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Torah Leadership Convocation
Yechiva University Sabbath

The triennial occasion of convoking
musmachim ordained in the three year
period will be celebrated this year March
29 at the Yeshiva. A unique feature will
be the accompanying Torah Leadership
Convacation to take place over the pre-
ceding weekend, March 27 and 28. The
Shabbat of this weckend, Parshat Tzav
(Shabbat Parah) has been declared Yes-
hiva University Sabbath and wilt be ob-
served  throughout  the  United  States
and Canada by our musmachim by special
sermons on Yeshiva and other Yeshiva
activicy.

The first Chag Hasemicha held at Yes-
hiva, according to the records, was March
20, 1919, At that time 5 musmachim
participated in a ceremony which took
place at Shearith Isract Congregation. On
March 29, there will be over 115 part-
cipating. Traditionally, the ceremony con-
sists of .the recently ordained rabbis
marching into the Lamporr Aaditorium
and there hearing the charge of ordina-
tion presented by the eminent Dr. . 8.
Soloveitchik. The eternal truths of Torah,
translated into practical goals for today’s
spiritial leaders and cxpressed by s
venerable teacher, 1s a message that
every musmach makes pare of his way of
life.

The Torah Leadership Convocation is
part of the recent trend at Yeshiva of
stimutating lay interest in Orthodoxy aned
its institucions. Leading baale baatim of
Yeshiva congregations witl assemble over
the weekend of March 27, 28 to partici-
pate in a convocation to discuss problems
confronting the Jewish community. Ar-
rangenents have been made at Yeshiva
Residznee Halls for accommodations.

The Cenvocation program will inchide
Seudah and Zemiror Friday nighe, and an
Oncg Shabbat and forum on “The Rabbi
and tw Comnumnity”. Sabbath day will

feature Services and a Sermon, Scudah
and Zemirot, followed by an afternoon
forum on “Current Trends in Torah Ed-
ucation.” Saturday night will be devored
to a formal reception tendered by our
Rabbinic Alumnt to new musmachim and
their guests.

Chag Hasemicha ceremonies are sched-
uled to begin 2:30 P. M. on Sunday.

NEW GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL
IN MANHATTAN

A new Yeshiva University High School
for Girls of Manhattan will be open this
September in Mid-Manhattan.  Negotia-
tions are presently underway for the exact
site. For the time being, the mailing ad-
dress of the school is at our Main Center
via the Admissions Office. Mr. Martin
Lilker has been named by President
Belkin the School's Administrator.

CHAG HASEMICHA MARCH 29

MIDWINTER CONFERENCE
BEST YET

A record attendance was registered at
this year's midwinter conference. The
conference was scheduled this year o fol-
low the anmral Yahrzeie Shiur in Halacha
and Aggada of Rabbi Soloveitchik. Many
Alumnt came from out of town to atrend
the Shiur and the conference nexe day.

The conference was opened by Rabbi
Charles Spirn, Yonkers, N. Y., conference
co-chairman. Morning scssions were de-
voted to the theme “Yeshiva University as
our Religious Center”. Chaired by Rabbi
Elithu Kasten, Oceanside, N. Y., the as-
sembly  heard Ruabbi Sumuel Strollman,
Windsor, Ont., discuss philosophical lit-
crature, Rabbi Abraham Atkin, Paterson,
N. J. cducational literature and Rabbi
Louts Bernstein, Bayside, N, Y., popular
fiterature, (continued on page 8)
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EDITOR’S PREROGATIVE

The days of the week-end preaching
rabbi are¢ numbered. The demands of the
modern day Jewish scene require a sus-
tained application of all of our talents
and resources in diverse areas. To con-
tent ourszlves with a mintmal ministra-
tion by way of sermonizing and a class
or two of instruction is to fall short of
our responsibility as rabbis.

The pattern of our synagogues has
changed. With appalling Jewish ignor-
ance fﬂmp(l”[ ﬂm()ngSt OUr nasscs Zlnd
with Jewish homes denuded of content
and observance, the synagogue has be-
come the last depository and refuge of
Jewish Sdencificacion, Wheatever the
motivations of our congregants, it be-
hooves us as rabbis to mect them on the
level of weir participation, and to ¢xpose
them to the influences of our faith.

We are well appreciative that s
trend of making the synagogue the sole
vestigal agency of Jewishness is contrary
to our religious outlook. Judaism is an
all-‘embracive faith and should be re-
flected in all aspects of our lives. Never-
theless, the given situation requires that
we concentrate our resourcefulness within
the synagogue organization, with the rea-
sonable cxpectation that our influences
may overflow beyond its confines.

It is lamentable that most colleagues
of other persaasions have been particular-
ly responsive to this new chatlenge, while
many of sur Orthodox brethren are aa-

OUR ROSHE YESHIVA

Rabbi Joseph Weiss
It 1s our pleasure this month to sahue
the carcer and work of one of the out-
standing personalitics on the faculty of
our beloved Alma Mater. From the carl-
iest days of his presence ac the Yeshiva.
HoRav Joseph Weiss has distinguished
himself n Talmudic brilli (ace, ceffective
teaching and friendly personality.

HoRav Weiss considers his position of
Rosh Yeshiva and assistant to Rabbi So-
loveitchik m his Semicha Shiur as a high
point in his carcer. Born in Hungary, he
came here as a young man and stadicd
under Rabbi  Moshe  Soloveitchik,  at
whosce house he was a ben bayis. In 1939
he received Semicha from RIETS and be-
came assistant to Dr. Belkin in his shrur,
HoRav Weiss graduated Yeshiva College
and has completed his requirements for
a DHL in our Graduate School. He i
married ro  the daughter of the wel
known Orthodox physician, Dr. Moller
and has six children.

