiteral a manner as deemed

possibles




The papers are presented in the order In which they were {lsted on
the convent fon programe |f you notlce a few omissions 1t Is due to the
fact that these papers were not presented to me for pubilcation,

It 's my hope that these problems wlll be solved In future publlica~-
tlons of "Convention Proceedings.”

| wlsh to express my ceep gratltude to the following who have
helped make thls publlication possibles To the contributing chaveyrim who
gave two priceless commoditles, time and thought, to my secretary Mrs, Elba
Dlamond and to Mr. Rubin Helsler, Head of the Productlon Department of
Yeshlva Untversity for the technlcal reproduction of the proceedings, to
Mr. Sam Hartsteln, Director, Publlc eiations at Yeshlva Unlversity and
Mlss Ethel Levine, of th: Grephic Art Department for thelr asslstanse and

advlca,

Bernard H, Wal fish, Edttor
Direutor Programming
Community Service Divisicn
Yeshiva Unlverstty
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INTRODUCTRY REMARKS
by Rabbl Max N, Schreler
Brldgeport,Conn,
Conventton Co=chalrman

M-, Chalrman, Mr, President, Rabbl Rackman,DistIngulshed Guests and
Colieagle st

It ts my privlilege as co-chairman of the convention commlttee
to formally open thls 16th Annual Convention of the Rabbinic Alumni
Assoclation of Yeshiva Unlversity, A sentiment, which has been shared
by many of my colleagues, makes |tself apparent to me each time that
we gather for these Alumn! conciaves,

| belong to several Rabbinlc organizations, and | cen honest=
ly say that | feel most relaxed and comfortable In the gatherings of the
Rabbinlc Alumn!, 1| have glven thls some thought, and | have come to
the conclusion that 1t !s so, because we Yeshlva Rabbls are unlited by a
common HASHKAFAH that we‘receive at the Yeshlva, which makes us exper-
lence the spirit of friendship so completely, It Ic a splrit of
| TkemIndedness,

| recall that during our sentor year, Dr, Belkln, our beloved
Rebbl, gave a serfes of SHIURIM on YOREH CEAH. | believe that he
Interrupted his very busy schedule to glve these SHILRIM, because some
of us had been his students, and he knew each one of us very Intimately,
and he felt very close to us, Towards the end of one of these very
Interesting discourses, Or, Belkln paused fo convey to us thls very
Important thoughts,

"Many of you are golng to serve as rabbls In the Amerlcan
Jewlsh Community, 1| would Ilke to call your attentlion to a RAMBAM. |
am not telllng this to you as HALACHAH LYMAIASEH, but as a bachkground

agalrst whleh you way work In tre ecommuntty "




[ will clte the RAMBAM, (MAMRIM 3ti=3), and there 1s no need for me
to franslate; "1 SHE FEYNO MODEH BYTURAH SHERTAL PEH EYNO ZOKEYN
HA TAMUR BATORAH ELA HAREY ZEH BICHLAL HA'APIKORSIN. MEY'ACHAR SHEN! SPrmervpy
SHEHU KOFER B'TORAH SHEB'AL PEH HAREY HU K'SHA'AR KOL APIKURS IN VTHA TOMRIM
EYN TORAH MIN HASHAMAYIM V'HAMOSRIN VYHAMUMRIN SHEKOL EYLU EYNAM BICHLAL
YISRAEL , BAMEH D'VARIM AMURIM, B?{SH SHEKOFER BfTORAH SHEB'AL FEH
BIMACHSHAVTO UB'D'VARIM SHE NIRU LO V'HALACH ACHAR DA 'ATO HAKALAH V'ACHAR
SHRIRUS L1BO V'KOFER B'TORAH SHEBZALI PEH TICHILAH K'TZADUK UBAISUS
VICHEYN KOL HATOIM ACHARAV, AVAL B'NEI HATOIM HA'EYLEH U'B'NEI é'NElhEM
SHEHIDICHU OSAM AVOSAM VINOL DU BEYN HAKARA M VIGIOLU OSAM AL DAATAM,
HAREY HU K'TINOK SHEN|SHBAH BEYNEHEM V'G|CLURU VIEYNO ZARIZ LA'ACHOZ
B1DARKEY HAM[TZVOS SHE HAREY HU K'ANUS,. V'AF ALPl SHESHAMA ACHAR KACH
SHEHU YEHUD! VFRATAH HAYEHUOIM V!CASAM HAREY HU K!ANUS SHEHAREY G| CLUHU
AL TAU3AM, KACH EYLU SHEAMARNU HA'OCHZ (M B'DARKE | AVOSAM HAKARAIM SHETA'U,
L'FICHACH RAU'| L 'HACHZIRAN B'TESHUVAH UTL "MASHCHAN BPDARKE! SHALOM AD
SHEYACHZERU L'EYSAN HATORAH,

Dr« Belkin has set a remarkable example for use He has bullt
the Yeshiva Into the great Instltutlon that It ls, by enl isting many
TINOKOS SHENISHBU !n the cause of Torah education, It is this basically
positlve attlitude towards the American Jewish community that has enabled
many of us to bring traditional Jewlsh standards to our communltles
successfully, [t Us thls conviction which unites us and brings us to-
gether In such closeness In our Alumnl,

The Rabbinlc Alumn! under the Insplred and dedlcated leader-
ship of Rabbl Israel Miller has made significant strides as an Alumni
organization and as a professional Rabbinlcal organizatione |t has
assumed a signiflcant role tn the affairs of the Yeshiva, and 1t has

broadaned 1ts secope and depth thwough s progeew of Tueaft study
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under the guldance of our revered Rebbe, Rabbl Soloveltchlik SHELITA, We
owe a great debt of thanks to Rabbi MIlter for these Important achleve-
mentsa

Through the Increasing effliciency and service of the Communlty
Service Dlvlslon, each and every Yeshlva Rabb! cen now feel that a great
institutfon stends behind him tn his efforts, | want to express ou
sincere thanks to Rabbls Finer and Avresh, who did so much to gulde the
chalrmen of this conventlion, and who attended to most of the detalls
that have helped to make this an outstanding assemblage,

I whil permlt myself only brief comment on the convention theme,
The Sabbath i{s of great signiflicance to us, hecause It Is not an Isolated
spiritual experfence, Much of the essence of Judalsm Is connected with
SHABBAS, The Torah records (VAYIKRA 10s3) ISH MO V!AVIV TIRAU VIES
SHABSOSA| TISHMORUs The Prophet [SAIAH ( 56313) says SHOMER SHABEOS
MEYCHAL tLO V'SHOMER YADO NEYASOS KOL RA, On Friday nlght we sing MEYEYN
OLAM HABO YOM SHABBOS M'NUCHAH,

Without attempting to clte many passages from the Torah or from
Rabbinic |fterature, 1t Is sbundantly clear thet the ethlical concepts of
Judalsm are part and parcel of the SHABBOS rel Igious experience,

The Sabbath Halacha so rich and so profound in Its concepts
must be understood very clearly, There Is a great deal of misinforma=
tton about SHABBOS In the Amerlcan community.What Is the Torah concept of
MILACHAH? Is It the definitlon of economics, or physics, or both?
What about the many other halachle criterla through which we can answer
many problems that arlise in our day to day life? These were our thoughts
when we pro Jected thls theme as being of great Interest and Importance
to the member of the Alumni, |

From a practical point of view, the Sabbath cycle is the one

pertod of tlwe durtry whieh the Rebbl ecomes lnto contect with wor: of hils
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people than durlng the *qet of the week, He meets hls congregants, In
the role of preacher, lecturer, teacher, youth leader, and gulde. How
to make the Rabbl more effectlve in all of these areas was another
concern of the men who planned the program. | trust thet we will derlve
great beneflt from the conventlon proceedings,

Twice In thls week'!s Sldra do we read the expression LECH LICHA,
our Rabbls polnt out,

LECH L'CHA MEYARTZ'CHA 'U'MIMOLAD!T*CHA UMIBEYS AV|CHA (B'REYSHIS

12¢]) _
LECH L'CHA EL ERETZ HAMORIAH ( B'REYSHIS 22:2)

In a slightly dlfferent sense, we have all experlenced the flrst
LECH L'CHA, when we left our splritual home the Yeshlva, and all of us
have faced the difflcult trek up to the mountaln upon which through
sacriflce our ldeals are attalneds Thank G=d the number of those who are
making thelr way to the top of the mountain successfully Is Increasing.
It !s primer!ly due to the fact that we as Yeshlva Rabbis have faced our
task positlively. We have met our chal lenges undaunted, becéuse we beleve
that traditlonal Judalsm wlil be planfed on Amerlcan soll and In the
hearts and minds of American Jews, | know that the Inspiration of the
next few days spent In CHEVRUSA and In TORAH wlll glve us added Impetus In
our efforts,

| want to thank Rabb! Mitler, for having gliven me the opportunlty
to be the co~chalrmen of thls convenrlion, |t has been a great thrills [t i
1s now my pleasant duty to present to you the very able and amlable
eralrman of thls conventions | have profited greatly tn working with
him during these past weeksq MWy deer eolleagues, | presert o you

Rabbl Eptwralm S. Volateh,
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Opening Address
Rabbl Ephiraim S Kolatch
Long Beach, New York
¢conventlon Chalrman

Worthy Offlcers, Colleagues and Friends. May |, from the very
outset, set you at ease by assuring you that | am well aware of my
dutles as chalfrman of thls Convention and Dinner sessicn, My ftask Is
not to Impress you wlth lengthy oratory, but to proceed with dlspatch
to this evening's festlvity,

In opening the |6th Annual Conventlon of the Rabbinlc Alumni,
| should Ilke, at thls tlme, to thenk my co-chalrman, Rabbl Max Schreler,
and to pay tribute to Rabbl [sresl Miller, our efflclent preslident, who
was most co-operative and aiways present with hls helpful suggestions;
and to glve singular thanks and prafse to Rabbl Abe Avrech and the
Community Service Division for colng practically all the work In co-
ordinating this flne Conventlion prograim,

The Rabbinic Alumnl has developed and proven to be a very
Important organ and affillate of Yeshlva, [f more Interest, devotion,
and loyalty has been displayed by the Musmachel Hayeshiva fowards our
Alma Mater In the last sixteen yeers, it Is due iargely to the function-
Ing of the Rebbinic Alunnl, as a well orgerlzed aind cohesive group,

And In truth, that s how 1t ought to be, In the coming week's
SICRAH, LECH LiCHA, we shall read, please G-d, of Abraham, The Torah states
VAYELECH L¥RASA'AV upon which the rabbls comment B!MASA'OS SHEHALACH BOHEN
CHAZAR, Tmplylng that when Abraham returned frﬁm Egypt, on his way fo
Beth-El, he ffavelled the same course, patronized and stopped at the same
places which he first vislted when he weiit down to Egypts When Abraham
went to Egypt, he was unknown, lacked wealth, was affected by the famline,=

he was, indeed, fthankful to those who accommodated him and showed him
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kindnesss On hls return, when we are told that AVRAHAM KAVED M'0D,
wken he galned In populerlty, when he wes recognlzed by Pharosh and hls
people, and when he acqulired great riches, Abraham revisited the very
same places, wlth the Intent LIFROA HAKAFOSOV to repay hls debts of
gratifude, of thankfulness; for all the klndnesses which were displayed
towards him on his way to Egypt,

Similarly, when we started out on our Jouwney of Torah and we
came to our great ACHSANIA SHEL TCRAH we were M'CHUSAR KOL we had so
[1ttles 1In this ACHSAN{A, however; we were Infroduced to the G'COLE!
HADOR, to our ROSHE! YESHIVA who Insiructed us in Torahg most of us en=
Joyed our secular tralning throug. - ese same auspluesy some of us were
even accommodated with food and Jodgings end now that we have mads our
mark-=~ acqulred knowle dge, leadership, and distinction through the gen-
erosity and helpfulness of thls ACHSANIA SHEL TORAH, It Is only fltt!ng
that we, |1ke patriarch Abrsham,shouid return LIFROA HAKAFUSEYNU to repay
our debt of thankfulness, in the form of a strong, effective, vibrant
Alumnls Thus,; we shall be fulfliling the Rabbinlc Instruction SHELO
YUSHANEH ADAM M!ACHSANIA SHELO,never to tun away from the very Instltu-
tlon that has nurtured us and has been so helpful and significant In
our development,

The Comm!ttee, In selecting an area of discussion for this
year ts Conventlon, was concerned in choosing a theme that will be prese
ented on a high Intel lectual plane and yet be practical from the stand-
point of the rabbl serving his communlty , Hence, we aiea, "The Sabbath",
a theme which lends 1tseif to both these aspects.

There is a great need for such discusslon fn our day. To our
great sorrow, we behold & breakdown In the observance and sanctlity of
the Sabbath, Like Hagar, who fled from the home of Sarah, when con=
fronted with the quectlions EY MIZEH VAS V'ANA SEYLEYCHI "whence cemest
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thou, and whither goest though"; and all she answers 1s MIPNEY SARAL GYWIRT
ANOCH! BORACHAS and lgnores the other question ‘whither she was goling”
-~ 50 too, our people, fleeing from the restrictlons of Judalsm, made
thelr flrst fl1ght or thelr first breech with the Sebbath ~=they know
whence they came, but do not realize whither they are going ==~ their
fl1ght Is almless. And yet SHABEOS MTKADSHA V'KA|YMA .The Sabbath has
been sanct!fled from time Immemorlal, and will so continua, The sanctlty
of the Sabbath !s Independent and absolute, The Sabbath ls not on trial,
What s needed Is a careful analysls of the Sabbath In all 1ts besuty and
splendor,~ to be trenslated and trensmitted fo the congregant, young and
old=~ interpreted on the lalty's le. ., so fthat he end she may appteclafe
the rlch and meaningful rel fglous experience that the Sabbath offer. To
make our congregants aware, through Halachlc and philosophlc interpreta=-
tlon of the Sabbath, that SHABBOS MOSEFES K'DUSHA AL Y|SROEL ~The Sahbath
adds to the sanctity of Israel , to the dlignlty and dedication of Israel,
Through the workstops, which have been outlined for thls
Corventlon andall related to every aspect of the Sabbath, we trust that
our colleages will go away conv inced that the Satbath can be restored
to Its orfglnal beauty and splendor In the |ives of our people. KIVAN
DICHAVIVA YAHAV| DA'ATAIHU L*SHAMI. Once, we shall convince them that the
Sabbath 1s an Instrument of love andbeatury In thelr lives andthe |lfe
of the home they will pay heeds they will understend and observe,

In concluston, | trust thet the splrit of CHAVRUSA will prevall
throughout the Convention, In lrst week's portion, the rabbls, In
comment ing on tte opening verse, polnt ou? that Noach ts mentioned three
times In the opening sentence, fo emphasizo the three flne qualitles

which Noach possesseds
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It NOACH BYDA'ATO "Pleasant In hls thoughts"
23 NOACH B'DIBURO "Pleasant in his speech"

%3 NOACH BIMAHALOCHO "Pleasant In hls galt"

So, too, | pray and tope that our Conventlon, thls yesr, will
take on thece three character!stics =~ namely, pleasant In lts ex-

pressions and plessant and smooth in all of Its proceedings,
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The Presldent's Report

Rabbl |srael M!ller
Bronx,N.Ye

On behalf of our fellow Aluanil | would | Tke to express our sincerest
gratltude to the chalrmen of our commlttees for thelr many hours of
devoted and dedicated service to our or ganlzation, to Yeshiva and thus
to the Jewish community, The common denominator of all of our actlvitles
has been the guidance and help of the members of the CSD Staff without
whom we could not functlion, We are especial ly grateful to Rabbis Flner,
Avrech, Furst, and Stltskin, and to Messrs, Geller, Stern and Shavrick,

We are pleased to welcome Rabbis Waif'sh and Zav to tha staff, and to thank
Rabb?! Sol Splro for his consecrated sarvice over the ycars. We wish him
wall Tn hls new pulptt,

[f we have had a successful year, and | fthink we havs, we should all
bear In mind that w?fhouf the help of our officers and exesutive conmittee,
and without functioning commiitee heads thls would not have been possibles
Rabbis Kolatch and Schrefer deserve our accolades for this metlculously
planned and wel |=attended convention, as do Rabbis Shimoff and Spirn foir
the Homecoming Mid-Winter Conference at which we honored Rabbls Fliner and
Wohlberrg, We, this year, were Invoived as well In a glorious Torah demon-
stration at the Chag Hasmicha, and the week-end and reception which
precedsd 1t, |t was a memorable experlence,

our Alumni Fund not only real lzed #37,658 In direct glffs for Yeshlva,
excluslve of the amounts we reise In our communities, but succeeded In
obtaining contributions fiom L53 of our coileagues, Our Chaplalncy Committee's
report, glowing as it ls, does not Indicate thet which should be a source
of pride to a!l of us, Without our ongoing program and the |3 Yeshiva
musmachim now serving as milltary rabbis; the orfrhodox rabblnate would

not be able tc meet 'ts responsiblilty in this Important endeavor. Because
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of these young men and our committee!s diligent efforts we can hold our
heads hlgh and protect the reputation of all American Yesh!lvos,

Our Chevra Shas has pioneered an exclting study programs our Cultural
Comm! ttee has sponsored several well attended sessions, Indicating that
we are fllilng @ need In arranging homlletic seminars and practical
rabbinlc guldance lectures; our Educetion Comm!ttee has reported wonder-
ful progress In the Talmud Torah Commlssion and mechinah program, which
has revitalized many of our affernoon schoolss our Vel fare Fund has displayed
our concern for our Alumni; our Publlcatlions Committee wlth Chavrusa and
| deas, our Youth Advisory Committees wlth Its Conclaves, Semlnars and
Institutes, our New Communitfes Committea, with its little publiclzaed and
under-budgeted, but effective efforts to establish fraditlonal synagogues=
al] add up to a sum total of a year of constructive actlvities,

This has been an exciting and an exhausting yeer for me. We have
become a mature organ!zation, with a distinguishaed membership, a flne
record of accomplishment, @& comprehensive program and ambitlous plans for
the future, Your presidant has been kapt busy, and has tried not to
refuse any invitations, | have installed rabbiss made presentations at -
testimonial dinnersj;spoken at fund ralsing affalrs and cuitural eventsy
represented the Rabbinic Alumn! at Yeshlva functions, the Chag Hasmicha,
Commencement and on the President's Counclls and have attendad tens of
conferences and committee meetings with the Alumnl, CSD and Administration,
The Pres{dency of our organizetion {s no sinecures it is an hcnorable but
not an honorary pouzition, - and were you to say to me "iech-lecha", it
would certainly be "lthanaas!, |%tovasi®,

in the year ahead we should move forward In depth and scope In those
areas In which we are already worklng, but fhere are many add!tional
projests to which we can lend our efforts, There are several which | aan

suggest for your considerations
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a) A closer Ilalson with the studentse

b) Use of the Alumn! Fund for speclal purposes, such as a fallowshlp

e)
£)

a)

In

what 1Is

for Men

program for students In the smicha program or the estabblshment

of a Yeshlva sponsored camps

An Alumnl Day at the Graduate School o

Post-Graduate Courses or lectures on the practlcal aspests of

the rabbinaten

(ntensiflad asslstance to the Adulf Study Programs

A change in the dues structure which might enable us to get

coplaes of our lestures and shiurim to our ouf-of-~town alumntoe

A public refations program project the propar fmags of Yashiva
and the Yeshiva Rabbl, We should: for example, honor rabbls who
have servaed In the rabbinate for a quarter of a century or Jongars
We should publliclza the publtcation of isfarim" by our colleagues,
(Just this week | received a copy of a sefer "Divrei Rogesh” by
one of our musmachlm;Rabbi Gadallah Schwartz., ) It 1s we who
must ewphasize the Yeshive portion of the University, what

Yeshive stands for, the Integration of DAS VIDATAS which 1s the
program for orthadoxy in this counfry.

the mass of publicity about Yeshiva's growth, the signlflcance

of the statistics for what is cur mnaJor Interest 1s offen lost, We glow
with pride at the announcement that the total enrollment of Yeshiva

unfversity In 1959 hes risen fo L7357 as compared to 7,688 tn 1958, Buf

even more {mportant than the tota,s are the figures of 1,178

students in the Boys and Giirls High schovi, all taklig an intensive progrem
of Yeshiva studiess 560 Yeshiva College ard 255 Stern College students,

all part of tne Yashiva or Habrew prograns 179 in the Teachers lnstitute

and Womens almost 200 In the Bernard Reve! and Harry Fishet Grad=

yate Schoo!, and 236 in the Rel{glous Educotion Frogram at the Graduate
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School of Educetion, ‘e ought to proudly hall the 10l students In the
Smicha Program, = a program whlch has regulartzed and ordered the smlicha
procedure,

The Smicha Program !tself should become batter known, |t marks a
revolutionary step In the preparation of orthodox rabbise, I[n addlition
to Gemara anhd Shulchan Aruch, the students take courses In Chumash with
the Ramban, Aggadah, Philosophic Texts, Homlletlcs, Jewlsh History,
Reltgious School Administration, The Community, and Pastoral Psychologye

The statlistlcs | have clted become even more meaningful when we
reallze that we are reproducing our own, There are 72 members of the
Rabbinic Alumni of a total of [59 Yeshlva Universlty graduates serving
our alma mater dlrectly on the Yeshlva staff. In the enrollment flgures
620 students are alumni or thelr children, wlith 30 of the 37! In the
College of Medicine belng Yeshlve College graduates,

What a story Rabbl Moshe Besdln could tell us of the rellglous guld=
ance efforts in the Jewlsh Studles Program. And fhis Is the story we
must teli, a story of Yeshiva's service to the Amerlcan Jewish Commimlty
in preserying Toreh learning and Y!ddlshkeit, This Image raises the
prestige of Yeshivas It ralses the prestige of orthodoxys 1t ralses the
prestige of the orthodox rabbl,

It 1s our sacred obligation to make certain that thls will always
be the purpose of Yeshiva, Thus the necessity for a strong Rabbinic
Alumnt, for our fund ralslng, for our entrance Into the facuitles, for
our publlicetions, for our continuing to learn; for the C,Sq<D, pirograms

Wg can dertve a lesson from Abraham, about whowm we read In this
weekts sldra, VIAVRAHAM KOVED M'0D, B'MIKNEH, BYKESEF U'B'ZAHAV, The
use of the word KOVED Is not odd, for wealth and growth welgh heavily

upon an Individuai or Tnstitution- upon Yeshiva too, Despits this burden
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VAYELECH L 'MASA'AV MINEGEV V'AD BEYS EL.

