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Introduction
Purpose
)."אמר ר' יוחנן וקשין לזווגן כקריעת ים סוף" (סוטה ב
Orchestrating a wedding can be as complex as splitting
the sea, both for the families as well as the rabbi. People
have questions: “Can we do this? How about that? What’s
this thing I saw them doing at last night’s wedding?”
Certainly, it pays to be familiar with the issues, to know
what to ask, how to ask, and where to look. From the
erudite yeshiva bachur, to the “kvelling” mother, to the
beginner salivating for the juicy and sweet taste of Torah
and Mitzvot, there is ample substance to study, in depth
in the Beit Midrash, at the dining room table, and while
waiting idly at a Chuppah. Coupled with the Halachot are
short Derashot bearing meaningful messages regarding the
Jewish marriage.
Though each sentence can host a page of citations in a
footnote, the choice was made to condense to the location
in Shulchan Aruch, as well as any relevant contemporary
Poskim, with a sprinkling of Persian traditions. By no
means is the content comprehensive in breadth or depth:
it’s merely a taste of a delectable and practical slice of the
cake from our wedding with Hashem that we call Torah.

Acknowledgements
Let this small booklet serve as a token of gratitude to all
who have invested in us thus far, including our friends,
family, Rebbeim, Morot, and parents, each fulfilling a
5

different part of Hashem’s mission to prepare us for our
future. In particular, we owe an unending debt of
appreciation to my dear Chavruta and his wife, Ike and
Shira Sultan, without whom we would never have crossed
paths. Be’ezrat Hashem, the Torah learning from this
pamphlet should serve as a merit for all of them, especially
Daniel Refael ben Mazal.
Finally, as a side project to being in yeshiva, completing
college, planning a wedding, and preparing for marriage,
this work is yet incomplete and most probably host to a
variety of errors. Kindly send errors, along with any
observations and insights, to
mordechai.djavaheri@gmail.com.
 תשע"ז,ראש חודש תמוז
מרדכי הלל ג'וואהרי
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Derashot
Divrei Torah to share, especially when asked to say
something at a Sheva Berachot and completely
unprepared.

Getting The Better End of the Deal
The Start of Every Jewish Marriage
When Avraham Avinu was searching for a final resting
place for his cherished and beloved partner in life, Sarah
Immenu, he met with a shrewd businessman by the name
of Ephron. The property in question, Me’arat
HaMachpelah, was located in Chevron, which is swampy
and of little use in agrarian society. Thus, the price should
have been affordable, but Ephron tagged it for a whole of
four hundred silver Shekalim, a fortune at the time! The
crooked Ephron tried to rip off Avraham, didn’t try to
bargain. Instead, Avraham made sure to pay in full.
(Bereshit 18)
It is most peculiar that, of the three methods of
performing Kiddushin, the one that every Jewish marriage
begins with is money, Kiddushei Kessef.1 What’s even
more peculiar is that the Gemara (Kiddushin 2a) derives
the very institution of Kiddushei Kessef from conversation
with Ephron in the purchase of Me’arat HaMachpelah.
Isn’t it strange, that every Jewish marriage begins with a

1

Rambam Hilchot Ishut 1:2 and 3:21
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concept learned from such a sad tale of business, at the
hands of such a scoundrel like Ephron?
HaRav Yisroel Chesir, a HANC rebbe who had great
influence on me over the years, once explained that from
this very transaction we see exactly the right attitude each
party must have when entering a marriage. Ephron
thought Avraham Avinu was such a sucker for willing to
pay a fortune for a useless and muddy excuse for a
property. In his eyes, it was worthless, and he was getting
the better end of the deal. At the same time, Avraham
Avinu made sure to pay full price for Me’arat
HaMachpelah, because every inch of Eretz Yisrael is
priceless! What are four-hundred silver shekalim in
comparison to a piece of the holiest land on Earth?! As
such, they both not only went into the deal each thinking
he got the better end of it, but they also continued that
way. By extension, every Jewish marriage must operate
under the same nature, that each party truly has received
the better end of the deal.

“Buying” a Wife
Consequently, one might fall under the impression that
the Torah objectifies women – after all, they’re bought
and “purchased” with money, just like property. It’s
essentially a business transaction! HaRav Eli Pielet, a
former rebbe in Yeshivat Sha’alvim, points out that it
highlights the tremendous and integral underpinnings in
marriage: this is the first time we find a purchase of land
in Eretz Yisrael in Tanach, and on it we base the very
fabric of our holiest interpersonal relationship. The Torah

8

tells us that we should feel the same way about our
marriage as we do for Eretz Yisrael – priceless.
By the same token, HaRav Hershel Schachter, Posek of
OUKosher and Rosh Yeshiva of YU, quotes from Rav
Shamshon Refael Hirsch2, that indeed, the Goyim are
right that the Jews “buy their wives” like land, but keep in
mind that she remains his as his most valued possession in
the world. This purchase was the final step in a lifelong
journey and partnership in the joint service of Hashem for
Avraham Avinu and Sarah Immenu. With that in mind,
every Jewish marriage picks up where that of our
perpetually venerated father and mother left off.

Invei HaGefen beInvei HaGefen
Standing on the Shoulders of Giants
 לעולם ימכור אדם כל מה שיש לו וישא בת,תנו רבנן
 משל לענבי הגפן.תלמיד חכם וישיא בתו לתלמיד חכם
). (פסחים מט.בענבי הגפן דבר נאה ומתקבל
The Chachamim compare a good match to intertwining
grape vines and implore of one to make every effort
possible to seek out a fine family and suitor committed to
perpetuating Torah-true values. Grape vines cannot stand

From his commentary to Bereishit 23:19. There, he also notes how
peculiar it is that the only two narratives of monetary transactions
recorded in Tanach are Avraham Avinu’s purchase of Me’arat
HaMachpelah, and Yirmiyahu HaNavi’s purchase of a field in the
context of a prophecy regarding the Babylonian conquest of Eretz
Yisrael and destruction of the Beit HaMikdash. The two events
effectively bookend our nation’s residence in our land. See also the next
Derasha.
2
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on their own, but rather need a base, a trellis, something
to lean on, wrap around, and grow. Likewise, Rav Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach exclaims, Chazal praise such a couple
for building their home on the bedrock of our ancestors.3

Grape Vines Over Other Fruits
Though there are plenty of other succulent fruits of Eretz
Yisrael to compare to, they specifically chose grapes,
because grapes are the only fruit that produce juice that’s
more valuable than its fruit. Usually, the fruit, the parent,
is more significant than its juice, its offspring, but wine is
ultimately chief to the grape.4 Correspondingly, Rav
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach elaborates, we bless the couple
that their offspring should not only be as exemplary as the
parents, but also reach even greater heights than the
parents did!
Alternatively, regular fruit juices spoil after some time;
wine is the only fruit juice that improves with
fermentation. As such, Hashem should bless the new

Shalmei Simcha page 71. Similarly, Chazal compare cheering a Chattan
veKallah to rebuilding the ruins of Yerushalayim, as opposed to new
construction. The latter requires hiring an architect and drawing up new
plans, while the latter demands filling the shoes and designs of the
previous structure. We therefore inform the new couple צאי לך בעקבי
הצאן: they should build their Bayit Ne’eman with the guidelines of our
holy tradition of our ancestors and not כרצון איש ואיש. (Maor Yisrael,
Derashot page 308)
4
Even the Beracha on wine (HaGefen) is more specific and, thereby,
significant than the Beracha on grapes (HaEtz), while all other fruit juice
Berachot are more general (Shehakol).
3
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couple with a happier and more wholesome marriage as
time goes on.5

Har Sinai
Candles & Music
The pomp and circumstance of the Chuppah
ceremony correspond well to the magnificent and
stunning reception of the Torah on Har Sinai.
Ashkenazim walk down the aisle holding candles, to
symbolize the holy inferno that rested on Har Sinai,
and we have a Chuppah over our heads just like the
clouds over Har Sinai and the mountain held over
their heads like a barrel. Also, the band plays music,
instead of the thunder and lightning that
accompanied the giving of the Torah.

The Chattan’s Derasha
There is a common practice for the Chattan to
deliver a Derasha at the Chosson’s tish, which Rav
Nachman MiBreslov compares to the giving of the
Torah. Many have the custom to interrupt the
Chattan as he speaks, which Rabbi Nachman says
corresponds to the shattering of the Luchot. Rav
Mordechai Gifter suggests that perhaps it’s a
message to the Chattan that if he shapes up, she’ll be

5

Shalmei Simcha ibid.
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an Ezer, but, if he doesn’t, there will be Shevirat
HaLuchot.

Breaking the Glass
We temper the giddiness by smashing a glass,
according to the Maharshal, just like Moshe
Rabbeinu halted the celebratory mood by smashing
the Luchot. The Midrash Tanchuma pins the failure
of the first giving of the Luchot on the razzle dazzle
fanfare of Mattan Torah. The second time around,
there were no fireworks, and the Luchot were given
quietly with Tzeniut that made them a lasting pillar
of the world.
Rav Yosef Dov HaLevi Soloveitchik explained that
breaking the glass is message to the new couple to
live a private life, without public displays of affection
or pursuit of honor, in order to maintain their
married life. Tzeniut, is not just about how women
dress; rather, it’s a way of life, emulating Hashem’s
behavior as a Kel Nistater, a Hidden God, behind
the scenes.6

MiPninei HaRav page 273, Divrei HaRav page 229. For an extensive
list of Har Sinai imagery and symbolism present at a Chuppah, see
Tashbetz Kattan 264-265.
6
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Birkat Rivka
Children and Beyond
ֹּאמרּו לָּה אֲ חֹּ ֵתנּו אַ ְת הֲ יִי לְ ַאלְ פֵ י ְרבָ בָ ה
ְ וַ יְבָ ֲרכּו אֶ ת ִר ְב ָקה וַ י
)ס: (בראשית כד:ִירׁש ז ְַרעֵ ְך אֵ ת ַׁשעַ ר שֹּנְ ָאיו
ַ וְ י
As she departed with Eliezer on her way to marry
Yitzchak Avinu, Rivka Immenu was blessed by her family
with a Beracha, Birkat Rivka, to bear thousands and tens
of thousands of offspring, who will overcome their
adversaries. The Beracha charges Rivka with being the
medium for a similar Beracha which Avraham Avinu
received after the Akeidah (Bereshit 22:17).
With biological offspring in mind, the Natziv explains the
two components of the Beracha, numbers and success, to
represent quantity and quality of descendants.
Although, the Keli Yakar argues the Beracha can’t be
about biological descendants, because they’re already
covered by Avraham’s Beracha. Moreover, the numbers of
children grow exponentially over generations beyond the
tens of thousands she was blessed with. Rather, the
Beracha was that she should do Chessed for tens of
thousands, who will in turn come to her aid. She should
have and use the means to provide for the multitudes, as
they will pay her children back in double by assisting in
overcoming enemies and challenges.7

7

HaEmek Davar and Keli Yakar Bereshit 24:60.
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Sheva Berachot
Man’s charge in this world is to recognize the Kavod of
Hashem as the one and only God, Creator of the World,
and Avraham Avinu was the first to do so.
The Chachamim (Masechet Kallah 1:1) found Rivka’s
Beracha to be a source in the Torah for Sheva Berachot, or
at least Birkat Erusin, and as elaborated above her Beracha
was an extension of Avraham Avinu’s.
Thus, under the Chuppah, where we celebrate the
continued transmission of that recognition to the coming
generation and continuity of mankind, we begin by
reciting the Beracha of “SheHaKol Bara Lichvodo” – that
everything was created for Hashem’s honor, something
Avraham Avinu understood better than anyone else, and
then “Yotzer Ha’Adam” – that Hashem created man, to
recognize that honor. Following those is the longer
“Asher Yatzar et HaAdam,” which highlights the creation
of man’s partner in perpetuating that recognition to future
generations.
Alas, Kevod Hashem cannot be fully understood as long
as Yerushalayim is in ruins, so we recite “Sos Tasis” in
hopes of its immediate restoration to its former glory.
Marked with the venom of the Snake through the sin of
Adam and Chavah and the Golden Calf, we then recite
“Sameach Tesamach,” beseeching Hashem to return us to
our pure and untainted status of Adam and Chavah in
Gan Eden, the intended purpose of Creation.
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Finally, we pray to reach the threshold of the ultimate
Simcha in the restored Yerushalayim, in full recognition
of Hashem’s rulership of the world.8

Kiddushin
Waiting Until It’s Right
֙ה־ַאב ָרָ֔ם ּובֵ ֵ֖ין רֹּעֵ ֵ֣י ִמ ְקנֵה־ל֑וֹּט וְ הַ כְ נַעֲ נִ י
ְ
י־רִ֗יב בֵ ֵּ֚ין רֹּעֵ ֵ֣י ִמ ְק ֵנ
ִ ַוי ְִה
)ז:ֹּׁשֵׁ֥ב בָ אָ ֶרץ׃ (בראשית יג
ֵ וְ הַ ְפ ִרזִ ָ֔י אָ ֵ֖ז י
Driven by avarice, Lot’s shepherds grazed their herds on
Kenaani fields, but they were admonished and rebuked by
Avram’s shepherds. Rashi elaborates how the quarrel was
rooted in an unscrupulous decision on Lot’s shepherds’
account, as they would say: “Eretz Yisrael is already
promised to Avram, and he has no children, so Lot, his
nephew will inherit him! Therefore, it isn’t stealing, since
it ultimately belongs to Lot, anyway,” they posited.
Avram’s shepherds wouldn’t hear of it, and the Torah
bolsters their rebuttal by concluding that the Kenaani and
the Perizi nations are still in the land, to indicate that
Avram had not yet received it.
The state of an engaged couple is very much the same.
They think to themselves: “Keeping boundaries made
sense before we got engaged, because touching is such a
bribe! It can cloud one’s judgement, so it made sense to
keep a distance before engagement, because we didn’t
know yet if it’s the right person. Don’t want to be

8

Based on Beit Yaakov (Ketubot 8a).
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prematurely drawn to a person who might ultimately not
be the right one.”
But once engaged, they might rationalize: “Ok, we’ve
already chosen each other, already decided that this is the
person, what’s the difference between this stage I’m in
now and the one I’ll be in after the wedding? All that
happens in between is an inconsequential ceremony –
walk down an aisle, dance for a little bit, a Beracha here, a
ring there – practically speaking, we already committed to
each other, so why keep the safeguards so strong?!”
Making such calculations without halachic grounds for it
is simply incorrect: they’re not married. Avraham Avinu
had already been promised Eretz Yisrael but he didn’t
rationalize: “These people are just temporary owners
squatting on land that will be ours, so there’s no harm in
eating from our own land!” The land does not yet belong
to him, so he doesn’t act like it does already.
Avraham and his shepherds knew better, and the engaged
couple should too.

Halachot
An Overview of the Jewish
Wedding Ceremony
Basics of Kiddushin and Nissuin
Every Jewish marriage begins with two Halachic steps,
Kiddushin, also known as Erusin, the man’s act of
16

designating his new partner in life as his bride to be, and
Nissuin, the act of bringing her physically or symbolically
into the husband’s domain. Although there are three ways
to accomplish Kiddushin, the custom is to give an object
of monetary value, specifically a plain ring, as the means
of betrothing the bride. Without Kiddushin, the
colloquially “engaged” couple is simply committed to
eventually marry, but with no Halachic implications to
their status. If they were to break up, the former fiancé
would not require a Get, while a couple that breaks up
after Kiddushin absolutely does.
Effectively, the couple is married already from the
moment of Kiddushin and on, but they may not live
together until Nissuin. Until several generations ago, these
two steps would happen up to a year apart, to give the
couple time to prepare themselves financially for the new
stage of their lives, but, nowadays, we do them back to
back at the wedding. We still entertain some form of
noticeable division between the two by reading the
Ketubah under the Chuppah and sometimes hearing
inspiring words of Torah and gratitude to Hashem.
Nissuin is accomplished by entering the Chuppah, which,
in the simplest sense, means bringing the bride into the
groom’s domain, his home, together with the
understanding that this is the means of completing their
marriage. At the same time, there exist a few competing
definitions and flavors of Chuppah, such as covering the
bride with her veil (known as Badeken), standing under
the Chuppah canopy, spreading out a Tallit over the
couple’s heads, or being secluded together in a room
designated for them. Ashkenazim and Sepharadim have
differing customs regarding which routes to take, but, at
17

the end of the day, there’s equal reason to celebrate.
Preceding the Nissuin and during the seven days of
feasting that follow, we make Sheva Berachot to bless the
new couple with a holy and happy marriage.

At the Wedding
First, the rabbi recites the two Berachot of Bore Peri
HaGefen and Erusin, both bride and groom take a drink,
then the groom declares the canonical proposal in Hebrew
and puts the ring on the bride’s finger. The Ketubah is
read and the rabbi may even share a Torah thought. Then,
Sheva Berachot are recited, the glass is shattered, and the
couple is danced out of the room.

