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I remember at a Hakotel Family Shabbaton a couple of years ago, I mentioned that one of the main messages we send  to our talmidim at the Yeshiva is the importance of shlichut in all that one will become. Whether one becomes professionally a lawyer, accountant, teacher or businessman, one of the questions one must ask is, “What is my personal shlichut and how will I help out Am Yisrael and the world at large!

Avraham- Chessed.....
The Medrash (BR 95:2) and Gemara Yoma (28b) describes that Avraham Avinu fulfills all of the Torah and highlights his fulfillment of eiruv tavshilin. Why is the mitzvah of Eiruv Tavshlin chosen?The Meshech Chochma (33:18) explains that this mitzvah is symbolic of Avraham's shlichut to invite guests to his home, bring gerim to see Hashem's hand in the world etc. We are Bnei Avraham- Shlichim-  We preach, teach and act out of communal responsibility. We are leaders in our local communities and camps that we are involved in. Chief Rabbi emeritus Rav Sak's main thesis is to engage the world not only our community. In reality, Chief Rabbi Rav Kook zt”l (Ein Aya) stated this position in our theology.  Avram is originally charged and choose the role of elevation our nation- WE should be strong and Holy nation. However, that goal as exalted as it may sound is not the final destination. Our nation is to have impact on whole world! Avram becomes Avraham-  the father of all nations! If one limits the mission to 'Avram' he transgresses an asseh- One is not allowed to have shortsightedness and limit the destiny and raison d'etre of  Am Yisrael.  Shlichut sounds like we must be moser nefesh at all costs!!! Hachanat orchim, We ought not to say no as we may turn off someone to Judaism. In a more practical sense, I am tired and “deserve a break”...Can I say no to be Shliach Tzibbur for Mussaf? My tefilla will inspire hundreds of people to have a more meaningful tefilla and possibly increase his/her Yiraat Shamayim. In addition, It is pashut I go to the limmud conference; Do you know how many Jews that I will influence and break the myths and stereotypes of Orthodox Jews! I need to be counselor in all types of camps and all types of universities- I can make a difference!

Yaakov- the Paradox
The Mesech Chochmah (33:18) points out from the medrash on the Passuk “Vayeechan et Pnei Haeer” -Yaakov fulfilled the mitzvah of Eiruv Tanchumeen- Yaakov seems to be the
opposite of his grandfather-  Yaakov's sons keep their distance from other nations. The Netziv explains an incredulous medrash that when Yosef died Am Yisrael stopped observing brit milah!! When Yosef was alive the the Netziv explains Am Yisrael understood the barriers needed to maintain their identity-Live in Goshen and  be separate. When Yosef died וירבו ויעצמו מאד מאד ותמלא הארץ אותם  What happens when they break those gedarim- assimilation- Is there a concept  as too much engagement???  We see by Mattan Torah together We have vayeechan – techumin! The Medrash calls the Mountain Sinai- as the nations of the world hate us for accepting the Torah. The main bracha of the Torah is אשר בחר בנו מכל עם ונתן לנו את תורתו
Specifically with barriers and limits can one paradoxically be zoche to nachala bli gevul! 
Is it possible that one has to say no to being that baal tefila? Is it possible Limmud is not for everyone? Is it possible that for some a counselor in a certain type of camp is better/ university more strong of a geder? The gemara in Shabbat states how do we get to ufaratzta yama vakeda? It only comes via Yaakov's gevulot!!!

Rav Kook zt”l explains that this is importance of Geulat and Medinat Yisrael. In the galut, we can only focus on Bnei Yaakov as we are trying to survive and not assimilate. But with Jewish Sovereignty, we can focus on the ultimate goal- with boundaries but to be or lagoyim- shlichim for the whole world to discover and know Hashem.
My conclusion then is ; We are Bnei Avraham Yitzchak and Yaakov. Each person has too know his talents with the aitzah of his Rav to know when to be at times more like Ben Avraham and at times more like Ben Yaakov!