Setting an example of what can be a-
chieved 1 Tatmudic fearning by Yeshiau
graduates, Rabbi Weiss has been recog-
nized as an authority by the Rabbinical

by Rabbi Jacob Goldberg

Council of  Arcrice which  appointed
him sceretary of the Flalacha Commis-
ston. He s also editor of our Modor Hal-
acha. In both of these roles he is in con-
stant touch with the practical shaylos and
rabbimic decisions of modern problems.
HoRav Weiss feels thar the funtre of
Amcrican Judaisin betongs to that gronp
of rabbis that can infuse the spirit of Jew-
ish learning inro bualebationr. The most
important ¢ffort of Yeshiva rabbis should
be in rhe field of Jewish education for
adules and youngsters, the  underlying
theme being to convinee our Jewish peo-
ple of the cternity of Halacha, stressing
its tiportance to our fumure because of
its intellectual nature and unifying char-
acter. Rabbis must inculcare respect and
love for Torah and Jewish studies by
reaching, preaching and example.

Observing toduy's generation of Jews,
HoRav Wess believes that it is more
sincere i its approach to religion and not
as buter as the former generation. He
therefore feels dwt it is more open to
Orthodox persuasion. The only danger to
be  guarded agiinst 1s compromise  in
standards of practice and learning. This
st never be allowed to happen and
only msistence on maximum education
and standards wilt prevent ir.

HoRav Wers fooks forward to the rask
of cducating the community  being - ac-
complished by our Alumni and Yeshiva
students entering the fickd. He finds his
students wore cager 1o learn and more
thirsty for knowledge i alt aspects of
Judaisin. There 1s therefore a spectal
duty for today’s Rosh Yeshiva to provide
information on such problems as emunab
and religtous behuviour, Yeshiva is not
only an academic insdrurion bur also o
source of mspiration aid a way of life
be propugated.

We are proud 1o count HoRay Weiss
as our colleague and menror and sincerely
wisht Ty and his family many years of
work and achicvement Lebagdil Farah

Ui hadirol,

achronistically pursuing the formar of
previous years. Too many of our ac-
credited Orthodox synagogues are hiber-
nating i this age of religious ferment
and are content with dormat sisterhoods.
nominal adult cducation institutes, non-
existent mien's clubs, neglected youth ac-
tivitics programs, and other attenuated
programs of membership involvement.
We must recognize that the scope of
our synagogues should be extended to em-

brace a more vartegared range of pro-
gramming and that, as dedicated rabbis,
we must be responsive to rhe new de-
mands bemg mad- upon us.

It 1s an tdle nostalgic reverie o lament
the passing of the old mode. Our success
as Orthodox rabbis 1s contingent upon
our appreciation thae the cranged scene
presents added opportunities in behalf of
Torah-Judaism.

Ralihi Abraban: R. Besdin
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Adoption of Non-Jewish Children
(continued [rou previons ivine)

We are all indebred to Rabbt Shechter
for bringing to light @ most vexing pro-
blem that has occupicd the minds of
many Halachic aathorities, namcely, the
question of gesrns in genceral and the
adoption of non-Jewish children a partt-
cular.

Rabbi Shechter argoes shar dic basis
of zechnr npon which we andertike 10
convert ¢ ¢bild 1< absent when a child
1s ad()ptcd by nan-religivus people since
geirus in such o case wcnadly  imposces
upon the individual the barden of ac
countability for the kind of life he will
lead and punishment for infractions,

This argument is similu 1o conten:
tions made by leading authorides (sce
Hapardes, Teveth, Scction 38). While 1t
is strongly convinding in mirgating
against sanctioning such adoption lec/ar-
chila, the argument raises a very serious
problem: —the stutis of zesrim who have
already bediyered been converted daring
childhood and now consider themselves
Jewish. They confront uis qow with the
problem of sanctoning a marriage be-
tween them and a Jew by birth. 1f the
argument is accepted then we must take
its consequences and declare all such ine
dividuals non-Jewish antil they undergo
a new procedire of conversion now, in
adulthood. T wonder whether Rabbi
Shechter really faced up to this second
more  provocative issac which emerges
from his argument.

In my opinion, while 1 fully agree that
sanctioning the conversion of  children
when adepted by non-observant
parents shocid be withheld s will be
explained later, the argument diat the
validity of conversion in such a case lacks
the basts of zechur, 1s no sound. The
bestowal of Jewish obligations apon a
person is considered a weckus by the Tals
mud because Jewish life ts considered o
be more meritorious. This applics, how:
cver, only to a minor, who hasn't ay yet
tasted or desired that which is prohibired.
If, thercfore, we concern ourselves stricely
with the validity of the act of gesrmn. not
its implementation in later life or s
translation into funire actior,, the face thar
it is a zechur at the time is sufficient rea-
son to Impart Jewish statis to a minor
and give it mmediate cffect. Whatever
happens later on cannot mvalidare the
geirus which has already taken effect

foster
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Even if the practical results of such
a geirus of katun followed by adoption
by non-obscrvant parents is taken into
consideration, its contended chor nature
15 open to question. We know that

ANV QY NN N2 n72apn N

If a child is

deprived of proper training in his obliga-
tions. does he really deserve or receive
punishment? This converted child is no
different. Conversely any mitzrah a child
is fortunate’ to learn aad later perform
does it not bring zechns and merited re-
ward? This converted child is no different.
In Shubbor 684 we find a ger who, hav.
ing lived with non-Jews, never hieard of
the Sabbath. Such a ger when he learns of
the Sabbath and consequently of his viola-
tons brings a chatos, a sacrifice reserved
for unwitting violators. Though this is
not an absolute proof to our contention,
it is an indication that consideration
15 given to a convert who is ignorant of
the faw through no fault of his own.

