 Chazal tell us that the Parah Adumah is mechaper for the Chet Ha'egel.  Somehow the mitzvah of the Parah Adumah atones for and counteracts Chet Ha'egel. How?  What is the pshat in this Chazal? Rashi
 quotes this Chazal in Parshas Chukas, and the  Mepharshei Rashi there struggle with this question and offer various peshatim. 
The Beis Halevi
 presents the following explanation. According to many opinions the Chet Ha'egel was not outright avodah zara. It was not that Am Yisroel was rebelling against Hashem, rather Am Yisroel had good intentions. They were trying to make something tangible to help them in their Avodas Hashem. They felt that it would help them focus in their Avodas Hashem. Sometimes when you have a beautiful, gold, physical object, it helps you stay focused in your Avodas Hashem.  However, the problem was that although their intentions were good, the building of the Egel went against the Torah. The Torah says you can not build an idol and they built an idol. So, according to this approach, Chet Ha'egel becomes an example of the following idea: Am Yisroel was following rational and logical human thinking which happens to go against what Hashem commands. That was the mistake of Chet Ha'egel.
The Parah Adumah is the classic Chok- a mitzvah which defies rational human understanding. Some of the details of the Parah Adumah don’t seem to make any sense. The main purpose of the Parah Aduman is to be metaher temaim. Someone who becomes tamei l'meis can become tahor through the process of the Parah Adumah. And yet many of the Kohanim, who are involved in preparing the Parah Adumah to help make the person tahor, become tamei themselves during the process! So the same mitzvah of Parah Adumah is metaher temaim and metamei tehorim at the same time. That is completely counterintuitive, and this is why Parah Adumah is considered the classic Chok. 
Chazal says that Shlomo Hamelech had an understanding of all the mitzvos in the Torah except for Parah Adumah which he was not able to fully understand. So Parah Adumah represents the following idea: that Am Yisroel does what Hashem commands even when it goes against rational, logical, human understanding. Parah Adumah is the classic Chok. 

The Beis Halevi explans this is the pshat that the Parah Adumah is mechaper for Chet Ha'egel. The hashkafic message of Parah Adumah completely negates and completely counteracts the Haskafic mistake that led to Chet Ha'egel. Parah adumah teaches us that good intentions are not enough; I have to do what Hashem says. What Hashem says always wins out always over rational, logical, human understanding. And if the choice becomes choosing between something which seems to make sense to Am Yisroel and what Hashem commands, you always must do what Hashem commands. So this is what Chazal meant that Parah Adumah negates, is mechaper for Chet Ha'egel. 

The Message of Parah Adumah is that we perform mitzvos because Hashem commands. That is the idea of a chok. This does not mean, however, that a Jew is supposed to do the mitzvos blindly without any understanding. One is supposed to try  to understand the reasons for the mitzvos. We have the Sefer Hachinuch, who explains the reasons for the mitzvos; we have the third Chelek of the Moreh Nevuchim, where the Rambam explains the reason for the mitzvos; and, we have Rav Hirsch who explains the reasons for many of the mitzvos. Certainly there is a place for trying to understand the mitzvos from a rational, human understanding and not to just do the mitzvos as chukim. 
What exactly is the relationship between doing the mitzvah as a chok- because Hashem commands, and trying to understand the reasons for the mitzvos? I once heard a beautiful explanation from Rav Ahron Solovetchik zt"l to answer this question. Rav Ahron zt"l explained as follows: it is interesting that the Hebrew word Ta'am which means reason also means flavor. What is the significance of the dual meaning of the word Ta'am? The idea is as follows: The reason for the mitzvah is not the essence of the mitzvah itself. The reason for the mitzvah only adds flavor to the mitzvah. When a Jew understands the reason for a mitzvah, he is likely to do it better, with more excitement. But the essence of the mitzvah is- I do what Hashem commands because Hashem said so. So we should view the reasons as adding flavor to the mitzvah, but not the essence of the mitzvah itself. 
Based on this vort of Rav Ahron zt"l, I wanted to offer the following mashal. Mitzvos are like vitamins, they are good for you. A person goes to the doctor, and the doctor prescribes vitamins or a certain pill. Most people who go to the doctor do not know enough about medicine or chemistry to understand why this particular vitamin will help them. And yet we take them anyway. Why? Because we trust the doctor. We feel confident and secure enough with our doctor to follow his advice. We are entrusting the doctors with our physical health. So the person takes the prescribed pills and takes the vitamins because they trust the doctor. Mitzvos are like vitamins, they are good for you. If Hashem commanded a mitzvah, it is good for us. It is healthy for us spiritually and psychologically. The mitzvah is certainly good for us in Olam Haba and also good for us in Olam Hazeh. Mitzvos are good for us. We may not understand the mitzvah, but we trust Hashem. If I trust the doctor, then certainly it goes without saying that I trust Hashem. If Hashem gives me a Mitzvah, it's good for me! (Just) do it!
Let's take the mashal one step further. When a person understands the reason for the mitzvah, then a person gets more into the mitzvah and becomes more excited to do the mitzvah, and he will do it with more fervor. When one understands the mitzvah, there is more of a geshmak when performing the mitzvah because one really understands why it is beneficial and what it accomplishes. So when a person understands the reason for a mitzvah, it adds flavor to the mitzvah. He is more excited about the mitzvah. So to complete the mashal, if mitzvos are like vitamins, then mitzvos with reasons are like Flinstones vitamins! When you take vitamins they do not always taste good, but Flinstones vitamins taste good and you enjoy taking them. This is the message of the relationship between doing a mitzvah as a chok and understanding the reason for a mitzvah. Mitzvos are like vitamins, and mitzvos with reasons are like Flinstones vitamins.   
� Bamidbar Perek 19 (the end of the Perek)


� Parshas Ki Tisah (V'zehu… [p.55 in the old printing])