The Rabbi – Mesader Kiddushin
 כל שאינו יודע בטיב גיטין וקידושין לא יהא:אמר רב יהודה
).לו עסק עמהן (קידושין ו
As the Halachot of making and breaking a marriage are an
intricate and, in general, high risk field of expertise, every
Jewish wedding is orchestrated by an erudite rabbi, a
Mesader Kiddushin, who is well versed in them. If care is
not taken in seeking out a qualified Mesader Kiddushin,
the marriage could very well be null and void, which can
have many ramifications in the immediate future with
respect to living together and down the line in more
upsetting circumstances.
The same way one goes to a specialist over a general
practitioner for anything more than a standard checkup, it
is imperative to appoint someone who knows these
Halachot (Shulchan Aruch, Even HaEzer 26-65 in
18

addition to how to write a Kosher Ketubah) superbly well,
and not just any shul or yeshiva rabbi, whose general or
even specific training may not be adequate justification for
him to run the show. The shelves of the Beit Midrash are
brimming with discussions in Halacha attempting to
determine the marital status of couples whose marriages
were not orchestrated by the right people; it is better to be
definitely and happily married than a complicated chapter
in a great rabbi’s book.9

Leading Up to the Chuppah
Ceremony
King for a Day
The wedding day is soul cleansing and awe inspiring, like
Yom Kippur and Mattan Torah blended together. The
Chachamim teach us that the Chattan and Kallah’s sins are
forgiven, and they have the saintly ability to accomplish
wonders with their prayers. It’s incumbent upon them to
spend the day in self-introspection, doing Teshuvah,
engaging in Tefillah for others, and giving Tzedaka.10

Fasting
There is a longstanding holy Ashkenazi tradition for the
couple to fast on their wedding day, potentially as a means
of focusing on the opportunity to do Teshuvah and
prepare oneself on this momentous day. The common

9

See Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 5:1)
Shalmei Simcha chapters 18-19

10
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Sepharadi Minhag nowadays is not to fast, however;
though, some communities did have this custom.
Regardless, there are certain days, such as Rosh Chodesh,
on which it’s prohibited to fast, so a Rav should be
consulted to confirm what the couple should do.11

Badeken
In Europe, the custom was for the Chattan to approach
the Kallah in the synagogue courtyard the morning of the
wedding and cover her face with a veil, similar to how Rut
asked Boaz to spread his coat over her “ ּופָ ַר ְש ָת כְ נָפֶ ָך עַ ל
( ”אֲ מָ ְתָךRut 3:9).12 Nowadays, Ashkenazim do this at the
wedding right before the Chuppah ceremony begins.
After the Chattan’s tish, the Chattan is paraded to the
Kallah, who is sitting on a thronelike chair, surrounded by
family and friends. The Chattan approaches her and
covers her face with her veil, while the honorable members
of the community bless her with the Beracha given to
Rivka Immenu by her family when she left home with
Eliezer to marry Yitzchak Avinu: “ אֲ ח ֵֹּתנּו ַא ְת הֲ יִי לְ ַאלְ פֵ י

Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 61:1, 65:3). See Nefesh HaRav page
251. Ben Ish Chai (Shanah Rishonah, Shoftim 13) writes that the
custom in Baghdad was for only the Chattan to fast. Yabia Omer vol. 3
Even HaEzer 6.
12
In some communities in Europe, the Chattan didn’t cover her face
himself, which leads one to question whether it accomplishes Nissuin, if
one can appoint a Shaliach to effect Nissuin, and if one needs to appoint
witnesses. See Dagul Mervava (Yoreh Deah 342:1), Nefesh HaRav page
278, BeIkvei HaTzon page 266, Ginat Egoz page 100, Shalmei Simcha
page 165
11
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ִירׁש ז ְַרעֵ ְך אֵ ת ַׁשעַ ר שֹּנְ ָאיו
ַ ( ” ְרבָ בָ ה וְ יBereshit 24:60).
Sepharadim do not have this custom.13
HaRav Hershel Schachter blesses the couple with a
century to spend together following their wedding, and
advises that neither the Badeken, nor the Chuppah, is the
place to start a conversation and keep everyone waiting.

Location of the Chuppah
As a sign that their children should be as many as the
stars, Ashkenazim have the custom to perform the
Chuppah outside.14 Nowadays, many have accepted
practice to perform a wedding ceremony in the sanctuary
of a synagogue, but great care must be taken to respect the
holiness of the location, especially with respect to one’s
dress and kissing relatives. It is therefore highly
recommended to celebrate elsewhere.15

Candles
Many of the customs practiced at the wedding are
symbolic of receiving the Torah on Har Sinai (Mattan
Torah). For example, while walking down the aisle with

Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 147:3, Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 6:1-2)
Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 61:1), BeIkvei HaTzon page 265 and
MiPninei HaRav page 277. Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach used to insist
on this custom, cold rain or warm shine, unless the Ashkenazi Minhag
HaMakom is already not unilateral. (Shalmei Simcha page 158)
15
Yabia Omer vol. 3 Even HaEzer 10, Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot
6:9,12-13). See Nefesh HaRav page 257
13
14
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the Chattan and Kallah, Ashkenazim carry candles, to
symbolize the flames that were present at Mattan Torah.16

Standing Under the Chuppah
Among Ashkenazim, there is a custom for the couple to
stand with their backs facing the audience and another
custom to stand specifically facing the audience, while
others have the custom for them to stand facing East
towards Yerushalayim.17 It’s proper for the Kallah to
stand at the right of the Chattan; though, according to
Kabbalah, the opposite is preferred. Some say that after
the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash, one need not be
concerned at all.18

The Audience
As the Chattan and Kallah walk down the aisle to perform
the Mitzvah of building a Jewish home and transmitting
those values to future generations, one should stand, as

Sepharadim don’t have this custom, however, and there is little reason
to mimic other communities. Moreover, there’s certainly reason to be
vigilant regarding fire-safety. When officiating over a wedding at which
candles were brought down the aisle, Rav Ovadia had them extinguished
under the Chuppah. (Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 6:3)). Rav Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach liked the idea of carrying candles inside glass, fire safe
tubes. (Shalmei Simcha). See the Derasha on page 13.
17
Nefesh HaRav page 257, MiPninei HaRav page 274, Yalkut Yosef
(Sova Semachot 1:6:5). Rav Yitzchak Hutner started a tradition that the
Chattan should face the audience and not the Mesader Kiddushin, so
people should realize the Chattan is performing the marriage and the
Mesader Kiddushin is just a spectator facilitating the process, unlike a
minister officiates at a Catholic wedding. (HaRav Hershel Schachter and
HaRav Mordechai Willig)
18
Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 1:6:5), who writes that Rav Ovadia
always followed the first view. HaRav Hershel Schachter does, as well.
16
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with any passerby on the way to perform a Mitzvah.
Many maintain that for this reason, one should also stand
from Birkat Erusin through Sheva Berachot. Certainly, the
awe of the Shechinah present at such a serious event
should be reason enough to stand in silence and not
engage in irreverent conversation.19

Kiddushin/Erusin (Betrothal)
How to do Kiddushin
Though there exist three methods of betrothing a Jewish
woman: money (Kessef), contract (Shtar), and
cohabitation (Biah), the Chachamim decreed that anybody
who engages in cohabitation as a means of effecting
Kiddushin be flogged, as it’s outright inappropriate.20

Kessef requires that the man give the woman money, or an
object of value, worth at least a Perutah (half a barley
corn’s weight in silver, 1⁄40 of a gram) and proposing with
the words “Harei At Mekudeshet Li BeTabaat Zo KeDat
Moshe veYisrael” (“By [accepting] this ring, you will be
betrothed to me according to the Torah of Moshe and
Yisrael”). If she accepts the ring, they’re married!21
Alternatively, he could write out the words on a piece of

MiPninei HaRav page 277, Yabia Omer vol. 6 Even HaEzer 8 who
adds that it’s also a function of the Chattan’s new status of king, Yalkut
Yosef (Sova Semachot 6:19-20), Rav Mordechai Eliyahu (Hilchot
Shidduchim and Chatunah, by R’ Shmuel Eliyahu). Though the Minhag
in America seems to be to sit during the Chuppah ceremony.
20
Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 26 and 33)
21
Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 27). If using money, substitute
“Matbe’a,” instead of “Taba’at.”
19
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paper and hand it to her. If she accepts it, it would
accomplish the same thing.22
Remarkably, the Rambam writes that the custom is to
only use Kessef for Kiddushin. Additionally, since
Kiddushin takes the basic form of a monetary transaction,
there cannot be any lack of understanding on the bride’s
part in terms of what she’s getting, or else the entire
transaction could be ineffective. For example, if he gives
her a brilliant diamond ring that seems quite valuable but
it in fact turns out to be the opposite, the mistaken
transaction would be null and void, and they would not be
married. Therefore, the custom developed to only use a
plain ring without a stone, to avoid any potential
misunderstanding or misappraisal and ensure the success
of the Kiddushin.23 They’re more than welcome to

Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 32)
Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 31), Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot
7:14-16), see MiPninei HaRav page 275.
See Sefer HaChinuch 552 who describes Kiddushin as a means of
demonstrating their commitment an action and the use of a ring as a
constant reminder of it.
Though the Minhag in Baghdad even a century ago was to use a silver
coin, the Ben Ish Chai (Shanah Rishonah, Shoftim 7-8) writes in favor
of using a ring. The Minhag in Shiraz was also to use a silver coin
(Outcaste, Jewish Life in Southern Iran, by Laurence Loeb, page 203,
and confirmed with me by Mr. Nasser Lalehzari, who himself used a
silver coin (“sekeh”) and lived in Shiraz until the year 2000), but my
grandmother, Mahin Mahfar, told me that she received both the
colloquial “sekeh kiddush” and a ring under the Chuppah. Indeed, it
seems that the Minhag in Tehran was not as uniform, as Mr. Asher
Asherian, of the same generation as my grandmother, related that he used
a ring at his wedding in Tehran, and Rav Eliyahu Ben Chaim told me he
never saw this in Tehran, when he arrived a couple decades later.
22
23
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purchase whatever jewelry they fancy for an engagement
ring and the like, just not for the Chuppah ceremony.
Furthermore, Kiddushin is fundamentally the act of the
groom taking the bride, not the other way around or both
ways. Hence, a double ring ceremony under the Chuppah
would undermine the very mechanics of Kiddushin and be
prohibited. Doing so is also violation of the Torah’s
mandate not to imitate non-Jewish practices.24
Most importantly, for the Kiddushin to work, the ring
must belong to the groom, i.e. it cannot be a borrowed
ring.25 The Mesader Kiddushin should confirm this with
the Chattan before and during the Chuppah.
Also, as with any act of major significance, the Kiddushin
must be done in the presence of two appointed
Halachically acceptable witnesses (meaning, they are
sufficiently observant, not related to the couple or each
other, etc.). The Mesader Kiddushin should ensure that
they see the Kallah’s face to ascertain her identity and see
the giving of the ring.26

Iggerot Moshe (Even HaEzer vol. 3 Siman 18 and 25, vol. 4 Siman
32:2). Depending on who’s officiating and how they perform the
Kiddushin, Rav Moshe holds it could even be null and void. See Gray
Matter vol. 1 page 73 for a full discussion of the effectiveness, not the
permissibility of the ceremony, as well as Minchat Asher (vol. 1 Siman
72, vol. 2 Siman 98). See also footnote 17.
25
Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 28:19-20). Though he does present a
series of parameters outlined by the Rosh in which a borrowed ring
would work, Rav Ovadia rules that, based on the dissenting view of the
Rashba, it would be a Safek Kiddushin. (Yabia Omer vol. 6 Even
HaEzer 6:7)
26
Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 42:2-5), See Nefesh HaRav page 266
and Shalmei Simcha page 203. There’s a complicated debate whether the
24
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Birkat Erusin (Kiddushin)
Before handing the ring to the bride, we recite a Beracha
thanking Hashem for the holy framework of the Jewish
marriage, customarily over a cup of wine. Ideally, one
should have a Minyan of men, including the Chattan and
the two witnesses, present at the Kiddushin. If one cannot
attain a cup of wine or a Minyan, he may still do
Kiddushin (but keep in mind the latter is necessary for
Nissuin).27
. לְ חַ יִים: ועונים.סַ ְב ֵרי מָ ָרנָן
: בו ֵֹּרא ְפ ִרי הַ גֶפֶ ן, אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָם,בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה
 אֲ ֶׁשר ִק ְד ָׁשנּו ְב ִמ ְצו ָֹּתיו, אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָם,בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה
 וְ ִה ִתיר לָנּו אֶ ת־,וְ ִצּוָ נּו עַ ל הָ עֲ ָריוֹּת וְ ָאסַ ר לָנּו אֶ ת־הָ אֲ רּוסוֹּת
 ְמ ַקדֵ ׁש, בָ רּוְך אַ ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה.דּוׁשין
ִ הַ נְ שּואוֹּת לָנּו עַ ל יְדֵ י חֻ פָ ה ְב ִק
:דּוׁשין
ִ עַ ּמ ֹּו י ְִש ָראֵ ל עַ ל יְדֵ י חֻ פָ ה ְב ִק
הֲ ֵרי אַ ְת ְמקֻ דֶ ֶׁשת לִ י ְבטַ בַ עַ ת ז ֹּו כְ ַדת מֹּ ֶׁשה וְ י ְִש ָראֵ ל
Much ink has been spilled to determine the nature of this
Beracha. A prevalent approach is that one might have
thought that once they’re Halachically engaged, the couple
would be permitted to relax their boundaries with respect
to physical intimacy, especially in the times when
Kiddushin and Nissuin happened a year apart. To dispel
such misconceptions, the Chachamim instituted an oddly
lengthy Beracha that details the continued prohibition of

witnesses need to see her face under the Chuppah or can suffice with
knowing who she is under the veil, but it’s well beyond the scope of our
discussion. HaRav Eliyahu Ben Chaim is stringent in this matter.
27
Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 34:2,4)
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engaging in physical intimacy with one’s bride until
Nissuin. The Beracha highlights the holiness of the Jewish
people and their marriages but that we are still prohibited
from our fiancés and only permitted to our wives through
the Chuppah that follows Kiddushin.28
Usually, the Mesader Kiddushin recites the Berachot, so as
not to embarrass Chattanim who don’t know how to do it
themselves.29 He should first instruct the Chattan and
Kallah to listen intently and only speak to answer Amen,
not Baruch Hu uVaruch Shemo, as he will be saying the
Berachot on their behalf. The same is true for all of the
Sheva Berachot.30

Ramban Ketubot 7a s.v. “”וצוונו
Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 34:1), Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot
6:16). Since the Rambam holds that it’s a Birkat HaMitzvah, the
Chattan should ideally appoint the Mesader Kiddushin as his messenger
to say the Beracha in his place, as it’s his Mitzvah to marry this woman.
(Yalkut Yosef (ibid 6:16)) HaRav Eliyahu Ben Chaim recommends that
any Chattan who can, should say his own Birkat Erusin, but for my own
wedding, he said I should honor HaRav Schachter, the Mesader
Kiddushin, with the Beracha instead.
Most peculiarly, the Ben Ish Chai (Shanah Rishonah, Shoftim 1) claims
it’s a Birkat HaNehenin on the bride, but this opinion is not found in
Rishonim. (Halichot Olam)
30
Ben Ish Chai (Shanah Rishonah, Shoftim 2), Yabia Omer vol. 7 Even
HaEzer 17, Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 6:17).
HaRav Hershel Schachter is fond of quoting the story about Rav
Mordechai Eliyahu who officiated at the Baba Sali’s daughter’s wedding,
at which the Baba Sali threatened to leave when the former instructed the
Chattan not to answer Baruch Hu uVaruch Shemo, as the Abuchatzeira
Family Minhag was indeed to say it even when hearing a Beracha with
intention to fulfill an obligation. (“Hilchot Shidduchim and Chatunah”
by R’ Shmuel Eliyahu)
There’s also a great discussion whether the Kallah should answer Amen
to Birkat Erusin: since Erusin isn’t her Mitzvah, she shouldn’t interrupt
28
29
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After the Berachot, the Chattan and Kallah each take a sip.
The Sepharadi Minhag is that the Mesader Kiddushin
takes a sip first, but Ashkenazim have varying customs.31
Then, the Chattan says “Harei At…” and does
Kiddushin.

Intermission Between Kiddushin &
Nissuin
Purpose
In the times of the Chachamim and up until a number of
centuries ago, the custom was to give the couple time to
prepare themselves financially for the new stage of their
lives. Though the custom has since changed to do Erusin
and Nissuin back to back at the wedding, we still make an
effort to pause symbolically in between to demonstrate
the distinction between them. For this reason, we should
really use two different cups of wine, one for Birkat
Erusin and one for Sheva Berachot, but the current
custom is to use one and just add some wine or water in
between uses.32 Additionally, since a wedding is ripe for

between HaGefen and drinking. In addition to the above, see BeIkvei
HaTzon page 269 and Shalmei Simcha page 180.
31
Reb Chaim Soloveitchik used to intentionally spill a drop onto his
hand so he could drink it, but his son, the Brisker Rav, and grandson,
Rav Yosef Dov, did not have this practice. (Yabia Omer vol. 5 Even
HaEzer 10:7, Nefesh HaRav page 260, and BeIkvei HaTzon page 271)
Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach would only be careful about this when
officiating at a Sepharadi wedding. (Shalmei Simcha page 183)
32
Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 62:9), Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot
10:1). HaRav Hershel Schachter explains that the refilling of the cup is
itself equivalent to using a second cup.
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opportunity to share meaningful and inspiring words of
Torah or for any speeches the family is looking to make, a
rabbi often gives a Derasha under the Chuppah.