Attention must now be given to an-
other question. In Kessubos [ la we learn
that a ger who was converted in child-
hood has a right o protest and relinquish
his Jewish status upon reaching majority.
The meaning of every protest (machaal)
against a zechus (in this case the geirus)
is 1o rule out the zechws. This is evident
from Maimonides Chapter 4 Zechiah
Umatonoh Halacha 2
P2 NN T S NIRRY STaRY nomoh
QUOOLHNT TEmE NI NN 03 punne
EPID POUNT OIN VT Ppapa (DWW pan N
T TINRD P 8O 2PN IR o
Sapon SAN T Y M1 nun N
TN DN DIPR NIV BX AIv0YR Sy YD

Ak
My
XY OMIDD NOW DN ot Sapm N
O RINY NI MIN 1Rl XOR S Pan
YT BN nanma

We must therefore assume
protest of the ger, similarly, declares that
the zechus of geirns by which we under-
took to convert him is no zechus in his
case. Now if a convert, as in our case,
learns about his childhood conversion to
Judaism and whae it implics later in life,
we must assume that his right to pro-
test and invalidate the zechus extends to
that time. But at that time he is already
in the category of toahm taame d'eesurob,
having tasted that which is prohibited,
and according to the Talnnid becoming
Jewish at such a time with its restrictive
laws, is no longer a zechus. Should we not
therefore expect uch an individual to
drop his Jewishness? And if this is so;

that the-

how can we consider such a person a Jew
in communal life and especially in re-
gard to marrying a Jew by birth? Very
many of our converts will be deprived
of their Jewish status if this is the case.
The chazakah mentioned by the Rishonim
that a ger karan will not change his status
m later life because he was reared
Jewishly, does not apply here since this
individual was toahm taame d'ecsurob ber
fore learning of his conversion.

I would thercfore submit that there is
adifference berween the absence of zechus
and a protest invalidationg zechus
(1achaah ). One may not deem it bene
ficial (a zechus) to accept a Jewish status
de novo in adulthood, butr once having
acquired it be reluctant to relinquish e
Since the geirus itself needs no.zonfirma-
tion to become valid, except that by pro-
testing the zechus is invalidated, we have
a basis for accepting such a ger ard can
assume that no protest will take place.
{sce Avner Milooim Section 37 Sub-Sec-
tion 12),

Now while this argument dictinguish-
ing between machaah and the absence of
zechus gives us a basis for saying now
that a ger converted in chitdhooc will not
renege later on, even though he learns
of the meaning of Judaism afrir ‘oahm
taame d'eesurab; nevertheless it docs not
assurc wis that a machaah will not actually
take place in the future. The argument
does not produce a chuzaka as the
Rishonim mention o the general casc of
ger katan. Our original problem of status
now returns. A new solution st there-
fore be offered.

Ordinarily the principle of bebefkeirah
wichah leh argues against geirus. We will
show, however, that this very same prin-
ciple witl operate to confirm the gedrus
in our casc.

When o katan s converted wo con-
sider it a zechur for him because ot that
time he did not taste that whica s pro-
hibited. When he grows older and, not
lcarning about Judaism, is roabm taame
d'eesurah and is therefore less desirous of
a controlled Jewish life, his sitnation
changes to such a degree that his wcchaab
at that time cannot invalidate the gefrus
which was enacted while he was a minor
and gerrus was to his advantage. Machaab
can prove through 7glab milseh lemifre-
yebh that a zechus was not cnacted, only
when the conditions of its enactment dur-
ing the machaah are similar to those at
the time of zechns. In the case of every
ger karan an opportunity for machaab or
acceptance is given to him in the period
mmmediately upon his reaching nanirity
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because then he understands the implica-
tions of a Jewish life. Since he hasn't us
yet toahm taame d’eesnroh he is in a
position to evaluate che conversion ob-
jectively. But in our casc where he s
totally unaware that he is a Jew by con-
version and not by birth, machaah at a
later date in adulthood after learning of
his buckground will not invalidace the
zechus of geirns since because of u dif-
ference of age, the conditions are not the
same s during the enucement of gefris.
If this is so, then in onr cusc we can safely
deal with the individual us « full fledged
Jew, for his gerrur is valid and his
machaal does not count.

I will mention briefly two proofs to
this theory. In Kiddushin 45b there is a
case of a katanah, who having been be-
trothed to a man with kiddushin by her
father, later married the man with 25~
so0in without her father's knowledge, her
facher being far away in medinas hayan.
According to Rar she may eat termah
without fear of her father’s protest npon
return, because the nissooin took effect
on the assumption that it is a zechus for
her father to have her eat termmah. How-
ever, if she dies, Rar states, her husband
will rroc inherit her. The simple explana-
tion is that having her husband inherit
her is not u zechus for the father and he
would surely protest the wissooin upon
his recorn when the inheritance is at
stake. The Talmud, however, mentions u
different reason, ookee memonabh bechez-
bas raoreh. The Rosh offers an explana-
ton of the entire case. Zechns is based
upon ror and the rule is ein holehin be-
momon achar harov. Therefore, in the
case of the inheritance we have no right
to assurne zechns. However, in relation
to toomar koben, of this husband koben
being neetameh to his wife, we do have a
right to follow the rov which states the
nissooin is a zechus and therefore valid.
But will not the facher surely protest the
nissoain when he learns of it after his
danghtet’s deach, chus invalidating the
zechus on whose basis the nissooin took
place? The husband therefore should be
prohibited from being metameh for fear
of suchi a protest. The answer must be
that the father's protest now cannot in-
validate the original zechus of wissooin
beca'ide -the circumstances of protest now
are not the same as those of the nissooin

“which ook effect on the basis of zechus,

Axother proof can be adduced from
Chuiin 83a and Lrurin 810, There we
read

mans DN POIaLn 19X DWPND Y2RIR2
APYSS nm An DN 3R L . L RS D
The gemara asks, Jwm N5 &M and
answers
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Now if the lokeach discovered the act of
zechia of the animal only after it met
with an accident which caused its loss,
why should not the lokeach claim that he
wasn't interested in the zechia at all?
Again we sec that when conditions change
one cannot protest a zechia of before.