Abraham st111 moved In the direction of AD HAMOKOM ASHER HAYAH
SHAM OHALO B1TCHILAH, Yeshivats destliny does not fle In the dlrection
of becoming another Harvard or Princetone It remalns In the Yeshlvas
E+z Chalm the "tree of |1fe" where fts orlginal tent was pitched, To

thls end we pladge our effortss

EDITOR'S NOTEs For the purpose of the permanent record, the Presldent's
Report has been abbrevlafted and condensed. Rabbi Mlller suggests that you
carefully read and digest the committee reports for an appreciation of

the scope; dlversity and effectlveness of the Rabbinic Alumnl programe
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THE SABBATH (N HALACHA

by Rabbi Melech Schachter
Bronx, N.Y.

In order to get an idea of the basic characteristic of Shabbos
from the Halachic viewpoint, | call your attention to the case of the
wenderar 1n the desert who lost track of the Shabbos: he forgof which
day 1s which, The Halacha in this case is that "MONEH SHISHAH YAMIM
UIMISHAMER YOM ECHAD", The Talmud ( Shabbos 69¢8) ,however concludes that
he must observe every single day and work only as much as is absolutely
essential to sustaln himeself, The seventh day that he counts, differs
from the other six days only "B'KIDUSHA V'AVDALTA,"

The MOGEN AVRAMAM poses the question of ROV, Why shouldn't
he be allowed to work every day as much as he wants? Every day when fhe
wanderer asks himself whether or not it is Shabbos, the probabifity is
six to one that it 1s a week day., Then why can't he use the principle of
ma Jority rules AFILU B'RUBA D'LESA KAMAN= and why must he limit his
labor to his sustenance only? The answer he offers Is that the relation=
ship of Shabbos to the weekdays is similar to the case of TEYSHA CHANUYOS,
In which case the principle of ROV is not applicable, becouse KOL KAVUA
K!MACHTZAH AL MACHTEAH DAMI, Similerly, argues the MOGEN AVRAHAM,
8HABBOS !s cleerly set in the realm of ftime as a certain store is In the
realm of space, and it therefore cannotf foce 1tself within the ofther
weekdays.,

The PRI M'GODIM quections the applicability of the principle
of KAVUA to the realm of time, He writes on the MOGEN= AVRAHAM "LO YOCANA
KOEYS M HEYM DIVREY ATZMO O'MATZA BYEYZAH MOKOM KEYN."

Whether or not the principle of KAVUA can be applied to Shabbos
in the realm of time would probably depend upon the Halachic concept of

time as being comparable to space, oniy an a differcnt plane, la€ey
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time comsists of moments as space conslsts of small spacial units? Or
Is the flow of time totally different from the expanse of space, because
time 1s abstract while space-global space- is concrete? Obviously, 1¢
time Is comparable to space, then the principle of KAVUA |s applicable
to tte 1f 1t 1s not then KAVUA Is Inadmissible,

Those who studlied the Gulde for the Perplexed may recall that
the School of the Mutakalemin mainteined that Just as space consists of
spaclal atoms, so, time consists of timy time atoms, indivisible units
of moments, Malmonldes, on the other hand, vehemently disagrees wifth
them, ( The Gulde, part |, Chapt, 73 and part |1, Chapte 13s)

As for the Halacﬂ!c concept of time, the Rogechover Gaon pointed
to a number of Talmudle discussions, most of which polnt to the Malmonidean
concept that time and space are totally Incomparables In (NAZIR 7) the
Talmud makes the following dIstincffons "HAREYN] NAZIR KYAFAR HA'ARETZ,
KYSAYAR ROSHI ,K!'CHOL HATYAM, "HAREY ZEH NAZIR OLAM, U'M!GALEYACH ACHAS
LISHLOSHIM YOM." on the other hand, |f someone says "HAREYN! NAZIR MIKAN
AD MOKOM PTLONI, OMIDIM KAMAH YAMIM MIKAN VTAD MOKOM PILONIG" If 1t Is
less than 30 days he must practice at least one single Nazerlteship of
30 daysg 1§ 1t Is more he practlices one long Nazarlfeshlprof that many
days, We do not, however, Interpret his vow to mean that he should practice
many single Nazarlteships according to the number of days it tekes to go
from here to place Xo The difference between the two cases Is explained
by Rabag "SHA'AN| SA'AROS Hb'!L U'MUVDALOS ZU MfZU", THE GEMARA then
questionss "GABEY YOMI NAMI, HA KUSIV VAYEH! EREV VAYEH| VOKER YOM ECHAD?"»
and the final answer fs glven "HAYOM LO D'MIFS'KI M'HADADI HU,MAI KA TAMAR,
YEMAMA VILEYLIYA CHAD YOMA HU, UTLTOLAM LO MIFS'KI M'HADADI", The reason
the Torah says "VAYEH| EREV VAYEHI VOKER" is to establish that night

precedss day, Essentiatly, however, time !s one continuous $law,e

ep




The Rogahover Gaon also quotes a Talmudic discussion in (BABA
BASRA 6681670 ) "HASOCHER ES HAPCEYL LA'ASOS IMO LYGOREN,HAYOM BYDINAR,
U'LIGOREN YOFEH SELA, ASOR LYTHENOS MINENY AVOL (I STCHORO MYHAYOM, B'DINAR
LtYOM,UtLIGOREN YOFEH SELA, MUTAR." THE RASHBAM explains the reason for
1+ "SHEKOL PTULAS HANEYAH YAMIM K®YOM ECHAD ARUCH DAMI," This remark
|1kewise Indicates that HMalachlcally time, unlike space, Is not divistble
Inte momentary or daily units,

However, as we read on we find that the Talmud compares the
fatter case to the ong offered by Rav and Shmuel, namely, when A says
to By "KUR BTSHLOSHIM, SA'AH BYSELA, "RISHON, RISHON, KANAH" . Because
he mentloned SA'AH B'SELAH, eech saah Is a separate unlt and its sale
Is effected Immediately, before he finishes measuring all the 30 saahs,
In our case, also, while he hired him for 100 days, he added on the re=
mark "B'OINAR LIYOW', Consequently, each day s a separate unit, Why
then 1s he allowed to work during the last 30 days which constitute the
harvest scason for merely a dinar per day? The real wage fhen Is much
more, and the reason the worker is satisfled with less is obviously because
the employer advenced him the money several months ahead of the season,

L

and that is usury.

Now, the mere fact that the Talmud compares 100 days in the
realm of time to %0 measurcs of wheat which belong to the realm of spaee
Indicates that they are both dlvisble, contrery fo whet ve sald before.
Refers TZFUNOS HAROGOTZOV! by Moshe Grosberg.

The question posed by the MOGEN AVRAMAM, why should the wander=
er In the desert, who lost track of the Sabbath, be prohibited from
working every day lest 1t Is Shabbos~ why gan't he apply the principle
of ROV, the Ilkellhood 1s 6 to | that 1t Is a weekday- to my mind the

answer to this questlion does not depend upon the principie of KAVUA which
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in turn would Tnvolve us In the phllosphic dispute between the Mutakallemlm
and Malmonldes, | belleve that the entire principle of having Shabbos
tose lts ldentity among the other weekdays, is totelly Inadmissibles As
rabbls who |eerned YOREH CEAH, we operate wlth the coﬁcept of BITU B'ROV
or BYSHISHIM, when some prohlbited food ertlcle 1s mixed with kosher food,
And In thls connectlon we aré aiso told thet"™MILSA DYAVIDA L'TAYMA, AFILO
BYELEF LO BATW™, The"PRI M'GODIM Tn SHA'AR HATA 'RWOS" dlscusses this
matter whether 1t 1s M{DVURAISE or MID'RABANAN, and he concludes that

the view held by some that Blbiically, even a splcy food articie loses

Its ldentity, refers only to such an artlcle which while felt yet the
TA'AM s KOLUSH, the taste Is only vaguely felt, However, when the
artlicle !s keenly felf, even when outnumbered & thousandfold, there Is

no doubt that Btbltca\ly‘MtD;URA!SA’l* does not lose its ldentity,

Surely, Shabbos Is a MILSA D'AVIDA LITA'AMA potently effective
throughout the week, Its scent so to speak penetrates and pervades the
six weekdays as well, Long before our tIme Rabbl YEHOSHUA ben CHANANYA
when asked"MIPNEY MAH TAVSHIL SHEL SHABBOS RUCHO NODEF" he answered,

TTAVLIN ECHAD YESH LANU V'SHABBOS SHEMO" (SHABBOS 119). From the viewpoint

&. So we are

of Judalsm, Shabbos ts the ralson dtetre of the whole wee
told In the Mechllta, quoted by Nachmonldes ( Exodus XX,8) on the Fourth

of the Ten Commandments, "ZACHOR ES YOM HASHABDOS L 'KADSKO", Says

Re Yltzechok "LO $* £Y MONEH K'LERECH SHE HA'ACHEYRIM MONIM, ELA STHEY

MONEH L'SHEYM SHABBOS"™ and Nachmonides explains thls statement to mean

that unllke the non=Jews who count each weekday Independently of the others,
Sunday, Monday, ete,, we Jews should count the weekdays in relation to

Shabboss RISHON BYSHABBOS, SHEYN BYSHABROS etce.. ( | really vonder why

the most orthodox tn our midst fall to ifve up to thls Commandment,




Sunday or Zuntag was & day dedicated by the pagans to the worship of

the sun. On Monday, Montag they worshipped the moon and so on, Surely
we should not use these pagan nemes in our doily speech, partlcularly
when there is an express command to remember the Sabbath Day all throughe
out the week, and to call erch day by Its relationship to Shabbos,)

This Injunction "ZACHOR ES YOM HASHABBOS L 'KADSHO" postuletes the
character of Shabbos as the ultimate obJectives All the other weekdays
are only means to the Shabbos, which in turn Is the ends Contreary to
the Christian world that chose the flrst weekday on which to rest and
replenish lost energy, thus making thelr Sabbath @ means to the working
days ahead, we Jews conslder Shabbos the ultimate goal, at which time
we rest physically in order to be able to elevate ourselves spiritually,
Shabbos is not a means to the weckdays following, but rather the culmin=-
ation point of all striving in the course of the weekdays pest, Shablos
s thus the MILSA-D'AVIDA L'TA'AMA the pyngent splce that flavors the
entire week., Without the Shabbos as thelr glorious culmination point,
the six weekdays lose their spiritual signlficance, Consequently,
there could be no possiblility of heving Shabbos lose ifsggf among the
other days,

Thg implicetion of the Fourth Commandment Is very clear, Shabbos
Is not Just a day of rest when we accumulate new vigor for the subsequent
week., Shabbos i{s the goal for which we are to strive all week long,
bacause on Shabbos we are to climb the ladder of spiritual perfection.
No wonder Shabbos has been adorned with countless mystical symbols, It
has been personifled enthroned and proclaimed Quean Sabbath SHABBOS
MALKISA, |ts approach is encountered by people of Israecl with a tender
love song, L'CHAH OODIY similar to the ropturous cppre=ch to a bride

on the part of the groom. Even the Kiddush service has Lzen my tleslly
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interpreted In terms of a wedding ceremony when blessings are uttered
over a cup of wine,

The important question, therefore, that we as Rabbanim must ask
ourselves Iss "How do we rabbis spend the Shabbos Day? Are we any better
after Shabbos then we-mere before? Do we experience any spiritual eleva®
tlon be 1t at least one rung on the ladder of Terah and plety?" Or are
our minds totally preoccupied with "Machshavos Zoros" that deprive us
of the spliritual fulfiiiment that Shabbos representss

Another point that ﬁusf be brought to your afttention is, that
besides Zachor there 1s also "Shamor Es Yom Ha Shabbas L1kadsho." Shamor
Implies that the Shabbos was placed in our charge and we have the obllga-
tion of Shomrim to safeguard the Shabbas In every possible way. Even 1
we are to reduce our Shemirah to the minimum, to that of the Shomer Chlinem,
we are hald responsible for any desmage done to the Shabbos as a result of
ngelfgence on our parts

I'n connection with TRUMAM the Torah states "VAYICABER HASHEM EL
AHARON, VA'ANI HINEY NASATI .LECHA ES MISHMERES TIRUMASI" e Since TRUMAH
needs SCHMWIRAH, the Talmud deduces from It fhaf HESACH HADA'AS makes
the TRUMAH PASUL, There Is only a MACHLOKES between Rabb:i Yochanan and
Resh Lokesh as to whether HESACH HADAPAS 1s @ P'SUL TUMAH or a PISUL
MAGUF, |F, for example Ell Jjoah the Prophet should make an appearance and
assure us thot the TRUWAH was not contaminated during the time ments attene
tion was diverted from ity then 1§ HESACH HADA'AS is a P'SUL HAGUF, the
TRUMAH became Pasul regardless of whether or not 1+t actually became con-
taminated,

Be the case as it may, one thing is definite that because the
Torsh stipulates SHAIRAH by TRUMAH, thara myst be no HESACH HADATAS,

Since the Torsh stipulates clesrly that Shabbos also neds

SHIMRAH, 1t follcws thet we mey not allow our attention o be dlverved
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from the preservation of Shabbos, A sacred duty devolves upon us fo
dwel] upon the observance of Shabbos, to try and influence non=observant
Jews to become observant, and so-celled observant Jews to become more
observant, We have to stand guard and be careful not to allow our atten-
tlon to be dlverted for a moment lest the Shabbos Is descrateds Un-
fotunately, we rabbls dwel! tn our sermons upon all| types of subJects.

We talk about Van Doren and about TV showsy we dlscuss atomic energy and
sputnickss we discuss the best sellers, Exodus and the Ilkes but we
seldom speak of guarding the Sabbath, Even when we talk about Judaisme
how beautiful and how glorfous 1t fis= we fall to spell 1t out in terms of
SHWIRAS SHABBOS,

{+ lis not only because we happen to be rabbis that we are duty=
bound to do our utmost In the preservation of the Shabbos, Even |f we
were ordinary BAALEBATIM, we would be subject to abide by"SHAMOR ES YOM
HASHABBOS LE KADSHO", This command wes proclalimed to every singls Jew
regardless of whether he Is a spiritual leader or an ordinary laborer,
Reb Yoshe Ber Brisker once told his BAALEBATIM that they too were obliga=-
ted to clean out all the evil from the community, The only difference
between the rabbi and the BAALEBATIM, he sald, was that the rabbi was a
SHOMER SACHAR while the BAALEBATIM Ware SHOMREY CHINAM, but even a SHOMER
CHINAM lis CHAYAV AL HAP'SHIAH., Willful neglect, ind{fference towards the
pathetlc status of the Shabbos means that we fail fo live up to the
divine command,

I would suggest that the Rabbiniic Alumnl sponsor a special
publticat ton on shabbos so that all our chaverim may be Informed about the
many do's and donttts tn our compiicated modern age with its many modern
gedgets, Thls linformation should be presented in & luc!d manner that

could be used by our chaverim as a text with which to MGI
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our respectlve BAALEBATIM The laws of Shabbos, to quote from IF in our
bulletins, and 1§ possible to Include some of it In all of our aduit
classes, e must make wide propagenda for the observance of the Shabbos,
especially In our day, when a flve day werking week has become a reallitye
We‘rabbis In our respective communities could make a great contribution
toward the observance of the Shabbos and { am certein our BAALEBATIM

wl | appreclate our sincerity snd display ¢ greater regard for us,

There 1s one more ttem to which { would Ilke to call your atten-
tion, and that ts the |Imitation of TOSEFOS SHABBOS, 1t Is of course a
meritorious deed to usher In the Sabbath earliler than the time Indicated
on the calendar. The question, however, is how early can we do e
Can we start Shabbos on Fridey morning or Friday noon? The answer lis
that we cannot because it defeats its own purpose, | say 1 with rdfe
erence to many of our colleagues who have KABOLAS SHAESOS seivices at 6100
P.M. onh the long summer Fridays whan sursei is naerly 2 houre tater, This
s so because of our day!ight saving iime. in SHULCHL AR CHSORAGH CHAYIM
(267:2) lit lis statad fhay the warllies: tias fop Digebing slinbies candies
and DAVENING MAARIY g Prias HAEMEHT:A,

To DAVEN MAARTY tatnre B0 TWy MO Ta unpes tﬂnn NiT GECAVENT,
because of the BIRAGHTS . ivATALAN, VThe wCef:d AVRARM zvPzuiates that on
Fridays we may DAVEN M\AR Y oafore suns at, afrer vhe MLAC HAMINCHAH, even
though we usually DAVIN GaAFR:Y @ ter cunsar. 1o ther cass; however, we
must DAVEN MINCHA before tie S1LAG HhabicHAM, s that there should be no
contradiction, no TART: D'SA3RI, ca ting rhe peried afier the PILAG
HAMINCHAH both day and night, To have oie set iime for Friday night
services, six or six rhiviv for the antice suneer iie definltely against

the laws | cen teli you what | ¥niroduced in my shule. Every yeew | come=
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pute the P'LAG HAMINCHAH of every Friday during the summer monfhs and

we begin Mincha about 20 miinutes before, By the time we finish MINCHA,
L'CHU N'RAN!NAH, BAMEN MACLIKIN, and we ecome to BORCHU 1t lis already
after the P'LAG HAMINCHAH . Naturally the time for Fridey niight services
verles accordingly. | respectfully suggest thet the Rabbiinic Alumni
should serve its constituent body with this information, 1| would glad-
ly offer the information to the offlce for distribution, | do the

computetion anyway for my own purpose and everyone is welcome fo ite

In conclusion may | stete that it is my sincere hope *hat
through the Rabbinlc Alumn! we may sttenarhen the Shadboe amo =ztusn it
to its pristine glory and splendor. ©f nv pazai has seiverd Fo bring
about even only a slignt changs for the hervar | gonsidne ey Giforts

well rewarded,
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SABBATH I N HALACHA

by Rabbl Joseph Lewittes
New York, N.Ye

The exact text of the MOGEN AVRAKAM 1s as fol Jows, "VIAF AL
BAY DYROV YAMIM HEYM CHOL, ZEH MIKRI KAVUA," The question of the
MOGEN AVRAHAM does not seem to be that the day of Shabbos should be
BOTELB'ROV as in the case of TA'ROVOS YOVESH BIYOVESH for then his
answer of KAVUA would be meaninglessy for as TOSEFOS (CHW IN 95) asks
nyUHA DKAIMA LAN MYDTURAISA CHAD B!TREY BOTEL HAINU HEYCHA SHEMT'URAV
VIEYNO NtKAR HA 11 SAR.™ And here also the ISAR thei {s SHABBOS ts nof
N{KAR, However, as Rabbl Soloveltchik has discussed in his Shiur, we
can inqulire as fo what 1s the reason that LO NtKAR HA'ISAR invalldates
KAVUAtL |s 1t because In this case there 1s a DIN BITU such that HAYISAR
NEH!PACH L1 TH'YOS HETAR or ts 1t simply that whenever the 1SAR ts not
recognizable there i{s DIN KAVUA even though the |SAR does not beoohe
BOTEL. An example of the two possibliltics ta given by the di fference
of opinion among the RISHONIM concerning tns rase of a man who appoinfe
ed a SHLIACH to ba IN'KACESH any | SHAH foir i and then the SHLIACH
dieds Assuming CP&%@KAH SHLIACH OSEH SHLICHUSO then %13 GENARA says
the man is "ASUR ETOHOL HANASHIM SHEBICLAMY tor he night be marrying
a forbldden reiativa of tne woman marrtad Fo hin through the SHLIACH.
However, TOSEF0S (NAZIR i2) states that this is only a KNAS
MUDIRABANAN, MID?LRA!SA he may marty any woman and we say KAL D'PARI SH
MIRUBA PARISH, for cortainly the majority 0f iha wonen in the world are
not relatives of i1hie MENOWR woman poésibiy wmaritacd o hims TOSEFOS
states further that even i he goes To the woman v sv11l say KAL
DYPOR|Sit MIRUDA PART S tor “he DYN KAVUN s {ardriscipia here since the

{SAR is not Wwpty rhet Tsp if 1s nst enow proniod s antah aoner are

&

forbldden to himg TThus we see fhet according *2 FOSE U even Vhough et
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there 1s no BITW, for 1t s not loglcal to say that a person should
become BOTEL BYROV, nevertheless KAVUA does not applys However, others
notably the RAMBAN AND RASHBA, maintain that the law ASUR BICHOL HANASHIM
SHEBTOLAM 1S MYDURAISA ¢or not withstanding that the ISUR 18 not NIKAR
BIMKOMO the principle of KAVIA still prevails, for that which Invalfdafes
KAVWA is BITW and since there Is no BITUL of persons 1+ remains KAVUA,

on the besls of this ! fee| we can Interpref the MOGEN AVRAHAM
by assuming two thingss

) the MOGEN AVRAHAM holds that 1t 1s not loglcal to say that
a day should become BOTEL B'ROV, to lose 1fs {dentlty, as does I'SIR
BIHETARe Intuitively this seems correct even though the MOGEN AVRAHAM
glves no formal proofe

b) the MOGEN AVRAHAM holds the viewpoint of the RAMBAN that the
MAFKIA of KAVUA Ts BITUL.