Reading the Ketubah
As a means of guaranteeing financial security for the bride
and her descendants during the marriage and after it, the
husband gives her a Ketubah stating his commitment to
their marriage and supporting her. It’s so critical that the
Chachamim went as far as instituting that a couple not
live together without a Ketubah, to guarantee the security
of the wife.33 Therefore, one should ensure that his
Ketubah is valid by drafting a trained rabbi to write it.
Because the pressure at a wedding can be palpable and
there’s much room for error, it’s best to fill out the
Ketubah prior to the wedding.34
The Mesader Kiddushin should also explain to the
Chattan what he’s committing himself to in a language he
understands.35
Ashkenazim approach the obligation to write a Ketubah
as a Torah requirement, or, at least, one which requires
payment of a sum measured in the Torah’s currency, while
Sepharadim take the approach that it is an institution of
the Chachamim based on a preexisting common custom.
As such, Ashkenazim write the words “ דחזו ליכי
( ”מדאורייתאAramaic for “that is entitled to you from the
Torah”) in their Ketubot, though it is simply not true for

Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 66:1)
But leave the date out until the Chuppah. Shalmei Simcha page 174
35
Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 9:17)
33
34
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Sepharadim. As such, a Sepharadi Ketubah that contains
those words is null and void, and an experienced rabbi
should be contacted immediately to rectify the matter.36
In the spirit of creating a meaningful pause between
Erusin and Nissuin, the Minhag developed to read the
Ketubah out loud at this stage of the Chuppah
ceremony.37
For the Chattan to lawfully commit himself to all that it
says in the Ketubah, he must make a “Kinyan”
(acquisition)38 in front of two halachically acceptable
witnesses, who then sign the Ketubah. Some have the
practice of signing the Ketubah before the Chuppah, at
the Chosson’s tish; however, since the couple is not even
married yet, it would seem like a farce to sign such a
document before the Chuppah takes place. Therefore,
many have the custom to do the Kinyan upon reading the
Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 66:6), Yabia Omer vol. 3 Even
HaEzer 12. Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 5:11) says that if there no
other Ketubah at the wedding, they should just erase the word
“ ”מדאורייתאand continue.
Most strikingly, many Ketubot from 19th-20th century Iran contain
problematic text. After uncovering this find in not only my great
grandfather and name sake, Mordechai Djavaheri’s Ketubah from exactly
a century ago in Esfahan, as well as my mother’s maternal grandmother,
Malek Yousefzadeh’s Ketubah from Kashan, but also a series of them on
display from a variety of cities in central-northern Iran, such as Esfahan,
its suburb, Golpayegan, Mashad, and Yazd, in the Yeshiva University
Museum in April of 2014, I called HaRav Eliyahu Ben Chaim, and he
claimed that they had been copying their Ketubot out of a common
edition of the Rambam that had printing mistake in his Ketubah
boilerplate (Hilchot Yibum veChalitza 4:33, see Frankel edition, שינויי
)נוסחאות.
37
Tosafot, Pesachim 102b s.v. “”שאין, BeIkvei HaTzon page 268
38
by lifting a handkerchief, pen, etc. belonging to the bride, Mesader
Kiddushin, or witnesses.
36
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word “veKanina” in the Ketubah under the Chuppah, and
then signing it upon completion.39
After the witnesses and the Chattan sign, the Chattan
gives it to the Kallah or someone else to hold it on her
behalf.40

Shevua Chamurah (Serious Oath)
The Sepharadic custom is for the Chattan to take an oath,
written in the Ketubah, to fulfill its obligations. After this
part of the Ketubah is read, the Chattan shakes the hand
of the Mesader Kiddushin to oblige himself.41

Nissuin (Completing the Marriage)
Definition of Chuppah
Conceptually, Kiddushin makes a woman married and
only lacking entrance into the husband’s domain, and
Nissuin finishes the process by bringing her in. Though
the methods of Kiddushin are clearly defined in the
Mishnah and Gemara, the exact definition of “Chuppah,”
the mechanism of accomplishing Nissuin, is not. As such,
there are four fundamental opinions to fulfill:

Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 5:12, 9:11, 21), Rav Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach adds that the entire purpose of reading the Ketubah out loud
is so that the Edim know what they’re signing on and the husband
knows what he’s agreeing to, so it makes sense to only sign it after
reading it aloud. (Shalmei Simcha page 289-290)
40
Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 9:25), Shalmei Simcha page 291 agrees
and adds that some wait until after Sheva Berachot to hand it over.
41
Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 9:11, 24)
39
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1.
2.
3.
4.

Rambam: Yichud (Seclusion) of the couple.
Ran: Bringing the bride into the groom’s
domain.
Mordechai: Covering her with the veil during
the Badeken
Many Others: Standing under the
canopy/Spreading out a Tallit over their heads

Later Rabbanim determined that the essential Halacha is
that Chuppah is accomplished by the couple eating
together privately after saying Sheva Berachot under the
Chuppah.42

Yichud Room
In effort to perform Chuppah as close to Sheva Berachot
as possible, Ashkenazim rush the couple from the canopy
to a private room, called a Yichud Room, where they are
secluded and eat together. Sepharadim do not generally
perform a Yichud room but rather wait until they go
home after the wedding to be secluded. The reason being
that Sheva Berachot are not “Birkot HaMitzvah,” the type
of Berachot one makes prior to performing a Mitzvah
action, but rather “Birkot HaShevach,” praises to
Hashem-type Berachot, which do not have to be
performed immediately before an action.43

Hilchot Ishut 10:1. Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 55:1) and
commentaries, Yabia Omer vol. 5 Even HaEzer 9, Yalkut Yosef (Sova
Semachot 6:7). See also Yabia Omer ibid 6:4.
43
Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 55:1-3, 57:1, 64:5) and commentaries,
MiPninei HaRav page 276, Yabia Omer vol. 5 Even HaEzer 8, Yalkut
Yosef (Sova Semachot 12:1). See also Yechaveh Daat 5:62 where Rav
42
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Tallit
As a mode of accomplishing Nissuin, Sepharadim have
the custom for the Chattan to put on a new Tallit with a
Beracha (if it’s still day) and Shehechiyanu (if it’s new)
and then draping it over both himself and his bride.

Ovadia argues that performing Yichud at the wedding would require the
bride to cover her hair from then on.
Rav Moshe Feinstein is said to have inferred from the Gemara that as
long as the bride is wearing her gown, she has a “Shem Betulah,” and
does not have to cover her hair. Printed in a prepublication copy of
Iggerot Moshe vol. 9 in honor of the wedding of a granddaughter of Rav
Moshe Tendler; I also heard from HaRav Binyomin Schubert, former
Menahel of HANC and Talmid of Rav Moshe Feinstein, that at his
wedding, Rav Moshe told him to do as such, after first making sure that
his wife’s family didn’t have a specific custom regarding the matter.
However, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach opposes Rav Moshe’s position
and requires her to cover her hair from after the Chuppah and on, but he
also says it’s not worth quarreling about. (Shalmei Simcha page 343)
In favor of the more stringent opinion, Rav Mordechai Eliyahu held that
a woman must cover her hair from Kiddushin and on. (Hilchot
Shidduchim and Chatunah, by R’ Shmuel Eliyahu)
Not convinced by Rav Ovadia, HaRav Hershel Schachter (BeIkvei
HaTzon page 268) believes that it would be too long of a Hefsek to
make Sheva Berachot under the Chuppah and only perform Yichud
hours later. Therefore, when attending the weddings of his Sepharadic
students, he only agrees to recite Birkat Erusin but not Sheva Berachot.
Despite his stringent opinion, on one such occasion, at Birkat HaMazon
of Rav Ike Sultan’s wedding, HaRav Schachter was passed the
microphone by a microphone to say one of the Sheva Berachot, and he
did! Immediately afterwards, we asked him why he said the Beracha, and
he said he was relying on Chacham Ovadia. As it seems, he was willing
to let go of his stringent opinion in order not to embarrass anyone.
Regarding a “Fake Yichud Room,” see Ein Yitzchak vol. 3 page 347,
where Rav Yitzhak Yosef argues against it.
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While saying Shehechiyanu, the Chattan should also have
in mind the momentous occasion of the wedding.44
The widespread custom of all Jewish communities up
until a few centuries ago was for the Chattan to wear a
Tallit under the Chuppah. The Ashkenazim did it for the
entire ceremony, while the Sepharadim commonly did it
only for Nissuin/Sheva Berachot, before reading the
Ketubah. Many Ashkenazim have relinquished the
Minhag, and, today, only those of German descent have
retained it. 45

Minyan for Nissuin & Sheva Berachot
Most importantly, the Chachamim prohibited one from
engaging in physical intimacy with his wife before saying
Sheva Berachot, which we do at the Chuppah, and
requires a Minyan. In uniquely extreme circumstances,
Ashkenazim permit performing a Chuppah without a
Minyan, while Sepharadim prohibit it.46
Only the details of Sheva Berachot unique to the Chuppah
ceremony are covered here. See page 45 for the bulk of
the Halachot.

As well as his new wife, suit, apartment, and wedding gifts. Yalkut
Yosef (Sova Semachot 8:1-2)
45
See “Chuppat Tallit” by Rav Binyamin Shlomo Hamburger (Kovetz
Ohr Yisroel vol. 14 page 199) for an extensive treatment of this topic.
Thanks to Rav David Roth for the source. See also Ben Ish Chai
(Shanah Rishonah, Shoftim 12)
46
Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 62:4) and commentaries there, Yabia
Omer vol. 2 Even HaEzer 6
44
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Honoring Attendees with Berachot
Usually, the Mesader Kiddushin says Birkat Erusin, and
various individuals are honored with acting as witnesses to
the various components of creating the marriage. Though
there is substantial reason to honor one person with the
saying of all of the Sheva Berachot, or, at least, the first
six47, the custom is to honor numerous distinguished
scholars of Torah and other individuals of stature who are
in attendance each with the opportunity to bless the new
couple with one of the Sheva Berachot.48
Since the very nature of the Berachot is to bless the
couple, it would be inappropriate for the Chattan to make
them himself. In fact, the Rambam was enraged when he
witnessed a Chattan do so.49
Each of the honorees should position himself close to the
Chuppah, to minimize downtime after being called up.50
He should also have in mind to say the Berachot on behalf

Usually, one must begin a Beracha with the words “Baruch Atah
Hashem,” but, in a series of Berachot (Beracha HaSemuchah
LeChavertah), only the first of the series needs to open with those
words. Logically, therefore, if one says a Beracha from the middle of the
series without saying the ones that preceded it, he would be in violation
of the Halacha to start with “Baruch Atah Hashem.”
48
Yabia Omer vol. 4 Even HaEzer 7, vol. 5 Even HaEzer 12. Yalkut
Yosef (Sova Semachot 6:8) adds that the Mesader Kiddushin should ask
all honorees to position themselves as close as they can to the Chuppah,
so wasted time interruptions are minimized when they are called up. Rav
Mordechai Eliyahu was stringent, however, to not distribute them unless
necessary. (“Hilchot Shidduchim and Chatunah” by R’ Shmuel Eliyahu)
49
Yabia Omer (ibid), Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 10:6)
50
Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 10:7)
47
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of the Chattan and Kallah, who should themselves listen
intently and speak only to answer Amen.51

Honoring Non-Jews
If necessary, one could honor a non-Jewish government
official or employer present at the Chuppah, by
appointing him to sign the marriage license, as long as he
is an American citizen, regardless of gender. Alternatively,
the honorable individual could “hold the Ketubah” during
the Chuppah, a Halachically meaningless act in and of
itself, but, when told that “the couple can’t go home
tonight without this,” he will surely understand the
gravity of the responsibility.52

Wine
Unlike by Birkat Erusin, a cup of wine is necessary to say
Sheva Berachot over.53 Ideally, for Sepharadim, whoever
said each of the Birkat HaGefens should also take a sip of
the wine before handing it to the Chattan and Kallah, but,
if it will make people uncomfortable, he may refrain.54

See page 21
HaRav Hershel Schachter and HaRav Aryeh Lebowitz
53
If wine is not available, a different alcoholic beverage may be used, but
one cannot say the Berachot with other beverages. Shulchan Aruch (Even
HaEzer 62:1), Yabia Omer vol. 5 Even HaEzer 10:6
54
Yabia Omer vol. 5 Even HaEzer 10:7, Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot
10:12). See Nefesh HaRav page 260
51
52
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The Text of Sheva Berachot
1.

Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech HaOlam,
Bore Peri HaGefen
: בו ֵֹּרא ְפ ִרי הַ גֶפֶ ן, אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָם,בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה

2.

Baruch Atah… SheHaKol Bara Lichvodo
: ֶׁשהַ כֹּל בָ ָרא לִ כְ בוֹּד ֹּו, אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָם,בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה

Everything was created for Hashem’s honor, even the animals
and the birds. We highlight this as everyone gathers to celebrate
and aid in joining the Chattan and Kallah, like Hashem did for
Adam and Chavah.

3.

Baruch Atah… Yotzer HaAdam
ָאדם
ָ ָ יוֹּצֵ ר ה, אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָם,בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה

Man is the elite and choice product of creation, created by
Hashem.

4.

Baruch Atah… Asher Yatzar Et HaAdam BeTzalmo,
BeTzelem Demut Tavnito, VeHitkin MImmenu
Binyan Adei Ad, Baruch Atah Adonai, Yotzer
HaAdam
ָאדם
ָ ָ אֲ ֶׁשר יָצַ ר אֶ ת־ה, אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָם,בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה
. וְ ִה ְת ִקין ל ֹּו ִמּמֶ נּו ִבנְ יַן עֲ דֵ י־עַ ד, ְבצֶ לֶם ְדמּות ַת ְבנִ ית ֹּו,ְבצַ לְ מ ֹּו
:ָאדם
ָ ָ יוֹּצֵ ר ה,בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה

Man is created in the likeness of Hashem (“BeTzelem Elokim”)
and has the power to give birth to offspring through the partner
granted to him by Hashem.
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5.

Sos Tasis veTagel Akarah beKibutz Baneha
LeTochah BeSimcha, Baruch Atah Adonai,
Mesameach Tzion beVaneha

.שוֹּש ָת ִשיש וְ ָתגֵל עֲ ָק ָרה ְב ִקבּוץ בָ נֶיהָ לְ ת ֹּוכָּה ִב ְמהֵ ָרה ְב ִש ְמחָ ה
: ָ ְמ ַשּמֵ חַ ִציוֹּן ְבבָ נֶיה,בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְי ֹּהוָ ה
Before engaging in our own celebrations, we must always have
Yerushalayim and its future restoration in mind.

6.

Sameach Tesamach Re'im Ahuvim, KeSimchacha
Yetzircha BeGan Eden Mikedem
.הּובים כְ ַשּמֵ חֲ ָך י ְִצ ְירָך ְבגַן עֵ דֶ ן ִמ ֶקדֶ ם
ִ ֲַשּמֵ חַ ְת ַשּמַ ח ֵר ִעים א
: ְמ ַשּמֵ חַ ָח ָתן וְ ַכלָה,בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה

The couple should be successful with happiness and a good
heart, like Adam and Chavah pre-sin.

7.