Consideration mnst however be given
to the chidush of the Rushba Kiddushin
234 that the wachaah of a ger katai at
the tdime of matnrity does not come to
deprive the uct of its nawre of zechus
bue is based on the principle chat no act,
even a zechus, can be effected baal karchu
of the recipient. 1 should not like to ex-
pound at this time upon the chidush to
show whether this new concept of
machadh cannot apply nnder changed
conditions as proposed above.

Now to another poinc in Rubbi
Shechter's article. He maintains chac if
positive show of Jewishness is required
at macurity it means the gesras np 1o
that moment is only medrabanan and con-
firmation plus kabalas mitzvos are neces-
sary before it can beoome valid wmin
hatorah. For this reason he questions
adoptions of gesrine katanin even when
the foster parents are religions. In my
opinion the sugya and Rishonim show
quite clearly that the question of drabanan
and min hatorah depends strictly upon
the problem of yesh zechia katon niu
hatorabh or not, a quite differenc issue.
The only reason Rirhonim mention af-
firmation at matnricy
Sy ARMD NS QRN Ay ovveanT el
AIANY A5 N is o
establish a legal limit to cthe period allow-
ing machaah. They wish to answer the
question when is che right moment for
machaah o take place, not too carly and
not too late. One shitab is that upon the

first show of Jewish behavior at muaturity

the ger has reached che legal limic afeer
which regret or rejection of geirus can no
longer take place. This in no way, how-
ever, implies that the geirns itself needs
confirmation.

The Shitah Mekubetzes that Rabhi
Schechter contends requires  kabulas
mitzias in every case, ~annot be accepred
so simply. While the langiage of the
commentary ateributed to the Rirra and
Rashba in the name of Tosafos on the
puragraph lechi gadlob, seems to indicate

thav o formal babalay wiizros is required,
the Tosefur in onr gewara {Saubedriz
69h ) says

DI AN ANED APIP RN DDA TN
TRIP T W RD implying
early chat no formal Kabalab is required.
Fuchermore, 1o menton is made in the
Shulchau Aruch or Poskiu of the require-
ment of any additional procedures afeer
zeirus that ook place beshas katnits as the
Ritra and Narhbe mendon in the name
of Tasafos.

| mnse note, however, that while the
Tosafos in Sanhedrin requires no formal
Eabalas witzvos, it does indicate thae che
lack of protest in irsclf is equivalent to
Labalar wirzror, Y hile this is of no con-
cern to us in a case where the parents
are observane it is a consideration where
the parents are not religions. Our proposi-
tion is based on the assumption that pro-
test is only @ mams of guestioning the
sechuy of the act of gerns. Now, if ac-
cording to Tuiafor in Sanhedrin protest
meuns lack of Eubalar witzros, then in our
case while we hive no wachaah, as was
explained, we ncither have proof of kab-
dlav wirzros. The lack of protest ac the
time of maturicy proves nothing since
there  was  no  religions  environment
agaiust which an opportunity to protest
could be provided. While we discounted
the possible pootest later on as a dispeller
of zechia, yet we have no positive indica-
tion of babalus wiitzros.

In any case we suceeeded in narrowing
down the problem from zechia to a
question of  kabalay wiitzror which is
casier to deal with since most Kishonim
Jdo noc mention this requirement  of
Tosafss in Saubedrin and in a different
version in the Shitah for addicional signs
of kabalas wiitzros.

J¢ scems thar the stams of o child
adopted and converted by non-religious
foster parents will depend on the question
of babalas writzeor cither formal as in
Toxefor of the Shitub or informal as Tor-
afor in Saudbedrin. Where the adopting
party is observane it will only be a prob-
Jem according to some opinions in the
Shitah Mekuberzer that seem o require
formal Aabalas witzros. In the Poskim
there is no mention of kabalar mitzros,
bue chis does not prove thae che lack of
protest in itself may be considered an
informal fabalas witzros, thereby casting
doubt on the validiey of gefrus wherc
foster parenes are not observang, as was
expliined. )

There is. however mendoned in che
Buiv Yosef, 268, a stuement in the name
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of Haluchur CGedolos in which a shotab

is equated with a Awran. Where a katan

can be converted a shorad can also be

brought into Judaism. This equation is

found in the Shulchan Arich Hilchos

Avadin Scction 208 Sub-section 6 where

we read

7Y AW PDIon [ N SUp Jav
'3 o032

Now conversion of a shozal will always
tack the kind of kabalus mirzros indicared
by the absence of achaal as it is required
by Tosafor. Would this not prove {halacha
that we do not require a further Fabalas
naatzros, even an informul one?

This proof, however, may not be con-
clusive. It is evident from Tosefor in
Sanbedrin that unul gudlns the veirns is
min butorah, cvidently  babalas mitzeor
is not required where the individual has
no daas. So, too, in the case of thoral the
geirns can be valid without kabalas wisz-
ros for the same reason. Only with a ger
katan then, when he reaches maturity and
enters lekla! daur, does Tosafor require
kabalas nrjtzron,

Nevertheless, let us unacrstand how can
Tosafos consider a negative indication
for kabalas mitzros — ic. the lack of
protest — as cquivalent to an act of
kabalas mitzvor. Shouldn't every proced-
ure required for geirms be positively ex-
ercised? The answer, I belicve, may be
the following. 7Torsfor maincains  the
shitah that there is no zechia for a miner
min batorah. To answer the apparent
question of geirns Fatanr ul daas hesdin
which must come through zechie as is
indicated by the statement bigdiloo yech-
olim limehor. "Torafos develops the thesis
that the gerrir need not be through zechia,
and the machaah is a protest against
kabalas mitzrar which is required at mat-
urity. Should nn protest be made chen
that is equivalent to bubalus mitzioy