Thus the MOGEN AVRAHAM can be glven the fol lowing Interpretation.
He asks that since the day of SHABBOS 1s not knoun, even though {t cannot
become BOTEL B'ROV, why cantt we say KAL D'PARISH MIRUBA PARISH., To
this the answer s that the VSLR SHABBOS is consldered KAVUA3 and even
though 1t 1s not NI KAR, since there is not BITUL 1+ remains KAVUA,

This, | feel, 1s the correct meaning of the MOGEN AVRAHAM,  How=
ever, even from his approach one can st1i} argue thset even though the
day of SHABBOS among the other days ls considered KAVUA= KAVUA is only
when the man goes to the group contalning the 1SR and HETAR while here,
however, the day comes and confronts the mang and even according to
the forementioned RAMBAN the principle of KAVIA applies only when the
man goes fo the woman white 1§ she comesto him we atll|l say KAL DYPARISH
MRUBA PARISH.

concerning the general problem though, | think, the whole

question of KAL D'PARISH M'RUBA PARISH s out of place, For time
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Is not to be considered as something outside of the personal existence
of men from which the days are cast out into the world, but,rather as
something which derives from man's sense of activity and experiences
Therefore those day;}::;e pest are gone snd will never be re=experienced
and have no berring on the prerent day Just es the future days are af
present non-existent, We are therefore confronted with one single day
and there 1s, no eternal set of days whence to say that this day comes
and to which we can apply the principle of KAL D'PARISH MIRUBA PARI SHe
Conclsely, what | am trying to say is that the concept of TAIRWOS ts
not applicable to days in time as 1t Is to bodies in spaces

However, the question that should be ralsed is thisg We
know there are two types of ROV, RUBA D'ISA KAMAN Which has already been
eliminated as non=existent In this case, and RUBA D'LESA KAMAN: as for
example ROV BYHEYMOS K'SHEYROS, when given a BYHEYMAH we say it Is
Kosher on the basis of the ROV, We have not examined A1l B'HEYMOS in
the world at the present moment and found the majJority of them Kosher
so that we can say this perticular one comes from the ROVy rather this
Is a stetistical ROV based on experience, Through the yesrs we find
empirically that most BYHEYMOS we have dealt with are Kosher and;by an
Inductive process‘we generalize and say that ROV BYHEYMOS KYSHEYROS,
past, present, and future, fn our cese also why can't we say that since
on the basis of experience the man knows that every 6 out of 7 days he
can do work, then the statistical probabliity Is that today it 1s also
not SHABBOS, [n ofher words a RUBA DILESA KAMAN 1s essentlally a
probability, which 1s also applicable In thls cases

It seems that we can answer this by one simple considera=

tiong that ls the above reasoning would be Justified 1f the mant's
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SAFEK were simply !s today SHABBOS or not, But is is not so, for his
SAFEK Is which day of the week Is 1t today; is todey Friday and If

so temorrow s SHABBOS, or 1s today SHABBOS, or Is today Sunday and
hence SHABBOS wlll be In slx days or according to the MECHILTA is to-
day YOM ALEF, YOM BEYS, etc., for each day of the week has & special
designation end the problem Is which day applies to this day, Thls
now becomes a SOFEK HASHOKUL with respect to each days there Is no
greater probability that today is YOM ALEF than that 1¢ Is SHABBOS.,
1f, In the orlgin of the problem we cannot decide one way or another,
he remains in doubt as to what day of the week 1t Is, ahd it Is Just

as probable that It is SHABBOS as any other day., It Is therefore a

problem which cannot be resolved and the only DIN.that can be formylated

is that which Is stated in the GEMARA that he is forbldden to work

each day because 1t Is a SOFEK SHABBOS,

13P




LATE FRIDAY NIGHT.SERVICES

by Rabbi Moses Mescheloff
Chicago, |llinois

in this brief paper it 1s not my intent fo discuss the

propriety of thls innovetion or its Halachic permissibility. |
want only to discuss this phenomenon - and to report on its purbose,
1ts methods, its desirebility snd [ts degree of success,

My observetions are based on the results of my own experience
In this fleld for over 20 yeers, and the response to & questinnnalre
which | distributed In the greater Chicagy *yea in prapirsticn for this
paper, Response was eliclted firom a duzsn Orthndix zab> s, four
Conservative rabbis, two refo=n radbhls and cna recoastructionlst rabbl
( whose flrst statement was trat ils opinfon of *he Friday iight
Service was diamefricaliy opposed to that of the otner reconstruction-
{st In the city).

tn seeking answers to this questionnalre from members of
our Rabbinic Alumni, | found that this service is not observed as gener=
ally in the East as it is in the midwest, Will the midwest affect the
east In thls direction? In Chlcago the average service brings an attend-
ance of from 150 to 300 people, surely a response that géserves study,
Who wants the late Friday night service? The Congregetion?

The Rabbi? The results of the questionnalre gives“us all four answerss
1) boths 2) the congregation but not the Rabbi; 3) the Rabbl but not
the congregation; L) nefther . Some Rabbis call 1t a "pain In the neck",
and plead for 1ts abolition, Others, locking at an empty synagogue at
the Kabolas Shabboss earlier in the ever'na and the next morning, call
1t a practical necessliy, Still others see in it a great opporfunify

and fulflliment for the spreading of faltn and Jewich anowledge,
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It is lergely the Rabbl who initiates Friday ntghf activity,
Its aspect Is » to & grest degree -~ the reflection of his efforts at
effecting a compromise batween what he wants to give his people and what
the deslres are of those of his congregation who are Interested In some
tdentification with the Sabbath within the confines of the synagogue.

A few of our men have made of the Friday evening a study night.
They have instituted classes in accordance with the educational back-
ground and abllitles of thelr adult studentse The classes are followed
usually, by "tea and cake," The attendance, though relatively small,
is stable and reguler, These Rabbls vociferously distinguish between
this and "a service,"

Then there 1s what one colleague calls his "Chevra T'hilliim",
A few dozen elderly couples Join in the reeding of a few psaims In
Hebrew and In English, after which he delivers a talk, He feels that
he 1s competing with the JwB In attracting "Golden Agers." He l1s
giving his people an opportunity for "Togetherness" when they are not
attracted by caerd playling and are tired of watching TV,

Very popular Is the "Oneg Shabbat" form of service. This
includes a number of psaims, synagogue hymas, Zemiros and a talk or
sermon followed by a soclial hours The Oneg Shabbat leaves [ts Impres=
sion on many who otherwise would remaln distant from the synagogue, and
would be part of an Indifferent, Sabbath violating Jewish community,

A fourth form 1s the "Maarlv service.” Astonishingly, many
traditional men conduct "services" which leave very much to be desired,
For many this type of service glves the only opportunity for weekly
synegogue prayer, Here Is an activity which Justifies the name
"synagogue" to many a congreg:tion whose other activities entitle it

at best, to only the name, "Beth Am,"
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For |7 years the late Friday night Service at my synagogue in
miam! Beach,Florida, made use- though loosely = of the Goldfarb-Levinthal
service book,"Song and Pralse for Sabbath eve". The sarvizes vara very
well attendad, For years they attracted cverficw audiances. imagine
"SRO" at a synagoguel Was it due o my coransic abiiityt ol socsesarlly,
Tourlsts wanted to "see the sights.™ Didzicrs wira n0k' oy fop arofohe
fonship, They came thel ihay mignt Sring home repoarts of fhy wendacdul
synagogue and Rabbi Ir Miami Baach o the 'aparagenent GF Fhybr oul,

But they left with more than this critizel desires Thuy ded boen haliowed
by the Sabbath.

For the past flve yerrs In Chlcage | have dsaii with the probe
lems common to the normal synagogue in the seiticd zommunity, After
di scarding a book used by my predesessor, bewawse o ite nonetraditional
character, | developed an Oneg Siabbat form of service wiinch made use of
the Birnbaum Stddu- together with an accompany ing o' ivad wrachuse of
siddur selections of psalms, hymns, Zemlros and fheir iraissiiveralion,
This was followed the next year by a completely lidapanideny doeg Shobbat
brochure of some 20 pages. Sensitive to audienca reaciion, | f5:% thal
I should try the substitution offé full Maarlv service {szrs ¥abuias
Shabbos), For & year | alternated between these two sarvizes, zuking
my service committee fto try to learn the congregation's prefarence,

The overwhelming majority "wanted to daven", As a resuit, for vne dast

two years we have been having a "Traditional Maariv Servics’ wiich

-

»
o

wnglish as

NE Y EY

included congregational reading of pai't of the servica
well as Hebrew, followed by a lecture and a soclal hour. Trie *vpes of
service has not decreased our creditable attendance ai Jubniac ShikhHns,
|t has taught many who had been far fiom prayer\how Fooveia part In

and be inspired by a traditional Maariv service, Sone ¢ @i j>iicd the

elementary Hebrew classes of our Adult (astitute so that ooy could
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read the prayers in Hebrew}

From the responses to the questionnaire [ lesrned that most
services begin at 8130 P.M, and that they are from I+ to 1% hours In
length, Very few Rabbis invite guest speakers, Very few have speclel
services for outside organizations, The Orthodox Rabbi usually "lec-
tures™y the Reform Rabbl "sermon!zes," Seldom Is there a sequence In
the weekly toplesy at most 2 or % lectures a year are on one subjects
Both an Orthodox and @ Reform Rabbl complain of the need for " fresh
materials" to make thelr service more Inspiring. |

Who attends these services? The young people do noty This
Is generally true 1n all ceses, unless a speclal service Is being con-
ducted, for and by them. Then superhuman efforts bring some of them out,
By and large mlddle aged and elderly women bring out thelr husbandse How
many come? Not too many{ But that ls a refative term, Compare the
number with those attending Ssbbath morning and you-are encourageds {n -
suburban areas attendance ¥s usually proportionately higher; the average
age, lower,

How does one Increase the number of those attending? The
answer most generally seems to be "with gimmics,"

1) One Rabb! suggests "spectaculars,” Where a few synagogues

are In the same nelghborhood, let each synagogue take one Sabbath and
"give Tit everything", inviting the others,

2) The posteservice "soclal" offers many veriations; excellent
refreshments; singing at the tables; the answering of prepared

questionss general discussions, People |lke the opportunity to be heard,
to alr their opinions,

3) "Family Night" where the effort is to bring children out with
thelr perents. Many details cen add to the succe#s of this evening,

The lecture is geared to the younger sudience. Blrthdays and special
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news items merit spectal recognitlion,

Ly * "organization Nights" though not too successful in bringing
out organizational memberships, will bring their special messages to the
congregation, some additional attendance and an opportunity for more lay
participation In the service proper,
5) "Consecrat fon Nighte," My congregction observes a "Daily
Re\!gious Schoo] Consecration™, & "Sunday School Consecration" and a
"New Member Families Consecration" each yerre In the flrst two - for
the newly enrol led children - progr:ms are presented after the fofmal
servige by a few classesy Therce nights usually bring out many more people
and add to the"pageantry” of a Fridey evening at the synagogue.
6) Lecture serles are prepared with the hope that people will
come more regulariys Last yeer | presented a series of lectures on
historic characters and thelr timess Leatures cannot afford fo be too
scholarly or too longes When the sub Ject s populzrly treated people are
eager to learn and appreciate facts more than rhetorics This yesr | have
prepared a series of lectures on Religion and its influence In various
flelds, Obtaining tha proper guest lecturers for this serles may be
dl fficult, but there is the reward of obtaining a many sldad presenta=
tion by those who are famllliar with their materials, 1t Is proving quite
successful e
7) All thece gimmlics are es nothing in comparison with the
BAS MITZVAH, Orthodox synagogues In the gast heve apparently not accept=
ed this innovetion, however there |s Quch to be sald in lts favor,

one Traditional Rabbl, a viece president of the RCA, tells
me that as a result of the institution of the BAS M TZVAH In his synagogue
he now has more girls graduating from his Hebrew School than boys. My
congregafion requires a girl to attend a minimum of L years in our 5 day
a week schoo} ( 7 to 10 hours weekly) beforc ber 17 th birthdey =u a pre=-
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requisite for @ public BAS MITZVAH ceremony on a Friday night. The
number of BAS MITZVAH observances has grown each year,
it is not my intention to describe the BAS MITZVAH practice

In detail, | do want to state that INVARIABLY the BAS MITZVAH brings
out from 3 to % times the normal attendance at a Friday Night Late
Servlce, With cautlon that Halachah be not violated, the BAS MITZVAH
ceremony can yet be beautiful, Impressive and an insplration to the
younger giris and thelr parents in the direction of more intensive
religlious training, The form of the post=service social on a BAS MITZVAH
evening 1s usually elaborate, often levish, Family and friends, Invited
by formal fnvitetion of the parents, come In grest numbers, In one In=
stance this yeer, where many out of town relatives ceame for the
BAS MITZVAH, the parents arranged for a catered Sebbath meal to be served
In the synagogue auditorium affer the usual Kabolas Shabbos, (f was a
heart warming experience., Zemiros, femily greetings and fhe Blrchat

Hamazon put everyone in the Sabbath mood before the Late Friday service

hegan.

In conclusion, what did the Rabbis who responded to my
questionnalre have to say about this form of service? Some complalned
that lit robbed them of thelir private Sabbath enJoyment. Most of them
were satfsfled that they were performiing a service to the congregat ion
in the synagogue observance of the Sabbath, Most of them were content
with "the service" as they had it, A few felt that there was need

for more of a "real service",



The personal resction wes very wide, from frustration and
defeatism to enthusiasm and pride, Many Rabbis feel that this ser-
vice s "bringing the mountain to Mohammeds" They are certain that
the omission of the late service will pot bring these same people
to the earl|ier Kabolas Shabbos or to a Sabbath morning service.

in @ "non=praying generation", hard effort, perslstence and,
1f you pleése, gimmlcs are giving many Jews a positive ettitude fo-

ward prayer, and reopening the synagogue doors to communal worship,
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PROGRAMMING FOR FRIDAY EVENING

by Rabb! Maurice Lamm
Floral Park,N.Y.

| « THE ONEG SHABBAT
a) Brachah

b) Refreshments~ Cake and Tea

¢) D'var Torah = On Perek

d) Zemlros ~ Limlted to ten minutes, Led by Centor, Choice of
songs by congregants,

Song bnoklais used are-" Sabbath Zemiros" Leaflet that
accoupanies record, and aiso JWO compiiatinon, Usually
Yiddlsh or nid feverites, Teach ona, in additlon to
the favorives you sing every wWsaks

e) "Ask tha RabkI" « Ten minute informative and usua!ly enfertaining

; session, Clarify two pointse (i) thabt thers are many
questions you cannot answer ( they will Pike dhe hunility
and it will take you off the hook = ( Nof rozvmnended
for first year men}) and also, (2) Questions shouid be
of gaeneral interest, prcferably on the topic of 1he
forun or lecture of the evening, ( Reserve the right to
refer a question to an adult edueation course, or posfpone
1+ to another tlme for elaboraiions)

f) Free Talk
g) Btrachah Acharonsh
Il = FORUMS, LECTURES, and SPECIAL SABBATHS

A) IDEAS FOR FORUMS; PRIMARY PURPOSE OF FRIDAY FORUMS 1S EVOCATIVE RATHER
INFORMAT IVE ¢

1} Future of American Traditional Jewry

2) Is your youngster prepared for Jewlsh adult 11ving- Does Schoo!
prepare them, does home, does community?

3) The Arab Refugee problem= booklet by Barnett Brickner

L) confronting the milder forms of Anti-Semitism such as= priest
Invoking Jesus, Clvic club talk against Israel, etc,

5) Ethics and Relfgion in Businesse Like Christmas Ads In your store;
selling to someons who can't aticrd to buyy amoupt of interest on
purchase loans; unfalr competition,

6) Publlc Sehool and Christlenity { hefore Chanuikar rnts yoar) Christe
mas Plays and Songsg Prayersgetce ;
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7) Courtship end Marrlage According to the Jewlsh View Polnt,
B) = LECTWRE SERIESs
|-Jewish Concepts and thelr #ltzvos
a) Concept of Holiness~ Klddush,Havdalah and Candlelighting
B) Concept of G'dts Providence= The Mezuzah
¢) Concept of G'd's Earth- Blessings and Grace
d) Concept of Imltation of G'd= Sabbath Laws of Work
e) Concept of the Dignity of Man= Laws of Mourning
f) Concept of Character Dlscipline~ Fanlly Purlty
2«Reasons for not Bellevingsse and a Rabbi's Reply
a) In the Value of Prayer
b) That the Jews are the Chosen People
¢) In the Dietary Laws
d) Authorlty of the Halacha
@) The Nead of Meny Rltuals
f) In the Miracles
3-Archlitects of the Talmud

Personal{tles and Problems of Tannalm and Amoralm
See "Avos Hadoroes"™ and others.

Li=Great Book Serles ( Fer Four Sabbaths of Book Month)

The Author, content of the book, and the relevance to today,
Use Ribalowe

a) The "Stddur®
b) The "Kuzarl"
¢) The "Shulchan Arukh"
d) "Messtlat Yesherim"
S=Living Problems of Amerlcan Jews
a) The Amertcan Jewish Woman
b) ldentlications of Amerlican Jews: Horlzonta, ana Vertleal

¢) Israels Its Place tn American Jewry
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d) Relation to G'd in American Jewish Minds

6 = Living People of the Bible

Text, Pro or Con, ncertain People of the Book"
by Maurice Samuel

a) The Manager

b) A Brilliant Failure? = No t

c) The Hellcat

d) The Perverted Genlus

e) The Comic as Fool - In a traglc play
£) The Great Grandmother

7 = Where They Falled

Consideration of Diverse and Adverse Movemnets 10
Jewish Tradltion Among Jews

a) Essenes
b) Karaltes
¢) Reform
8 = Why They Returned
a) Rozensvelg
b) Herzl
¢) Edmond Fleg
d) Patliere
9 = Floating Course Toplcs
|, The meaning of "work" on the Sabbath
2, The need for ritual
2, Heaven and Hell in Judalsm
li, Jewlsh Survival = Why and How? )
5. Shylock "On Trial" in Jewish Law
6, After death, what?
7. Jewlsh and Christlan G-d 1dea

8, What should we think of mlracles
9, Falth and Lawe Jewish and Christian roads te salvation

10. The place of Jesus In Jewish thinking
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I1e Will Antf=Semttlsm ever disappear?

12, Revising Christlan teaching concerning Jews
13, Jewlsh attitude toward marriage

e Rellgious trends in American Jewry

15¢ Revelation Is Divine

16. The concept nf Messiah In Jewlsh History

17, Treatment of Animals according to Jewish law
18, Workshop In Kosher laws

19, Are the "Rabbis of Old" old-fashioned?

20, Can Judalsm thrive In a peace~time army

21, Jews and Judalsm in Puerto Rice

22, The place of Jewish woman In Jewish |ifee
2%, What to do with the memory of Hitler

2li, Jewish attltudes toward gentlles

25, Everlasting aspects of the "Shtetti"

26, Is "Jewish Genius" a reallty

27, Ethics In business- a Jewlsh view

28, The contributions of Hasldism

29, |s "dual loyallty " a real problem?

30, Does the Yeshiva movement fit Into American education?

C = SPECIAL SABBATHS

For these occasions "Program Sheets" were distributed, and committee
that was concerned publiclzed the event,

Board of Dlrectors Sabbath

Three dlscussants on the themes THE COMMUNITY'YS RESPONSIBILITY TO YOU

Ststerhood Sabbath

Highlighting a great Jewish Woman as Evening Themes

"DEBORAH NIGHT" ,"BERURIAH NIGHT", publiclity, decorations, geared to
Tte

Dlscussants on Perconallty, LIfe and Times, Relevance Today,
Responsive Reading, etce

Book Month Sabbath

Program and Book Displays
Debate~"SHOULD JUDAISM BE DISPLAYED IN BAD LIGHT IN AMERICAN NOVELS"

Debate="CAN THE UNLETTERED BE PJOUS"=- Based on "Lo Am Ha'aretz
Chasid" ( In Its non-technical sense)
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Music Month Sabbath

Cantoer and Cholr Substitute for Sermon

Give veriety of melodies as developed In Jewish History=
Those developed In Ghetto and In Freedom ( America)s

}sreel and In European Dlaspore
Chasldlc and Regular
Canterlal, old and new

Ritual Chatrman dellivers introductions
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AN EFFECTIVE BAR=MITZVAH SERVICE

By Rabb ! Murray Grauer
White P'a‘ns, N.Y.

INTRODLCT [ON¢

We shall not give our attention to Ber=Mitzvah preparation
In thls paper only In so far as thls rclates to fhe actual SERVICE,

i+ 1s Important for us to define our goals In deve loping
the Bar-M}tzvah service within the arca of Halachlc order. Let us
flrst state that our primary obJectlve is to create @ memorable and
meaningful atmosphere for the young lad to recall the day of his Induc=
tlon as a member of the congregatlon of Israels The ritual that he
participates in shouid be one which leaves him with a deep sense of
pride In his own echlevement and the status he has been elewated to.
The Bar Mitzvah service should have the capaclty to unlte the lad with
his famlly and with the congregation which Is recelving him., Of course

we are equally concerned with tmpressing the congregation as a whole

with the meaning of the growth of the Jewish community through the addi~

tlon of another observer of Mitzvos, Finally, the Bar=-Mltzvah service
should be the culmination of the campalign to insplre the Jewlsh student
to loyalty to Judalsm,

THE SERVICE

In order for a service to be effectlve there must be wor=
shipperss "In the presence of the multltude, there Is dignlty of
Royalty." In additlon to worshippers, a beautlful and neat prayer en-
vironment !s agaln of Immeasurable asslstance. The requlred personnel
to present the I1turgy to best advantage Is another factor fto be rec=
oned with, |f you lack people to worship, an effective Torah reader,
é competent Cantor and a resgectable environmernt, then eny rostitve

achlovement borders on ¥he herole,
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However, glven the worshippers, the reader, the Cantor and the
synegogue, we still have the challenge of offering this effective Bar=
Mitzvah services In our congregation the Bar Mitzvah 1s glven the
opportunity to address the congregation at services &f the content of
histalk Is totally his own "creatlve effort," This project glives the Bar
Mitzvah the opportuntty of thinking and creating In the realm of Jewish
themes. It ls preferable 1f he uses the subject matter of the Weekly
Torah portion, The talk Is composed under the guldance of the Rabbl and
this glves the youngster the opportunlty to confer with hls spiritual
leader. |t affords the atmosphere in which a more intimate relationship
may develop between the Rabbl and his developling congregant,

[t should also be borne tn mind that the Bar-Mitzvah service
Is the offlclal welcome of the Jewlsh community to a new adherent, [f
the lad possesses talent and background he should be glven the opportunlty
to participate In the service on a major level, such as reading the
Torah portion, chanting Shacharls, Musof or both. We have utlllzed In
the past, prayers whlch the Bnal MItzvah recited before the Ark was closed
after the Torsh resding. | report thet after a time this falled, because
the congregetlion felt that the prayers were mechanical and lacked the
sanctlty of the estaolished I1turgy. At this point thls rabbl subscribes
completely to the dictum of not "colning prayers which are not of the
establ{shed Rabbinlc coinage" and attempting to add them to our service,

After the conclusion of the Haftorah the Rabbi has two tasks;
one, to address the Bar Mltzvah and the other to preach to the con=-
gregation 1t 1s our conslidered opinioh that the address to the Bar-Mitzvah
should be one which {s dlirected completely to the youﬁg lades a personal
talk to him, One should not use the boy as a pretegt to preach a sermon

fo the adul ¥sy The Bar~Mltzvah Yo'k should be sxclusively direeicd to
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the young man and lts sub Ject matter should contaln Insplrationsl goals
that sre reallstically within his abliity to achleve,

This talk affords us the opportunlity to reflect upon his per=
sonal heritage, the assoclation of the congregation with hls parents,
(and even grandparents 1f such Is the case), and to Impress upon him the
sacredness of hls famlly assoclatlon with the house of worship, As the
talk Is about to be concluded, the parents of the Bar=Mitzvah are asked
to rise and stand before the pulplt. The Rabbl pronounces a blessing In
Hebrew and the parents repeat Tn Engdlish "May God Maks Thee as Ep;rafm
and Menasheh," Thereafter the threefold priestly benedicilon Is urtered
by the Rabbl,

It should be stated here that the Bar~Mitzvah should occupy a
seat of honor In the synagogue on hls Sabdzin, prefarably on the pulplt,

A frequent source of Irritstiocn ?6 many rebibls atiampting fo
achleve a standard of service and worsilp is the ari-lval of quests to a
Bar-MItzvah service who very often are Hebralcally and dudeically 1i!1t-
erates The Indlvlduals, owing to thelr tgioiaace, are visble 7o partlclipate
Intelligentiy In the service, Many congregations musi cope wlth those
who arrlve Improperly attired, and often with a frame of mind of sceking
entertalnment, In order to gain the Intelllgent pertlaipation of guests
and have them Join a trained congregation in a service, we have develop=
ed a Bar-Mltzvah service program, [t deflnes the whole service and
records the pages of the major prayers. The prayer draws the attentlon
of the worshlppers to those elements In the synagogue service which he
should glve hls best attention to., The name of the Bar-h!iivah appears
on the progrem for each Sabbathe

A Bar Mttzvah always means Increased attendaince a* the
synagogue servlice. This challenges the Rabbl to offer al asxpreprtate
-nessage ¥allored ¥o Yre boelgroma end frane of veferanwe of e prelble
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cwdar attendance of the day.