Baruch Atah… Asher Bara Sasson veSimcha Chattan
veKallah, Gilah, Rinah, Ditzah, veChedvah, Ahavah,
Achvah, Shalom, veReiut, Meherah Adonai Eloheinu
Yishama beArei Yehudah u'veChutzot Yerushalayim
Kol Chattan veKol Kallah, Kol Mitzhalot Chattanim
meChupatam u'Ne'arim MiMishteh Neginatam,
Baruch Atah Adonai, Mesameach Chattan im
HaKallah

 אֲ ֶׁשר בָ ָרא ָששוֹּן, אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָם,בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה
,ַאחוָ ה
ְ ְ ַאהֲ בָ ה ו, גִ ילָה ִרנָה ִדיצָ ה וְ חֶ ְדוָ ה, ָח ָתן וְ ַכ ָלה,וְ ִש ְמחָ ה
ְהּודה
ָ  ְמהֵ ָרה ְיהֹּוָ ה אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו יִ ָשמַ ע ְבעָ ֵרי י,ָׁשלוֹּם וְ ֵרעּות
 קוֹּל ָח ָתן וְ קוֹּל, קוֹּל ָששוֹּן וְ קוֹּל ִש ְמחָ ה,ְרּוׁשלַיִ ם
ָ ּובחּוצוֹּת י
ְ
, ּונְ עָ ִרים ִמ ִּמ ְׁש ֵתה נְ גִ ינ ָָתם, קוֹּל ִמ ְצהֲ לוֹּת חֲ ָתנִ ים מֵ חֻ פָ ָתם,ַכלָה
: ְמ ַשּמֵ חַ הֶ חָ ָתן ִעם הַ ַכלָה,בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה
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Besamim
The Rambam records the Minhag to say the Beracha on
Besamim between HaGefen and Shehakol Bara Lichvodo.
Some Sepharadim maintain the custom, but Syrians do it
between HaGefen and Birkat Erusin.55

Finishing Touches to the Chuppah
Birkat Kohanim
The Sepharadic custom is to call up Kohanim under the
Chuppah to bless the Chattan and Kallah with Birkat
Kohanim.56

Breaking the Glass
Just as the devastating distress of a family that celebrates a
wedding after loss of a close loved one is not forgotten,
for us, a people forever coupled with our Creator, our love
for Hashem would be questionable if we made a wedding
and didn’t note that Hashem’s home on Earth, the Beit
HaMikdash, lies in ruins and constant defilement. To
temper the Simcha, the custom developed to break a glass
under the Chuppah, to catch our breath and remember

Rambam Hilchot Ishut 10:4. Perhaps the Syrian Minhag has roots in
the Siddur Rav Saadia Gaon (cited in the Frankel shoulder notes ibid)
that says to do it both at Erusin and Nissuin.
56
Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 8:5), Nissuin Kehilchetam 12:67
55
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that, as exhilarating as the moment may be, the Simcha is
still incomplete.57
Though the custom began with the sudden shattering of
an expensive and rare glass, our custom is to break
something of negligible value instead, since we wrap it up
for safety anyway. Shattering an expensive glass does less
to calm people down if it’s wrapped up and they can’t tell
what it is, in any case.
Different customs existed over the generations regarding
at which point in the ceremony to break the glass, but the
common contemporary custom is to do it at the very end
of the Chuppah. With the impetus of the development of
the custom in mind – to mourn our incomplete joy and to
keep our emotions in check – the fact that it’s
inappropriate to shout “Mazal Tov!” or for the Chattan
to flex his muscles and make a spectacle of it is obvious.
Therefore, it’s best that the Mesader Kiddushin have the
Chattan break the glass while he is saying the words of the

See Berachot 30b and Tosafot ibid. 31a s.v. “ ”אייתיand
commentaries. Others explain that it’s simply a means to make sure
things don’t get out of hand. Regardless, the choice of glass over pottery
bears significant symbolism: While if pottery breaks, it cannot be
repaired, glass can always be reconstituted and reblown after being
melted down. Glass, which is formed by the blowing of man into it, can
always be reconstructed no matter how many or how miniscule the
shards when shattered, even more so man, who carries a Neshama blown
into him by HaKadosh Baruch Hu, can achieve a complete Teshuvah, no
matter how many or how severe the sin. Additional parallels can be
found between the contrast between glass and pottery and between Am
Yisrael and the other nations of the world.
57
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Pasuk “( ”אם אשכחךTehillim 137:5-6) or the band is
playing the song slowly.58

Ashes
In the same spirit of mourning over the Beit HaMikdash,
the Ashkenazim maintain an age-old custom to place
ashes prior to or following the Chuppah ceremony on the
head of the Chattan in the place where he normally puts
his Tefillin. The Sepharadim no longer observe it, though,
and suffice with breaking the glass alone.59

The Wedding Feast
Following the Chuppah are dancing and celebrations with
food and drink. After the meal, Birkat HaMazon and
Sheva Berachot are recited. The Chattan and Kallah
should ensure to eat a kazayit of bread, according to Rav

Shulchan Aruch (Orach Cham 560:2 and Even HaEzer 65:3) and
commentaries; Ben Ish Chai (Shanah Rishonah, Shoftim 11), Yabia
Omer vol. 4 Even HaEzer 9. Perhaps it would be appropriate to make a
brief announcement to the audience explaining the significance of this
age-old custom beforehand, as well. Others suggest that the custom
developed from an interest in ending the Chuppah ceremony on a
positive note, while Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, who was not pleased
with the custom, proposed that, since we break the glass to fulfill the
obligation of remembering Yerushalayim in a moment of agony, once we
do it, we can return to the regular programming: a festive and joyous
wedding! Mazal Tov! (Shalmei Simcha page 212)
59
Shulchan Aruch ibid, Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 6:6), Nefesh
HaRav page 256, MiPninei HaRav page 276. The Gemara elsewhere
tells how they decreed not to adorn the Chattan and Kallah with a crown
(Atarot Chattanim), and the Minhag in Europe, as told by Rav
Soloveitchik was not wear any fancy jewelry, as the exact definition of
Atarot is unclear. (Nefesh HaRav ibid)
58
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Ovadia, in order for Sheva Berachot to be recitable, but
Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach disagrees.60

Simchat Chattan veKallah
Even the most pious of Chachamim, who were, of course,
diligent in their study of Torah and scrupulous in their
time management, would dance and do tricks to gladden,
delight, and cheer the new couple.61 As such, all who
encounter the wedding procession are obligated to pause
their learning to participate in the Simcha, and then return
to their learning. To demonstrate the unbelievable
magnitude of this Mitzvah, the Midrash tells of Izevel the
Wicked Queen, who, though her flesh was eaten up and
blood licked up by dogs, her hands and feet remained
unmutilated, because, whenever she encountered a
wedding procession while riding in her royal chariot, she
would disembark to dance and sing for the new couple
and fulfill this Mitzvah.62

Seven Days of Simcha
Sheva Brachos is like jet lag without flying, and, if
you’re marrying a girl from Los Angeles, it’s jet lag

As the entire Seudah is being made in their honor. See Yalkut Yosef
(Sova Semachot 16). Shalmei Simcha page 323
61
The Gemara (Ketubot 17a) tells of R’ Yehuda ben R’ Ilay who would
dance with a Haddas in front of them. See Shabbat 33b and 150b and
Ben Yehoyada ibid. for a better picture of just how holy of a Neshama
he possessed.
62
Tur, Shulchan Aruch, and commentaries Even HaEzer 65:1.
60
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with flying. – HaRav Tzvi Sobolofsky, Rosh Yeshiva, YU
(Asher Becker)

Sheva Berachot Meals
For the week following the wedding, the couple feasts and
rejoices with their friends and family, all the while
entertaining the opportunity to relive the Chuppah
experience by adding a special opening to the Zimmun
and reciting Sheva Berachot at the end of Birkat
HaMazon. To do so, the following four components are
critical and each will be elaborated on below: Panim
Chadashot (new faces), a Minyan of ten men, a Seudah
(meal), and Beit Chattanim (the house of the couple).

Obligation or Option
These meals are not obligatory, but it is a once in a
lifetime opportunity to pray for the new couple and praise
Hashem in the context of their wedding. If it’s too
expensive or too much of a hassle, they are not obligated
to celebrate with others every night.63

Shehasimcha Bimono
Whenever His children celebrate a wedding, Hashem also
celebrates in heaven, specifically the fifth of seven, known
as Maon. Therefore, whenever there’s a Zimmun of three
at a Sheva Berachot meal, the special, modified opening
for the Zimmun is used, with the added phrase
“SheHaSimcha Bimono.”64 See pages 56 and 59 for the

Rav Pealim vol. 4 Even HaEzer 6, quoted in Yalkut Yosef (Sova
Semachot 17:fn.1) and Shalmei Simcha page 345
64
Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 62:13), Shalmei Simcha page 349,
Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 17:11)
63
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appropriate texts for Ashkenazim and Sepharadim,
respectively.

Beit Chattanim (The Chattan’s House)
After the Chuppah ceremony, the custom was to take the
couple from the synagogue courtyard/hall to their new
home and eat, drink, sing, and rejoice with them there for
the seven days. This was the standard practice in even
mid-twentieth century Shiraz.65 With this fundamental
parameter in place, the Chachamim instituted that Sheva
Berachot should be said in the couple’s new home, or, at
least, wherever they primarily reside.
In a generation of large restaurants and catering halls and
small young couples’ apartments in Washington Heights,
hosting the many dozens of guests at a Sheva Berachot
meal every night for six nights is often unrealistic. Instead,
the celebration “overflows” into a restaurant or gracious
family member or friend’s home.
For Ashkenazim, it’s simple: if there’s a Seudah with
Panim Chadashot and a noticeable quantity of food,
drink, and joy in honor of the new couple, regardless of
location, Sheva Berachot are recited, as the venue becomes
an extension of their home.66
These Halachot for Sepharadim are a little more
complicated and complex. As a rule, they follow the

65

Outcaste, Jewish Life in Southern Iran, by Laurence Loeb, page 204

Shalmei Simcha page 347. HaRav Eliyahu Ben Chaim also takes this
position.
66
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Shulchan Aruch to require Beit Chattanim in a more
literal sense, but with varying degrees of definition.
HaRav Mordechai Eliyahu defines Beit Chattanim as the
primary location of Simcha in which the Chattan is at
least sleeping or in his parents’ house, but nowhere else. 67
For Rav Ovadia, Beit Chattanim literally means the
Chattan and Kallah’s new home and nothing else, even to
the exclusion of their parents’ homes. However, he allows
one to at least make HaGefen and Asher Bara when not
feasting in Beit Chattanim. If there are Ashkenazim
present at Sepharadi Chattan’s Sheva Berachot, they
should preferably refrain from reciting all Sheva Berchot,
unless they are individuals of note, such as the Chattan’s
rabbi from yeshiva. However, if they do recite the
Berachot, there is no reason to stop them and one should
answer Amen.68

Minyan
In order to make all seven Sheva Berachot at the
conclusion of a meal, one requires a Minyan, including the

Kitzur Shulchan Aruch with addenda of HaRav Mordechai Eliyahu
149:fn. 8. If, on the last day, the entire entourage is invited somewhere,
he does allow them to make Sheva Berachot, though. (“Hilchot
Shidduchim and Chatunah” by R’ Shmuel Eliyahu)
68
Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 17:6, 22-23). HaRav Avraham Yosef,
chief rabbi of Cholon, clarified for me that, within his father’s position,
if the couple does not yet have an apartment and is living in one of their
parents’ homes, the home would have a status of Beit Chattanim and be
license to recite Sheva Berachot, as long as they have a private living
space. (Moreshet.co.il)
For additional approaches, see Shemesh uMagen vol. 3 Even HaEzer 2426 and Aseh Lecha Rav vol. 5 Siman 38-39
67
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Chattan and Panim Chadashot.69 Even though with
respect to Zimmun, Sepharadim can count one child
towards three or ten, as long as he knows we’re praying to
Hashem, for the purposes of Sheva Berachot, the Minyan
must be made of ten adult Jewish males.70
Additionally, even if there is a proper Minyan of adult
men present, women and children may not recite any of
the Sheva Berachot.71

Panim Chadashot
One of the requirements to say all of the Sheva Berachot
is Panim Chadashot, new faces, at the meal. There are at
least two fundamental approaches in defining Panim
Chadashot, depending on whether the focus is on the
Chattan and Kallah or on the guests.
Makeup Opportunity
The experience of a wedding, symbolic of receiving the
Torah on Har Sinai, precipitates the saying of Sheva
Berachot at the Chuppah. For those who missed the
Chuppah, partaking in a festive post Chuppah celebration
offers them the opportunity to reenact the wedding
ceremony and, thereby, make Sheva Berachot. Thus, the
opinion of the Rambam is that anyone who didn’t hear
Sheva Berachot at the Chuppah counts as Panim
Chadashot, as the focus is on the guests’ experience of the
ceremony. Along the same lines of guest focus, the Rosh
argues that Panim Chadashot are defined as those who

Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 62:4)
Kaf HaChaim (Orach Chaim 199:31), Yabia Omer vol. 3 Even
HaEzer 11:6
71
Yabia Omer vol. 3 Even HaEzer 11:10
69
70
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have not yet taken part in the wedding meal, seemingly
also because the guests’ participation in the celebration is
still untapped. Once they eat at a subsequent Sheva
Berachot meal, they can append Sheva Berachot to Birkat
HaMazon.
The two opinions within this approach differ in that,
according to the Rambam, one who chats during the
entire Chuppah ceremony or only arrives after the
Chuppah and leaves before Sheva Berachot at the end of
the meal, still counts towards Sheva Berachot the next day,
as he hasn’t joined in on the Chuppah yet, while according
to the Rosh, once he eats at the meal that follows, he’ll
lose his status. On the other hand, the Rosh would still
count someone who leaves right after the Chuppah as
Panim Chadashot on a later night, while the Rambam
would not.
Making the Chattan and Kallah Happy
Tosafot takes an alternative approach: instead of the focus
being on the experience of the guests, it’s on the Chattan
and Kallah. Panim Chadashot are defined as people for
whom the family puts out more food. If the guests aren’t
going to engender feelings of joy and happiness,
measurable in how they’re received by the host in terms of
additional quantities of food, then they don’t count as
Panim Chadashot. Some variant opinions in Tosafot
don’t actually hold by this measuring stick, but rather
consider anyone for whom the hosts would potentially
serve more food, but not that they have to.
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Practically, this position would not allow one to include a
waiter or random passerby as Panim Chadashot, which is
relevant for Ashkenazim, not Sephardim.72
Lifespan
Another manifestation of their debate can be found in the
lifespan of the Panim Chadashot status: according to the
Rambam and Rosh that it’s all about experiencing the
Chuppah and making up the missed opportunity, it only
takes one meal to make it up. After one Sheva Berachot
meal, they are no longer Panim Chadashot. On the other
hand, for Tosafot, the focus is on engendering feelings of
joy in the couple by the guests’ presence, so the status lasts
an entire day.
Shabbat, Yom Tov, Chol HaMoed, and Rosh Chodesh
Based on a Midrash, the Rishonim develop the idea of
Shabbat counting as Panim Chadashot. For the approach
that increasing the joy of the new couple propagates an
opportunity to recite Sheva Berachot, especially if one
puts out more food in their honor, then Shabbat, a day on
which we enjoy even more food than usual, also serves as
an opportunity to make Sheva Berachot as a substitute for
the Panim Chadashot component.
By this very logic, Seudah Shelishit, which in our society
often consists of just bread with dips, salads, and/or
desserts, would not warrant saying Sheva Berachot; as
such, Sepharadim cannot make Sheva Berachot at Seudah
Shelishit without Panim Chadashot. However, the Rama
tells us that the custom in Europe was for the Chattan to

72

Shalmei Simcha page 353, Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 17:24)
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share words of Torah at Seudah Shelishit, an event which
itself made up for the lack of Simcha inducing impetus
such as food. Therefore, Ashkenazim can make Sheva
Berachot at Seudah Shelishit even without actual Panim
Chadashot, if the Chattan shares words of Torah.73
Alternatively, the Ramban writes that Shabbat is Panim
Chadashot in as much as the probability of there being
actual Panim Chadashot in attendance (presumably,
because everyone is available) is high enough on Shabbat
for it to be fair to generalize that Shabbat is Panim
Chadashot. Perhaps this is reason to believe that the
Chattan’s Derasha at Seudah Shelishit suffices to
supplement Panim Chadashot. More people will attend to
hear it, and, without it, Seudah Shelishit would not be a
well populated event.
Halacha
Shulchan Aruch sides with the Rosh that it all depends on
partaking in the meal, but some Acharonim are stringent
for the Rambam, as well as Tosafot.74

Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 62:8), Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot
17:28). Remarkably, HaRav Mordechai Eliyahu (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch
149:fn.10) derives from the Ben Ish Chai’s language (Shanah Rishonah,
Shoftim 15) that Seudah Shelishit does indeed count as Panim
Chadashot, but Rav Ovadia argues back Safek Berachot LeHaKel.
(Halichot Olam)
74
Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 62:7-8), Shalmei Simcha page 354.
Rav Yitzchak Yosef offers an alternative approach to defining Panim
Chadashot, with either the focus on gladdening the Chattan and Kallah
enough to pass the threshold of reliving the wedding or on the Panim
Chadashot themselves being happy and making up the missed
opportunity. The former fits with the Rosh and the latter with the
Rambam. Essentially, it’s the same as the above, by moving the Rosh
into Tosafot’s camp. Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 17:fn. 25).
73
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How Many
For Ashkenazim, one new face is sufficient to make Sheva
Berachot, while Sepharadim need two.75 They themselves
should be adult males, not women or children.76

Seudah (Meal)
The custom of the Geonim in Bavel and even a few
Sepharadic communities spanning the past millennium
was to make Sheva Berachot with just a cup of wine but
no Seudah, morning and night, before the meal, as it was
the accustomed time to visit and entertain the new couple.
Later Chachamim argue against it based on the Gemara
and established that Sheva Berachot should not be made
outside the context of a meal with bread.77
How Many People Need to Eat Bread
Different opinions exist with respect to how many of the
ten men have to eat bread or anything at all. For
Sepharadim, at least seven men must eat bread, and the
remaining three should preferably eat an ounce of