7525 amm xS 3T i
This may be further understood in view
of what Tosufor says in Kewwbor 11 that
the right to protest ceases onee thic ger
performed a Jewish uct
PO NN I 00T 03b v wmne

It ig then clear that Torefor maincains
that if &abalah of viitzeor afer being ad-
vised aof

. TTIOT R OANST Avpo
is sufficient, how much more
should the actnal performance of wirzror
give immediate cffect w the geirvn Al-
though in the former case there is a pos-
itive reaction to a greater number of
mitzros than the performance in the lateer
case, this should not be an obstacle. Tn the

latter case too, we are not obligated to
inform the ge of all or even a great num-
ber of the tar-yag mitzros. No doubt by
N s Tosafos is referring to the
AN 07, details of which are enum-
crated in Kesbos 72 and are described
by Maimonides as

PRI M2 LY MIPUY 3
by practicing these nvmie s3mam

one is easily recognized by the
public as being Jewish and this may even
satsfy the need for shloshab at the time
of kabalas mitzvos. This is exactly what
Tosafos says on Yevomos 456 where an
ordinary revilah after the period of nidab
is accepted for gesrns nnT35 nSaL NS 1
On the question that there was no shlosha,
Tosafos answers
TANDY 335 T 107 Deten oM

WI DY QTP 5K Here too
then, public recognition of performance
would be sufficient. Naturally we are not
dealing with parents who are completely
divorced from Judaism to the extent
where the public would not recognize
them as Jewish.

However, we must further understand
that Tosafos by accepting nvmmr amn
as cquivalent to  kabalas witzvos does
not require this to be done consciously
as an act of gefrus. Thus the conversion
would become completed without a

M S 1ap N

It is not revelent here to go into reasons
for this view of Tosafas.

The above explanation should help us
remove the obstacles we encountered in
considering the validity of geirws in our
casc. We have esrablished that it is not
the lack of machaah that means kabalas
miizeos but rather the i 3mn chat
cquals kabalas miizvos. Futhermore, we
have explained that there is no need for
awarceness on the part of the ger that by
so acting he completes the gesras, Then
in our cas¢ to, although the ger katan
is unaware of his background upon
gadlus, any performance of a :

YN a0
is sufficient to completc his geirus.

In conclusion then, I have attempred
to show that statements questioning the
validity of geirus of minars when properly
exercised, still nced evidence and proof
i the light of cur Poskim. Of course my
own analysis is nat conclusive and con-
cerns only the cases of bediyered, where
such individuals have alrcady been con-
verted and adopted. Needless to say, cer-
tainly lechatchila we should not sanction
any such geiris where the adopting party
is not religious and where we cannot ex-
pect a good Jewish upbringing for the
child.

THE ROLE OF

THE RABBI'S WIFE
By Rabbi Theodore L. Adams

There is an old cliche which states
that  behind  every  successful  man,
there is a woman. More often: than not,
this woman is a self ¢ffacing modest
woman. In the rabbinate this saying holds
especially true, for a rabbi’s wife has a
prominent but difficult role. If a woman
contemplated marrying a rabbi merely
because of the superior position she will
have in relation to other women or be-
cause of the glamor of bceing in the
public’s cye, both she and her lusband’s
profession, upon analysis, arc seen to
suffer. The rabbinate is onc profession
in which a successful man must be
backed by his wife. v

The position of a rabbi’s wife is a
very complicated one. A constant di-
lemma of how to act presents itself
to her. Must she remain the influence
at home only, inspiring her husband
bebind the scenes, or should she extend
her influence to the various aspects of
congregartional -life that would present
her as an individual and entity in the
community? If she is too withdrawn she
runs into the danger of being judged as
indifferent. If she is too forceful she
might incur the displeasure of the mem-
bers of the congregation. The writer,
judging from observation and analysis,
has arrived at a pattern which he believes
is the proper one. The rabbis wife,
talented or not, should be very careful
in consenting to be drawn into positions -
of leadership for one of many reasons.

Firstly, the rabbi has so litle time to
spend at home and in many instances
sees very littde of his children. Fle must
have someone in the' family capable of
dispensing the deep moral and religious
influences that only a mother crn give.
If his ‘wife is engaged in communal af-
fairs to the extent her husband is, the
family must be neglected.

Secondly, capable workers are con-
stanely sought by all organizations, com-
munal and congregational. The number
of communal and congregational de-
mands made by these organizations upon
the rabbi's wife is too great to have her
do justice to all. She therefore must
discriminate. In this process offending
one organization or another is inevitable.

Thirdly the rabbi's wife, in addition
to the responsibility. of being o mother
of children and making the rabbji’s home
in appearance and conduct a reflection
of everything he teaches, has a responsi-
bility to the rabbi as “the woman behind

(continued on page 6)
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ALUMNI PROFILES
by Robbi Emanuel Holzer

Rabbi Harry |. Wohlberg

Harry Wohlberg began ministering to
his first congregation, The Inwood Jew-
ish Center, a year before receiving Smicha
in 1933. In 1936 he answered the call ro
Cong. Shomrei Emunah in Borough Park,
where he made Yeshiva history by becom-
ing one of the first young musmachim to
receive life temire.

Academically, he holds a B. S from
Columbia University and is now complet-
ing a thesis for his doctorate at our Grad-
uate School on Homiletics and Zionism.
Harry is Assistant Professor of Bible and
Homiletical Literature ar Yeshiva Uni-
versity end has been a member of the
faculty for over a decade. He teaches
Bible at *the college, Midrash in T. L,
and  Agpadic literanire in the Smicha
Program.

Organizationally, Harry is a former
national vice-president of Mizrachi and
a chairman of Mizrachi's Torah Edication
Council. ,

Harry is maried to the former Jessic
Turoff and they have three children.

“Jeremiah, 21, has just become engaged.
He was president of the student council
last year at Yeshiva University and is now
in the Smicha program. Saul, 18, is a
sophomore at Yeshiva University and Mic
chell 14, is awending the Rabbi Jacob
Joseph School.

