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Wikipedia: Human Genome Project: Applications and proposed benefits
The sequencing of the human genome holds benefits for many fields, from molecular medicine to human evolution. The Human
Genome Project, through its sequencing of the DNA, can help us understand diseases including: genotyping of specific viruses to direct
appropriate treatment; identification of mutations linked to different forms of cancer; the design of medication and more accurate
prediction of their effects; advancement in forensic applied sciences; biofuels and other energy applications; agriculture, animal
husbandry, bioprocessing; risk assessment; bioarcheology, anthropology and evolution. Another proposed benefit is the commercial
development of genomics research related to DNA based products, a multibillion-dollar industry.

1. R' Mordechai Halperin [current, Israel], Assia III:2 pg 30-33, Human Genome Mapping: A Jewish Perspective
The Jewish perspective is formed by Jewish law, and when one talks about law, one has to be precise and accurate. There are three
principle issues here:

1. Does Jewish law permit research on human genome mapping?
2. Having done the screening, who is the proprietor of the mapping? Who owns the data derived from public screening or from
private mapping tests?
3. Under what conditions is one obligated to reveal genetic data to an insurance company, employer or spouse?

2. Mishlei 28:14 [JPS 1985 translation]
(יד) ַאְׁשֵרי ָאָדם ְמַפֵחד ָּתִמיד ּוַמְקֶׁשה ִלּבֹו ִיּפֹול ְּבָרָעה:

Happy is the man who is anxious always, But he who hardens his heart falls into misfortune.

3. Rashi [1040 – 1105, France], Gittin 55b
 - דואג לראות הנולד שלא תארע תקלה בכך אם אעשה זאת.מפחד

Fears - [who is] concerned to foresee what will come as a result of his actions. In order that a disaster shouldn't result if I do this.

4. Kohelet 1:18 [JPS 1985 translation]
(יח) ִּכי ְּבֹרב ָחְכָמה ָרב ָּכַעס ְויֹוִסיף ַּדַעת יֹוִסיף ַמְכאֹוב:

For as wisdom grows, vexation grows; To increase learning is to increase heartache.

5. Kohelet 2:13 [JPS 1985 translation]
:(יג) ְוָרִאיִתי ָאִני ֶׁשֵּיׁש ִיְתרֹון ַלָחְכָמה ִמן ַהִּסְכלּות ִּכיְתרֹון ָהאֹור ִמן ַהֹחֶׁש

I found that Wisdom is superior to folly As light is superior to darkness;

A Slippery Slope?

6. http://www.txstate.edu/philosophy/resources/fallacy-definitions/Slippery-Slope.html
In a slippery slope argument, a course of action is rejected because, with little or no evidence, one insists that it will lead to a chain 
reaction resulting in an undesirable end or ends. The slippery slope involves an acceptance of a succession of events without direct 
evidence that this course of events will happen.
Example:

• We can't permit the sale of marĳuana by doctor's prescription, because that will lead people to believe it's an acceptable drug; this 
will open the floodgates to the complete legalization of the drug for use by every pothead in the country.

• Today late for ten minutes, tomorrow late for an hour, and then someday you will simply cease to show up.
• If Texas adopts a personal income tax, I'm moving away. An income tax at the state level is just a first step to communism.

Three Fundamental Elements1 To Consider
1. Likelihood of undesirable result occurring.
2. Does the danger at the bottom of the slope warrant such action?
3. The cost of doing nothing.

1. From R' Cherlow article. See source 8.



7. Mishnah, Avot 1:1 [Sefaria community translation]
שלשה אמרו הם הגדולה כנסת לאנשי מסרוה ונביאים לנביאים וזקנים לזקנים ויהושע ליהושע ומסרה מסיני תורה קבל משה

דברים הוו מתונים בדין והעמידו תלמידים הרבה ועשו סייג לתורה: 
Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and transmitted it to Yehoshua, and Yehoshua to the Elders, and the Elders to the Prophets,
and the Prophets transmitted it to the Men of the Great Assembly. They said three things: Be deliberate in judgment, raise up many
disciples and make a fence for the Torah.

R' Cherlow's Suggestion

8. R' Yuval Cherlow [1957 - , Israel] Halachah And The Slippery Slope, Akdamut 23 - Hebrew original - https://goo.gl/555f4A

I believe that halachah has a message [to share] in many ethical fields. We have the ability to copy halachic concepts from their original
language to a universal human language. It is possible to strip away the terminology used in a halachic discussion, transfer it [i.e. the
content] to our debate, and clothe it in concrete terminology used in philosophy and ethics. Doing so can lead to a productive, universal
meeting. This debate has the potential to have practical implications due to the Chok Yesodot HaMishpat2, which establishes that Mishpat
HaIvri (the halachic tradition) has a certain standing when existing legal precedent doesn't suffice to resolve an issue being debated. As
such, the contributions of Mishpat HaIvri have the potential to be constitutional...

Take Away Translation Concept

• Validity of slippery slope argument is
dependent on societal acceptance. 

• Cost of quality of life can become so
great that it is more significant that the
potential danger being guarded against.

We don't establish a decree unless the
majority of the community is capable of
observing it. (Automatically null and void).

כן אם אלא הציבור על גזרה גוזרין אין
רוב הציבור יכול לעמוד בו

• Safeguards don't necessarily carry
intrinsic value.

• While we value setting up safeguards,
this cannot be done if the result is that
everything will run the risk of becoming
forbidden.

We don't establish safeguards for previous
safeguards. אין גוזרין גזרה לגזרה

• If likelihood of prohibition being
safeguarded is low, then setting up the
safeguard is not justifiable

Uncommon scenario are not subject to
safeguards.

בדבר שאינו מצוי לא גזרו חכמים:

• Is a blanket safeguard viewed as the
ideal? When an alternate, effective preventative

mechanism exists, a decree may not be
necessary.

אפקטיבי בלימה מנגנון קיים כאשר
נמנעו לעתים מלגזור

• Human cost is factored into what might
otherwise appear to be an objective
formula.

We don't set up safeguards that will cause
substantial loss. 

 
בהפסד מרובה:

לאור.2 בה יכריע היקש, של בדרך או פסוקה בהלכה חקיקה, בדבר תשובה לה מצא ולא הכרעה, הטעונה משפטית שאלה המשפט בית ראה
עקרונות החירות, הצדק, היושר והשלום של מורשת ישראל.

"If a court sees a legal question in need of resolution and are unable to find an answer in legislation, be it case law or analogy, it will be resolved in light
of the principles freedom, justice, integrity and peace of the Jewish heritage."

Prior to 1980, Israeli law would default to British common law when existing precedent could not be found to resolve an issue. Chok Yesodot
HaMishpat nullified that approach and utilized Mishpat HaIvri as the replacement. - https://goo.gl/Ae4HjK