He also offers a Safek Sefekah to allow one who ate at the wedding feast
but missed the Chuppah to still count as Panim Chadashot, like the
Rambam. (ibid 17:26)
75
Yabia Omer vol. 3 Even HaEzer 11:1-5, Rav Hershel Schachter
76
Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 17:25)
77
Ramban, Ketubot 7b s.v. “”ופי' פנים חדשות. Remarkably, this custom
lasted until the latter half of the twentieth century in Iran, as HaRav
Eliyahu Ben Chaim, Rosh Yeshiva in YU and Chief Rabbi of the
Mashadi community related to me that they used to make Sheva
Berachot in shul on Shabbat, but he was strongly opposed. HaRav
Shlomo Shoub, Rav of Shaare Torah in Great Neck, shared with me that
when the Persians first came from Iran to America, on the first Shabbat
Sheva Berachot in his shul, they told him after Mussaf to make Sheva
Berachot. In a cunning and non-confrontational way, he abolished the
Minhag by telling them to wait until Kiddush so they would forget
about it and then by not reminding them.
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something, even a salad or dessert. Some Ashkenazim are
more lenient and can make Sheva Berachot if even only
three people eat bread.
The Panim Chadashot themselves don’t necessarily have
to eat at all for Sheva Berachot to be recited, but those
Sepharadi attendees who recite the Sheva Berachot must
be one of those who ate bread. Ashkenazim allow one to
recite Sheva Berachot even without eating.78
Presence of Chattan and Kallah
Before Birkat HaMazon, the custom is to seat the Chattan
and Kallah together, though it’s not necessary to do so. If
the Chattan and Kallah were both present and ate bread at
the beginning of the meal, the guests may make Sheva
Berachot, even if one or the other left in the middle. If,
however, one of them was not present at the beginning or
didn’t eat, Sheva Berachot may not be recited. Ashkenazim
do not require them to eat bread, though.79

Musical Chalices
In order not to cram many Mitzvot into one medium (Ein
Osin Mitzvot Chavilot Chavilot), we use two cups of
wine when making Sheva Berachot after Birkat HaMazon,
as Birkat HaMazon and Sheva Beracot are two separate
Yabia Omer vol. 3 Even HaEzer 11:6-9, Rav Mordechai Eliyahu
(“Hilchot Shidduchim and Chatunah” by R’ Shmuel Eliyahu). Rav
Soloveitchik himself once said all the Sheva Berachot even without
eating, potentially because he was Panim Chadashot. (Nefesh HaRav
page 278). Shalmei Simcha page 355-356.
79
Yabia Omer vol. 6 Even HaEzer 9, Rav Mordechai Eliyahu ibid.
Shalmei Simcha page 323, 355. Though Rav Ovadia is in favor of
seating them together, as a Minhag with lofty foundations, Rav Yitzchak
Yosef prefers the Kallah be in earshot of those making the Berachot so
she can answer Amen. (Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 17:32))
78
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Mitzvot. First, the one making the Zimmun holds his cup
through the Birkat HaMazon, then, Sheva Berachot, from
Shehakol Bara Lichvodo through Asher Bara, are recited
over the second cup. Finally, the one who lead the
Zimmun says HaGefen for everybody, he and the one
who said Asher Bara take a sip, and then they mix the two
cups together before giving to the couple to take a sip.
Sepharadim argue that these two Mitzvot are tightly
connected: Birkat HaMazon at a Seudah for the Chattan
and Kallah precipitates Sheva Berachot. Therefore, there
should only be one cup, but the tradition for generations
has been not so.80

When Lacking Components
If three or more adults, including the Chattan, eat
together, but are lacking Panim Chadashot or a Minyan,
though, they cannot recite all of the Sheva Berachot, they
may still begin Birkat HaMazon with Shehasimcha
Bimono and conclude with HaGefen first and then Asher
Bara with only one cup.81 Nevertheless, Ashkenazim
refrain from doing so if there are no non-relatives/invited
guests among the three.82 Without a Seudah, they may not
make Sheva Berachot, and regarding Beit Chattanim, see
page 44.

Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 62:9), Shu”t Chazon Ovadia vol. 2
Siman 48, Yabia Omer vol. 9 Even HaEzer 22, Yalkut Yosef (Sova
Semachot 17:7)
81
Shu”t Chazon Ovadia vol. 2 Siman 48, Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot
17:8)
82
Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 62:7), Yabia Omer vol. 2 Even
HaEzer 6:6, vol. 3 Even HaEzer 11:9
80
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Work and Other Activities
By function of his temporary status of royalty83 (Chattan
Domeh LeMelemch), and as a means of rejoicing with
and solidifying his relationship with his bride, the Chattan
is obligated to spend the week of Sheva Berachot at home
with his wife. There is certainly Halachic ground to
permit the husband to go to work, if not going entails a
major financial loss, and the Kallah is willing forgo her
rights to his time, as it’s ultimately her entitlement.84
Another function of being Domeh LeMelech is the
Ashkenazi custom for the Chattan not to go anywhere
alone during the seven days of Sheva Berachot.

Calculating the Seven Days
The seven days of Sheva Berachot begin with Sheva
Berachot under the Chuppah, not the couple’s Yichud
(seclusion), and end seven Halachic days later at sunset.
For example, for a Sunday wedding in the summer, where
the Chuppah will take place while the sun is still out, the
last day will be Shabbat, while, for a Sunday wedding in
the winter, where the Chuppah will take place after sunset,
the last day will be Sunday. At the same time, with respect
to omitting Tachanun and not going to work, one should

Just as king does not go to work or travel alone, so, too, a Chattan
may not do either.
84
The prohibition on doing work is no worse than on Chol HaMoed
()הויא עליה כרגל. See Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 64:1) and
commentaries. Yabia Omer vol. 4 Even HaEzer 8
83
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do so up until seven days from when the couple was
secluded.85

A Year of Bliss
Shanah Rishonah
The Rambam counts a unique Mitzvah for the Chattan to
spend the first year of his marriage at home spending time
and rejoicing with his new wife.86

Learning Torah and Setting a Tone
To lay the foundations of a Jewish home, a bastion of
Torah and Chesed, the Chattan should set up regular
times for studying Torah, whether by attending Shiurim,
finding a study partner, or learning independently. It’s his
wife’s responsibility to encourage him and support him in
the endeavors that will ultimately shape their home and
family.87

Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 62:6), Yabia Omer vol. 5 Even
HaEzer 8 and Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 3:17, 17:12-17). Rav
Ovadia makes heavy use of Safek Berachot LeHakel to avoid making
Sheva Berachot beyond the seventh day. As such, if the last day of Sheva
Berachot is Shabbat and Seudah Shelishit goes past the end of Shabbat,
he argues not to make Sheva Berachot, against the Shevet HaLevi.
However, he does permit making them during Bein HaShemashot, and if
the meal finished after Bein HaShemashot, to still open with
Shehasimcha Bimono. On the other hand, if they davened Arvit before
sunset and then performed the Chuppah (Even though they’ve already
accepted the next day, the seven days are counted from the previous day,
with respect to Sheva Berachot.) Shalmei Simcha page 374.
86
Sefer HaMitzvot (Mitzvat Aseh 214)
87
Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot 11:9)
85
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Peru uRevu (Having Children)
It goes without saying that one of the critical components
of a marriage is transmitting the Torah values on to the
next generation. Every Jewish man has the obligation to
bring children into this world, and his wife has
responsibility of assisting. The couple would be remiss if
children weren’t on their radar, and they should speak to a
competent Halachic authority if they seek to delay it and
determine the Halachically permissible way of doing so.88

88

Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 1)
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)Birkat HaMazon (Ashkenaz
ִׁשיר הַ ַּמעֲ לוֹּת ,בְ ׁשּוב ְי ָי אֶ ת ִׁשיבַ ת ִציוֹּן הָ יִינּו כְ חֹּ לְ ִמיםָ :אז י ִָּמלֵא ְשחוֹּק פִ ינּו
גְדיל ְי ָי ַלעֲ שוֹּת ִעם אֵ לֶהִ :הג ְִדיל ְי ָי לַעֲ שוֹּת
ֹּאמרּו בַ ג ֹּויִם ִה ִ
ּולְ ׁש ֹּונֵנּו ִרנָהָ ,אז י ְ
יקים בַ ֶנגֶב :הַ ז ְֹּרעִ ים בְ ִד ְמעָ ה
יתנּו כַאֲ פִ ִ
ִע ָּמנו ,הָ יִינּו ְשמֵ ִחיםׁ :שּובָ ה ְי ָי אֶ ת ְׁשבִ ֵ
בְ ִרנָה י ְִקצֹּרּו :הָ לוְֹּך ֵילְֵך ּובָ כֹּה נֹּ ֵשא מֶ ֶׁשְך הַ ז ַָרע ,בֹּא יָבֹּ א בְ ִרנָה ,נֹּ שֵ א אֲ לֻּמֹּ ָתיו:

המזמן אומרַ :רבו ַֹּתי נְ בָ ֵרְך:
המסובים עוניםְ :י ִהי ֵׁשם ְי ָי ְמב ָֹּרְך מֵ עַ ָתה וְ עַ ד ע ֹּולָם:
המזמן חוזרְ :י ִהי ֵׁשם ְי ָי ְמב ָֹּרְך מֵ עַ ָתה וְ עַ ד ע ֹּולָם:
המזמן אומרְ :דוַ י הָ סֵ ר וְ גַם חָ רוֹּן .וְ ָאז ִאלֵם ְב ִׁשיר יָרוֹּן .נְ חֵ נּו
מָ ְעגְ לֵי צֶ דֶ קְׁ .שעֵ ה ִב ְרכַת ְבנֵי יְׁשּורּוןְ ,בנֵי ָאהֲ רֹּןִ .ב ְרׁשּות מָ ָרנָן
וְ ַרבו ַֹּתי נְ בָ ֵרְך (בעשרה :אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו) ֶׁשהשמחה במעונו ֶׁשָאכַלְ נּו
ִמ ֶשל ֹּו:
המסובים עונים :בָ רּוְך (בעשרה :אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו) ֶׁשהשמחה במעונו
ּובטּוב ֹּו חָ יִינּו:
ֶׁשָאכַלְ נּו ִמ ֶשל ֹּו ְ
בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְי ָי אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָם ,הַ זָן אֶ ת הָ ע ֹּולָם כֻלוְ ,בטּוב ֹּו
ּוב ַרחֲ ִמים ,הּוא נו ֵֹּתן לֶחֶ ם לְ כָל בָ ָשר ,כִ י לְ ע ֹּולָם
ְבחֵ ן ְבחֶ סֶ ד ְ
ּובטּוב ֹּו הַ גָדוֹּל ָת ִמיד ֹלא ָח ַסר לָנּו וְ ַאל י ְֶחסַ ר לָנּו מָ זוֹּן
חַ ְסד ֹּוְ .
ּומפַ ְרנֵס ַלכֹּל
לְ ע ֹּולָם וָ עֶ ד ,בַ עֲ בּור ְׁשמ ֹּו הַ גָדוֹּל ,כִ י הּוא אֵ ל זָן ְ
ּומֵ ִטיב ַלכֹּל ּומֵ כִ ין מָ זוֹּן לְ כָל ְב ִריו ָֹּתיו אֲ ֶׁשר בָ ָרא .כָָאמּור ,פו ֵֹּתחַ
אֶ ת יָדֶ ָך ּומַ ְש ִביעַ לְ כָל חַ י ָרצוֹּן .בָ רּוְך אַ ָתה ְי ָי ,הַ זָן אֶ ת הַ כֹּל:
נוֹּדֶ ה לְ ָך ְי ָי אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו ,עַ ל ֶׁש ִהנְ חַ לְ ָת לַאֲ בו ֵֹּתינּו אֶ ֶרץ חֶ ְמ ָדה טוֹּבָ ה
יתנּו
ּופ ִד ָ
אתנּו ְי ָי אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֵ אֶ ֶרץ ִמ ְצ ַריִ םְ ,
ְּורחָ בָ ה ,וְ עַ ל ֶׁשהוֹּצֵ ָ
יתָך ֶׁש ָח ַת ְמ ָת ִב ְב ָש ֵרנּו ,וְ עַ ל תו ָֹּר ְתָך
ִמבֵ ית עֲ בָ ִדים ,וְ עַ ל ְב ִר ְ
ֶׁשלִ ּמַ ְד ָתנּו ,וְ עַ ל חֻ ֶקיָך ֶׁשהו ַֹּד ְע ָתנּו ,וְ עַ ל חַ יִים חֵ ן וָ חֶ סֶ ד
ּומפַ ְרנֵס או ָֹּתנּו ָת ִמיד,
ֶׁשח ֹּונַנְ ָתנּו ,וְ עַ ל אֲ כִ ילַת ָמזוֹּן ָׁש ַא ָתה זָן ְ
ּובכָל ָׁשעָ ה:
ּובכָל עֵ ת ְ
ְבכָל יוֹּם ְ
נִסים וְ עַ ל הַ פ ְֻר ָקן וְ עַ ל הַ גְ בּורוֹּת וְ עַ ל הַ ְתׁשּועוֹּת וְ עַ ל
לחנוכה ולפורים :עַ ל הַ ִ
ית לַאֲ בוֹּתֵ ינּו בַ י ִָמים הָ הֵ ם בַ זְ ַמן הַ זֶה.
הַ ִּמלְ ָחמוֹּת ֶׁשעָ ִש ָ
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לחנוכה :בִ ימֵ י ַמ ִת ְתיָהו בֶ ן יו ָֹּחנָן כֹּהֵ ן גָדוֹּל חַ ְׁשמ ֹּונ ִָאי ּובָ נָיו כְ ֶׁשעָ ְמ ָדה ַמלְ כּות
יחם ִמתו ָֹּר ָתְך ּולְ הַ עֲ בִ ָירם מֵ חֻ קֵ י ְרצ ֹּונְָך
הׁשכִ ָ
יָוָ ן הָ ְר ָׁשעָ ה עַ ל עַ ְּמָך י ְִש ָראֵ ל לְ ַ
נְת אֶ ת ִדינָם
וְ ַא ָתה בְ ַרחֲ מֶ יָך הָ ַרבִ ים עָ ַמ ְד ָת לָהֶ ם בְ עֵ ת צָ ָר ָתם ַרבְ ָת אֶ ת ִריבָ ם ַד ָ
ּוטמֵ ִאים
נ ַָק ְמ ָת אֶ ת נִ ְק ָמ ָתם ָמסַ ְר ָת גִבו ִֹּרים בְ יַד חַ ל ִָׁשים וְ ַרבִ ים בְ יַד ְמעַ ִטים ְ
ית ׁשֵ ם
יקים וְ ז ִֵדים בְ יַד עו ְֹּס ֵקי תו ָֹּר ֶתָך ּולְ ָך עָ ִש ָ
בְ יַד ְטהו ִֹּרים ְּור ָׁשעִ ים בְ יַד צַ ִד ִ
ית ְתׁשּועָ ה גְ ד ֹּולָה ּופ ְֻר ָקן כְ הַ יוֹּם הַ זֶה
גָדוֹּל וְ ָקדוֹּׁש בְ ע ֹּולָמָ ְך ּולְ עַ ְּמָך י ְִש ָראֵ ל עָ ִש ָ
ת־מ ְקדָ ֶׁשָך וְ ִה ְדלִ יקּו
יתָך ּופִ נּו אֶ ת הֵ י ָכלֶָך וְ ִטהֲ רּו אֶ ִ
ַאחר כְָך בָ אּו בָ נֶיָך לִ ְדבִ יר בֵ ֶ
וְ ַ
נֵרוֹּת בְ ַחצְ רוֹּת ָק ְד ֶׁשָך וְ ָקבְ עּו ְׁשמ ֹּונַת יְמֵ י חֲ נֻכָה אֵ לּו לְ הוֹּדוֹּת ּולְ הַ לֵל לְ ִׁש ְמָך
הַ גָדוֹּל.
ׁשּוׁשן הַ בִ ָירה כְ ֶׁשעָ ַמד עֲ לֵיהֶ ם הָ מָ ן הָ ָר ָׁשע בִ קֵ ׁש
ַ
לפורים :בִ ימֵ י מָ ְר ְדכַי וְ אֶ ְס ֵתר בְ
ְהּודים ִמנַעַ ר וְ עַ ד זָקֵ ן טַ ף וְ נ ִָׁשים בְ יוֹּם אֶ חָ ד
לְ הַ ְׁש ִמיד לַהֲ רוֹּג ּולְ ַאבֵ ד אֶ ת־כָל־הַ י ִ
ּוׁש ָללָם לָבוֹּז וְ ַא ָתה בְ ַרחֲ מֶ יָך
ֹלׁשה עָ ָשר לְ חֹּדֶ ׁש ְׁשנֵים עָ ָשר הּוא חֹּדֶ ׁש אֲ ָדר ְ
בִ ְׁש ָ
הָ ַרבִ ים הֵ פַ ְר ָת אֶ ת עֲ צָ ת ֹּו וְ ִקלְ ַקלְ ָת אֶ ת ַמחֲ ַׁשבְ ת ֹּו וַ הֲ ֵׁשבו ָֹּת־ל ֹּו גְ מּול ֹּו בְ רֹּאׁש ֹּו
ית ִע ָּמהֶ ם נִ ִסים וְ נִפְ לָאוֹּת וְ נוֹּדֶ ה לְ ִׁש ְמָך
וְ ָתלּו אוֹּת ֹּו וְ אֶ ת בָ נָיו עַ ל הָ עֵ ץ וְ עָ ִש ָ
הַ גָדוֹּל סֶ לָה.