The service s concliuded and the members of the congregation re=-
main in thelr pews unt!l those on the pulplt and the parents of the
Bar-M]tzvah leave the synagogue first, in order to form & recelving llne

at the Klddush receptlone

{n all our dlscussion, we must assume unlform prayerbooks and
Chumashim are used, We utfilze the Blrnbaum Sabbath prayerbook and the

Hertz Chumash,

Editors Notes Coples of the program mentioned In thls paper are avallable

upon request, Please contact Program Depariment, C,SDs, Yeshiva Unlver=-

S'fYQ
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THE JUNIOR CONGREGATION

by Rabbl Paul Halt’
Flushing,N.Ye

The Junlor Congregation s regarded as a central activity and
Instltutlon within the framwork of the religious echool and synagogue.
Its purpose, as the name connotes, fs to provide chllidren with an
opportunity to participate In the Jewish religlous experlience of Tefllah
Blzlbur, congregational worship, The Junior Congregation also functlons
as a Bes Hamldrash In thet 1t serves as an educatlonal medlum fn famlllmp-
1z1ng students with the prayer book, Chumash, synagogue protocel and
Sabbath and festival laws and observancess Thé Junlor Congregation |lke-
wlse helps to equip students to ultlimately pa}flclpafe In the Adult
Congregation,

The purpose of this paper Is to consider but one among the many
practical problems faced by the Junlor Congregation, namely, the problem
of attendance, An attempt will be made to explore and formulate some
possible approsches to Junior Congregational progremming which might
help In overcoming conditions mllttating against maximum attendance, and
which might aiso facl|late efforts to Interest and involve Hebrew School
students In the overall Junlor Congregetional programe

0f necessity thls paper Is |imited, !t Is based on personal
experlence, observetlons, sundry published materlals and on tmplfcations
drawn from these. Incorporated Into thls paper are the data furnished
by the approximataly 55 questionnalres malled to our collesgues In Queens
Nassau and Suffolk countles, of which |8 were fllled out and returned,
Discussion In thls paper s essentlally iimited to the Junlor Congrega=-
tlon oonslsting of the age levels from 8 to |3,

The apparent major problem of most junlior econgregations Is that

of a¥terdance, (v avswer Yo - ueeflon,® Whet paroentegn of your
2 9 R b4

30 P



Hebrew schoo! (excluslve of Sundey schooi) attends Junlor congregotiont®,
the hlghest percentage reported was 70% achleved by only one congrega-
tlone Next In sequence were two congregations wlith 607 attendance,

The lowest was 20% reported by three congregations, | suspect that these
are maximum, not minlmum figures, At any rete, on the basls of the
quectlonnatre, the distribution percentage-wdse s as followss 9 con-
gregations attained from éo% to 32% attendances L congregations from

337 to L5%; © congregetions from L&% to 58%, and 3 congregations from
59% to 7! % The over=all average of atfendance af Juntor congregatlonal
services 1s 37%. ( The average attendance of adul f members at Sabbath
morning services based on answers to the questlonnalre, 1s only 20%)
But even 1f the Junlor congregatlon ls fafihgybefter than the adul t
congregation; we must recognize the fact that less than L out of e?ery

10 chll dren of our student body are beneflting from the program of fered
by the Junior congregation,

The problem of poor attendance, In many lInstances, fs com=
plicated and rendered more difflcult to cope with because of recreatlonal
activitles scheduled simultaneously with Sabbath morning services,
Because Hebrew school occuples two or three afternoons a week, the Juntor
congregation must compete with muslc or art lessons, medlcal vislts, and
the studentts clalm to at least one day a week on which he can sleep
late, To the question on the majJor obstacle fo Junior congregetional
attendance, one rabbl repllied, "Dentlstts appointments, dancing classes,
publ tec school athletle activitles, and recrestlonal centers, and the
fact that services fall on Saturday morninge"

The confllct of simultaneous activitles might be reduced
conslderably 1f the Hebrew school from the very start of the year were
to define ltself as an X=day~a =week schoo| Including Saturday morning

as a school day, Thus a school whereln classes are he!d on Sundays plus
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two alternate weekdays should Inform parents prior to reglstration that
1t 1s a L, not a 3~day-a=week school, Thls approach would ultimetely lead
parents to avold schedubing conflicting activitles on Saturday mornings,
even as most parents dp take care not to involve thelr children In week~
day actlvitles durlng the afternoon hours of Hebrew school Instruction,
This approach could be partlicularly effectlve In schools where students
get off two afternoons during the week, glving them ample time and
opportunity to keep thelr medical appointments and to pursue thelr extra-
currlcular activitles, For the F= day~a = week school, the problem of
confllcting activitles Is not solved as easlly, as one of our col leagues
stated in hls questionnalre, "™ We have a flve day a week school ,and
our children look forward to Shabbos as a day of rellef from Hebrew
School burdens,"

Nevertheless, to underscore the character of Saturday morning
servlées as an Integral part of the Hebrew School currlculum, attend-
ance should ba taken regularly, Not being permlitted to record attendance
In wrltling on the Sabbath tends to glve the child the erroneous Impres-
slon of the unimportance of regular attendance at the Junlor Congregation,
A number of schemes for taking attendance have been devised which are
rellable and effectlve, Pasting stamps on charts Inverlably consumes
too much class time, One of our colleagues suggests an envelope for each
class, containing cards with the names of the students of the class, to
be placed In a larger meniila type envelope, At services the name cards
of those present are placed Into a larger envelope. On Sunday the teacher
can appropriately record the attendance In his role books, But, unless
parents of absentées are notlfled, the essentlal purpose of taking attend-
ance |s defeated, Fourteen respondents to the questtionnalre fndlcated
that they dld not potlfy the absentees or thelr parents, although I5 re~
ported that attendance wes taken regulerly, In the event of two successlve
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absences from Junior services, parents should be notlfied, thereby plac-
Ing absenteelsm In the Junlor congregetion on the seme level with that
of the classroom,

Another approach to Increased Junlor congregetional attendance
Ites In the Integratlon of the Junlor and Adult Congregatlons, Of |8
Junior Congregetions, aleven do not particlpate In adult Sabbath morning
servlces at all, Of the remaining 7, one participates on the occasion of
Bar Mltzvahs another's participation Is |Imlted to four times a year, and
the remaining flve, once or twlce a year,

Qulte recently our school lnaugurated the procedure of Jolning
the Junior Congregatlion with the Adult Congregation fer the Mussaf service,
The enthuslastic response of parents to thls plan was very gratifyling.
While thelr enthustasm fer this arrangement might soon prove to be shorte
| fved, the fact remains nevertheless, that In the minds of parents, . »
combining the Junlor Congreg-tion with the Adult Congregetlon highllghts
the Important function of the Junior Congregation In the practical pre-
paration of chiidren for t halr participatlon In the relfgious I1fe of the
commuhity. The psychologlcal motivation for chlldren s of Inestimable
value too, slnce 1t relates them to the adul ¥ world whose conflrmation
and approvel they Invarlably seeke Such commendation and approval are
bestowed on the chlldren by adults In attendance, who anar!ably comp! 1=
ment them on thelr "davening" and on the beautiful melodles sung In
unison to the enhancement of the eoveral| Mussaf Service, Especlally on
a Shabbos when a Bar M{tzvah takes place, the Impression made on vislto s
and regular worshippers s most favorable and even Insplirings

Naturslly, directly related to the problem of attendance Is
the studeritts Interest In what takes plece ai Junior Services, Once
the student attends, what do we do to foster and sustain his Interect, to

develop tra Jurlor Congregetlon Yeblt? Tre caichuord nost frequentiy
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used to descrlbe the panocee to the student's apathy Is pertictpetlon,
while the Junfor Congregetlon should mcke evelloble a program providing
maximun opportunlty for participation of the largest number of students,
there s one erea In which only a few select students can participate at
#1rst, but, once developed, !t coen geln the Interest and enthuslesm of
larga numbers of students, | refer fo Torah reading end chazanus,

though more spec!flcolly to the former. Replles to the questlonnalre re=
veal thet I3 out of 18 Juntor Congregatlons hcve no awards for Torah
readlng or chazanus, the cause of whlch might well be that they slmply

do not have an organized Toreh reading or chazanus progrem. The tralning
of Torah readers cen serve as a genulne motive to jJuntor congrege tlonal
participation because pehfection In this discipiine ylelds prestige In

the eyes of zdults, The terching of "Trop" can be done on a cless basls,
In most congregattons Ber Mitzvehs are taught Indlvldually, the teacher
relylng first on a record of the Heftorah to be played at the student's
discretlon ot home, 2nd only seconderily does the student depend on hls
knowledge of the Trop In acquiring fluency end per fectlon In chanting hls
Haftorah o Moftlir. Teochers will discover that the results obtatned in
teaching students the Trop and reserving the record for those who are
{ncapeble of learning and applying the Trop, are well worth the addltlonal
effort, Once knowledge of Trop 1s acquired, the deslre to fearn and chant
Haftorahs and parts of the Stdra will become contagious, In promoting
Torsh reading programs, an honor soclety could be formed to which students
would be ellgible for membership upon master Ing the Trop for Heftorah and
Sldra reading, displaying thelr competence by reading at least seven
Parshos In the course of fhe yeer, and three Hcftoraohs, Standerds of
ellglblilty can be mod!fled by each Indlvidual schools Included tn the

horor soelet) are tre Gabzlm and o fleors of tva adult covarwgztion as

34 P




welle The honor society would hold an annual dinner welcoming new
members snd acknowledging the presence of students already admlitted,
An approprlate certificate would be presented tp each new member of
the honor soclety at the dinner, Continued membershlp In the soclety
ls based on the chanting of one Haftorah and three Parshos of a Sicra
during the course of each year in elther the Junior of Adult Congrega~
tlone

Student Interest In the Junior Congregation as related to glirls
presents a problem of a partlculer sort, It might prove Interesting
and worthwhlle to study the percentage of giris In attendance at
Junior services as compared to boys, Be that as 1t may, the particl=
patlon of glrls in the service presents a problem to the Orthodox
Junior Congregetion, Glirls are not glven Allyas. Thay do not "Daven
before the Amud", They cannot serve as Gabalm, Out of the i€ Junior
Congregetlons, 7 stated that no honors for the gliris were prov!ded,
In three questlonnalres the reply to the question," What !s the nature
of honors axtended o girls In the Junlor congregational program?",
was that giris icad !n Engllsh pravers,

A possibie approach In achleving some degree of parlty between
boys and giris in Junlor Congiregations withuut violatling our religtous

¢is*ribution to all girts upen entering the

[et]
Ur

consclenaa might ba th
Junlor Congreyation en attractively embroldersd white head coverings

.

These head soverings are now baing designsd by manufacturers to be
used spect flealiy for religious purposes, This wouid sompensate for
not wearing the Talls. Furihermore. the formailon of what we might
term & Shiral Cevoreh club for glrls couid be {naugurateds The glris
of this groug ciuid ierrn the melodizs of the prayers, not as a cholr,
but as aative participants In a reiiglous service, We must face the

fact thet glris and women In our adult congregations Join 'n congrega=
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tlonal singinge The members of the Shlras Devorah group would simply

be rehearsing and adding new melodies to thelr repertolre of cone
gregatlonal hymns and prayers, Glrls should also be permlfted to

hold offlce and to serve officlally on the religlous commlttee, The
preparatton of the Klddush should be the task of the reltglous commlttee
rather than the soclal committee, The ldea should be developed that the
Kiddush 1s not the soclal phase of the Junior Congregation, but Is

part of the rellglous service proper, as the name Klddush connotess
Otherwlse the Impression glven Is that the participation of glirls In the
Junior Congregrtion Is essentially of a soclal rather than rellglous
nature, and that glris are deprived of representation on relliglous
committees,

Experience has shown that where students have been glven an
opportunity to shoulder some of the responsibllitles, greater Interest In
the Junior Congregatlon 1s manifested, resulting In Increased attendance.
However, there s danger that In our enthusiasm for organizatlon we some=
times tend to over~organize the Junlor Congregation, so that preoccupa-
tlon with organizational detalls blinds the student to the gssentlal
purpose of Junior services as a rellglous and educational exuverience,

The organlzational! structure of the Junfor Congregation must therefore
be a slmple one. In most Junior Congregations two offlcers, a president
and secrefary-treasurer, elected by a majority vote, will sufflces Only
those students who attend services prior to elestlon should be eligible
to vote, Three baslc comm!ttees are usual!y sufficieats The religlous,
publications, and house committees, The rella’ous commlttee distributes
Allyas, deslgnates orher honors, and selez’s the person to say the
“yaftoreh. The menbers of thls committse a;fernate as Gabaim, or guerds

of honor, They ars taught tou veelts fhe e Shebevach fov Vve Torah
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readling, and are also Instructed briefly In the baslc laws pertaining

to Hagbah and Gelllahe The necesslty of a democratlic system of

rotating honors should be Impressed upon the rellglous commlttee, The
publ ications committee can serve as a very effective Instrument tn
augment Ing attendance. A sectlon of the regular synegogue bulletin
should carry announcements relating to the Junior Congregation, prepared
by the members of the publlcations committee, Whenever feasible and
possible a separate mimeographed bulletln |lsting the names of the
offlcers, Chazanim, Torah readers, celebrants, and Kiddush spOnséra, etce
should be publisheds |f students dellver brlef sermonettes, brief
excerpts from a serles of sermonettes might appear, bearing the names

of the student speakers, Thls would also encourage students to familiare
1ze themselves with the contents of the Sidrah, Names of students or
classes with the most perfect attendance records might |lkewlse be
|1stede Operating on the assumption that boys and glrls, llke adults,
enjoy seelng thelr names In print, a junior congregetional bulletin
coul d effectlvely promote attendancc and participatlion, A bulletin board
prominently dlsplayed for excluslve news about junlor congregational
actlvitles, would help to keep the attention of students focussed regu=
larly on the Junior congregation, The house commlttee's dutles are fo
set up chalrs, distribute Stddurlm to students, check to see If a Sefer
Torah Is In the ark, collect Slddurim and Talesim after servlices. Thls
committee would |lkewlse take chérge of the Esrog and Lulav for Succos
as well as of all other ritualla relating to the various holldays of

the years,

While prizes for attendance are regarded by teachers as a means
to a nobler end, to most students from the age of 8 through |3 prizes
are the Summum bonum. All sehools answerlng the questlonnalre, with
The erceptlon uf orimy. offered polzes, Thle paper Wil vo% seev by
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evalate the morel tmplicatlons of rewards to Individual students, which
some educators feel creates an alr of rivalry and competition among
students rather than a spirit of cooperation and fellowship, But what

- we musf'guard against are prizes that are valueless to the reclplent,

A pin might satlsfy an eight yesr old and he might prize It highly. But
a book on Jews In Amerlican sports might have to serve as the equlvalent
to a twelve year olde In other words, If attendance at junlor congrega-
tion 1s of prime Import, the prize for such an actlivity must be of
commensurate value, Here ls where a prtzé for attendance and service to
the junlor congregation can be of a twofold character: valueble and
educational, For example, a trip to places of Jewish Interest under
supervision of the Hebrew school faculty could be arranged without much
di fflculty. | recell teking a group of deserving students fo New York.
After vislting Yeshlve Universlty, the Jewlsh Museum, and Radlio Clty, we
arranged In advance to end the day wlth a meal at a restaurant, In one

of Its prlvate dining rooms, Thls afforded our students ¥l opportunlty
to make a MOTZ| aloud, sing Shirhamalos, Bersch withy Moxuning, after which
we were showed by the owner, how a Koshsr resteurcny operaves, He took
us on a tour. He explained how chocolate caxs anu desserts 2ould be

made In taste dellcious without milk, In order to cafucuard Kashruse It
was polnted out that all hls wines must ba Voesher, and his meats properly
tagged with rabbinic endoresemant., #ost tmorosstve of all were the boxes
of cookles he geve to each student to take homeo Such a frip 1s rewarding
In the full sense, and educational at the same tlme, 1t Is Important,
however, fthat only those students who excai in junior congregational pro=-
gram In terms of attendsnca and cooperalion in oromed 'ng rellglous services
be permitted to gos Mo other student, even if & parent 1s willing to pay

rls ebildts way, stould be pernivied Yo be o wonioer of ls tour.  Such
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awards would be hlghly prlzed and could truly serve as & goal toward
which students would dillgently work and enthuslastlcally strives

By now 1+ has become obvious that no new angles or gimmicks to
therease Junlor Congregatlon attendance have here been presented,
Actually there are none, Upon perusing cons | derable data and publica-
ttons on the Jun!br Congregatlon, | learned that no essentlally new | deas
or approaches to the practical aspect of the Junfor Congregation have been
developed In the last half dozen years, at least not to my knowledge.
There exlsts rather a contlinual re-shufflling of emphasis on the baslc
approaches to Junlor Congreéaflonal programming, Baslc approaches are
glven new twlsts, as In the cese of the Torsh Readers! Honor Soclety,

The flve Junlor Congregatfons with an aftendance gf-bé% and
higher report that the major motlvating factor In getting students to
attend Junior Servlces Is the personallty of the teacher or Rabbl In
charge of the Junior Congregation, Of fhese flve Congregatlons, four
[1st parents! cooperation as the second most Impor tant factor, In raply
to the question of the ma jor obstacle to Junior Congregation attendance,
parental dlsinterest and confllcting Saturday morning recreational
actlvltles appear to be the most serfous. These facforé agltating agalnst
max!mum‘affendance are not new. Ve have |lved with them and have en=-
deavored to come to grips with them for many years, The areas requiring
concentration and constant vigilance are well known to all of us, But
there |s no one cure=all to these problems, Through our earnest and
sustalned Interest In our young people, by our intensifled efforts fo en-
hance and promote participation In the baslc forms of Jewlish worshlp, and
through continuous experimentation with the practical mechanics of Juntor
Congregattonal programming, the Junlor Congregation will be given renewed
skreﬁgkh from within and from without fn the fulfiliment of {ts role as
a iabcra\ror‘/ for Jewlsh youth tn ele preporobion for adudy Jewish, LVlng,
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THE TALMUD AND PIRKE! AVOS CLASSES [N OUR ADULT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
by Rabbl Alexander Budin
Belle Harbor,N.Y.

The Tmportance of the Shabbos Blatt cannot be over-emphasized,
(ts role 1in our educational program is primary, We often find that the
variety of adult tnstitutes fthat we organize with enthusiasm and hope
do not produce the desired results. They begin with large registrations,
and, unfortunately, many times disintegrate completely, The Blatt, how-
ever, s the constant In our adult education, There may not be the
glamor at its opening, but Thank G-d, | have never had to delliver eulogles
at 1ts passinge

To orgenize The Blatt meens much more to me than the ful fillment
of the MITZVAH L'LANED, Someone has interpreted the passage IM LAMADETA
TORAH HARBEH. AL TACHAZIK TOVAH L tATZMECHA, KI L'CHACH NOTZORTA fn the
following manner, |f you have studied and acquired Torah do not keep the
Tovah- the TORAH-L'ATZMECHA KI LCHACH NOTZORTA~ Because you were creafed
to transmiit 1t to someone else. To me the successful Shiur affords self
gratification greatly oxceeding that of a successful sermon., | feel that
{ thus retain my self respect, introducing the Ruach of the Yeshliva,
which has nurtured all of us, within the walls of our Synagogues. Also
one must not minimize the fact that the Shiur so often forces many of us
to open a Gemarah which otherwise would have remained unopened because
of preoccupation with other matters,

ORGANIZATION OF THE BLATT
Finding Students

it Is needless to say that the source for candidates for a
Telmud class is very limited, There are regfef*ably, not too many men
with some sert of Talmudic backgrounds For this reason, unfortunately,

the search for Talmidim is not a difficult one, These Talmidim are
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generally to be found within the Synagogue. Erom time to time, you may
find a stray ex-Yeshiva man in the community who may be Induced to Join
a Gemera study. An announcement from the pulplt Is never sufficient.
One must supplement these announcements with Individual conversetion
and dis cussion, One must recognize thet men who have been away from
Gemara many years may frequently develop a form of mental &nd emotion-
al block, making them afrald to resume a sub ject which they think is
far too Intricete for them and is now beyond thelr mental capacitys
These fears can be gradually allayed by an #ntelligent and patient dis=
cussion,

Another source which should be tapped is the students of
Yeshives, Very often we find that these Talmidim study by themse | ves
rather than join the Shiur Batale] Habatim. With proper encouragement
these students may become an inftegral part of the Shabbos Blatte
Rosehi Yeshiva, principals and teachers would do a great service to these
young men as well as to the prestige of Torah in the Jewish community
by encouraging their participation in these Shiurim,

In regerd to the size of the Talmud Class, ve must always
bezt In mind that while we must strive LE'HA'AMID TALMI DI 4 HARBEH, nuimber
s not our primary objJective, Our primary consideretion is that the
Shiur exists,

LANGUAGE OF STUDY

In my younger days, fwo decades ago, when | began The Blatt,
there was no question of language. Gemera was taught everywhere in
Yiddish, The reason wes obvious. The Talmidim who participated in
The Blatt were mostly immigrants whose naflive tongue was Yiddishe More=
over, even the Talmidim born on these shores, gathered their knowl e dge
at Yeshlvos where the language of Instruction wes Yiddish and spoke

the language with fluency, However, the picture has somewhat changed
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In 1059, We now have BORUCH HASHEM, candldates for The Blatt ralsed
in Yeshlvos In this land where {yris !s the language of Instruetion and
who do not speak Y!ddish, It Is true that these are not too many. ‘e
must remember, however, that even 1f there be but one such student, he
Is to be consldered, |, there fore, strongly urge thaf where such a
sltuation prevalls, that English be used as the language of Instruction
and co not discourage the Taimid, who has diffleulty with Yiddlshe
CRITERIA FOR SELECTING A MASECHES

Those of us who are fortunate fo have a datly Blatt generally fol low
the Seder of the Bhas, However, when The glatt 1s |imited to one day a
week, or even twlce weekly fhe selectlon of a sultable Maseches {s of

primary {mportance, The crlterla to be conslidered ares

|-Select a Maseches that Is | tnked with dally Hllchos Orach Chalm,
For this purpose Masechtos | {ke Btrochos, Shabtos, ptsachim Megllliah are a
deslrable choices When studylng such Masechtos 1t 1s advisable fo sfress

the development of Halacha and the Plsak Halachah as It 1s practlced In

our day,

Thus the course of study serves as a code nof only L!imod but
also for LISHMOR VILATASOS,

o.Seloct a Maseches that Is wlthin the Intellectual grasp and ex=
perlence of the average shiur pertlcipant,

One must beware of selecting a Tractate which ls completely unrela=

ted to the experlence of the Talmld or one that 1s beyond his Intellectual

grasp, | would even dare to suggest that Instead of relying on the patlence

and perseverance of the Talm{dim that yvery Infricate sugyos be omltted,
Secer Nashim and NexTkin therefore present, generally, an excel lent
course of study, Whlle pursuing the study of these Mosechtos one has an
oppor tunity for drawing a parallel between Talmudlc and clvil law which
evokes Interest on the part of the particlpants, With
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real estate men for example a tractate |lke BABA BASRA ls an excellent
tractate to study.