Rabbi Wohlberg feels the most impor-
tant challenge facing the modern Orthodox
rabbi is scholarship to overcome the iz-
norance of the average American Jew.

Rabbi Chaim Denburg

Chaim Denburg received Smicha
1942 and went to Montreal, Canada where
he first served ac Cong. Chevra Kadisha
In 1959 he assumed the pulpic of B'nu
Jacob, and since 1956 he has been Rabbi
of Shomrim Laboker.

Chaim received his M. AL, his L. Ph,
and his Ph. D. from the University of
Montreal. His thesis dewar wich the fune-
tional value of marter and form in Mai-
monides. He is presendy working on a
translation of the unabridged Shulchan
Anich with commentary, glossary and in-
dices. Two volumes have been published
and a third is in press. The entire series
will probably be 20-25 vohimes.

Chaim is a past president of the Board
of Jewish Mintsters of Montreal, and pasc
chairman of the Religious Welfare Com-
mittee of the Canadian Jewish Congress.

Our colleague is married to the former
Miriam Ben-Ezra and chey have rwo
children, Judah and Moshe.

Chaim feels the greatest challenge fuc-
ing the modern orthodox Rabbi is
counteract the ignorance of all phases of
Judaism which ultimately leads the mas-
ses to sucumb to every ‘modern god”
presented to them.

The masses seck to be enlightened and
the rabbi must dedicate cime to soudy and
o teaching. Study groups in Bible, Tul-
mud, Jewish philosophy, cte, nst he
organized. Sermons aleae are very in-
adequrate,

RABBI'S WIFE
 continued from page 5)

the rabbi™. Every muan has latent special
abilitics and ic rakes only a licde en-
conragement  and  carcful prodding  to
bring them oue. When the rabbi's wife
uses ber abilities to spur on her husband,
stimulote him to develop and  realize
focultics he moy be quure wnaware be
possesses, she is helping herself as well
as her husband. In his area she is ap-
preciated co w greater degree. Through
cver-ready sympachy, encouragement and
stimulation she is indirectly of greater
asststance to the commntey chrough her
husband than if she took over certain
acavities and did them heeself. In the
congregacion self-cffacement, tact, cordi-
ality and courtesy, are sure paths of
siceess for che rabbi's wife. This rule
applies to Sisterhood mateers too. The
rabbi's wife should seck to be active but
not president, wking sccond  place to
other women possessing, or believing they
possess, cqpral abtlity.

There is another factor that should
influence the conduce of the rabbi's wife
mn a communiey — the psychological well
being of the rabbi. Many capable men
have been relegated 1o second place in
the minds of comnnnity members  be-
cause of the overwhelming  personality
of their wives. In many cases brought
ro the atcention  of this writer, even
sermons have been credited to the rabbi’s
wife, while ideas and programs presented
were o surrepricionslty  disaissed  as the
“brain children™ of che “rebitzen”. Re-
spect for a rabbt's pdgment is consider-
ably impaired in such cases. The com-
municy’s confidence in che rabbi's abili-
ties is badly shaken and the rabbi himself
soon loses confidence in his own capa-
citres throngh such an outgoing  over-
v, though wlented, spouse. So
much more good can be accomplished
for the rabbi, the family, the communicy
and all concerned when the rabbi's wife
having abilicy and talene is able to urilize
them ro enhance her husband's prestige
and postgon. The lay mind is peculiar
in this respect. Te can appreciate and re-
cven tolerate critictsm from a rabbi, burt
cetve courreously any  suggestions and
ummpatiently resents any recommenda-
tions by the rabbi’s spouse, no matter
how vahmble che advice. Every rabbi’s
wife should note ehis.

In arder 1o prepare the ground for a
pleasane  relactonship  between  rabbi,
rabbt's  wife and  comnminity, a rabbi
should mmpress wpon his congregation
ar che ourser hac his wife's services are

waibos
WTC

tconrimred on page 8)
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Rabbi Isract Miller -

There are so many thoughts I want to
re with you that | am forgoing the us-
al formar of a President’s Column and
Al touch very briefly upon many items.

Our Mid-Winter Conference was out-
standingly successful. We will oy w
follow its outline in the future starting
with the Rav's Yahrzeie Shiur, dcv()ting
one sesston to Halacha and once session to
professional papers, and  providing  for
the warmith and fellowship of the lun-
cheon and dinner. Thanks are due Rabbis
Shimoff and Spirn, the co-chairmen, and
and the staff of C. S. 1. Most of us tend
to take for granted the work done by
Rabbis Finer and Avrech in helping to
plan and execute our projects, or the
leadership of Rabbi Furst in the Alumni
Fund or Rabbi Spiro in Chavrusa. View-
ing them from a new angle T muse cell
you that without their ¢.forts our organi-
zation would not be able to function.

We are alrcady planning our Annual
Convention, which will be held, P. G., the
first weck in November at a4 resort hotel.
The Executive Committee thought we
would all need a break after the holidays
and decided to follow last year's prece-
dent as to-eime and date. Rabbi Ephraim
Kolatch will head the Committee and we
hope to have a definiee program and us-
signments before the summer vacition.

I'am disturbed abour the fact that we
cannot find a suitable means of including
our Alumni who are not in the practicing
rabbinate in many of our activities. We
are planning onc¢ project which | hope
will involve all of us. We are going to
choose a marecher and work our a study
project so that all of the Alumni will be
learning the same gemara at the same
pace, with a Shiur being given at the Yes-
hiva one evening cach month on that
month’s quota. You will receive more
details from Rabbi Leonard Rosenferd,
chairman of the committee which wil
mmplement this study program.