ּומבָ ְרכִ ים או ָֹּתְךִ ,י ְתבָ ַרְך
וְ עַ ל הַ כֹּל ְי ָי אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו אֲ נ ְַחנּו מו ִֹּדים לְָך ְ
ִׁש ְמָך ְב ִפי כָל חַ י ָת ִמיד לְ ע ֹּולָם וָ עֶ דַ ,ככָתּוב ,וְ ָאכַלְ ָת וְ ָשבָ ְע ָת
ָארץ הַ טֹּבָ ה אֲ ֶׁשר נ ַָתן לְָך .בָ רּוְך
ּובֵ ַרכְ ָת אֶ ת ְי ָי אֱ ֹלהֶ יָך עַ ל הָ ֶ
ָארץ וְ עַ ל הַ ּמָ זוֹּן:
אַ ָתה יְי ,עַ ל הָ ֶ
ְרּוׁשלַיִ ם ִע ֶירָך ,וְ עַ ל
ַרחֶ ם נָא ְי ָי אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו עַ ל י ְִש ָראֵ ל עַ ּמֶ ָך ,וְ עַ ל י ָ
ִציוֹּן ִמ ְׁשכַן כְ בוֹּדֶ ָך ,וְ עַ ל מַ לְ כּות בֵ ית ָדוִ ד ְמ ִׁשיחֶ ָך ,וְ עַ ל הַ בַ יִת
ָאבינּוְ ,רעֵ נּו זּונֵנּו
הַ גָדוֹּל וְ הַ ָקדוֹּׁש ֶׁשנִ ְק ָרא ִׁש ְמָך עָ לָיו .אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּוִ ,
פַ ְרנְ סֵ נּו וְ כַלְ כְ לֵנּו וְ הַ ְרוִ יחֵ נּו ,וְ הַ ְרוַ ח ָלנּו ְי ָי אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו ְמהֵ ָרה ִמכָל
צָ רו ֵֹּתינּו .וְ נָא ַאל ַת ְצ ִריכֵנּו ְי ָי אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו ֹלא לִ ידֵ י מַ ְתנַת בָ ָשר וָ ָדם
ָאתם .כִ י ִאם לְ י ְָדָך הַ ְּמלֵָאה ,הַ ְפתּוחָ ה ,הַ ְקדו ָֹּׁשה
וְ ֹלא לִ ידֵ י הַ לְ וָ ָ
וְ הָ ְרחָ בָ הֶׁ ,שֹּלא נֵבוֹּׁש וְ ֹלא נִ ָכלֵם לְ ע ֹּולָם וָ עֶ ד:
יעי
בשבת מוסיפיםְ :רצֵ ה וְ הַ חֲ לִ יצֵ נּו ְי ָי אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו בְ ִמ ְצו ֶֹּתיָך ּובְ ִמ ְצוַ ת יוֹּם הַ ְשבִ ִ
הַ ַשבָ ת הַ גָדוֹּל וְ הַ ָקדוֹּׁש הַ זֶה כִ י יוֹּם זֶה גָדוֹּל וְ ָקדוֹּׁש הּוא לְ פָ נֶיָך לִ ְׁשבָ ת ב ֹּו
ִיח לָנּו ְי ָי אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו ׁשֶ ֹּלא ְתהֵ א צָ ָרה
ָנּוח ב ֹּו בְ ַאהֲ בָ ה כְ ִמ ְצוַ ת ְרצ ֹּונֶָך ּובִ ְרצוֹּנְ ָך הָ נ ַ
וְ ל ַ
נּוח ֵתנּו וְ הַ ְראֵ נּו ְי ָי אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו בְ נ ֶָח ַמת צִ יוֹּן עִ ֶירָך ּובְ בִ נְ יַן
וְ יָגוֹּן וַ אֲ נ ָָחה בְ יוֹּם ְמ ָ
ְרּוׁש ַליִם ִעיר ָק ְדׁשֶ ָך כִ י ַא ָתה הּוא בַ עַ ל הַ יְׁשּועוֹּת ּובַ עַ ל הַ נ ֶָחמוֹּת:
י ָ
בותינּו .יַעֲ לֶה וְ יָבוא
בראש חודש יום טוב וחול המועד :אֱ להֵ ינּו וֵאלהֵ י אֲ ֵ
וְ יַגִ יעַ  .וְ י ֵָראֶ ה וְ י ֵָרצֶ ה וְ י ִָש ַמע .וְ יִפָ קֵ ד וְ ִי ָזכֵר זִ כְ רונֵנּו ּופִ ְקדונֵנּו וְ זִ כְ רון אֲ בותֵ ינּו.
ְרּוׁש ַליִם ִעיר ָק ְדׁשֶ ָך .וְ זִכְ רון כָל עַ ְּמָך בֵ ית
וְ זִ כְ רון מָ ִׁשיחַ בֶ ן ָדוִ ד עַ בְ דֶ ָך .וְ זִכְ רון י ָ
ֵיטה לְ טובָ ה .לְ חֵ ן ּולְ חֶ סֶ ד ּולְ ַרחֲ ִמים .לְ ַחיִים ּולְ ָׁשלום בְ יום:
ִשראֵ ל .לְ פָ נֶיָך .לִ פְ ל ָ
י ָ
בראש חדש  -ראׁש הַ חדֶ ׁש :בפסח ַ -חג הַ ַּמּצות :בסוכות ַ -חג הַ סֻ כות :הַ זֶה.
הוׁשיעֵ נּו בו לְ חַ יִיםּ .ובִ ְדבַ ר
זָכְ ֵרנּו ה' אֱ להֵ ינּו בו לְ טובָ הּ .ופָ ְקדֵ נּו בו לִ בְ ָרכָה .וְ ִ
הוׁשיעֵ נּו .כִ י אֵ לֶיָך עֵ ינֵינּו .כִ י אֵ ל מֶ לְֶך
יְׁשּועָ ה וְ ַרחֲ ִמים חּוס וְ ָחנֵנּו וְ ַרחֵ ם עָ לֵינּו וְ ִ
ַחנּון וְ ַרחּום ָא ָתה:
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ְרּוׁש ַליִם ִעיר הַ ֹּקדֶ ׁש ִב ְמהֵ ָרה ְביָמֵ ינּו .בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְי ָי ,ב ֹּונֵה
ּובנֵה י ָ
ְ
רּוׁש ָליִםָ .אמֵ ן:
ְב ַרחֲ מָ יו ְי ָ
ָאבינּו ,מַ לְ כֵנּו,
בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְי ָי אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָם ,הָ אֵ ל ִ
ֹּׁשנּו ְקדוֹּׁש יַעֲ קֹּב ,רוֹּעֵ נּו
אַ ִד ֵירנּו ,בו ְֹּראֵ נּו ,גוֹּאֲ לֵנּו ,יו ְֹּצ ֵרנּוְ ,קדו ֵ
רוֹּעֵ ה י ְִש ָראֵ ל .הַ ּמֶ לְֶך הַ טוֹּב וְ הַ ּמֵ ִטיב ַלכֹּלֶׁ ,ש ְבכָל יוֹּם וָ יוֹּם הּוא
ֵיטיב לָנּו .הּוא גְ מָ לָנּו הּוא גו ְֹּמלֵנּו הּוא
הֵ ִטיב הּוא מֵ ִטיב הּוא י ִ
ִיגְ ְמלֵנּו לָעַ ד לְ חֵ ן ּולְ חֶ סֶ ד ּולְ ַרחֲ ִמים ּולְ ֶרוַ ח ,הַ ּצָ לָה וְ הַ ְצלָחָ ה,
ְב ָרכָה וִ יׁשּועָ ה ,נֶחָ מָ ה ,פַ ְרנָסָ ה וְ כַלְ ָכלָה ,וְ ַרחֲ ִמים וְ חַ ִיים וְ ָׁשלוֹּם
ּומכָל טּוב לְ ע ֹּולָם ַאל יְחַ ְס ֵרנּו .אמן:
וְ כָל טוֹּבִ ,
הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא י ְִמֹלְך עָ לֵינּו לְ ע ֹּולָם וָ עֶ ד .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא יִ ְתבָ ַרְך
ָארץ .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא י ְִׁש ַתבַ ח לְ דוֹּר דו ִֹּרים ,וְ יִ ְתפָ ַאר בָ נּו
בַ ָשמַ יִם ּובָ ֶ
לָעַ ד ּולְ נֵצַ ח נְ צָ ִחים ,וְ יִ ְתהַ ַדר בָ נּו לָעַ ד ּולְ עוֹּלְ מֵ י ע ֹּול ִָמים.
הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא יְפַ ְרנְ סֵ נּו ְבכָבוֹּד .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא י ְִׁשבֹּר עֻ לֵנּו מֵ עַ ל
ַארצֵ נּו .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא י ְִׁשלַח
ארנּו וְ הּוא יוֹּלִ יכֵנּו קו ְֹּמ ִמיּות לְ ְ
צַ ּוָ ֵ
לָנּו ְב ָרכָה ְמרֻ בָ ה בַ בַ יִ ת הַ זֶה וְ עַ ל ׁשֻ לְ חָ ן זֶה ֶׁשָאכַלְ נּו עָ לָיו.
הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא י ְִׁשלַח לָנּו אֶ ת אֵ לִ יָהּו הַ נ ִָביא זָכּור לַטוֹּב וִ יבַ ֶשר
לָנּו ְבשוֹּרוֹּת טוֹּבוֹּת יְׁשּועוֹּת וְ נֶחָ מוֹּת .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא יְבָ ֵרְך אֶ ת
ָאבי מו ִֹּרי בַ עַ ל הַ בַ יִ ת הַ זֶה וְ אֶ ת ִא ִּמי מו ָֹּר ִתי בַ עֲ לַת הַ בַ יִת הַ זֶה,
ִ
יתם וְ אֶ ת ז ְַרעָ ם וְ אֶ ת כָל אֲ ֶׁשר לָהֶ ם ,או ָֹּתנּו וְ אֶ ת
או ָֹּתם וְ אֶ ת בֵ ָ
ַאב ָרהָ ם יִ ְצחָ ק וְ יַעֲ קֹּב,
כָל אֲ ֶׁשר לָנּו ,כְ מ ֹּו ֶׁשנִ ְתבָ ְרכּו אֲ בו ֵֹּתינּו ְ
בַ כֹּלִ ,מ ֹּכל ,כֹּל ,כֵן יְבָ ֵרְך או ָֹּתנּו ֻכלָנּו יַחַ ד ִב ְב ָרכָה ְׁשלֵמָ ה ,וְ נֹּ אמַ ר
ָאמֵ ן .בַ ּמָ רוֹּם ְיל ְַּמדּו עֲ לֵיהֶ ם וְ עָ לֵינּו זְ כּות ֶׁש ְתהֵ א לְ ִמ ְׁשמֶ ֶרת
ּוצ ָד ָקה מֵ אֱ ֹלהֵ י י ְִׁשעֵ נּו ,וְ נִ ְמצָ א חֵ ן
ָׁשלוֹּם ,וְ נִ ָשא ְב ָרכָה מֵ אֵ ת יְיְ ,
ָאדם.
ֹלהים וְ ָ
וְ ֵשכֶל טוֹּב ְבעֵ ינֵי אֱ ִ
נּוחה לְ ַחיֵי הָ ע ֹּול ִָמים.
ּומ ָ
ַנְחילֵנּו יוֹּם ֶׁשכֻל ֹּו ַׁשבָ ת ְ
בשבת :הָ ַרחֲ ָמן הּוא י ִ

הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא ְי ַזכֵנּו לִ ימוֹּת הַ מָ ִׁשיחַ ּולְ חַ יֵי הָ ע ֹּולָם הַ בָ א .מַ גְ ִדיל
בשבת וביו"טִ :מגְ דוֹּל יְׁשּועוֹּת מַ לְ כ ֹּו וְ ע ֶֹּשה חֶ סֶ ד לִ ְמ ִׁשיח ֹּו
לְ ָדוִ ד ּולְ ז ְַרע ֹּו עַ ד ע ֹּולָם .ע ֶֹּשה ָׁשלוֹּם ִב ְמרוֹּמָ יו הּוא יַעֲ ֶשה ָׁשלוֹּם
עָ לֵינּו וְ עַ ל כָל י ְִש ָראֵ ל וְ ִא ְמרּו ָאמֵ ן :יְ ראּו אֶ ת יְ ָי ְקדו ָֹּׁשיו כִ י אֵ ין
מַ ְחסוֹּר לִ ֵירָאיו :כְ ִפ ִירים ָרׁשּו וְ ָרעֵ בּו וְ דו ְֹּר ֵׁשי ְי ָי ֹלא י ְַח ְסרּו כָל
טוֹּב :הוֹּדּו ַל ְי ָי כִ י טוֹּב כִ י לְ ע ֹּולָם ַח ְסד ֹּו :פו ֵֹּתחַ אֶ ת יָדֶ ָך
ּומַ ְש ִביעַ לְ כָל חַ י ָרצוֹּן :בָ רּוְך הַ גֶבֶ ר אֲ ֶׁשר י ְִבטַ ח בַ ְי ָי וְ הָ יָה ְי ָי
יתי צַ ִדיק ֶנ ֱעזָב וְ ז ְַרע ֹּו
ִיתי גַם ז ַָקנְ ִתי וְ ֹלא ָר ִא ִ
ִמ ְבטַ ח ֹּו :נַעַ ר הָ י ִ
ְמבַ ֶקׁש לָחֶ םְ :י ָי עֹּז לְ עַ ּמ ֹּו י ִֵתן ְי ָי יְ בָ ֵרְך אֶ ת עַ ּמ ֹּו בַ ָשלוֹּם.
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For the plain text of Sheva Berachot, see page 63, and for
the transliterated text, see page 37.

Birkat HaMazon (Edot
)HaMizrach/Sepharadim
אֲ בָ ְרכָ ה אֶ ת יְהֹּוָ ה בְ כָל עֵ ת ָת ִמיד ְת ִהלָת ֹּו בְ פִ י :סוֹּף דָ בָ ר הַ כֹּל נ ְִׁש ָמע אֶ ת
ָאדםְ :ת ִהלַת יְהֹּוָ ה י ְַדבֵ ר פִ י וִ יבָ ֵרְך
ֹלהים י ְָרא וְ אֶ ת ִמ ְצו ָֹּתיו ְׁשמֹּ ר כִ י זֶה כָל הָ ָ
הָ אֱ ִ
כָ ל בָ ָשר ֵׁשם ָק ְדׁש ֹּו לְ ע ֹּולָם וָ עֶ ד :וַ אֲ נ ְַחנּו נְבָ ֵרְך יָה מֵ עַ ָתה וְ עַ ד ע ֹּולָם הַ לְ לּויָּה:
וַ י ְַדבֵ ר אֵ לַי זֶה הַ שֻ לְ חָ ן אֲ ֶׁשר לִ פְ נֵי יְהֹּוָ ה:
אם המסובים שלושה או יותר חייבים לזמן ככתוב כאן