%= Select a Maseches which evokes Interest because I+ was learn-
ed In thelr youth, |t Is very often advisable to have In mind the
GIRSA D'YANKOSA of the student, | have found Tt helpful when the per=-
ticipants are sllghtly famlller with the Maseches they study In thelr
youths Study very often evokes a form of nostalgla and !s analogous to
our having found a long-test friend,

L, ~Above all select a Maseches In whlich youare deeply In=
terested yourself, Your own zeal and enthuslasm for the subject will be
transmitted to your |lsteners, Your own Interest will generate Interest
In others.

METHOD OF INSTRLCTION

The Importance of thorough preparetion for The Blatt cannot
be ~éverdmphastzeds: &tﬁ%s:ofnpﬁ?maﬁyf&mpéh%aﬁcéﬂnbtﬂbnlystW\ookmoVenffhe
Blatt, tbut-to! famillarize oneself with ine entlre sugya. Very often a
questlon asked-durtng the:Bhlur+ Ps deal thwivhnby: thé Gemaraclhtsubsequent-
pages, " Torrebyibn oﬂé'é*knowjedgérfrOMVéfuﬁy‘inﬁihevpaét,misﬁcéhta!nly
AoFoadulEablas Suchirellance*wltl hotrodlynbeifesoonsiblerforiineffect-
1097&n6fﬁuc¢4on%Buﬁ?mﬁyfveﬁy?offehfbe*Wheﬁcawsérof'Unmscésﬁaryﬂembeﬁrass-
menti. B?”pﬁéperBWIbhf4”don’*”meanfa“combl®+eiahd?&howdugh studyof tn
The Blattowlithoall éﬂ@hohﬁm*&ﬁAbhrenIm. This may be *oc much of a burden
for the aversge rzbbli beceuse of" t her tima! 1nvelve d1n :suchcthorough-
prepatat ion,” Yhat [Vmeanls &amﬂ\ﬂarizﬁhg“bhesei%aad¢bua+é{yww?fh?Whebﬁ
gugys" wlith Tosef o8 and sowg Trparter t Stamniin & A el urder o
ido “Justlce to your Shlure [+ Is atways poudesd to v e entor not to rely
on the lgnorence cf the TEImldm, s 56 il thave 3 roay unpieasant and
rude awakérings A ‘orie hotr ShlurYequires @ e G B2y rowesof
Fpreparation o SRR O N U L O B
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The general rules of pedagogy are appliceble to the Shiur,
Motlvating a lesson sdeoustely Is very important. Simply to start fhe
Shiur at the Juncture it was concluded the previous week Is not an
advisable procedure., Begin the Shiur with a brief description of the
sub Ject under discussion, Glive a brief resume of The Blatt
studied previously, or if possible, call upon one of the students to
do so, One must try to make each lesson a complete unit, Personally,
| don't think 1t fis a Chiltul Hakodesh to omlt an inyan which in your
opinion fis too Involved and will not retain the interest of the parti=
cipants, Drawing illustrations and anologies from modern life Is very
important, You, may, for example, when studying a sugya | ike "Shor
Shengabh- substitute the indispensable automobile,- The great MAZIK of
our day, Thus you will trensplant the sugya from the remote days of
antiquity to the twentieth century.

| have also found it valuable to relate the iInyan to the
history of the Time, To review briefly the biiography of a Tana or
Amora while studying their Matamorim gives the student a clearer under-
standing and a better gresp of the sub Ject,

COMMENTARIES FOR INSTRUCTION

For quite sometime; | followed the method of first studying
the text and then the complete Rashi of the text. Teaching the compiete
Rashl.-text gave me an opportunity to repeat-the ent lre sugya and thus
review what had been studied in the Gemera. In the past few yecrs, |
have ﬁisconf!nued this method as | found it too cumbersome, Only from
time to time do | refer to Rashi directly by reading the full text,
This ts done only where | feel that the reading nf the text will con=-
tribute to the eluclidation of the subject under discussions

From time to time, | feel the need of introducing Tosefos and

studying them fogether with thelr text, | do this when Tosefos offars
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a completely diifferent explanation of the text, one that appears less
Intricate and more accepteble., | will also refer to Tosefos to find
an answer to a ocuestion introducéd:by one of the students or one that
[ Introduce mysel f, Of coursa, there can be no hard and fast rules with
regard to the study of Gemara. One must always properly appraise the
intellectual capacity of the Talmldim and act accordinglye
CLASS PARTICIPATION

| strongly encourage questions and comments during the
course of the Shiur, | found that this makes The Blatt lively and
arouses interest instead of the Rebbl always being on the giving and
the Talmld on the receiving end, which very often results in loss of
interest and boredom. This verbal exchange, the give and take, between
Rebbi and Talmid will offen clarify the subject and create alertness,
Care must be exerclsed, however, that the Iimits of moderation are not
overstepped and that the dliscussion remains centered around the sugya
studied,

TIME AND LOCALE

Most of us find that the hour before MINCHA s suitable for
teaching The Blatt, The advantage of such an arrangement is obvious-
the people who come for MINCHA will come an hour or so ezrlier for
~The Blatt,

puring the winter months, however, when the days are short,
this hour ls not alwsys convenient, Some have successfully solved this
problem by having The Blatt on Shabbos morning before the services |
can see the advantage of such a procedure. in the morning when our
minds are ¢éresh and more alert, we are more receptive fo the intell-
ectual challenge presented by Talmud study, The diffliculty of course

1s in maklng people rise earlier on a Sabbath worning. Ofrers found
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I+ convenlent to Introduce the Shiur Friday evening when It 1s combined

with a form of Oneg Shabbos, There are no rules that will be appl icable

everywhere. One must determine the best procedure for his own community.
ETHICS OF THE FATHERS

The Mishnos in Pirke Avos, are an inexhaustible source of
hom!letical and ethicel material. In teaching Pirke Avos, our concen-
tration !s not on the explanation of the text, as Is the pase with
The Blatt, but rather on the moral lesson, The text of the Mishnah as
a rule ls fairly simple, but In Its simplicity, i1t furnishes us with
gems of eternal veritles, While The Blatt Is only for a |imlted group
with Talmudlic background, the Pirke Avos session can Include everyones
For this reason, it is advisable to conduct the session In English in
order to give those with meagre Jewish background an opportunity fto
proflt by this instruction, Publicity for this class is even of greater
value than in the case of The Blatt,

in my community which is a suburban summer resort, the Plrke
Avos class follows my Gemara class, | devote between one half hour
to three quarters of an hour to this class,

Proper preparation for a Pirkel Avos class is even of greaf-
er importance than in the cese of The Blatt,

We all know that there 4s a vast litereture on the sub ject,
some good and some bad and some indifferent, What is important is to
evaluate 1te Much of the material will not appeal fo our generatione
Other material can be modl fied, so that it will provids bna;ious sub=
stance for expos1fion. The method of !'aartiuctinn fcliowed by me with
a measure of success, can be described as foilowss

a) for an half hour class | 2penc Letwean two and fhfee
hours Fn preparatory study of fhe Blstin oo erd cuwmeniarles, dlaesting

and orgenizina the maferial gathered. @ find it useful fo jot -owr
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4 thoughts on paper.

Consult reference books on blographies of the Tanaim that you
will discuss. You will have an opportunity to link the history of the
time with the passage of the Mishnah, A good example is the passage
MAL TIFROSH MIN HATZIBLR" which may be alluded to the Esseness | try
to make the passage | discuss Interesting by applying It to a problem
or sltuation with which my audience is conversant, |t is needless to
state that an 11ustration clarifying your thesis serves an invaluable
purposes

| always try to present the whole discourse as one unit, with
one central thought encompassing the discourse, The motflivation |
generally use is the introduction of the text of the Mishnah and the
cltation of some of the logical or |inguistic problems In the quoted
text, This method In the form of questions and answers tested and

tried by the Darshanim of many generztions, can be used fto very good

advantage,

| generally select the Mishnah from the Perek of the week,
starting from the beginning of Pirke! Aves at the beginning of the
season and continuing with the next one unt!l the cycle is complefed,
in conclusion, | wish to say thet while we emphasize proper
preparation and organization of the discourse for 1ts successful
del ivery, there are elements over which we have no control and these
are the insplration that one gathers from a receptive audience and

above all "SHLYATA D'SHMAYO,"
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YOUTH GROUPS FOR SHABBOS AFTERNOON

by Rabbl Ephraih Fe Shapliro
- Baltimore, Md,

AlM

To keep the spirit of Shabbos allve, and In a practical con-
structive manner to fmbue our vouth with thls splrlt, in accordance with
the prescribed precepts of Halachah, An Interesting, Informatlive and
entertaining Shabbos afternoon program wiltl not only instill within our
youth & love and reverence for the Shabbos but wili also prevent them
from seekling other pursults, involving CHILLUL SHABEOS, to occupy their
free time, ( It Is Importent to remamber, that at all times we must
endeavor not to create & school atmosphere thet would make the Shabbos
afternoon secsion reminiscent of classroom activity= Informality Is the

keynote.)
AGE GROUPS

ls 5 = 7 Program ( youngest age groun)

Oneg Shabbat= singing, dencing, bible storles, with refresh=
ments served at the end of the meeting. Where there are large groups of
children this age, thelr parents should be Invited to attend and perhaps
sponsorship of serving the refreshments can be undertaken by them on a
rotating basls,

23 8 =« i1 Program:

This group Is also organized on the style of an Oneg Shabbat
Program with songs ( lIsrzell, Ilturglcel, etcs), discussion on portion
of the week, Jewlsh relligious calendar, etc, Refreshments csn be served
by the Slisterhood of the synagogue.

23 1| «ll Program

This 1s the best age group to wort with from the polnt of view
of molding them and developing them along postti e religiovs !ln~s; that

will create a sphere of Influence beyond tne Shabbos Day. Thia groud
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_could ba organjzed as a Bar M!tzvah Ciub, Through the group meetings
on Shabbos, after the singling of ZMIROS and styding of varlous DINIM

the leader of the group could branch off into a subject which warrants
the name of thls group f,es the subjJect of TA'AME| HAN'GINA so that the
members master the "trop" for the time of thelr Bar Mitzvah, ( a
program in which even the parents will cooperate by encouraging thelr
children to attend)., W“here the leader is capable and consclentious, the
reading of the Toreh could be taught as an added Incentive,

The subjJect matter taught to this group should include Chumash
and Rasht, Kltzur Shulchan Aruch, Prophets etc, During the summer months
when the day 1s long additional time can be glven to the teaching of
Pirke! Abot. The meeting hour should be close to Mincha services so that
after adjournment the group may stay on for "Tflloh B!Tzibur" followed
with Sholosh Seudos,Zmbros,etc,

A preferred arrangement for thls age level 1s to orgenize the
group on a cultural (Shabbos), soclal and athletle ( one night a week or
bleweekly basls), During the winter months arrange for the use of the
publie school gym within the community, ( obtalned at a nominal fee on a
seasonal basls ( only Janltorlal expense Involved.) By organizing the
group on this dual basls, two things are accomplisheds Flrstiy, the leader
cen establish a closer rapport with the chlldren because he works with
them on a more intimate level; this allows him to use hls Influence wlth
greater ascursnce, Secondly, synagogue attendance on Shabbos and par-
ticipation In the Shabbos afternoon program can be made conditlons for
becoming a member of the team or participating In the soctal~ athletlc
programe
Le tL - 16 Program

It 1s advisable not to begin this group with a large nurber

of teenagers. Teenagers, at tlmes have a tendercy to form preconcii /66
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notlons of the program and In large numbers they may be difffeult to
Influences thereby minimizing the possiblitty of getting the program
off to a good start,

At this age lew!, depending upon the educational background
of the members of the group, the program woul d lend ttself elther to
study from the text, such as Chumashand Rasht, Mishnah and perhaps In
some cases, partlcularly In a clty with a Yeshlve Ketanah, evan a group
for Talmud session, Otherwlse the program could incluce panel di scuse=
slons on current toplcs or religlous toplcs, The group may also be
organlzed as a rellglous ZlonIst group. An added incentive fo join this
group would be to send Indlviduals from the group to & religlous Zlonlst
camp, Those to be sent would be chosen on the basls of partictpation
In the program, abliity and scholarship, The total or partlal cost
of thls program would be covered by a subvention from the Ment's Cluwb
or Slsterhoode In this group certaln boys may be trained by the Cantor
to daven on Shabbos, read the Torah, and develop a program for "Boys!

Shabbos "
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A SABBATH AFTERNOON PROGRAM

by Rabb! Haske! Lookstein
New York, NoYe

A Sabbath afternoon educational program can serve four basic
functions or purposes,

I} 1+t can attract lay people, young and old, men
and women, to Jewish education at a time when they are most available

for 1te

2) I+ can substantlally diminish the opportunities
for CHILLUL SHABBOS at a time when most people are most prone fo Ite
As the SHABBOS day draws siowly to a close the tendency to ignore
K!'DUSHAS HAYOM becomes more pronounced, The violations of SHABBOS
afternoon can very from a television program to an early start for an
evening appointment, It need hardly be stressed that in Shoo| the
opportunitles for violations are greatly diminisheds This Is the
negative side of the ledger.

3) On the positive slde, an educational program in
the synagogue can actually create the KEDUSHAS HAYOM, Many BA'ALET
“BATIM on Park Avenue find It diffleult to create a genuine SHABBOS
mood, [ dare ssy that on Eastern; Ocean and Moshulu Parkways, fhe
same deflclency exists to an extent whici we hardly imagines |f the
SHABBOS 1s attended by a NESHAMA YESEYRAL or itself shouid creafe a
NESHAMA YESEYRA that NESHANA is wel] nourishaed by a program which in-
cludes prayer, song, and study, |f *he moud of SHABBOS s created on
Friday evening, reiniorced on SHABBOS moiriing, and maintainad In
strength in the afternoon, ve wil! have cone ioi'e than nega®s CHILLW
SHABBOSs we will have lald the foundations foirr SHEMiRAS SHAB30S.,

L) A final function of an afternocn program is to
promote the Mincha Service., Before we Inauguirated our programs at
Kehilath Jeshurun we usad to heve 3% men at Mincha on SHa320S after-
noon, Now, we regularly have an attendarce o £0 Yo 70 men, womenh,
and chlldren = no mean feat In a ccamnidy suzh as oui's. | don't
know what the men and women do at home when they donit come to
Mincha on SHABBOS. The chances are thar they are not saying "GOEL
FUN AVRAHAMM with their children as they waten the evening shadows
lenathen ( not even BORCH! NAFSHI PASUK BY PASUK)s When they are In
“Shécl ,howaver, | can be certain that their SHABBOS Ts ending on the
right note.

e What kind of a program?

| would like to outline briefly a program which we call
fhe Sabbath Seudah Seminar,

A The Program Itself
1) Mineka

" a) Boys daven end reed { tvds oripgs parends
and frliends)
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b) eooks for all to follow the Toreh readings
2) The Seudeh
a) Tea and cookles at tables
b) Singing
|+ SHABBOS songs

2, Congregation! melodies (new) which can then
be uted in the synagogue,

%) The Seminar

a) One or two laymen deliver & talk on some sub=
Ject assoclated with the portion of the week,
The talk should be limlted to 10 minutes and
should ideally be discussed with the rebbl
first, Otherwise Jacob i{s |lable to be de=
scribed as a cheat, Joseph a spoiled brat, and
Miriam a gossliping virago, with only the rabbt
left to defend them,

b) Questions to the rabbl on the talk or on the
Weekly Portion, Questions not speecches}

L) Matariv and Havdallah ( might be recited by a child
with the congregatlon Joining In "Hemavdil"),

The Purposes for such a progrem are obvious, It Is ed=
ucotional and soclal., The Institution of SEUCAH SHLISHIS
is maintalined and congregational melodies are leerned,
Laymen are involved and bring thelr own rooting section,
The synegogue is truly a BEYS HAKI!NESES as the SHABBOS
ends,

Problemss |) Not every layman Is a Demosthenes, although
there wlll be no shortage of men and women who think
they are, The cholce of spezkers must, therefore, be
made with the utmost caution,

2) It is impossible to supervise the speakers
adequately, although every effort must be made to do so,
There will always be some embarrassing talks.

3) Those members of the audience who always come
to Mincha are In the nature of a captive audience, Al=
though the Seminar itself should ba limlted to Lo minutes,
Mincha will have to be set back or Ma'arty put off (this
latter tdea Is a bad one) so that the regular worshippers
will be In Shool longer than is strictly necessary.

To be frank, our congregation has discontinued
tte Sabbath Seudah Progran after some 5 years, As a 2 or
% yesr project from Wovenber fo Berch, however, It can
prove a most useful addition fo the Synagogue'ls SYRBR0S pro-
groms
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The Class Program

An alternate ldea is to run a one hour class before Mincha
for men and women,

From Pesach until Rosh Hasshana this class would study PIRKEI
Avos, We have found this book, when studied Intenslively, to be
Interesting for the least educated student while yet stimulating
for the most erudite, The commentaries of the RAMBAM M'IRl and
RABEYNU YONA are particularly helpful In this course, One or two
M SHNAYOS a week should usually consume an hour, giving time for
digressions end questions,

On the weeks before the holldays, this class should studf the
laws of the approaching festival, Simple information can be sup=
plied, but LOMDIS should not be lgnored,

You woul d be surprised how uneducated BA'ALE{ BATIM get a kick
out of a discussion of the position of SHEHECHIYANU In the second
night Klddush of SUCCOS ( with the MACHLOKES HAPOSKIM appertainimg
thereto) or a discussion of MITZVA HABA'AH B'AVEYRA as applied
te LULAV on the one hand and SHOFAR on the other, or a CHAKIRA
on whether MITZVAS SHOFAR consists of sounding or hearing 1t,

The BAALE! BATIM love these analyses and develop a feeling for
the depth and breadth of Jewish Law from them,

On the winter Shatossim, we will have a class thls yeer In
the SEFER HACHINUCH, 1t Is planned so that a particular MITZVA
wiil be studied thoroughly, with the text as a besis, Every stu=-
dent will be given a copy of the Text In the MOSAD HARAV KOOK
editlon ( with vowels.)

" The Mincha progrem Is as described above. |t Is followed
by a SEUDA of tea and cookles, a brief singing period, and a
10 minute informal talk on the fol lowing week's Haftorah, with
books provided for each |isteners,
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INTERPRET ING SABBATH TO LAYMEN

by Rabbi Harry |, Wohlberg
Brooklyn,New York

I, Chilul Shabbes = The American Jewish Tragedye. The only ritual or

symbol Included In the MAseres Hadlbros,"

- The only commandment of speclal concern and directly
related to Jews~ "Baynl u-ben Bnai Yisroei".

= Why thls widespread desacratlmof Shabbos?

~"Chilul Shabbos B! farhesya™ = killing of the Sabbath
"Chilul" derived from "Chaloi"=- destroying the

living and !1fe glving ldea of Shabbos by violating

1+ in the presence of others~ theraby weakening or
killing the power of Sabbath In the minds and feellngs
of cthers,

2. American Jew Unaware of the
Seriousness of Chilul Shabhos

His Sabbath consclousness is clrcumsai-ibad and |imlted
to an awareness of the aasthetlc, spiritual and social
values of Shabbos,

Rare!y impressed with traglc consequences of "Chilul
Shabbf)s l)“ .
Unaware of status of "Mfchalel Shebbos" In Halacha and
Agadun,

3, American Jew Unaware of His Own

Primary Motive

for Chilul Shabbose

CCNFORMITY

The only commandment In the "Aseres Hadibros" almost
totally disregarded by American Jewse

Reason- because of its Jewish distinctlveness,

Unltke the "Sabbath" of non-Jews,

Iinstead of affectionately and reverently retaining it

as tha unique supreme symbol of the eternal bond between
G-d and Isr7al, !t Is watered down, remolded and re=
modeled~ In the Image of Sunday worship,

In true keeping with the unfortunate trend toward eon-

formity ( even in the realm of reliylous ouilock and
observance,)
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Lis Amertcan Jew Unaware of the Chlef Component of Shem!ras Shabbosi=
Namely: Shevlisas M!'lachah '

True meaning of the word Shabbos=~ cessatlion of
Mtlacha,

= Shevisah Is In ltself the recallzetion of the
essential nature of Shabbos,

= Not slmply a means to an end,

~ No mentlon of dlvine services or Ilstenlng to
sermons on Sabbath,

~ But "Lo Sa~ aseh kol m!}achah,"

- The ldent!flcatlon of "Zachor" and "shamor" Is a
most emphatlc protest against the misconcelved
attempt to relegate the Sabbath solely and
entlrely to spiritual commemoration, applying to
the mind, to "zechlrah"; and to rob It of Its
essentlal componernt; the "Shemlrah"~ refraining
from all constructive work,

- As long as man exlsted, the Sabbath also exlsted
to make man holy. But It was only an abstract
ldea without any visible expression, It lacked
an "os", a symbol, therecfore, !t dwindled and
dlsappeared,

= Through "Shevlsah" the Shabbos became tanglblew
an "os"= a symbol,

= By observing Shabbos th-ough "Shevlisah", man
acknowl edges G-d as the creator and master of the
world and master of the wor!d and of himself,.