For:our out-of-towners who are not
receiving the full benefic of our rather
ambitious New York Ciry program, we
will try to wpe-record or mimeograph
the Shiurim, intcrcsting papers and sem-
mars and find some workable means of
forwarding them,

Our Alamni Fund will culminate its
campaign with the Chag Hasmicha. We
would like to have 100% participation,
even if your contribution cannot be size-
able. Rabbis Seymour Turk and Judah
Washer deserve our commendation for
already moving us well beyond last year's
total as of this date. Please remember
that our contributions this year are in
honor of Dr. Belkin's fifteenth annives-
sary as Yeshiva's president and that we
help lighten his burden in this very con-
crete way.

I hope that as many of you as possible
will join us in welcoming the new mus-
machim into our ranks on Motzaei Shab-
buat, March 28th. Special recognition will
be given the chaplains who have served
with dignity and sacrifice and who have
brought hone. to Yeshiva and to the
Jewish Community. (I shall some day
devote a special column to the Rabbinic
Alumni and its Chaplaincy program).
Viewed very subjectively, as Yeshiva
grows in esteem, we grow in stature. Let
your people know what an historic event
will transpire, by dedicating thar Sabbath
to Yeshiva and the Chag Hamicha.

The first Practical Rabbinics Program
was greeted by an enthusiastic group of
our Alumni. Rabbi Fabian Schoenfeld
is planning additional sessions, and of
course, stimulating papers after our mon-
thly executive meetings. We are always
pleased to receive your suggestions as to
program, and promise that they will re-
ceive your suggestions as to program,
and that they will receive serious and
sympathetic consideration.

One last thought. As our Alumni
grows in strengeh and activity, we will
be strengthening the program of our
mother institution.  Yeshiva University
has grown very quickly in many varied
dircctions in recent years, and we are
justly proud of its expansion and influ-
ence. The unique contribution of our
Alumni, if we are a vital group, will be
m our embodiment of the emphasis on
the first word of Yeshiva University. This
is the hope of our esteemed Rosh Yeshiva,
Dr. Belkin. It is our duty to make the
Rabbinic Alumni this vical organization.

ATTEND THE MEN’S CLUB CONVENTION

.

MEN’S CLUB CONVENTION

The Convention Committee of the As-
sociation of Men’s Clubs has voted to
hold the Association’s Third Annual Con-
vention on  Decoration Day - weckend,
May 29, 30, 31 ac the Pioneer Country
Club, Greenfield Park, N. ¥,

This year's site and time were chosen
with deliberate care after the committee
had rtaken into consideration trvel con-
venience and appropriateness of season.
The holiday weekend is expected to be
a special attraction and a large represent-
ation from many communitizs and syn-

-

agogues is anticipated.

The convention program combines
learning, entertainment and  workshops
in an appealing fashion. Pasr success in
having delegates inspired and informed is
an excellent recommendation for this year.
Prices are very nominal at $(i$f’ a couple
and $35 single, with gratuitics included.
Deluxe rooms will be allotted on a first
come first served basis. a

Alumni are urged o have their men's
club members attend to develop closer
ties to Yeshiva among congregants and to
help them learn new skills in CE»ngrega-
tional activity. Information and reserva-

tion forms are available at the CSD office.

RABBI FURST TO NEW FPOST

Rabbi Milton Furst, since 1954 as-
sociated with the Community Service Div-
ision, has been named to a new ,post. He
will assume the directorship of a recently
organized Department of Alumni Act-
tvities. In his new capacity he will seek
to integrate the Alumni of all the mary
Yeshiva schools and create a closer rela-
tionship between them and Yeshiva,

As our graduates become more num-
erous, they will become an increasingly
significanc influence in the Jewish and
general comunity. Ie-will be Rabbi Furse's
task to guide and administer their organ-
ized activities and tw service their assoc-
tauons. The Rabbinine Alumni will, of
course, continue to be served by CSD.
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Births

Rabbi and Mrs. Herman Halon, Detroix,
daughter Rachelle Leah Rabbi qnd
Mrs. Norbert Weinberg, Quebec City,
dmighter, Shira . . . Rabbi and Mrs. Sho-
lom Rephun, Chicago, IlL, son Shimaon
Y itzchak Rabbi and Mrs. Sranley
Wexler, Baltimore, Md., son Chaim Shi-
mon . . . Rabbi and Mrs. Israel Yavne,
Clayron, N. ], son . . . Rabbi and Mrs. L.
Yechiel Simon, Whitestone, N. Y., a son,
Neil Avery ... Rabbi and Mrs. Menachem
Raab, daughter Tikva ... Rabbi and Mis.
Emamiel Holzer, Astoria, L. L, son
Rubbiand Mrs. Henry Hoschander, a son
... Rakbi and Mrs. Abrahain Halbfinger,
North Adams, Mass., danghter Brocha
Chaya . . .Rabbi and Mrs. Isidore Good-
man, New Brunswick, N. J., a son .
Rabbi (Chaplain) and Mrs. Isaac Lubin,
son Adarry and Mrs. Brian.

Simchas

Rabbi Theodore Adams, N. Y. C,, Tes-
timonial Dinner ar Congregation. Rabbi
Finer of C. S. D, his congregant, was
chairman Ruabbi and Mrs. Moshe
Weiss, Brooklyn, N. Y. Bar Mitzvah, son
Mordecai Asher .. . Rabbi Mirray Green-
field, Homestead, Pa. installed . . . Rabbi
Maurice Weinsenberg, Endicotr, N Y,
installed . . . Rabbi Noah Rosenbloom
Brooklyn, N. Y. honored for fifteen years
service at a congregational Testimonial

PERSONAUA by Rabbi Solomon J. Spiro

Dinner. Dr. Belkin was  guest speaker
... Rabbi Finer, C. S. D. honored at Mid-
winter Confercnce for 15 years service
... Rabbi Hurry Wohlberg, Brooklyn, N.
Y., honored at Midwinter Conference for
service to Alumni and Yeshiva . . . Rubbi
and Mrs. Hyman Friedman, Winthrop,
Mass., Bar Mitzvah, son, Louis Lippy . . .
Rabbi and Mrs. Arthur Schneier, Brook-
lyn, N. Y., Pidyan Haben, son, Maic
Steven . . . Rabbi Abraham Besdin, Brook-
lyn, N. Y., honored b+ his congregation
on tenth aniversary of service.

