
23 Av, 5776/August 27, 2016 Parshat Ekev Vol. 8 Num. 1 

 ד“בס

Welcome to our eighth year of Toronto Torah! Look for our first full edition next week. 
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Of Stiff Necks and Broken Tablets Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner 

destroy all life.” Why do these similar 
observat ions lead to di f ferent 
conclusions? 
 

Rabbi Samson Raphael  Hirsch 
(Bereishit 8:21) explains that the post-
Flood verse does not describe 

wickedness. Rather, G-d observes a 
lawless independence in the developing 
human being; by nature, adolescents 
flout convention in pursuit of their own 
path. In the righteous adult, this 
willfulness can evolve into stiff-necked 
commitment to a moral compass, 
justifying patience with the adolescent. 
 

In Bereishit 8:20, Noach offers a korban 
from the Ark’s animals. These creatures 

are Noach’s own, their survival only due 
to his righteousness and largesse, and 
yet he chooses to give them away. 
Noach  demonstra tes tha t  the 
selfishness which had condemned the 
world to the Flood was a passing stage; 
humanity can learn authentic 
generosity. G-d observes that the 

lawlessness of humanity is only a 
temporary blemish, and so He will not 
destroy all life again. 
 

Perhaps the broken tablets similarly 
represent growth. Biblical war is a 
result of our failure to “walk before G-d” 

and prepare the world for the Divine 
message; indeed, we consider the 
Golden Calf the catalyst for Canaanite 
resistance to our arrival. [See Nedarim 
22b, and Shem miShemuel Succot 
5674.] In that context, our willingness 
to put our lives on the line against 
Canaan in battle is a late attempt to 

make up for the error of the Calf. Our 
war demonstrates that we have turned 
our native stubbornness toward a 
positive end – and we hold up the 
broken Tablets in order to demonstrate 
that we have learned their lesson. 
 

May we soon see the day when war is 
unnecessary, and the Tablets are whole 
again.  

torczyner@torontotorah.com 

In general, a job-seeker should neither 
insult the interviewer nor smash her 
furniture. Similarly, the kohen gadol 
may not wear gold into the Holy of 

Holies on Yom Kippur, lest this invoke 
the image of our Golden Calf (Rosh 
HaShanah 26a). Why, then, did Rabbi 
Yehudah ben Lakish contend that our 
ancestors carried into battle an Ark 
containing the broken Tablets? 
(Talmud Yerushalmi, Shekalim 6:1, 
and see Rashi and Ramban to Devarim 

10:1) Why parade the fallout of  failure 
when we need Divine mercy most? An 
answer may emerge from an episode 
toward the beginning of the Torah.  
 

Twice in the early stages of Bereishit, 
G-d describes yetzer ha’adam, human 
nature, as inherently bad. In Bereishit 
6:5, G-d states that Man’s nature is 
“only bad, all day,” and therefore He 

will destroy the world with the Flood. 
But in Bereishit 8:21, after the Flood, 
G-d states that Man’s nature is “bad 
from his youth,” and “I will never 
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Book Review: The Gemara Card Rabbi Jonathan Ziring 

of the key words, as well as rules and 
facts, that the student of Talmud will 
need to understand most sections of 
Talmud. Helpfully, the card will fit 

between the folios of a Gemara, allowing 
for quick and easy reference.  
 

What is included 

In readable, colour-coded sections, The 
Gemara Card includes a dictionary of 
key words and phrases, an index of 
common abbreviations, a one-page 
guide to the basics of the Talmud’s 
grammar, as well as a short section that 

lines up the standard Hebrew alphabet 
with the “Rashi script” used for Rashi 
and Tosafot, for those less familiar with 
the alternate alphabet.  
 

Even many experienced scholars are 

less familiar with the history of the 
sages of the Mishnah and Talmud. The 
card includes a helpful chronological 
map, showing when each sage lived and 

who studied with whom. It also includes 
a table explaining the measurements of 
the Talmud, both their internal 
relationships (ex. numbers of eggs to an 
eifah) and how they translate into the 
American and Metric systems. For that 
section, references are provided for 

other opinions beyond those used for 
the calculations.  
 

Taken together, the Gemara Card is an 
extremely helpful tool, both for the 
beginner and the more advanced 
student of Talmud.   
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The Gemara Card 

David Sachs, ed. Uriel Frank 
Koren, 2016 
 

Challenge and Solution 
One of the perennial challenges of 
studying Gemara is parsing the 

language and grammar of the Aramaic-
Hebrew mix that the Talmud is written 
in. Even the most advanced student of 
Talmud will need a full dictionary to 
understand the obscure words found 
in the more aggadic or narrative 
sections. However, most of the law-
oriented sections use a limited number 

of words, and here The Gemara Card 
seeks to avoid the tedious process of 
looking up those words in the 
dictionary. In a six-page laminated 
insert, The Gemara Card organizes all 



Weekly Highlights: August 27 — Sept.  2 / 23 Av — 29 Av 
 

Watch for our regular classes to return in the coming weeks! 

Time Speaker Topic Location Special Notes 

     August 27 שבת

8:50 AM R’ Jonathan Ziring Parshah BAYT Turk Beis Medrash 

5:00 PM R’ Mordechai Torczyner 
Pirkei Avot: 

The Miracles of Jerusalem 
154 Rodeo Dr. University women 

6:20 PM R’ Jonathan Ziring Daf Yomi BAYT Rabbi’s Classroom 

After minchah R’ Mordechai Torczyner 
Gemara Avodah Zarah:  

Is Hinduism Avodah Zarah? 
BAYT Simcha Suite 

Sun. August 28     

8:45 AM R’ Jonathan Ziring Responsa BAYT  

Fri. Sept. 2     

10:30 AM R’ Mordechai Torczyner Onaah: Opening Shiur Yeshivat Or Chaim Advanced 