~ Every 7th day he acknowledglngly lays himself and
his vorld at the feet of G-d and refralns from
exercising hls own mastery over any of G-d's
creations," ( S,R. HIRSCH)

5+ Ae Amerfcan Jew Unfamlilar with Propar Definitfon of M!lachah

- M!lachah does not entall hard labor,

-~ M'lachah contrasted with Avodah ("lo sawaseh
kol mtjachah") "Thou shalt not perform any
construative work,"

= M'lachah as related to "malach"= a messenger=
carrylng out of Intentlon,

= "Thou shalt not produce™= thou shalt not exerclse

your power of construsving, altering and using
the materlal of the vorld for your own purpcnes,®
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B, Shabbos ordains a |imitation of activities which exfend beyond
the concaption of Isur M!lachah"

= Shtvus= cessation from weekday activittes.

- According to Ramban= Sht'vus Is In principle a
Dtoraisah

~ "Shemiras Shabbo" means guarding, building a
fence around Sabbath,

-,“Mukfzah" = as Interpreted by Rambam and Rabad
6. Work In Contemporery Soclety

- Commerclalized and mechanized

~ Dehumantzing and disindlvidualizing aspects

= Greater need than ever for Shevisas Mils~hg
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A PHILOSOPHIC APPROACH TO SABBATH OBSERVANCE
( A structure~ outline)
by Rabbi Emanuel| Forman
Brookl ine,Mass,

Overwhelmed by detall, the modern Jew often falls to apprelcate a

ttotal Ity of meaning! which !s to be experlenced In observing the Jewlsh
Sabbath, More often than not, this fallure Is due to hls having been ex=-
posed to Inadequate presentatfons of Sabhath law, Inadequate In the
sense that these presentations usually fall fo view the many observances
of Shabbat withln some over=all philosophlc structure. As an attempt to
render "Hilchot Shabbat" more meaningful fo the Jewish laymen, | would
I1ke to suggest Just such a philosophlc structure, (To faclillitate the
readir's recognition of a 'structured-whole', an outlline format will be
used ).

A

Be

1)

3)

1)

"Chok" and "Mishpat" as Phllosophlc Categorles,

The philosophlic categorles of "Chok® and "Mishpat" antidate the
revelation at Stnal, See Exodis ¥V #, Prsiiis gumecnt guoiing
the Talnudlc tnterpretatrion of ¥ wormztSradl SAM ) THIK
UMISHPAT VISHAM NiSAHUT in Sanned fn 552, Indieaving ine
particular appllcation of these caieyuries to tne Sabbain,

Traditlonal Definitionst

Choks a=rational or meta=-ratfonal laws that which ihe humran

mind cannot comprehend: no apparent purpose; unreasonab.g &'Ce
Mishpats Ratlional law: that which the human mind can coimprehend;
purposeful 3 reasonabie efc,

Suggested Extended Definitionss

Choks an'act of self-negation ( the frue essence of "self" of man
being his mind or rational soul, "Man 1s a ratforail aniwa!™ Is

a long standing philosophic definliion, Any act, ihiratoie,
which is to be pariformed by man ou’ of mere submisric, T 2n
t0ther=Sel f' or 'Other=-Mind', requlres the absence of rinan, come
prehenslon or human purpose, Such an act Is one of sei‘-negatlon
or self-withdrawal,)

Mlshpats an act of self-expression or self-fulfllliment, ( Merely
the converse of the preceding,)

The Paradoxlcal Nature of Man's Religlous Experience,

"Chok" and "Mishpat" as rellglo-phiiosophlc categories give expres=-
sfon to that paradoxical duallism which is man, The Torah views

man on the one hand as a crezture of flesh and bloods on the other
hand, a creature In G=d's own Image. ( Body-Soul, Flesh-Mind,
Matertal-Spiritual.) Consider the contrasts of rhe following Torah
refererces to mans "MAH ENOSH KI SEZMEREYRU;MOSAR ADAM MIN A"BYHZYMAH
AYIN" "ATOH HIVEALTA ENOSH MEYROSH VATACHS (REVSU MIAT NE YELO; "
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Ce

Do

E.

2) The Halacha as a normatlve approach fto man's religious exparience,

3)

must express ltself ( and does) In terms of this duallty l.e.
Chok and Mishpat. As ' a cre ture of flesh and blood! man, In
the presence of G-d, Is expected to withdraw himself as man.
(sel f~negation), On the other hand, 'created in fhe Image of
G=d', man, in the presence of G-d, !s expected to ful 111 him=
self as man, ( sel feexpression),

The Dual Presentectlion of Sabbath In the Torahe

The Philosophlc categories of Chok and Mishpat are reflected
In the Torah's dual presentstion of Shabbat in Exodus and
Deuteronomy.

Exodus XX-11 presents the Sabbath In G=d directed terms, accent=

fng the recollection (ZACHOR) of Creatton,

( KI SHEYSHES YAMIM ASAH HASHEM ES HASHAMAYIM VIES HA'ARETZ o 4 s
AL KEYN BEYRACH HASHEM ES YOM HASHABOS VAY tKADSHEYHU)

Man, recalling the totality of Goi's creation, senses his own
relatlve insufflclency and Insignlflcance with the resulf that

he withdraws 1In the presence of this grandeure. ( see Psalms 8)e
The Sabbath Is thus presented In terms of Chok.

Deuteronomy V-5 presents the Sabbath In man dlrected terms,
accenting the exodus from Egypt, thus directing our attention

to "freedom” as the esecentlial characteristic of man's rational
soul e (V‘ZACHARTA KI EVED HAYISA B'ERETZ MITZRAYIM, VAYOTZ IACHA
ELOKECHA MISHAM... AL KEYN TZIVCHA HASHEM ELOKECHA LA'ASOS ES YOM
HASHABEOS . )

ThHe Halachic Norm of SH'VISAS M'LACHAH

White the philosophic categories of the Sabbath are two (Chok
and Mishpat) the halachic definitlon of the Sabbeth Is one,
Both 1n Exodus and In Deuteronomy, the Sabbath 1s halachlcally
defined as a day of SH'VISAS MILACHAH. (VYOI HASH'V{'| SHABEOS
LASHEM ELOKECHA LO SA'ASEH KOL MtLACHAH)

The Concept of Melacha

The Hebrew terms AVODAH and M'LACHAH paraliel the English terms
ractivity! and tcreativity', While tactlvityt (AVOCAH) denofes
a mere expenditure of energy, 'creaflvify! (M'LACHAH) denotes

a rational and purposeful expenditure of energy.

A person lstcreative! 1f hls rational self ts reflected In hils
"activity', (Conslder the examples of artist, writer, sculptor
etc.) 6-d ls tcreator par exccllence! ( All Rational Soul)e

In this sense man, ftoo, can ‘'create!',

e dl fferent types of 'creative activity! are derived from
fve bullding of the sanctuary, for 1t 1s precisely thereln
thet we find MILACHAH detined as rational activit/,

Exodus A/ Bl = VAYIRALEY 050 RUNCH ELOVR, BICHACHMAH, BiSY@Aﬁ, _

UV ITDATAS 325CvOL. MILACHAH,
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i) 1f MILACHAH 1s ratlonal activity, then refralning from such
tereatlvityt, ts tantamount to a negatlon of man's self (Chok )
What we must yet account for Is how thls self same SHVISAH
can function as a medlum of sel f=ful filtment (MIshpat),

Fe - A Prerequlslte to Self=Ful flliment

For man to be capable of tratlonal activlity! or ‘creativity!
he must be equally capable of refraining from such activity,
The ability to refrain 1s an indispensable property of the
ratfonal soul or minds Thls Is so for two reasonss

|) A free, rational agent by definltion must be a controlling
agent. Control, In turn, ls demonstrated by the abtlity to
call a halt to any glven activity. The man of mere ‘tactivity!
(EVED), cannot cease hls activity at wiil; he Is slave rather
than master because hls tactivity! is self-less, The man of
tereativity! ( BA'AL M'LACHAH), however, fs capable of stopping
of hls own free will, for It Is precisely hls free 'self! that
controls his actlons. ( The ablilty fo control, as a necessary
conditlon for tcreativity!, 1s true even of the Almlghty.

VAY 'CHAL ELOKIM BAYCM HASH!VI 'l MILACHTO ASHER ASAH- the act

of cessation Itself, thus,wss considered to be an essentlal
part of the creative process ( for the 'work! is sald to have
been concluded on the seventh dey, rather than the sixth).

2) For actlivlty to be ratlonal and purposeful (MILACHAHK) 1t must
be subject to evaluatlons This, too, implles stoppage. The
man of mere tactivity?( EVED) does not stop to evaluate hls
work. The man of fcreatlvity? (BAAL M'LACHAN) must and does,
(Here agaln, evaluatlon as a necessary condlflon for

tereativity! Is true even of the Abmighty, (VAYAR ELOKIM ES
KOL ASHER ASAH V'HINEY TOV M'0D,VAYEHI EREV VAYEHI VOKER YOM
HASHISHI ,)

3) In the aforementlioned manner the act of refraln elevates man
from the level of mere tactor! to one of tcreator'. In thls
way !t reallzes and fulfills Its function as Mishpats

NOTEs These two conditions for tcreativityt (control and evelwve-
tlon), are to be found ( as one has a right to expect)
In the Torah's mode! example of rational actlvity- the
bullding of the sanctuary., See Exodus XXXV 6 & T
VIHAMILACHAH HAY'SAH DAYAM and Exodus XXXIX L3 VAYAR
NMOSHEH ES KOL HAM'LACHA,

©o. . CONCLUDING REMARKS: We heve, thus outlined how ' Chok! and Mishpat!
1 1v.0:%: provide us with a useful phllosophlc framework In which to view the
Sabbath, Useful, tn that It con shed much ilght upon the oft=
misunder<tood conceot of Melacha,

~ Obviously, esch of the points made In this out!line needs and des=
“wruas a more elaborate treatment, | trust, however, that even
this beve, skeleton form will be of value to many 2 rabb! In his
attempt Yo motuey Sabhukh. piteelcies To the Jewish lavmew,
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PHILOSOPHICAL CONCEPTS OF THE SABBATH

by Rabbl Leonard Rosenfeld
New York, N.Y.

When merchandising, whether commod!tfes or religlion, It Is
Important to conslder the frame éf mind of the customer, The sales
approach must be destgned and dtﬁ?cfed along the channel of receptivity
of the prospect,

Thus, when we seek to "sell" the Sabbzth to colleglate youth
and to the adult lalty on an Intellectusl level, we must be awere that
a very signiflcant number will be Impressed by a soclologlcs| approach,
thet many will be persuaded by the depth of lts psychologlcal Impllca=-
ttons, whereas, some may find appeal In Its phliosophical content. |f
1s with regard to the latter group that | direct my comments and of fer
a sample approachs,

A vlew most commonly subscribed to by so many of our young
men and women s that the Sabbath s pertinent nelther to the current
sclence-centered weltanschaung nor to the dally |lfe pattern of modern
man; that netther 1ts ldeology nor tts discipiine are relevant today.

It s further alleged that 1ts Injunctlons which start modestly with a
mere 29 M'LOCHOS multliply geometrlicelly as they accumulate TOLDOS,
G'DARIM, S'YAGIM and TAKONOS, The net result 1s a set of thousands of
prohibltions which enmash the fndlvidual and restrict his freedom. Thls
s an abrldgement not only of our highly regarded personal convenlences
but also an encroachment on accepted values,

The American youth today who Is condltioned by contemporary
polltical developments 1s most sensitive to the doctrine of-freedom, In
1ts affirmation, he sees an affirmetlon of hié way of life, and In Its
curtaliment ha recognlzes a challenge to hls Tdeology and a threat to hls

securltys Thus, the restrictive norms of Judalem, In general, and of the

Sabbath, In partlicular, are vlewed with dlsInterest and dlstrust,
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Recognlzing this climate of suspicion and pre judice, we know
that we are not in a position to "sel|" the Sabbath unless we cen de=
monstrate 1ts pertinence, Furthermore, we must formulate tts fdeologlcal
content not only as pragmatically préf!tab!e but we mﬁsf also portray It
as the phiiosophlc exponent of man's quest for freedom,

{t occurs fo me that by drawing on a number of Maimonldeen
postulates, one can develop an Insight Into the Sabbath-1dea which will
challenge the sclentific Imagination of our youth and will excite its
ldeallsm, Such an approach, thoroughly developed and properly motlvated,
can be both effective and rewarding,

| offer It to you In barest outline, knowing, as | do, that |
speak to an audlence of peers who are fully capable of restiring the
flesh to these dry bonese.

At the outset we must famiilarize our lalty, young and old,
with the Torah's concept of man and his.nature,

Man's generic classiflcation Is not bounded by his animal
physlologlcal character, He Is, flrst and foremost, to be ldentifled
by his TZELEM ELOKIM. TZELEM means form. Form means essence, Essence
Is formulated In terms of attributes,

TZELEM ELOKIM points to divine essentlal attributes: edgs
Infimite knowledge and Intelllgences esge infinfte will pointing to
omnipotences To say that G~d Is omnipotent and omnlsclent Is to say that
G-d ls free, for freedom, In fect,Iimplles no=limlts,

Man, created B!'TZELEM ELOKIM, s possesc<ed, B'ZEYIR ANPIN,
of these divine attributes of Intelllgence and freedom, For G=d they
exlst as infinlte realitles, for man, es a promlse, as a potential end
as an ldeal, For creation of man B'TZELEM ELOKIM carries with 1t, as a
corol lary, the etnical norm which demands that man translate his '
potentlal TZELEM fnto reallty. Intelllgence must be converted Into know-
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ledge and hls elemental freedom of decision must be transformed Info ex=
Istentlal freedom, Even as freedom and infinlte knowledge are, for G-d,
Inseparable, so too, for man, hls boundarles of freedom are extended as

hls frontlers of knowledge are pushed forward.

But of what avall Is thls divine 1deal of knowledge and freadom
for man 1§ he and hls TZELEM are trapped In an Insensitive mechanistic
cosmos? Here then we must supplement the Torah view of man with lts
coneptlon of the universe,

The world was brought Into belng by revelatlion- for creztion 1s,
In fact, revelation, But reveletion of G-d In the world takes on two
formss HASHEM= ( MIDAS RACHAMIM)and ELOKIM ( MIDAS DIN)., As a maifer of
fact, 1t 1s hard to declde which of these two revelations s manifast In
the flrst instent of creation, Be that as it may, the Bible attests to
the fact that the total process of natural creation was a manifestation
of ELOKIM and DINe The name ELOKIM 1s the only one mentlioned In the entlre
fird chapter of the Torah. What s meant by DIN, of course, Is not merciv
emotlional Insensivity, the lack of RACHAMIM and mercy, but rather the
implled necesslty which 1s characteristic of nature and natural law, It
refers to the monotonous causallty so apparant In the universe, Here
freedom !s a strenger, here man vould wither of €rustration for his TZELEM
ELOKIM would dle-a=borning.

With the appesrance of man on the slxth day, the drama of physlcal
creatlon was brought to a close, Creatlon, however, was not yet over for
the total revelstion of G-d wes not yet completed, Only(MIDAS DIN)and
natural law were apparent. ( MIDAS RACHAMIM) and that law which transcends
natural law vere not yet fn sight, This revelation had to walt unt!l the
six days were completed and men had bowed In on the stage of existence,

With such a creature possessed of intelllgence, 6-d could

communtcate, Tossuch a crezfure possessad of freedom, G=d couyc Lommn=r,
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With such & person possessed of TZELEM ELOKIM, G=d could enter Into a
personal relatlonship,

But all thiss divine communicetion with man, dlvine commands and
a personal relatlonship with man are utterly absurd from the perspectlive of
MIDAS DIN and natural law. Sclence recognlzes no bridge between the
inflnite realm of G=d and the finlte world of man. Providence Is a
violatlon of natural law even as are prophecy, prayer and mlracles,

And that ls exacfiy\as It should be, For G=d the author of
exlstence, can hardly be entrapped {n nature and natural law, G=d In
his Infinlte freedom cannot be bound and be governed by the ncesslty
Inherent In the causallty of his created cosmos, Ged Is free and the
manifestatton of this attribute !s Imbedded In the unlverse In the reve=
lation of HASHEM and MIDAS RACHAMIM,

This 1s the essence of SHABROS, |+ was on thls day that the
manlfestatfon of SHITEF MIDAS RACHAMIM L'MIDAS DIN became apparent, The
creatlon of'fhe natural order, "VAY[SHBOS BAYOM HASH'VI'} MIKOL M'LACHTO"
But creation was yet Incomplete, lts finitshing touches came on the seventh
day e

This was the second phase of revelation, the unfolding of HASHEM
and M| DAS RACHAMIM the revelatlon, not of the order of necesslty but of
the order of freedom,

"K| BO SHOVAS MIKOL M!LACHTO ASHER BARA ELOKIM LA'ASOS,"

This was the ASIYAH, this was the completlions And now we read
EYLEH TOLDOS SHAMAYIM VYARETZ BfHIBARAM BTYOM ASOS HASHEM ELOKIM ERETZ
VISHAMAY IM, HASHEM And ELOKIM stand fully revealed In the total drama of
creattion,

Thus the Sabbath whioh polnts to Providence, polnts, In fact,
to HASHEM and 1ts freedom, |t offers man the possibll ity and the promlse

of exlstence on a level of freedom rather than on the level of causallty and
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necessity,

But Providence Is not an emenatlion from above, |t derlves
rather from an asplration from below, G=d, at all tlimes, stends re=
vealed In all his glory, It s the charge and purpose of man fo seek
and to experlence the essence of thls revelatlion,

Man can enjoy a persenal G-d when he seeks out a personal
relationship with him, Man can enjoy Providence when he comes close to
Him, In fact, this Is the obligation Incumbent on every human, I|f
after creation, G=d attached himself to man, then the TORAH demands that
man must seek to attach himself to G=-d,.

Thus the Sabbath points not merely to man's possible emanclpa=
tlon from the strictures of causallstic nature, but 1ts essentlal
character demands of men a |1 fe and conduct whose goal Is freedom.

For even as abstinence from work |s an emulation of the divine
VAYANACH BAYOM HASHVI'l, so, too, the KEDUSHAH which man must strive for
on the Sabbath by closeness to G=d, s the reconstruction of the
VAY 'KACESH 0S| of the dlvine Providance, of the revelatlion of HASHEM
(MIDAS RACHAMIM) and of a personal G=d, And 1t Is In thls fmmedlacy of
G=d -~ map and man- G-d that the human finds the escape from nature and
discovers the plane of freedom,

The path to affinity with G-d as the path to love of G-d Is
via SH'MA YISROEL, vla knowledge. Fof the path to L*DAVKAH BO Is vla
mants Imftation and realization In his own self'of the divine attrlbutes.
Since Intelllgence Is an essenttal attribute of G-d, so are study and
knowledge a path to closeness, to attachment and fo freedom,

The road to freedom Is thus via the fulflliment of the TZELEM.
For the state of BEN CHORIN 1s realizable only vla Torah and knowledge.

Little wonder then that the Torah was glven on the Sabbath,
Little wonder that the core of the Sabbath has always been K'RIYAS
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HATORAH and-LIMUD HATORAH,

For even as M'NUCHAH, as defined In terms of 39 M'LOCHOS,

bears testimony to ELOKIM and the creatlon of the natural order, so

does the more pos!tlve aspect of Sabbath, lts K*DUSHAH and mants quest

for G=dilness attest to

freedom,

the revelatlion of HASHEM and the order of

This double motlf s Inherent In the two decalogues. Whereas,

In YISRO the essence of Sabbath 1s described in terms of creation " Kl

SHEYSHES YAMIM ASAH HASHEM ES HASHOMAYIM VIES HA'ARETZ," In VA'ESCHANAN

the essence of Sabbath 1s described In terms of the ldeal of freedom,

Little wonder
vision of OL=-M HABA, of
of YOM SHEKWL.O SHABBAS,

Sabbath ts portreyed In

57 B).

then that the Jewish eschatologlical dream, the
unlversal peace and freedom !s described In terms
An conversely, 1t Is |1ttle wonder that the

terms of the infinlte sweep of OLAM HABA ( BROCHOS

In a words Freedom !s a divine essence, Freedom is, therefore,

the human {deale

Freedom !s rooted In the human personallty via TZELEM ELOKIM,

Freedom 1s rooted In the cosmos vla the Sabbath,

The ldeal of man and the ldeal of the universe, the ldeal of

TZELEM and the ldeal of Sabbath merge In the single universal and divine

ldeal| of freedom,
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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY RABBlNlC.ALUMNl

RABBINIC ALUMN] FUND CAMPAIGN

REPORT «]959
Rabbl Seymour Turk Rabbi Judah Washer
Chairman
Comm{ttees
Rabbl Irwin Albert Rabbl Herschel Schacter
Rabb! Karpol Bender Rabbl Fablan Schonfeld
Rabbl Jacob Goldbery Rabbl Maurlice Schwartz
Rabb! Abraham Kupchik Rabbl Yechlel Simon
Rabb! Hyman Levine Rabbl Louls Tuchman
Rabbl Isreel Miller Rabbl Bernard Valflish
Rabbi Abraham Rappaport Rabb! Herman Zwillenberg

The 1959 campaign was the most successful In the history of the Rabbinle
Alumnl Fund, More men partlicipated this yeer than ever before ( 75 more
than last year), snd the total c¢ollected was larger than ever before
(4L, 338,00 more than last yesr ), What Is most gratlifying, Is that the
number and percentage of men who have been contrlibuting have been in-
creasing during the past few years, The following comparative figures
on the Rabbinlc Alumn! Fund slince lts Inception shoubd be of Interest

fo all alumni,

NO, OF ALUMNI  NO, OF MEN .% OF MEN TOTAL AVERAGE
YEAR SOLICITED PLEDGED PLEDGED COLLECTED GIFT
1953 500 26l _ 5242 $23,381,00  {81,9!
t954 520 121 23,3 12,026,00 99,38
1955 560 237 L2e3 195996,00  8L439
1956 610 223 3645 2L, 6LL.L3  110,5]
1957 675 3L5 5049 29,832,00 85,3l
1958 700 383 5a7 33,320,92 87,02
1959 751 158 6049 37,658,00 82,20




YESHIVA UNIVERSITY RABBINIC AL UMNI
ALUMNI ‘ELFARE FUND
REPORT = {959
Rabbl Benjamin Morgenstern
Chairman

Dear Colleagues

On behal f of the Rabbinhlic Yelfare Committee, | submit the following
financial reportt

Cash on hand, Sept. 30,1958 £1, 911. 58
Interest 2L, 37
Donatlions by Alumni members 7L6. 25
Return on loans 250,00

2, 952 20

Disbursements

Ascistance to col ieagues 250, 00
Psychiatrist for collergues 25. 00
CARE package to Israel 18, 75
Loan to members ss requested by CSD 750,000

oL3. 75

Balance In Bank $1,888,L5

Bensonhurst Nationa! Bank Savings Account S 1, 52LL.37
1] n 1" Check " 36[‘,58
3.‘.) ' » 3680950

| enclose a gopy of a note recelved from one of our colleagues.