Marriages

Rabbi Wililam  Fertig, Sacramente,
Calif., to Bryna Miller, daughter of Rabbi
and Mrs. Uri Miiler of Balcdimore, Md,,
and member of first graduating class of
Stern College . . . Rabbi Cecil Watkenfeld
Woodhaven, L. I. to Anita Bruch . .. Rab-
bi Azriel Rosenfeld, N. Y. C., to Eve
Hertzberg, danighter of Rabbi and Mrs.
Herman M. Hertzberg of Baltimore, Md.
and member of first graduating cluss of
Stern College.

Engagements
Rabbi Emamiel Forman, Brookling,
Mass.

Condolences To

Family of Rabbi Mitchel Eskolsky, A.
H., N. Y. C....Family of Rabbi Judah
Damesek, 4. H., Bronx, N. Y. . .. Rabbi

Samucel Zaiichik, Lynn, Mass. on loss of
mother ... Rabbi (Chaplain) Jack Glick-
man on loss of futher. May all be com-
forced among the mourners of Zion and
Jernsalem.
Miscellany

Rubbi Joseph Sungolowsky, Jegsey City,
N. J., appointed instructor in French at
Yale University where he 1s a Ph, D.
candidate . . . Ruabbi Joseph J. Lichten-
stein, Bronx, N. Y.  appointed to Advi-
sory Counciy of N. Y. State Joint Legis-
tative  Committee on Health Insarance
Plans . . . In honor of fifteen years ser-
vice, Rubbi Benjamin Bak, Baltimore, Md.
has been offered a six month trip to Is-
rael with his family ar a testimonial ban-
quet in his honor held in March . . . Rab-
bis Moses Malinowitz, Joel Rosenshein,
Alexander Rosenberg, Charles Spirin, all
in Yonkers, organized the Yonkers Col-
lege of Jewish snidies which has Adule
Education clusses every Wednesday nighe
at. Yonkers Jewish Comnminity Center.
Classes are full und o record mimber of
regiseranes come for regularly scheduled
classes in o varicty of subjects. The Col-
lege ts afliliated with YUDAE . . . Rabbi
(Cuantory Seymour S. Hirschman, Brook-
l.yn, N. Y., clected vice-president of Jew-
ish Ministers and Cantors Association . .
Rabbi William Fertig, Sacramento, Calif.,
delivered opening prayer at session of
State Assembly,

CONFERENCE

(continued from page 1)

Each speaker developed a plan for Yes-
hiva ro be involved in the publication and
dissemination of literature that will ex-
press our ideals to the laity.

The iwncheon session was marked by
a gesture of appreciation to tie tireiess
and constant cffores of the Director of
Community Service, Rabbi Moshe Finc:.
Chaired by Rabbi Theodore Adams, New
York, N. Y., the session acknowledged
the difficult burden which Rabbi Finer
has carried so ably during the past 15 years
in serving the Alumni in a range of cap-
acities, in placement, consultation, Alum-
ni Asscciation projects and as leader
of Community Service. His work is now
shared with a devoted staff which is e-
qually dedicated to serve Yeshiva and our
Alumni in che field. A certificate of ap-
preciation was presented to Rabbi Finer
by Rabbi Isidore Fine, Brooklyn, N. Y.
and an inscribed set of Talmudic Encyclo-
pedia by members of the C. S. D.

Contemporary Halachic Problems, an
approach ro them and the application cf
solutions, was the theme of the afrernoon
sessions. A brilliant analysis of problems

involved in a case of the adoption of a
non-Jewish baby was offered by Rabbi
Joseph Weiss, Alummis and Rosh Yes-
hiva. Rabbis Meyer Karlin, Brooklya,
N. Y. and Leon Katz, Passaic, N. J., dis-
cussed the analysis and brought vp some
relevane issues. This session was chaired
by Rabbi H. Freedman, Rangar, Me and
was so enthusiastically received that it
will surely become a permanent feature
at conferences and conventions. Tt wus
a source of pride to all the gathered to
hear Halachic problems discussed in
depth and detail by our own Alumni.

The climax of the conference was the
dinner session at which the giest of honor
was the Honorary President of the Ahim-
ni, Rabbi Harry I. Wohlberg. Reports on
the Alumni Fund, old and new pledges,
were presented by Rabbis Seymour Turk,
Brooklyn, N. Y. and Judah Washer, Teu-
neck, N. J.

After a sumptuons banquet, Rabbi Js-
rael Miller, Bronx, New York, Ahimni
President, presented Rabbi Wohlberg with
a scroll on which was described the fecl-
ings of inspiration, comradeship and res-
pect evoked by our Honorary President
during his tenure of office. This part of the

s

program wus graced with the presence of
Rabbi Soloveitchik who came to parrici-
pate in honering Rabbi Wohlberg., The
session was chaired by Rabbi Ephraim
Shimoff, Astoria, L. 1., conference chair-
man.

RABBI'S WIFE

tcontinued from page 6)

not contracted for when he assumes
spiriowl leadership. This is equally valid
in small-town commnities as in large
ones. With a clean ait knowledge of one’s
own goals and ideals, approached with a
sensible yinderstunding, the rabbi and his
wife can enjoy normal and happy rela-
tionships within their communal and so-
cial life. The rabbi is deserving of no
less privacy and mastery over his life
thun anyone else. If is is clear to all
what his role aud his wife’s role are, the
community  will respece his  definition
and develop a healchy relacionship witch
all concerned. The rabbi's wife herself
is the best instrument for consolidating
the puttern of a judicious and satisfying
relasionship thae produces lasting results,