ויאמר המזמן ברשותכם ויש אומרים :הַ ב לָן וְ נִ ְב ִריְך לְ מַ לְ כָא ִעלָָאה
יׁשא:
ַק ִד ָ
והמסובים עונים :שמים
יׁשא וברשותכם נְ בָ ֵרְך
ואומר המזמןִ :ב ְרׁשּות מַ לְ כָא ִעלָָאה ַק ִד ָ
(בעשרה ויותר :אלהינו) ֶׁשהשמחה במעונו ֶׁשָאכַלְ נּו ִמ ֶשל ֹּו:
והמסובים עונים :בָ רּוְך (בעשרה ויותר :אלהינו) ֶׁשהשמחה במעונו
ּובטּוב ֹּו חָ יִינּו:
ֶׁשָאכַלְ נּו ִמ ֶשל ֹּו ְ
ּובטּוב ֹּו חָ יִינּו:
והמסובים עונים :בָ רּוְך (אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו) ֶׁשָאכַלְ נּו ִמ ֶשל ֹּו ְ
בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָם ,הָ אֵ ל הַ זָן או ָֹּתנּו וְ אֶ ת
ּוב ַרחֲ ִמים ַר ִבים ,נֹּ ֵתן
הָ ע ֹּולָם כֻל ֹּו ְבטּוב ֹּוְ ,בחֵ ן ְבחֶ סֶ ד ְב ֵריוַ ח ְ
ּובטּוב ֹּו הַ גָדוֹּלָ ,ת ִמיד ֹלא
לֶחֶ ם לְ כָל בָ ָשר .כִ י לְ ע ֹּולָם חַ ְסד ֹּוְ :
חָ סַ ר לָנּו ,וְ ַאל י ְֶחסַ ר לָנּו ָמזוֹּן ָת ִמיד לְ ע ֹּולָם וָ עֶ ד .כִ י הּוא אֵ ל זָן
ּומפַ ְרנֵס ַלכֹּל ,וְ ׁשֻ לְ חָ נ ֹּו עָ רּוְך ַלכֹּל ,וְ ִה ְת ִקין ִמ ְחיָה ּומָ זוֹּן לְ כָל
ְ
ּוברוֹּב חֲ סָ ָדיו ,כָָאמּור .פו ֵֹּתחַ אֶ ת
ְב ִריו ָֹּתיו אֲ ֶׁשר בָ ָרא ְב ַרחֲ מָ יו ְ
יָדֶ ָךּ .ומַ ְש ִביעַ לְ כָל חַ י ָרצוֹּן :בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה הַ זָן אֶ ת הַ כֹּל:
נוֹּדֶ ה לְ ָך ְיהֹּוָ ה אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו ,עַ ל ֶׁש ִהנְ חַ לְ ָת לַאֲ בו ֵֹּתינּו אֶ ֶרץ חֶ ְמ ָדה
אתנּו מֵ אֶ ֶרץ
טוֹּבָ ה ְּור ָחבָ הְ ,ב ִרית וְ ת ֹּו ָרה ,חַ יִים ּומָ זוֹּן .עַ ל ֶׁשהוֹּצֵ ָ
יתָך ֶׁש ָח ַת ְמ ָת ִב ְב ָש ֵרנּו.
יתנּו ִמבֵ ית עֲ בָ ִדים .וְ עַ ל ְב ִר ְ
ּופ ִד ָ
ִמ ְצ ַר ִיםְ ,
59

וְ עַ ל תו ָֹּר ְתָך ֶׁשלִ ּמַ ְד ָתנּו .וְ עַ ל חֻ ֵקי ְרצ ֹּונְָך ֶׁשהו ַֹּד ְע ָתנּו .וְ עַ ל חַ יִים
ּומפַ ְרנֵס או ָֹּתנּו:
ּומָ זוֹּן ֶׁשאַ ָתה זָן ְ
בחנוכה ופורים אומרים כאן על הניסים:
עַ ל הַ נִ ִסים וְ עַ ל הַ פ ְֻר ָקן וְ עַ ל הַ גְ בּורוֹּת וְ עַ ל הַ ְתׁשּועוֹּת וְ עַ ל הַ נִפְ לָאוֹּת וְ עַ ל
ית לַאֲ בו ֵֹּתינּו בַ י ִָמים הָ הֵ ם בַ זְ ַמן הַ זֶה.
הַ נ ֶָחמוֹּת ֶׁשעָ ִש ָ
בחנוכה אומרים :בִ ימֵ י מַ ִת ְתיָה בֶ ן יו ָֹּחנָן כֹּהֵ ן גָדוֹּל ַח ְׁשמ ֹּונ ִָאי ּובָ נָיו כְ ֶׁשעָ ְמ ָדה
ַמלְ כּות יָוָ ן הָ ְר ָׁשעָ ה עַ ל עַ ְּמָך י ְִש ָראֵ ל לְ ַׁשכְ ָחם תו ָֹּר ָתְך ּולְ הַ עֲ בִ ָירם מֵ חֻ ֵקי ְרצ ֹּונְָך
נְת אֶ ת ִדינָם
וְ ַא ָתה בְ ַרחֲ מֶ יָך הָ ַרבִ ים עָ ַמ ְד ָת לָהֶ ם בְ עֵ ת צָ ָר ָתם ַרבְ ָת אֶ ת ִריבָ ם ַד ָ
ּוטמֵ ִאים
נ ַָק ְמ ָת אֶ ת נִ ְק ָמ ָתם ָמסַ ְר ָת גִבו ִֹּרים בְ יַד חַ ל ִָׁשים וְ ַרבִ ים בְ יַד ְמעַ ִטים ְ
ית ֵׁשם
יקים וְ ז ִֵדים בְ יַד עו ְֹּס ֵקי תו ָֹּר ֶתָך לְ ָך עָ ִש ָ
בְ יַד ְטהו ִֹּרים ְּור ָׁשעִ ים בְ יַד צַ ִד ִ
ית ְתׁשּועָ ה גְ ד ֹּולָה ּופ ְֻר ָקן כְ הַ יוֹּם הַ זֶה
גָדוֹּל וְ ָקדוֹּׁש בְ ע ֹּולָמָ ְך ּולְ עַ ְּמָך י ְִש ָראֵ ל עָ ִש ָ
יתָך ּופִ נּו אֶ ת הֵ י ָכלֶָך וְ ִטהֲ רּו אֶ ת ִמ ְק ָדׁשֶ ָך וְ ִה ְדלִ יקּו
ַאחר כְָך בָ אּו בָ נֶיָך לִ ְדבִ יר בֵ ֶ
וְ ַ
נֵרוֹּת בְ ַחצְ רוֹּת ָק ְד ֶׁשָך וְ ָקבְ עּו ְׁשמ ֹּונַת יְמֵ י חֲ נֻכָה אֵ לּו בְ הַ לֵל גָמּור ּובְ הו ָֹּדָאה,
ית ִע ָּמהֶ ם נִ ִסים וְ נִ פְ לָאוֹּת וְ נוֹּדֶ ה לְ ִׁש ְמָך הַ גָדוֹּל סֶ לָה:
וְ עָ ִש ָ
ׁשּוׁשן הַ בִ ָירה כְ ֶׁשעָ ַמד עֲ לֵיהֶ ם הָ מָ ן
ַ
בפורים אומרים :בִ ימֵ י ָמ ְר ְדכַי וְ אֶ ְסתֵ ר בְ
ְהּודים ִמנַעַ ר וְ עַ ד ז ֵָקן ַטף וְ נ ִָׁשים
הָ ָר ָׁשע בִ ֵקׁש לְ הַ ְׁש ִמיד לַהֲ רוֹּג ּולְ ַאבֵ ד אֶ ת כָל הַ י ִ
ּוׁש ָללָם לָבוֹּז
ֹלׁשה עָ ָשר לְ חֹּדֶ ׁש ְׁשנֵים עָ ָשר הּוא חֹּ דֶ ׁש אֲ דָ ר ְ
בְ יוֹּם אֶ ָחד בִ ְׁש ָ
וְ ַא ָתה בְ ַרחֲ מֶ יָך הָ ַרבִ ים הֵ פַ ְר ָת אֶ ת עֲ צָ ת ֹּו וְ ִקלְ ַקלְ ָת אֶ ת ַמחֲ ַׁשבְ ת ֹּו וַ הֲ ֵׁשבו ָֹּת ל ֹּו
ית ִע ָּמהֶ ם נִ ִסים וְ נִ פְ לָאוֹּת
גְ מּול ֹּו בְ רֹּאׁש ֹּו וְ ָתלּו אוֹּת ֹּו וְ אֶ ת בָ נָיו עַ ל הָ עֵ ץ וְ עָ ִש ָ
וְ נוֹּדֶ ה לְ ִׁש ְמָך הַ גָדוֹּל סֶ לָה:

ּומבָ ְרכִ ים אֶ ת ְׁשמָ ְך
עַ ל הַ כֹּל ְיהֹּוָ ה אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו אֲ נ ְַחנּו מו ִֹּדים לְָך ְ
ָארץ
כָָאמּור וְ ָאכַלְ ָת וְ ָשבָ ְע ָתּ .ובֵ ַרכְ ָת אֶ ת ְיהֹּוָ ה אֱ ֹלהֶ יָך עַ ל הָ ֶ
ָארץ וְ עַ ל הַ ּמָ זוֹּן:
הַ טוֹּבָ ה אֲ ֶׁשר נ ַָתן לְָך :בָ רּוְך אַ ָתה ְיהֹּ וָ ה עַ ל הָ ֶ
רּוׁש ַליִם
ַרחֵ ם ְיהֹּוָ ה אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו עָ לֵינּו וְ עַ ל י ְִש ָראֵ ל עַ ּמָ ְך .וְ עַ ל ְי ָ
ִע ָירְך .וְ עַ ל הַ ר ִציוֹּן ִמ ְׁשכַן כְ בו ָֹּדְך וְ עַ ל הֵ י ָכלְָך .וְ עַ ל ְמע ֹּונְָך .וְ עַ ל
ָאבינּו
ְד ִב ָירְך .וְ עַ ל הַ בַ יִ ת הַ גָדוֹּל וְ הַ ָקדוֹּׁש ֶׁשנִ ְק ָרא ִׁש ְמָך עָ לָיוִ .
ְרעֵ נּו זּונֵנּו .פַ ְרנְ סֵ נּו כַלְ כְ לֵנּו .הַ ְרוִ יחֵ נּו הַ ְרוַ ח לָנּו ְמהֵ ָרה ִמכָל
צָ רו ֵֹּתינּו .וְ נָא ַאל ַת ְצ ִריכֵנּו ְיהֹּוָ ה אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו לִ ידֵ י מַ ְתנוֹּת בָ ָשר
ָאתם .אֶ לָא לְ י ְָדָך הַ ְּמלֵָאה וְ הָ ְרחָ בָ ה.
וָ ָדם .וְ ֹלא לִ ידֵ י הַ לְ וָ ָ
הָ עֲ ִׁש ָירה וְ הַ ְפתּוחָ הְ .י ִהי ָרצוֹּן ֶׁשֹּלא נֵבוֹּׁש בָ ע ֹּולָם הַ זֶה .וְ ֹלא
נִ ָכלֵם לְ ע ֹּולָם הַ בָ אּ .ומַ לְ כּות בֵ ית ָדוִ ד ְמ ִׁשיחָ ְך ַתחֲ זִ ֶיר ָנה
לִ ְמקוֹּמָ ּה ִב ְמהֵ ָרה ְביָמֵ ינּו:
בשבת מוסיפים:
יעי .הַ ַשבָ ת הַ גָדוֹּל
ְרצֵ ה וְ הַ חֲ לִ יצֵ נּו יְהֹּוָ ה אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו בְ ִמ ְצוֹּתֶ יָך ּובְ ִמ ְצוַ ת יוֹּם הַ ְשבִ ִ
ָנּוח ב ֹּו וְ נִ ְתעַ נֵג ב ֹּו
נִׁשבוֹּת ב ֹּו וְ נ ַ
וְ הַ ָקדוֹּׁש הַ זֶה כִ י יוֹּם גָדוֹּל וְ ָקדוֹּׁש הּוא ִמלְ פָ נֶיָךְ .
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נּוח ֵתנּו .וְ הַ ְראֵ נּו בְ נ ֶָח ַמת ִציוֹּן
כְ ִמ ְצוַ ת חֻ ֵקי ְרצ ֹּונְָך .וְ ַאל ְת ִהי צָ ָרה וְ יָגוֹּן בְ יוֹּם ְמ ָ
יתָך
בִ ְמהֵ ָרה בְ יָמֵ ינּו .כִ י ַא ָתה הּוא בַ עַ ל הַ נ ֶָחמוֹּת וַ הֲ גַם ֶׁשָאכַ לְ נּו וְ ָׁש ִתינּו חָ ְרבַ ן בֵ ְ
הַ גָדוֹּל וְ הַ ָקדוֹּׁש ֹלא ָׁשכַ ְחנּוַ .אל ִת ְׁשכָ חֵ נּו ָלנֶצַ ח וְ ַאל ִתזְ נָחֵ נּו לָעַ ד כִ י אֵ ל מֶ לְֶך
גָדוֹּל וְ ָקדוֹּׁש ָא ָתה:
בראש חודש ביום טוב ובחול המועד מוסיפים:
אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו וֵאֹלהֵ י אֲ בו ֵֹּתינּו ,יַעֲ לֶה וְ יָבֹּ א ,וְ יַגִ יעַ וְ י ֵָראֶ ה וְ י ֵָרצֶ ה ,י ִָש ַמע יִפָ ֵקד וְ ִי ָזכֵר,
ְרּוׁש ַליִם ִע ָירְך ,וְ זִ כְ רוֹּן ָמ ִׁשיחַ בֶ ן ָדוִ ד עַ בְ ָדְך,
זִ כְ ר ֹּונֵנּו וְ זִ כְ רוֹּן אֲ בו ֵֹּתינּו ,זִכְ רוֹּן י ָ
וְ זִ כְ רוֹּן כָל עַ ְּמָך בֵ ית י ְִש ָראֵ ל לְ פָ נֶיָך ,לִ פְ ל ֵָטה ,לְ טוֹּבָ ה ,לְ חֵ ן ,לְ חֶ סֶ ד ּולְ ַרחֲ ִמים
לְ ַחיִים טוֹּבִ ים ּולְ ָׁשלוֹּם בְ יוֹּם:
בראש חדש :רֹּאׁש חֹּדֶ ׁש הַ זֶה,
בפסחַ :חג הַ ַּמּצוֹּת הַ זֶה ,בְ יוֹּם (טוב) ִמ ְק ָרא קֹּדֶ ׁש הַ זֶה,
בשבועות :חג השבועות הזה ,בְ יוֹּם (טוב) ִמ ְק ָרא קֹּדֶ ׁש הַ זֶה,
בראש השנה :הזכרון הזה ,בְ יוֹּם (טוב) ִמ ְק ָרא קֹּדֶ ׁש הַ זֶה,
בסוכותַ :חג הַ סֻ כוֹּת הַ זֶה ,בְ יוֹּם (טוב) ִמ ְק ָרא קֹּ דֶ ׁש הַ זֶה,
בשמיני עצרת :שמיני ,חג עצרת הזה ,בְ יוֹּם (טוב) ִמ ְק ָרא קֹּדֶ ׁש הַ זֶה,
לְ ַרחֵ ם ב ֹּו עָ לֵינּו ּולְ הו ִֹּׁשיעֵ נּו .זָכְ ֵרנּו יְהֹּוָ ה אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו ב ֹּו לְ טוֹּבָ הּ ,ופָ ְקדֵ נּו ב ֹּו לִ בְ ָרכָ ה,
וְ הו ִֹּׁשיעֵ נּו ב ֹּו לְ חַ יִים טוֹּבִ ים ,בִ ְדבַ ר יְׁשּועָ ה וְ ַרחֲ ִמים .חּוס וְ ָחנֵנּו ,וַ חֲ מֹּ ל וְ ַרחֵ ם
עָ לֵינּו ,וְ הו ִֹּׁשיעֵ נּו כִ י אֵ לֶיָך עֵ ינֵינּו ,כִ י אֵ ל מֶ לְֶך ַחנּון וְ ַרחּום ָא ָתה.