"Dear Rabb! Morgenstern,: "Please accept my grate ful appreclation for
the loan made by the Wel fare Fund to me in a time of need, | am
heppy now to be able to return it and | hopesto be able t2 make

a contribution of my own so that others who may need help “swill also
be able to benefit even as | have,"

| would Iike to exptcss our thanks to the Congregetions, officers

and especlally to our colleagues for making fhe essential work of
this committee possibles '
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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY RABBINIC ALUMNI

CHAPLAINCY COMMITTEE "
REPORT = 1959

Rabbl Herschel Schacter
Chairman -

The need for rabbls to serve the Jewish personnel In the verious branches
of the MIlitary service of our country Is a continuing one. While the
actual numbers of chaplains reoulred may vary from year to year, there Is
no doubt that, within the foreseeable future, ft will be the responsibility
of the American rabbinate as a whole, to provide Jewish chaplalins,

The orthodex rabbinate is responsible for providing one-third of the total
number of Jewish chaplains to be commissioned each year, While In the
past there were years when we even exceeded our quotas In recent years we
have found 1t exceedingly difficult to meet this obligations Many young
men who recelve smicha do not plan to enter the rabbinate and thus feel

no responuibllity to serve. Even among those who do enter the rabbinate,
there Is, unfortunately, a strong reluctance and actual resistance to

the moral obllgation for military service.

We state with prlde the fact that the Rabbinic Alumnl of Yeshiva University
Is truly the only orthodox rabbinic organization In America today that ls
carrying the actual responsibility for procurement of rabbls to serve In
the miiltary establishment, Our commitiee spends a great amount of time
and effort to personally interview each and every young student of our
Yeshlva before he recelves smlicha, and thereafter, In a concerted effort

to enllst his cooperztion to enter the servlce. As can be readily unders=
stood, this Is an exceedingly difficult and sensitive task, for in a real
sense we are dealing with the careers and the |1fe's work of our young

col leagues,

our committee ls prayerfully confident that we shall continue to entist
the required minimum numbers of chaplains and succeed, In even greater
measure, to meet our collective moral obligation to provide proper and
adequate religlous guidance to the Jewish men and women in the military
service of our country.

We earnestly ask the cooperation of all the members of the Rebbinlc Alumni
In prevailing upon rabbinlcal students of Yeshiva who come within the

sphere of thelr Influence, to approach the Chaplaincy Program with a greater
measure of positive interest and cooperations

our commlttee met L times since cww last Convention, During these meetings
the entlire class of June,1959, consisting of 3L, was Interviewed and pro-
cessed. In addition, indlviduals whose cases still remained pending from
the previous years, were reviewed, discussed and acted upon. At this
moment, the smicha class of 1960 is being Interviewed, endorsed and

cleared for future milltary service, Since the inceptlon of the Chaplaincy
Committee In 1950, forty=nine (L9) have already served, with thriteen (13)
currently serving In all milltary branches,

In cenclusion, | should Ilke to submlt the following statistlical report:

Under the current regulations, we ere responsible for procuring annual ly a
minimum of thirteen (13) orthodox Jewish chaplainse The number of Yeshiva
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Untvaerstty musmachlm currently in the mllitery serviee Is as followss
Army- 63 Alr Force= T3 Nevy= |o Currently processings Army 23 Navy lo .

A delightful-feature of the recent Chag Ha Smicha celebration held last
March, was the. special reception glven by the Rabbinic Alumnl to the new
musmachime At this reception, Certificates of Recognition were formally
presented to all present and former chaplains who served on active duty
since the Korean war,

In behalf of all the members of our committee, and surely in my own behalf,
| went to express our sincerest gratitude to our devoted, president,Rabbl
israel Mlller, my predecessor as chairman of this committee, who has been
most falthful In attending every meeting and lending hls invaluable exper-
lence, understanding and cooperation,

We are also grateful to Rabbl Abraham Avrech, to his most able and devoted
secretary, Mrs, Cohen, for thelr constant cooperation and devotion, wlth-
out whose ever ready assistance this program could never be implemented.

The Chaplaincy Commitfee Is composed of alumni and student representatives,
The following names make up our present commiftees ‘

Rabbl Louls Bernsteln Rabbl Albert Hollander
Rabbl Joseph Feder Rabbi Shermen Siff
Rabbl Morris Ganz Rabb! Sol Roth

Rabbl Reuben Gross , Rabbl Nissan Shulman

Student representatives of Smicha class of 1959s
Rabbl Aaron Borow Rabbi Marshall Korh Rabbl Nermen Singer
Student rapresentatives of Smicha class of 1960s
Mro EllTott Aberbach ‘ Wre Ered Horowltz Mo Israel Bo Relss

May 1| take this opportunity to thank all the members of my committee for
the time and effort they have glven to carry on the werk of this committees .




YESHIVA UNIVERSITY RABBINIC ALUMNI

CHEVRA SHAS COMMITTEE
REPORT 1959

Rabbl Leonard Rosenfeld
Chalrman

This year sew the organization of the Chevra Shas of the Rabbinlc Alumnt,
This s potentlally the most Important activity ever undertaken by our
organization,

The purpose of the Chevra Shas was to stimulate a greater study of Gemara
among our gradustes, In the course of time the following total progrem
Is envisaged.

s The study and compiction of one tractate each year,

2, Regular monthiy Shiturim at the Yeshiva. An outline
gulde to be malled to all participants in advance of
each Shifur,

3. The transcript of the Shiturim to be mailed to out=0f=
town participents,

Le The stimulation of written "hidushim" by our alumni
which would be printed fn an organ to be published by
the Chevra Shas,

During the last year the project was launched and was recelved enthusias=-
tlcally., Two hundred and elght alumni registered and expressed thelr
intention to study along with the group, The tractate Megillah was

chosen and Rabbi Joseph B, Soloveltchlk consented to deliver the Shifurim,
Two lectures were held, the flrst on April |5th and the second on May 20th,
A combined tofal of more than 550 alumni attendsd these two Shiturim,

The serles for the new year 1s belng launched at the Rabbinlc Alumnl
Convention on November |ith, |t Is hoped that 1t will be poussible to
enlist each and every Yeshlva Musmach to Join the Chevra Shas,

A sincere thanks !s due to Rabbl Abraham Avrech for his generous co=
operation,
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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY RABBINIC ALUMN]

CULTURAL COMMITTEE
REPORT =1959

Rabbl! Fablan Schonfeld
Chalrman

During the past year, our Commlttee has endeavored to present programs
of cultural Interest and of practical value to our colleagues,

Instead of arranging separate lecture groups, the commlttee decided to
hold these in conjunction with regular Rabbihic Alumni meetings.

Among the emminent persons who weire our guests, were Rabbi Norma:

Lamm, whose lecture on "Mixed Pews" was later printed in "Tradition";

Rabb | Dr, Immanuel Jakobovits of the Fifth Avenuaz Synagogue, whose

sub ject was "Abortion in Jewish Laws, and whose book "Jewish Medical
Ethics" has just been pubiisheds Dr. Hyman Zahtz, a pediatrician of nofe,
who lectured on "Some Medical Aspects of Hilchoth Milah", The last
mentioned paper will be published shortly and clirculated among our members,

In addition, we held some very stimulating Homlletic Seminars which
proved to be of great value because of the above average standard of el=
oquence. An extremely interesting and stimulaiing program ls projected
for next year, details of which will be made known shortly,

We have received many constructive suggestions, particularly from
rabbis located outside the Clty of NewYork, and we hope to implement
them during the coming year,

In conclusion, the commlittee wishes to thank the staff of the Communlty
Service Division, partlculariy Rabbi Abraham Avrech, whose counsel and
advice has gulded us In our effort, and certainly also fo the ever hard
working Mrs, Cohen, who Is always rezdy to be helpful with the immense
amount of clerlcal worke.
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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY RABBINIC ALUMNI

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
REPORT -1959

Rabb! Simon |. Konovitch
Chalirman

The Talmud Torah Commission of the New York Metropolltan area was organized
by Yeshlva Unlversity In conjunction with the Jewish Educetion Committee
of the City of New Yorke.

It has done extensive work in the fleld of Jewlsh education since Its
Inception, It has helped ralse the educetional standards of over 100 Talmud
Torah schools affiiiated with It, 1t hes already publlshed varlous educa-
tional alds for rabbls and teschers, The experimental syllabl In Humush,
Dintm and Tefflla which are beling used in many schools were received most
favorably by all who are interested In maximum Jewlsh education, al taharas
hakovesh,

Our education commlttee has cooperated fully with this commission, Our
chaverim and thelr laymen play the leading role In this commission since

tts inception, Thls commlttee felt that the woerk of this commlssion should
be expanded to serve not only the Synagogues In New York metropolitan area,
but also any community where our members serve elther as rabbls, principals,
teachers or adminlstrotors,

We have therecfore sent out the alms of thls commission and all 1ts current
publ fcations to our members, We have also solicited the help of the
regional vice~presidents of Y.U.ReAs, to help strengthen Jewlsh educatlion
In thelr respective areas,

The Talmud Torah committee s also instrumental In urging our Chaverim to
establIsh or revitallize the Junior Hlgh School or High School levels of
thelr Talmud Torahs, In order to retain the interest of the post Bar
Mltzvah or Bss Mltzvah students, Many synegogues and regions were success-
ful In opening up hlgh school branches In thelr communitles as a result

of our focusing attention fo the need for ralsing the standard on the
Tadmud Torsh |evel,

We have urged our chaverim to establish nursery schools and kindergartens
in conjunction. with thelr synagogues so that they can be the forerunners
for all day schools,

The commlttee has stressed the need for helping existing Yeshivos and
our chaverim were alerted to help select potential Yeshiva students for
the high school and college mechina levels of the Yeshiva Untverslty and
to help provide community scholarships wherever needed,

The response of the membership to the program, material and scope to

our education committee has been ensouraging and grat!fying, We received
numerous requests for our publications from all over the country, as

wel| as Canada. An excerpt from one of these letters reads as followss
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"1+ may Interest you to know that | am In the process of writing up
and revising our Talmud Torah curriculum,and your syllabl will be
the basis of our curriculum and fnstruction..." Many of our rabbis,
teachers and educators have told us how valuable our material has
been to them and hoped that we will continue wi th our good vork,

The Talmud Torah Commlttee feels that areas in which there Is o group
of synagogues served by our chaverim should establish similar regional
educetional commissions, patterned after the New York Metropollten
Commission, in order to help strengthen their own Talmud Torahs and to
help ralse educational standards in thelr cities and regions, In
addltfon, at least one National Regional Conference should be called
during the academic year,

The educational committee feels that consultants be sent out through
the Community Service Dlvision, Yesniva Unlversity office to render any
help needad by cur chaverim in the fleid of Jewish edusation, Special
consideration should be given to new communitfes being organized in
citles or suburbs where it s of uimost importance that good schools be
established.

The committee expresses its appreciztion tg Dr. Belkin,
President of Yeshiva University for hls vision and foresight in
Inltiating this program on behaif of Jewish education,

To Rabbis Morris H, Flner, Abraham Avrech and the entire Community
Service Divislion staff as well as to Mr, Morris Benethen and Mr. Sempson
Isseroff, consultants,
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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY RABBINIC ALUMNI

COMMITTEE ON NEW COMMUNITIES
REPORT 1959

Rabbl Sol Roth
Chalrman

At thls Sixteenth Annual Conventlon of the Rabbinic Alumnl Assoclation,
we are happy to submit our regular report on the work of the Community
Service Division In the fleld of new communities, While thls report Is
very brief, | belleve 1+ wiil accurately reflect the continulng emphasls
that CSD has placed on this vital program,

In our last annual report to the Alumni in October 1958, we |isted the
accomp! Ishments for the yesr 5718, We Included as a final ltem In that
report the fact that we were pursuing seven possible leads of prospective
new congregations, The disposition of our efforts with regard to these
seven congregations Is as followss

2 developed into congregations under Yeshlvae
Unlversity ausplces and Yeshiva University
musmachim,

2 developed into orthodox positions under the
leadership of musmachim from ofher Yeshivot.

| prospect did not develop into @ congregation,
but containg a working nucleus with which we are
sttil In contact,

2 groups developed Into Conservetlve congregations.

In additfon to these groups, we h:ve added three new congregations fo the
ranks of new communitles established with the help of the Community
Service Division. These congregations are located in Montreal, New Jersey
and Tennessee, The CSD steff Is presently In contact with four other
groups in Florida, Long Island and Pennsylvania which we ere hopeful will
develop Into Yeshiva Unlversity congregations In the course of the year,

A continulng source of dlsappointment to the CSD staff In this program

has been the passive indlfference of fthe vast majority of the members of

the Rabbinlc Alumn! in helping us by scouting for prospects for usq Oonly

a handful of rabbls have taken the t rouble to communlcate with us

about prospective groups that have come to thelr attention, We should

like to take thls opportunity to note for the record the very fine co=
operation of these of our Rabbinlc Alumnl whose active Interest has made

the developing of leads for new congregations possible during the past year,
They ares Rabbliss Jonah Caplan Merris flalpern, Ephralm Koiatch, Li? Stelsi,
Leon Stitsk'n and Aaron Walden.
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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY RABBINIC ALUMNI

PLACEMENT COMMITTEE
REPORT = ]959

Rabbl Morris Max
Chalirmen

The placement commlittee of the Rabbinic Alumnt 1s, as you know, not
involved In the actual work of placements |fs purpose is (a) to serve
as |lalson between the alumn! and Co.S.Do which 1s charged with the
professional responsibility of placement, and, (b) to make Itself
available as a "grievance" commitiee to any musmach who may feel that
he is not receiving proper consideration by CcSeDe It 1s apparent,
therefore, that the degree of activity of the Placement Committee 1s in
Inverse proportion to the successful placement activity of CuoSeDo

| must confess that beyond an occasional conversation with Rabbl Flner,
our committee did not meet formally during the past yesre Perhaps, for
the coming year, the commlttee ought to schedule regular meetings even

when there are no complaints to be ad]Justed.

At the present time there are eigh! musmachim on the placement |ist e
These are men who are in immedlate need of positlons, having no other
regular source of Incomas In all these instances, however, these men
have elther been referred to one or more opporfunities during the past
few months, In most cases the difficulty results from self Imposed
{imitations as to geographlcal locatlion or the type of positione

on the following page the basic facts and flgures on rabbinfc placement
since June !,1958 are graphically illustrated, It is diffuclt to
pin-point an exact date when a placement season may be sald to begin,

The flgures hare given, covering as they do one complete year, June Iy
{958 to June 1, 1959, plus the most active period ( June | to November 1)
of thls year, glve & more accurate plcture of the scope of rabbinic
placement worke
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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY RABBINIC ALUMNI

RABBINIC PLACEMENT

June |, 1958 to

June 1,1959 to

June 1,1959 November |,1959
In Pulplits 57 %6
Into the Chaplaincy 9 5
As Hillel Directors | |
Wit+h Jewishﬂcrganfzaf!ons , T 3
in "Chlnuch® 19 Il
TOTAL 93 56

With regard to plac:ment In pulplts, the following breakdouwn Is of interests

June 1,1958 to

June 1,1959 to

June 1,3939 November |,19%9
First Pulpits 16 H
Promotions 22 14
Forced Changes 16 1
Placement In New Communitles 12 T

The above flgures are Indeed Impressive and reflect both the growihg

Influence of our Rabbinic Alumni fn the American Jewish community as wel]

as the constantly growing volume of placement actlvity cerrled through

by CeSeDe




YESHIVA UNIVERSITY RABBINIC ALUMN!

PUBL ICATIONS COMMITTEE -
REPORT - 1959

Rabbt! Abraham R. Basdin
Chalrman

GENERAL STATEMENT

The Rabbinic Alumni Publications Committee cooperates with the Community
Service Division of the Yeshlva Unlversity in the preparation of two
publications of interest to the Yeshlve musmach, The technical, adminis=
trative and financlal wherewithal Is provided by CSD; the |iterary
Involvement of our alumn! 1s achleved by the efforts of our Alumni
Publications Commlttee,

CHAVRUSA

Our ma jor and more distinguished effort is reflected In the printed pub-
I1tcation "Chavirusa™, The name, formst, scope and layout of this
publication was evolved by the active consultation of our committee with
the previous director of the CSD Program Department, Rabbl Sol Spiro.
His successor, Rabbl Bernard Walfish seems especially adept In these and
other areas and we look forward to a continued fruitful llason,

Our editorial staff features men who are distinguished In many areas of
rabbinic and professional work. |t Is our plen to maintain a regularity

In the inclusion of various departments, so that we wili heve a con=
tinulty of format, We eagerly invite the constructive evaluatlive criticism
of our colleagues so that we may improve the callibre of our publication,

1DEA

R

There Is very little creative programming being done by most program
directors, We have kept ourselves abreast of the publications of verious
Institutions and, In most Instances, thelr work constitutes no more than
rehashing old material,

Our publication "|deas", however, has been presenting new matertal in
various areas of practlical rabbinics, We wonder how many of our colleagues
who may occasionally succumb to the temptation of disparaging our oun,
realize the refreshing newness and creat lvity of most of our programming
ftems In the past few years,

Rabbi Walfish, the new CSD Program Director Is literally brimming with

new ldeas about Improving "ldess" even further so that Its usefulness as
a8 guide to the practicing rabbt will be even further enhanced,

NOTE OF RECOGNITION

The Publicetions Committee of the Rebbinic Alumni expresses lts apprecia-
tion to Rabbl Morris H. Finer, to Rabbi Abraham Avirech, and to the
entire CSD staff for lis effective and proficient services e our Alumni,
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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY RABBINIC ALUMNI

TREASURER*S REPCRT
0€T, 1958 = CCT.1959

Rabbi Seymour Turk

INCONE

-w

Dues $1,002,00

Conventions,

Conferences 961,00

@l' ,966000

EXPENSES: ‘

Convention expenses 793,00

Printer 92,00 Convention cards
|
|

I'T1 50 CHAVRUSA
Ads In Newspapers 182,65

Audlo-Visual for all
recordings 131,80

Misc, expenses for all
events 50,00

41,120695

BALANCE IN BANK AS VERIF [ED-NOVEMEER 5,}959
85117

L A o]
B ]
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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY RABBINIC ALUMNI

YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE
REPORT = 5 YEAR FERIOD 195L= 1959

Rabbl Sam Glaser,
Chairman

September 159 saw the rounding out of flve years of our Youth Burcau's
operations,

Coming into being during a momentous peried when a signlficant interest
in youth was In evidence, !t was necessary for our Bureau to assume diverse
responsibl|1ties and expand servicesyeerly to meet urgent requestss

Much hes transpired during these five formatlve years. Numerous programs,
pro jects and services have been offered which hundreds of synagogues and
tens of thousands of young people have been the beneficlarles of,

With a major portion of Bureau effort directed at Congregations served

by our Rabbinlc Alumni, and with large numbers of musmachim already avelle
Ing themselves of offerings, thls brief snyopsis has been prepared to
better acquaint our men wlth what the Department !s doing so that we may
all more fully oppreciate and better avail ourselves of services,

Basleal ly Bureau programs center abouf six broad areas of service.

A+ PLACENENT

B, CONSULTIVE

C. PUBL ICATIONS

D. LEADERSHIP TRAINING
E, TEEN PROGRAMS

Fo SPECIAL SERVICES

Ao, PLACENENT

The Bureau maintains a placement service for Synagogue and
Community Center personnel, referring Individuals for
positions as executives, youth taadars, progrem directors,
etc, In additlon, a comprehansive summer’ placement program
s In operation supplying select home and country cemps
with edminlstrative, specielty and general staffo

During the past flve years a total of 5,0 individuals have
been placed In full, pert-time and summer posftions through
the Burcau. ‘

8, ,CONSULTIVE ASSISTANCE

a. Fleld Vislts

Technical assistence and guidance in all ereas
of youth actlivity Is rendered through fleld visits
undertaken regularly to syncgogues and agencless

" Endeavoring to evaluate and ralse tie stuenderds
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of exlsting progrems, exploring staff needs, etc., fleld trips bring
a message of Yeshiva Interest to Congregations and assist in areas

of specific need,

280 vislits have been undertaken to Synagogues and agencles in Metropolitan

New York and

Co

Ds

out of town during the five year perlod,

b, Consultation

Each week scores of consultive visits from rabbis, lay
leaders and professional workers are held at the Bureau
offices, Thls service which relates to methods and
problems of organizetion, programming and function,
frequently lays the groundwork for a new program, or
supplles the necessary stimulus for the continuation

or expansion of one already in operation,

650 consul tive vislts heve been held with Bureau
personne! to date,

PUBL |CAT IONS

A serles of Synagogue youth work brochures on various leader~
ship and skll| themes have baen preparec, whlch survey
fundamentals of leadership, Sabbath programming, customs

and ceremonles, arts and crafts, games, and dramatics,
Puslicaitcas, which have snid in the thousands fill a vital
nead In presenting the tradiitonal viewpoint to youth
peirsonnel o

Also in the offing, Is a serles ertitled "Teon Guldes"
which define fundamenta' Jewish observances and develop
around them suitable prograin actlvities,

The YUSCY Bulletinsa quarterly, which features educational,

"o s,

re!igious™and wuifural offerings, a5 wall as reglonal news
and artlcies of Interest to young people Is published re~
gularly by the Bureau, More than four thousand copies of

each lssue are distributed,

LEADERSHIP TRAINING

The Burcau regularly sponsors off-campus Youth Leaders
institutes to train young men and women with ieadership
potential for actlve roles In directing synagcgue youth
groups. Held for seven consecutive weeks, Institutes
feature workshops in group skills and Jewish customs and
observanzes, and endeavor to clarify the role of the leader

in the twaditional Synagogue seftinge.