ְרּוׁשליִ ם ִע ָירְך ִב ְמהֵ ָרה ְביָמֵ ינּו :בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה ב ֹּונֵה
וְ ִת ְבנֶה י ָ
ְרּוׁשליִם ואומר בלחש ָאמֵ ן:
י ָ
אם בשבת שכח לומר "רצה והחליצנו" ונזכר לפני שהתחיל ברכת "הטוב
והמטיב" יאמר:
נּוחה לְ עַ ּמ ֹּו י ְִש ָראֵ ל
בָ רּוְך אַ ָתה יְהֹּוָ ה ,אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָםֶׁ ,שנ ַָתן ַׁשבָ תוֹּת לִ ְמ ָ
בַאהֲ בָ ה ,לְ אוֹּת ולִ בְ ִרית .בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה יְהֹּוָ הְ ,מ ַקדֵ ׁש הַ ַשבָ ת:
אם שכח לומר "יעלה ויבוא" בראש חודש ונזכר לפני שהתחיל ברכת "הטוב
והמטיב" יאמר:
בָ רּוְך ֶׁשנ ַָתן ָראׁשֵ י חֳ ָד ִׁשים לְ עַ ּמ ֹּו י ְִש ָראֵ ל לְ זִכָרוֹּן
אם שכח לומר "רצה והחליצנו" וגם "יעלה ויבוא" בר"ח ושבת ,ונזכר לאחר
שחתם "בונה ירושלים" ,יאמר:
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נּוחה לְ עַ ּמ ֹּו י ְִש ָראֵ ל
בָ רּוְך אַ ָתה יְהֹּוָ ה ,אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָםֶׁ ,שנ ַָתן ַׁשבָ תוֹּת לִ ְמ ָ
בַאהֲ בָ ה ,לְ אוֹּת ולִ בְ ִרית ,וְ ָראׁשֵ י חֳ ָד ִׁשים לְ עַ ּמ ֹּו י ְִש ָראֵ ל לְ זִ כָ רוֹּן .בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה
יְהֹּוָ הְ ,מ ַקדֵ ׁש הַ ַשבָ ת וְ י ְִש ָראֵ ל וְ ָראׁשֵ י חֳ דָ ִׁשים:

ָאבינּו מַ לְ כֵנּו
בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָם לָעַ ד ,הָ אֵ ל ִ
ֹּׁשנּוְ .קדוֹּׁש יַעֲ ֹּקב .רוֹּעֵ נּו רוֹּעֵ ה
אַ ִד ֵירנּו .בו ְֹּראֵ נּו .גוֹּאֲ לֵנּוְ .קדו ֵ
י ְִש ָראֵ ל .הַ ּמֶ לְֶך הַ טוֹּב וְ הַ ּמֵ ִטיב ַלכֹּלֶׁ .ש ְבכָל יוֹּם וָ יוֹּם הּוא הֵ ִטיב
ֵיטיב לָנּו .הּוא גְ מָ לָנּו .הּוא גו ְֹּמלֵנּו.
לָנּו .הּוא מֵ ִטיב לָנּו .הּוא י ִ
הּוא ִיגְ ְמלֵנּו לָעַ ד חֵ ן וָ חֶ סֶ ד וְ ַרחֲ ִמים וְ ֵריוַ ח וְ הַ ּצָ לָה וְ כָל טוֹּב:
הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא י ְִׁש ַתבַ ח עַ ל כִ סֵ א כְ בוֹּד ֹּו .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא ִי ְׁש ַתבַ ח
ָארץ .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא י ְִׁש ַתבַ ח בָ נּו לְ דוֹּר דו ִֹּרים .הָ ַרחֲ ָמן
בַ ָשמַ יִם ּובָ ֶ
הּוא ֶק ֶרן לְ עַ ּמ ֹּו י ִָרים .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא יִ ְתפָ ַאר בָ נּו ָלנֶצַ ח נְ צָ ִחים.
הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא יְפַ ְרנְ סֵ נּו ְבכָבוֹּד וְ ֹלא ְב ִבזּויְ ,בהֶ ֵתר וְ ֹלא ְב ִאסּור,
ְבנַחַ ת וְ ֹלא ְבצָ עַ ר .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא ִי ֵתן ָׁשלוֹּם בֵ ינֵינּו .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא
י ְִׁשלַח ְב ָרכָה ְרוָ חָ ה וְ הַ ְצלָחָ ה ְבכָל מַ עֲ ֵשה יָדֵ ינּו .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא
י ְַצלִ יחַ אֶ ת ְד ָרכֵינּו .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא י ְִׁשבוֹּר עֹּל גָלּות ְמהֵ ָרה מֵ עַ ל
ַארצֵ נּו .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן
ארנּו .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא יוֹּלִ יכֵנּו ְמהֵ ָרה קו ְֹּמ ִמיּות ְב ְ
צַ ּוָ ֵ
הּוא י ְִרפָ אֵ נּו ְרפּוָאה ְׁשלֵמָ ה ְרפּוַאת הַ נֶפֶ ׁש ְּורפּוַאת הַ גּוף.
הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא ִי ְפ ַתח לָנּו אֶ ת יָד ֹּו הָ ְר ָחבָ ה .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא יְ בָ ֵרְך כָל
אֶ חָ ד וְ אֶ חָ ד ִמּמֶ נּו ִב ְׁשמ ֹּו הַ גָדוֹּל כְ מ ֹּו ֶׁשנִ ְתבָ ְרכּו אֲ בו ֵֹּתינּו
ַאב ָרהָ ם ִי ְצחָ ק וְ יַעֲ קֹּ ב בַ כֹּל ִמכֹּל כֹּל .כֵן יְבָ ֵרְך או ָֹּתנּו יַחַ ד ְב ָרכָה
ְ
ְׁשלֵמָ ה .וְ כֵן ְי ִהי ָרצוֹּן וְ נֹּ אמַ ר ָאמֵ ן .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא י ְִפרוֹּש עָ לֵינּו
סֻ כַת ְׁשלוֹּמ ֹּו:
נּוחה לְ ַחיֵי הָ ע ֹּול ִָמים.
ּומ ָ
ַנְחילֵנּו ע ֹּולָם ׁשֶ כֻל ֹּו ַׁשבָ ת ְ
בשבת :הָ ַרחֲ ָמן הּוא י ִ
בראש חודש :הָ ַרחֲ ָמן הּוא יְחַ דֵ ׁש עָ לֵינּו אֶ ת הַ חֹּ דֶ ׁש הַ זֶה לְ טוֹּבָ ה וְ לִ בְ ָרכָ ה.
יחדֵ ׁש עָ לֵינּו אֶ ת הַ ָשנָה הַ זֹּאת לְ טוֹּבָ ה וְ לִ בְ ָרכָ ה.
בראש השנה :הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא ַ
ֵיׁשב בְ סֻ כַת עוֹּר ֹּו ֶׁשל לִ וְ י ָָתן .הָ ַרחֲ ָמן הּוא י ְַׁשפִ יעַ
בסוכות :הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא ְי ַז ֵכנּו ל ֵ
כּותם ְתהֵ א ָמגֵן
יׁשין ,זְ ָ
עָ לֵינּו ׁשֶ פַ ע ְקדֻ ָשה וְ ָטהֳ ָרה ִמ ִשבְ עָ ה אֻ ְׁשפִ יזִ ין ִעל ִָאין ַק ִד ִ
וְ ִצנָה עָ לֵינּו .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא י ִָקים לָנּו אֶ ת סֻ כַת ָדוִ ד הַ נוֹּפֶ לֶת.
לׁשלוֹּם.
אתנּו ָ
במועדים :הָ ַרחֲ ָמן הּוא יַגִ יעֵ נּו למוֹּעֲ ִדים אֲ חֵ ִרים הַ בָ ִאים לִ ְק ָר ֵ
ַנְחילֵנּו יוֹּם ֶׁשכֻל ֹּו טוֹּב.
ביום טוב :הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא י ִ

הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא ִי ַטע תו ָֹּרת ֹּו וְ ַאהֲ בָ ת ֹּו ְבלִ בֵ נּו וְ ִת ְהיֶה י ְִרָאת ֹּו עַ ל
פָ נֵינּו לְ ִבלְ ִתי נֶחֱ טָ א .וְ ִי ְהיּו כָל מַ עֲ ֵשינּו לְ ֵׁשם ָׁשמָ יִ ם:
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יסדֵ ר ב ֹּו כָל
ברכת האורח :הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא יְבָ ֵרְך אֶ ת הַ שֻ לְ חָ ן הַ זֶה ֶׁשָאכַ לְ נּו עָ לָיו ,וִ ַ
ַמעֲ ַדנֵי ע ֹּולָם ,וְ י ְִהיֶה כְ ׁשֻ לְ ָחנ ֹּו ׁשֶ ל ַאבְ ָרהָ ם ָאבִ ינּו עָ לָיו הַ ָשלוֹּם .כָל ָרעֵ ב ִמּמֶ נּו
יֹּאכַל ,וְ כָל צָ מֵ א ִמּמֶ נּו י ְִׁש ֶתה ,וְ ַאל י ְֶחסַ ר ִמּמֶ נּו כָל טוֹּב לָעַ ד ּולְ עוֹּלְ מֵ י ע ֹּול ִָמים,
ָאמֵ ן .הָ ַרחֲ ָמן הּוא יְבָ ֵרְך אֶ ת בַ עַ ל הַ בַ יִת הַ זֶה ּובַ עַ ל הַ ְסע ָֻדה הַ זֹּאת ,הּוא ּובָ נָיו
כָסים ֶׁשי ְִרבּו .בָ ֵרְך יְהֹּוָ ה חֵ יל ֹּו ּופֹּ עַ ל יָדָ יו
וְ ִא ְׁשת ֹּו וְ כָל אֲ ׁשֶ ר ל ֹּו ,בְ בָ נִ ים ׁשֶ י ְִחיּו ּובִ נְ ִ
ּוקרוֹּבִ ים לָעִ יר ,וְ ַאל יִזְ ַד ֵקק לְ פָ נָיו וְ ֹלא
ִת ְרצֶ ה ,וְ י ְִהיּו נְ כָסָ יו ּונְ כָסֵ ינּו מֻ ְצל ִָחים ְ
ֹּׁשר וְ כָבוֹּד מֵ עַ ָתה
לְ פָ נֵינּו ׁשּום ְדבַ ר חֵ ְטא וְ ִה ְרהּור עָ וֹּןָ ,שש וְ ָשמֵ ַח כָל הַ י ִָמים בְ ע ֶ
וְ עַ ד ע ֹּולָםֹ ,לא יֵבוֹּׁש בָ ע ֹּולָם הַ זֶה וְ ֹלא יִכָ לֵם לָע ֹּולָם הַ בָ אָ ,אמֵ ן כֵן י ְִהי ָרצוֹּן.
כָרים ׁשֶ ל ַקי ָָמא,
בסעודת חתן :הָ ַרחֲ ָמן הּוא יְבָ ֵרְך אֶ ת הֶ ָח ָתן וְ הַ כַ לָה ,בְ בָ נִ ים זְ ִ
לַעֲ בו ָֹּדת ֹּו י ְִתבָ ַרְך .הָ ַרחֲ ָמן הּוא יְבָ ֵרְך אֶ ת כָל הַ ְּמסֻ בִ ין בַ שֻ לְ חָ ן הַ זֶה ,וְ י ִֵתן לָנּו
הַ ָקדוֹּׁש בָ רּוְך הּוא ,כָל ִמ ְׁשאֲ לוֹּת לִ בֵ נּו לְ טוֹּבָ ה.
בסעודת מילה :הָ ַרחֲ ָמן הּוא יְבָ ֵרְך אֶ ת בַ עַ ל הַ בַ יִת הַ זֶה ,אֲ בִ י הַ בֵ ן ,הּוא וְ ִא ְׁשת ֹּו
הַ י ֹּולֶדֶ ת ,מֵ עַ ָתה וְ עַ ד ע ֹּולָם .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא יְבָ ֵרְך אֶ ת הַ ֶילֶד הַ נ ֹּולָדּ ,וכְ ֵׁשם ֶׁשזִכָ הּו
הַ ָקדוֹּׁש בָ רּוְך הּוא לְ ִמילָה ,כְָך ְי ַזכֵהּו לְ ִהכָ נֵס לַתו ָֹּרה ּולְ חֻ פָ ה ּולְ ִמ ְצוֹּת ּולְ ַמעֲ ִשים
אמר ָאמֵ ן .הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא יְבָ ֵרְך אֶ ת ַמעֲ לַת הַ ַסנְ ָדק
טוֹּבִ ים ,וְ כֵן י ְִהי ָרצוֹּן וְ נֹּ ַ
ּוׁשָאר הַ ִּמ ְׁש ַת ְדלִ ים בַ ִּמ ְצוָ ה ,הֵ ם וְ כָל אֲ ֶׁשר לָהֶ ם.
וְ הַ ּמוֹּהֵ ל ְ

יק ְרבֵ נּו לִ ימוֹּת הַ ּמָ ִׁשיחַ ּולְ ִבנְ יַן בֵ ית
הָ ַרחֲ מָ ן הּוא יְחַ יֵינּו וִ י ַזכֵנּו וִ ָ
הַ ִּמ ְק ָדׁש ּולְ חַ יֵי הָ ע ֹּולָם הַ בָ א .מַ גְ ִדיל בשבת ויו''ט וביום
שמתפללים מוסף יאמרִ :מגדול ְיׁשּועוֹּת מַ לְ כ ֹּו .וְ ע ֶֹּשה חֶ סֶ ד
לִ ְמ ִׁשיח ֹּו לְ ָדוִ ד ּולְ ז ְַרע ֹּו עַ ד ע ֹּולָם :כְ ִפ ִירים ָרׁשּו וְ ָרעֵ בּו .וְ דו ְֹּר ֵׁשי
יתי
יתי גַם ז ַָקנְ ִתי וְ ֹלא ָר ִא ִ
ְיהֹּוָ ה ֹלא י ְַח ְסרּו כָל טוֹּב :נַעַ ר הָ ִי ִ
צַ ִדיק ֶנ ֱעזָב .וְ ז ְַרע ֹּו ְמבַ ֵקׁש לָחֶ ם :כָל הַ יוֹּם ח ֹּונֵן ּומַ לְ וֶה וְ ז ְַרע ֹּו
לִ ְב ָרכָה :מַ ה ֶשָאכַלְ נּו ִי ְהיֶה לְ ָש ְבעָ הּ .ומַ ה ֶש ָש ִתינּו י ְִהיֶה
לִ ְרפּוָאהּ .ומַ ה ֶשהו ַֹּת ְרנּו ִי ְהיֶה לִ ְב ָרכָה כְ ִדכְ ִתיב וַ יִ ֵתן לִ ְפנֵיהֶ ם
ֹּשה ָׁשמַ יִ ם
וַ יֹּאכְ לּו וַ יו ִֹּתרּו כִ ְדבַ ר ְיהֹּוָ הְ :ברּוכִ ים אַ ֶתם לַיהֹּ וָ ה .עו ֵ
ָארץ :בָ רּוְך הַ גֶבֶ ר אֲ ֶׁשר י ְִב ַטח בַ י ֹּהוָ ה .וְ הָ יָה ְיהֹּוָ ה ִמ ְב ָטח ֹּו:
וָ ֶ
ְיהֹּוָ ה עֹּז לְ עַ ּמ ֹּו יִ ֵתןְ .יהֹּוָ ה יְבָ ֵרְך אֶ ת עַ ּמ ֹּו בַ ָשלוֹּם :עו ֶֹּשה ָׁשלוֹּם
ִב ְמרוֹּמָ יו הּוא ְב ַרחֲ מָ יו יַעֲ ֶשה ָׁשלוֹּם עָ לֵינּו וְ עַ ל כָל עַ ּמ ֹּו י ְִש ָראֵ ל
וְ ִא ְמרּו ָאמֵ ן:

Sheva Berachot
For the transliterated text, see page 37.
If missing any of the key components of Sheva Berachot: a
minyan, Panim Chadashot, or Beit Chattanim, use one
cup, first say HaGefen, and then only the sixth Beracha.
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Otherwise, take a new cup, say the following first six
Berachot and then the one who made the Zimmun should
say HaGefen for everybody on the cup used for the
Zimmun.
.1

בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה ,אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָםֶׁ ,שהַ כֹּל בָ ָרא
לִ כְ בוֹּד ֹּו:

.2

ָאדם:
בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה ,אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָם ,יוֹּצֵ ר הָ ָ

.3

בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה ,אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָם ,אֲ ֶׁשר יָצַ ר אֶ ת־
ָאדם ְבצַ לְ מ ֹּוְ ,בצֶ לֶם ְדמּות ַת ְבנִ ית ֹּו ,וְ ִה ְת ִקין ל ֹּו ִמּמֶ נּו
הָ ָ
ָאדם:
ִבנְ יַן עֲ דֵ י־עַ ד .בָ רּוְך אַ ָתה ְיהֹּ וָ ה ,יוֹּצֵ ר הָ ָ

.4

שוֹּש ָת ִשיש וְ ָתגֵל עֲ ָק ָרה ְב ִקבּוץ בָ נֶיהָ לְ ת ֹּוכָּה ִב ְמהֵ ָרה
ְב ִש ְמחָ ה .בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ הְ ,מ ַשּמֵ חַ ִציוֹּן ְבבָ נֶיהָ :

.5

הּובים כְ ַשּמֵ חֲ ָך י ְִצ ְירָך ְבגַן עֵ דֶ ן
ַשּמֵ חַ ְת ַשּמַ ח ֵר ִעים אֲ ִ
ִמ ֶקדֶ ם .בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ הְ ,מ ַשּמֵ חַ ָח ָתן וְ ַכלָה:

.6

בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה ,אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָם ,אֲ ֶׁשר בָ ָרא ָששוֹּן
וְ ִש ְמחָ הָ ,ח ָתן וְ ַכ ָלה ,גִ ילָה ִרנָה ִדיצָ ה וְ חֶ ְדוָ הַ ,אהֲ בָ ה
ִשמַ ע ְבעָ ֵרי
ַאחוָ הָׁ ,של ֹּום וְ ֵרעּותְ ,מהֵ ָרה ְיהֹּוָ ה אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו י ָ
וְ ְ
ְרּוׁשלַיִ ם ,קוֹּל ָששוֹּן וְ קוֹּל ִש ְמחָ ה ,קוֹּל
ּובחּוצוֹּת י ָ
ְהּודה ְ
י ָ
חָ ָתן וְ קוֹּל ַכלָה ,קוֹּל ִמ ְצהֲ לוֹּת חֲ ָתנִ ים מֵ חֻ פָ ָתםּ ,ונְ עָ ִרים
ִמ ִּמ ְׁש ֵתה נְ גִ ינ ָָתם ,בָ רּוְך אַ ָתה ְיהֹּ וָ הְ ,מ ַשּמֵ חַ הֶ חָ ָתן ִעם
הַ ַכלָה:
Take the first cup and say HaGefen.
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בָ רּוְך ַא ָתה ְיהֹּוָ ה ,אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹּולָם ,בו ֵֹּרא ְפ ִרי הַ גֶפֶ ן:

Then, the one who made HaGefen and the one who said
the sixth Beracha drinks, mixes the two cups, and gives to
the Chattan and Kallah.
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