To date nine Institutes have been held ( Broollyn, Rhiladelphia,
Westchester, Long Isiend and Mid~Tcwn New York) with fhe
participation of one hundrea and ninety-='x pariicipaniz from
ninety=e¢ight Synagoguese

I5 R




E. TEEN PROGRAMS

as Regional Conclaves

Assuming the form of week-end mee tings for Teen-agers
of a gliven area, Youth Bureau sponsored Conclaves

have proved popular to Synagogue youth wlithin a radius
of some six hundred miles of New York City, Provide
Ing area teenagers with experiences In traditlonal
Jewish living, progrems of a relligious, soclal, cultur=
al, and recrecational nature, each Conclave tackles a
given unit of Jewish study during the course of a
week~ends Conclaves have trecated subjects |ike sabbath,
prayer, outward observances, etc, To date soma 3200
individuals have participated in the reglonal programs
held in the following locatlionss

New England Malden,Massachusetts
Holyoke Massachusetis
Hartford, Connecticut
Dorchester, Massachusetts
Bridgepor-t ,Connectlicut
West Hariford,Connecticut(¥59)

Metropolitan New York White Piains
Forest hills
Mid-Town

New Jei'sey West New York
Linden
Lakewood
Passalc (160)

Upparr New York Toronto
State and Ontario Rochaster
Buffaio

Haini i toh (160)

Canirai East Philadaiphia
( Fannsylvania ., Clevsland
Thio, Indlane, Coiumbus (%60)

Kentucky,Michigan)
Quahac Montreal (160)

Conalaves provida a atrergthaning of religlous tigs,
understanding ard prastice, an wnportunity for
Synagogua youth to fduntify with orthodoxy, and good
recrul tment potreniiai in bringing to Yashiva's
attention promfging young men and women, In addlition
to the more obvious benefits of Public Relatlons,
Communlty Service, efce
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bes Teen=Age Torah Leadership Seminar

A novel program for seleat teen~age congregational
youth displaying leadership potential has been fhe
Teen-Age Torah Leadership Seminar currently held In
two sessions, summer ( duration elght days to two
weeks) end winter ( approximataly oma weesj, Seminar
of fers youiig peeple from ali perts of the country an
opportuniiy to beiter understand pasic Judaism while
acquiiing useful skills In leadership,

The program, begun In 1955 with twenty-elght participaa!s
now seas neerly four hundred attending annually, Con-
siderabia lwpact on the rellgious aitituzes, understanding
and practines of partisipants has beern scored and a
significant number have been motiveted o conr’nug thelr
higher studles et Yeshive and oihai insf{futions of

higherr Jewish learning,

To date 67 teen-agers from aii paris of the acountry
have partizipated in the Seminarsg

€, Sumnar Instltute tn israal

The Burcauts Israel lnstltute takas teenwagers to the
Holy Land for a two month perlcd dig-ing ithe summai.

Of fering a comprehensive edusationaj progranm 1 allows
them o s37 isreel with a Sabbath and distary law
observing g'oup, The Institufa provides fours fo all
parts of the country, meefings wivh isreel’s leaders,
a Kibbutz stay, fnstruciion in conversational Hebrew
and mitzvos, and sessions relating the country's
archeology and geography to the Bibles

d. Essay Contest

Four essay contests designed to stimulate interest in

Jewl sh thougit nnd éxpressior by sytagogtie youth have

been held. Cuntests sge Ilveiy wenpetiiion on dewith
themes by aziring young writers and offar 1lterary

prizes as inceintives to the saores who enter each contest,

Fo SFECIAL SERYICES

Ag Reci u! bynnt
Dot WAL
A logice, afrereeifant of portisipatian In verlous
Yourn Bireai: ' 2 o i fe and
oppor it ¢ ¥ g LU kel beon the tnorsasing number
of recrnivs e Batar. Qi Golleges and High
Schun's, =i narituuinely “he fechine and fewleh Study
Frogranm Depesimant nave batafited. Dwing the pest five
years, wmors “hen 7 studenty heve deen brough o Yesnlive
as a rasuit of bhureay cenfacteg
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CONCLUS |ON

be Group Werkers

For nearly four years the Burcau maintained the Informal
Association of Jewlsh Group Workers. A body of professional
group workers, concerned with incressing the Jewish content
In youth programs, Existing largely as & study organization
the group rendered significant help In ralsing the Jewish
standards at community centers, Y's, and other youth service
orgenizations,

ce Educational Breakfasts

Seeking ways and means of popularizing Jewish concepts and
observances for teen-agers, and the promotion of inter=
congregational actlvity, the Educational Breakfast fdea wes
born. The plan since Implemented In many a Congregction has
seen the preparation of materials and progrems almed af
presenting popular Jewish studies to area feenw-age audiences
fol lowing services and breakfast,

de Reference Room -

The Bureau has organized and maintains a Reference Room for
recreational and leadership materials, Used by students

and professionals, the Iibrary which scans holldays, camping,
leadership and skills materials Is becoming Increasingly
popular,

ee Miscellaneous Services

while the lions share of Burcau activitles are almed at the
community at lerge, signlflcant effort Is devoted to

Internal Yeshiva services, The Burcau's director has for a
number of years offered a course In group work activities at
the Teacherts Instltute, and Bureau offices have been popular
with Yeshive students interested in ascertsining opportunities
and obtaining counsel in the youth work field, Opportunities
have been provided too for students with special talent fo
gain practical experience of various functions f.e, Leader-
ship Instltutes, Reglonal Conclaves and Seminars.

The Department has gained recognition and good will not only In Yeshlva
clrcles but among Natlonal and municipal groups as well. The Bureau
represents Yeshivats youth interests in a number of bodies and has come
to be regarded as the spokesman for traditional Jewish Youth,

For further Information er assistance in areas of youth service, feel free
to communicate withs YOUTH BUREAU, Communlty Service Dlvision, Yeshiva
University, Amstérdem Avenue and 186 Street, New York 33, NeYe

Abrahem Stern, Director
Cy Shavrick, Assistant Director
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PROGRESS REPORT
COMMUNITY SERVICE DIVISION OF
YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

DIRECTOR: Rabbi Morris H, Finer

CSDYS OBJECTIVE IS FQUR-FOLD:

(1)
- (2)
(3)

(L)

Service to the Jewish community
Service to Yeshiva University

Service to Yeshiva University's professional alumni who are
serving the Jewish community

To establish a relationship between Yeshiva University, the
aforementioned alumni and the Jewish community

How is this achieved?

SERVICE TO THE JBJISH COMMUNITY:

This service is channeled largely through the congregations and commu-
nities, the schools and organizations ministered to by the "musmachai
ha-Yeshiva" as well as by our associate alumni, It runs the gamut of
community needs and activities:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(L)

(5)

(6)

(1)

Providing fullwtime personnel: - rabbis, educators, executive
directors, group workers, cantors, other religious function-
aries, Chaplains for the armed forces,

Providing part-time or occasional personnel: « speakers,
Tecturers, rabbis and cantors to officiate during the High
Holydays or for other special occasions,

Programming: e counsel and guidance to congregations and
Their affiliates; assistance in arranging programs for spe-
cific occasions in the life of the congregation or for sea-
sonal schedules,

Publications: = are prepared and disseminated at nominal
price, books, pamphlets and brochures on a wide variety of
Jewish subjects.,

An effective program of Talmud Torah education: = to raise
The educational goals, o improve the standards and the pro-
ficiency of learning in our congregation Hebrew schools,

An eminently successful youth program: - offering regional
gonclaves, national seminars, leadership training, an annual
summer seminar in Israel, guidance and counsel in all areas
of youth work,

A stimulating adult education program: « designed to en-
courage the study of Torah Judalsm among our adults;
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gives counsel and guidance in the preparation of courses of
study, suggests and provides curricula and suitable teaching

materials,

(8) Community organization: - assistance in the organization of
Tiew congregations with special attention to suburban deve-
lopments, This service includes architectural consultation,
counsel and guidance in matters relating to synagogue ad-
ministration, membership and fund raising campaigns,

(9) Field service: = periodic visits by CSD staff members and
5Thers o assist in meeting community problems and to sur-
vey community needs,

(10) Information bureau and responsa service: - Hundreds of in-
gquiries are ancwered annually on guestions of "halacha',
iminhag!, Jewish history, Hebrew culture, etc, These in-
quiries come from rabbis, laymen and organizations,

SERVICE TO YESHIVA UNIVERSITY:

(1) As the University's central placement office for students
and alumni,

(2) As one of Yeshiva's recruitment agents to attract students
of superior caliber to the University,

(3) Through participation in the Semicha training program:

(a) Instruction of students preparing for the rabbi-
nate, and

(b) Arranging and implementing a "shimush" program for
gsenior Semicha students

(4) As a promoter of Yeshiva University's public relations with
e Jewlsh comn y: = making friends ior Yeshiva and pro=
mulgating in the Jewlsh community the ideals, values and
practices of Torah Judaism represented by Yeshiva,

SERVICE TO THE ALUMNI:

(1) As the Y,URA,'s executive secretariat, CSD handles all the

Abbim.c Alumni's organizational details, arranging meetings,

conferences and conventions and servicing the various commi-
ttees of the Alumni,

(2) As the placement agency for alumni if RIETS, TI, TIW, and CTI,

(3) By providing professional guidance and counsel to Y,U, alumni
who are making careers in the Jewish communal service,

2 G



BUILDING A RELATIONSHIP:

To achieve our goals for a vital "yiddishkeit", it is necessary to unite
and co-ordinate all our forces, institutional, professional and lay,
TSD 15 conmitted to weaving Ehis Tehut ha-meshulosh® so that Yeshiva
niversity w its prestige and rich resources, The Rabbinic Alumni
with its leadership, zeal and dedication and our lay leaders without
whose co-operation nothing could be accomplished, may work together for

our Torah objectives,

CSD has therefore begun to activate the Yeshiva University Synagogue
Council, Several of its regions, affiliates and commissions have already
made significant progress, We look forward to more intensive activity

in the years ahead,

CSD « DEPARTMENTS AND ACTIVITIES

NE4 COMMUNITIES

During the past year, CSD was instrumental in organizing five new conge
regations, has established contact with five additional prospective new
GOmmﬁﬁifies, and is maintaining a lively, onw.going association with the
close to Tifty new congregations formed with YeshivaTs encouragement

and assistance during the past five years,

Dr, Belkints profound interest in this program is evidenced concretely
in the fact that he has authorized, since the inception of the program
some five years ago, the sum of ovor $50,000 in cash subsidies to new
congregations, This is besides GSD staff time and eifort, For this
coming year alone we are already committed to over $9,000 in cash sub=-
gidies, ‘

Mr, Victor B, Geller is in charge of this important area of conmunity
development and has been doing a vigorous and highly competent job,

THE CHAPLAINCY PROGRAM

CSD has been at the beck and call of the extremely active (fourteen
meetings this past year) Rabbinic Alumni Chaplaincy Committee, The
procurement program is constantly going on, There are now fourteen Y,U,
musmachim in the Chaplaincy; three more are now being processed,

In addition to Chaplaincy recruitment and processing, CSD has maintained
a steady rapport with our Chaplains in the field through frequent personal
correspondence and through the issuvance of a periodic Chaplains! Bulletin,

Rabbi Abraham Avrech has been doing yeoman's service for this cause as
the alert and diligent liaison with the Chaplaincy Committee,
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CSD = DEPARTMENTS AND ACTIVITIES

PROGRAM DEPARTMENT

Over 210 Programming requests, more than 150 from rabbis, were filled
during the past year,

Extensive files on a wide range of subjects are maintained, constantly
expanded and catalogued for easy reference, Program files are also milcrow
filmed and are available at the Pollack Library,

The Program Department also prepares and disseminates publications on
Jewish subjects, A Catalogue of Publications is available upon request,
Last year, more than 11,000 unites were sold at nominal charge,

In co-operation with Y,U,'s Audio-Visual Department, the Program Depart-
ment also makes available educational materials, = tapes, records, films
and f£ilm strips, of Jewish and general interest, Catalogue obtainable
on request,

CHAVRUSA and IDEAS alternately are published bi-monthly for the Rabbinio
ATomni through the Program Department,

Rabbi Solomon J, Spiro who was Director of the Program Department for
five years, left CSD in July to accept the call of an important, new
congregation in St, Martin,Montreal, We welcome the newly appointed
Director, Rabbi Bernard H, Walfish who, although entering upon his
duties but a brief month ago, has thrown himself into the work with a
zeal and enthusiasm that augur well for future success,

LECTURE BUREAU

Outstanding speakers on a wide variety of Jewish and general subjects
are offered to congregations and their affiliates, to other groups and
organizations, Among the lecturers (listing upon request) are many dise
tinguished members of Y,U, faculties as well as of the Rabbinic Alumni,

Last year, the Lecture Bureau filled 83 requests for speakers, 0f these,
38 were on a fee and LL on a free basis,

Through the Lecture Bureau, the Yeshiva College Debating Team was spon=
sored last year by Congregations in New York City, Philadelphia, Balti~
more, Pittsburgh, Chicago and upstate New York, For a fee sufficient to
cover travel expenses, the congregation acts as host to a debate be-
tween the team of Yeshiva and that of a local college., Judges are ime-
portant local dignitaries, Outstanding successes were reported; tremen-
dous public relations program, overflow crowds especially in Baltimore
and Pittsburgh, A similar project is under way for this year,

Rabbi Walfish is Director of the Lecture Bureau, succeeding Rabbi Spiro,
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CSD= DEPARTMENTS AND ACTIVITIES

CCMMISSION ON TAIMUD TORAH EDUCATION

The Commission consists of three component groups: (a) Rabbinic Advie
sory Committee; (b) Principals! Council; and (c) lay representatives,
Thus far, 97 congregational sc¢hools are represented in the Commission,
all of them in the New York metropolitan area and belonging to the
Yeshiva University Synagogue Council,

The member schools are serviced by the Jewish Education Committee of New
York which has assigned two excellent and dedicated consultants to the
Commission, Mr, Morris B, Benathen and Mr, Sampson A, Isseroif,

Among the more important services offered by the Commission are (a)
preparation of curricula, texts and teaching materials; (b) evalua-~
tion and accreditation of schools; (c) educational consultation; and
(d) educational placement,

Though limited presently to N.,Y, City schools, the fruits of the Commiss-
ion's labors are made available to all our colleagues through CSD and

through the Rabbinic Alumnifs Education Committee, Eventually, we hope
to make the Commission nation-wide in scope and composition,

Rabbi. Finer serves as CSDis liaison with the Commission,

YOUTH BUREAU

Last year, as in previous years, hundreds of teen agers, boys and
girls, were brought closer to Torah living through the activities of the

Youth Bureau,

Five Regional conclaves (in Bridgeport, Conn,; Metropolitan
New York; Lakewood, N,J,; Buffale, N,Y,; and Cleveland, Ohio)
attracted 875 young people from 83 congregations and communities,

The Winter Seminar at the Lake House, Woodridge, N,Y. had 130
participants from over 60 congregations and the Summer Seminar at
Camp Monroe, Monroe, N,Y, drew 210 participants from over 75
communities,

Thus more than 1,200 young people were exposed to a rich religious and
cultural experience that has proven in many cases to be a turning point
in their lives,

The Third Annual Summer Institute in Israel afforded 28 teen agers, re-
presenting some 20 congregations, with a most rewarding experience, Last
year's Institute was conducted with the co-operation of the Jewish Agency
under the guidance of Dr, and Mrs, Leon D, Stitskin, assisted by Rabbi
Israel Wohlgelernter,

32 young adults, coming from 15 congregations in the New York Metropow

litan area took advantage of the special leadership training program
offered in the form of a seven session Youth Leaders Institute,
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CSD - DEPARTMENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Consultive service to students, rabbis, professional group workers and
lay leaders is a regular feature of Youth Bureau activity, Last year
alone witnessed over 160 such consultive sessions,

Publications, field work (over 70 visits last year) and placement round
out the program of this busy department.

The ultimate objective of the Youth Bureau is to develop a national Torah
youth movement through YUSCY (Yeshiva University Synagogue Council Youth),

Mr, Abraham Stern is the skillful and dedicated Director of the Youth
Bureau, Mr. Cy Shavrick is the able and devoted Assistant Director,

DEPARTMENT OF ADULT EDUCATION

The growth in scope and in acceptance of the YUDAE program during the
past year is most gralifying.

127 congregations are now affiliated with YUDAE,

57 of them have active programs that are registered with the
Department,

3 are participating congregations whose records are not ale
together complete,

6l are enrolled congregations who have requested and received
guidance but who do not yet have active programs,

1120 individual students were last year enrolled in adult education
courses registered with and approved by YUDAE, Each of these
students has his "scholastic record card" in the files of the
Department,

985 of these students were accredited at the end of the year
(that is, they were given point credit for courses completed),

12 students were awarded "Certificates of Achievement',
attesting to their having successfully completed 80 credits,

The following table points up vivdly the growth of YUDAE during the past
few years:

1955-56 i 1956-57 : 195758 ! 195859

students enrolled

Total number of 30 7 108§ 127
congregations affiliated
7 , (approx.) L

otal number of 329 800 09 11,20

Total number of 686 697 985

students accredited

D
AW
fing
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CSD = DEPARTMENTS AND ACTIVITIES

In addition to conducting this "extension program" of Jewish education
for the benefit of the affiliated congregations, YUDAE offers guidance
and counsel in the organization and teaching of adult education courses,
prepares and provides curriculs and teaching materials, publishes and
disseminates important texts, Many of the schools are visited for
evaluation and accreditation, 53 consultive sessions and 10 flelds visits

last year,

The erudite and resourceful Director of the Department of Adult Education
is Dr, Sidney B, Hoenig,

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL

This is a national association of traditional congregations in the
United States and Capada under the religious leadership of the
rabbinic alumni of Y,U, and such other traditional congregations which
seek spiritual guidance, religious direction, and educational and
communal service from Y.U,

The more than 500 congregations served by Y,U, musmachim and agsociate
alumni are therefore eligible for membership in the ¥,U,S3.C, on a
national scale, There have been a number of important developments
that are deserving of mentions

(1) Regional Chapters: In certain areas, notably Philadelphia
and Detroit, there has been a great deal of activity under
the direction of Dr, Leon D, Stitskin, Director, Community
Relations, Boston and Pittsburgh had regional activity seve
eral years ago and are clamoring for more, Recently, a Tri-
State Council of Traditional Synagogues (Ohio, Kentucky,
Indiana) was organized and is scheduled to have its first
Convention in Dayton, Ohio, on November 22nd,

(2) Commissions: The Commission on Talmud Torah Education has
already been described, Steps were taken last year to or-
ganize a Commission on Adult Education and a Youth Commission,
We hope to implement these Commissions this year,

(3) National Association of Men's Clubs; 6l congregations are
already affiliated, The Association has periodic meetings,
issues a News Bulletin, held a Convention last May at the
Pioneer Country Club, Greenfield Park, N,Y, Over 3C0 delew
gates attended, There is much interest and vitality in the
group, Rabbi Walfish will serve as Advisor to the National
Association, '

Through the Yeshiva University Synagogue Council, CSD hopes (a) to
channel its services more effectively; (b) to discover and develop
Orthodox lay leadership; and (c) to instill in the member congregations
a sense of affiliation and identification with Yashiva University.
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CSD - DEPARTMENTS AND ACTIVITIES

PLACEMENT

During the period June 1, 1958 to November 1, 1959, CSD was instru-
mental in consummating 799 placements, as follows:

Rabbinie

@
L3
®
@
o
-]
L4
L4

Y.U. musnachim . ' o 1h9
Associate alumnd o o 6 0 o o o ° 9

Total . e o 0 9 o o O I L ® 158

P

Chinuch
(nonnrabbiniC) o 8 8 ¢ o ¢ 2 9 0 0 © 5 & 0 ® 91

High Holyday

5719000000000000' ‘llo
5720 6 & 6 o @ ¢ o & & ¢ 5 ©° & ; ® 116

Total e 9 6 ° & & @ & ¢ 0 e ¢ e o o @ 226

L 3

Group Work

°
N

o
[«2N

Camps, summer 1958 4 ¢ o o o o
W summer 1959 4 o b 0 0 0 o0 1D
Centers, synagogues, agencies . o 69

Total ¢ o« 6 o 6 ¢ o o o e 6 o 0 0 o 210
CantOrial o ¢ % @ ¢ 0 ¢ 5 & e 6 e & o & o© 0o © o & ¢ o 27
Student

Miscellaneous jobs, €.8., tutoring,
a8 waiters, etCe o o o e 6 & 8 8 o @ ® LI 87

Grand total o o o ¢ o 799

Note: For rabbinic placement, contact Rabbi Finer, Rabbi Avrech or Nr,
Geller, For Chinuch placement, contact Rabbi Avrech or Mr,
Isseroff, For High Holyday and student placement, contact Rabbi
Avrech, For group work placement, contact Mr, Stern, For can-
torial placement, contact Cantor Nulman,
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The following table charts the professional distribution of the
YESHIVA UNIVERSITY RABBINIC ALUMNI as of Nobember 1, 1959, in comparison

with similar distributions in 1950 and 195Ls

1950 1954 1959
IN PULPITS 266 307 397
CHAPLAINS 3 21 1
HILLEL
DIRECTORS 3 6 5
IN JEIISH )
EDUCATTION 67 65 112
SERVING
JENISH 19 32 56
ORGANIZATIONS :
IN ISRAEL 11 13 1h
IN BUSTHTIO %
SEGUTG -« tieif BESTONS Lo 62 162
DECELSAD 19 ; 2l 36
UNCLASE T D Le 57 65
TOTALS L63 587 861

% Tnclodes the following categories in 19593

awaiting placement, 8;

unknown, 19

graduate students, 9;

not in good standing, 29,

9C
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